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To the Right Honourable | „ | | 


GEORGE, 


Lord Viſcount SUNBURY, 


Baron HALIFAX. 
195 005 WG ER 


00 muſt not be ſurpriz d at 

10 1 be ; ; 
my begging Your Protection 
for this little Book, when 1 
Naſſure You it was principally | 
intended for Your Peruſal, I had often 
wiſh'd to ſee ſomething of this kind 
> A-3 ::: Fp 


** 


DEDICATION. 


_ publiſh'd by an able Hand: And, for 
want of that, have ſometimes had an 
Inclination to do it my ſelf: But never 


came to any Reſolution in that Point, 


till very lately; when, at Horton, I had 
the Pleafure to find Your ee 8 


tho” but in Your Fifth Year, capab 


of reading any thing in the Enghfh 


Tongue, without the leaſt Heſita- 

tion. 

- - "Thele Fables, My Lord, abound. 3 in 
Variety of Inſtruction, Moral and Po- 
Tirical ; They furniſh us with Rules for 

every Station of Life; They mark out 

a proper Behaviour for us, both in re- 

ſpect of our ſelves and others; and de- 
monſtrate to us, by a kind of Exam- 
ple, every Virtue which claims our beſt 
Regards, and every Vice which we are 
moſt concern'd to avoid. Conſidering 

them in this View, I could not think 
of any thing more proper, to be put 
fo early into Your Lordſhip's Hands, 
as well for Your own Sake, as that 
of the Public. As I with you all the 

Happineſs which Man can enjoy, I 

| know of nothing more re likely to p Ge rn 


it,. 


ese Ky oo» my 


big , A Md af , ff Mor fon es fo Wt ward fea! 


has V 


= jad 


it, than Your imbibing, in your Child» 
hood, ſuch Seeds of Reaſon and Philo- 
ſophy, as may rectify and ſweeten every 
Part of Your future Life. And as Lo] 
are by Birth intitled to a Share in the 


flatter my ſelf that Your Country will 
feel the Benefit of theſe Lectures of 
- | Morality; when hereafter it beholds 
Your Lordſhip, ſteadily purſuing thoſe 
Principles of Honeſty and Benevo- 
lence, which, by ſuch Inſtruct ions in 

Your Infancy, You will be taught to 
love. | | | OW E 

I am happy, upon ſeveral Accounts, 
in the Opportunity I take of addreffing 
my ſelf to Your Lordſhip, in this early 
time of Your Life. Without any Re- 
flection upon Your Parts, My Lord, I 


that Vou are not yet able to diſcern all 
the Imperfections of my Performance. 
. Nay when You are a little older, and 
Your, Judgment is ftrong enough to 
diſcover eFery Weakneſs in the follow- 
ing Sheets, You will yet remember for 
What a young Capacity they were in- 
. Is SS  -  __ 
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Adminiſtration of the Government, T 


comfort my ſelf with the Conſideration, | 


| 
| 
| 
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DEDICATION. 


| tended ; and, whatever You may think 


of the Style and Language, the honeſt 


| Purpoſe of the whole cannot fail of 
Tour Approbation. 4 


Another Advantage, My Lord, is, 


That when I tell the World You are the 


moſt lovely and the moſt engaging Child 


that ever was born, I cannot be charg'd 
with offending in point of Flattery. 
No one ever ſaw You but thought 


the ſame. 


And this puts me in mind, that You | 
are. deſcended from a Race of Patrons. (| 
Arts and Learning did not owe more to 
the Influence of Mecenas at Rome, than 
they have done to that of Montagu at 

London. Perhaps, young as You are, 


You may think it ſtrange to find Your 
ſelf at the Head of a Dedication ; Bur, 
My Lord, no body elſe will wonder at 


it. You are born to protect and en- 

' courage all Endeavours at the public 
. Good, We cannot help telling You, 
that we expect it from You; and we 


beg Leave to put You in mind to aſſert 


Your native Right, | w 


In 


* 


DEDICATION. 


* & votis jam nunc aſſueſce voceri. Virg. ; 


If it is true chat Virtue may be con- 
vey' d by Blood, and communicated by 
Example, I have all the Preſumption 
imaginable for what I aſſert. My Lord, 
Your Father the Eaxr of HaL1rax, 
poſſeſſes every agreeable Quality in Life: 
Whether natural, or acquir'd,, I will 
not pretend to determine. They are ſo 
eaſy and habitual to him, one would 
think them born with . but, at 


the ſame time, ſo accompliſh'd, chat 


we cannot but diſcover they have had 
the Advantage of a finiſh'd Educa- 
mo. 

If T durſt follow the Suggeſtions 
of a Heart truly ſenſible of them, I 
could dwell with Pleaſure upon eve- 
ry Particular of his Worth. But no 
body, who deſerves Applauſe ſo much, 


declines it more than he does. 1 


deed, My Lord, his Merit is ſo 
great, that we cannot do him 
Juſtice in that reſpect, without offend- 
ing him. | 
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| Hampton Court, 


PEDICATION. 


That, upon all Occaſions, You may 
imitate the Example he ſets, and 
copy out his Virtues, for Your own 
and the Welfare of Mankind, is the 


fincere Wiſh of, 
My LORD, 


Nur Lordſ/hip's 
Moſt Obedient, and 


Mot Humble Servant, | 


S. CROXALL.. 


. 9 00 A * of his own making; or bis Name is not 


— 8892 O mueh bas been Prey faid concerning 
 ££/op and his Writings, both by ancient 


had given us of him, would fill a large Volume: But they 
are, for the moſt Part ſo inconſiſtent and abſurd, that it 
would be but a dull Amuſement for the Reader, to be led 
into ſuch a Maze of Uncertainty: Since Herodotus, the 
moſt ancient Greek Hiſtorian did not flouriſh till near an 
hundred Years after Æſop. 

As for his Life, with which we are entertain d in ſo 
complete a Manner before moſt of the Editions of bis 
Fables, it was invented by one Maximus Planudes, a Greek 
Monk; and, if we may judge of him from that Compo- 
fition, juſt as judicious and learned a Perſon, as the reſt of 


his Fraternity are at this Day obſerv'd to be. Sure there 
never were ſo many Blunders and childiſh Dreams mixt 


up together, as are to be met with in the ſhort Compaſs 
of that Piece, For a Monk, he might be very good and 


wiſe, as * Cardinal Beſſario ſtyles him; but in point of 


Hiſtory and Chronology, he ſhews himſelf to be very ig- 
norant, He brings Aſop to Babylon, in the Reign of King 


& to 


and modern Authors, that the Sub) jet ſeems | 


baue Opinions, — and Pong 
ries, which, from time to time, we have 
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PREFACE. 


| to be found in any Catalogue from Nabonaſſor, to Alexander 


the Great; Nabonadius, moſt probably, reigning in Babylon 
about that time. He ſends him into Egypt in the Days of 


; Neftanebo, who was not in being till two hundred Years 
| afterwards; with ſome other groſs Miſtakes of that kind, 
© Which ſufficiently: ſhews' us that this Life was a Work of 


Invention, and that the Inventor was a bungling poor Crea- 


ture. He never mentions ſop's being at Athens; tho” 


Phedrus ſpeaks of him, as one that liv'd the (greateſt part of 
his time there; and it appears that he had a Statue erected 


in that City to his Memory, done by the Hand of the 

fam d Lyſippus. He writes of him as living at Samos, and 
intereſting himſelf in a publick Capacity in the Admini- 
ſtration of the Affairs of that Place; yet, takes not the leaſt 
notice of the Fable, which * Ariſtotle tells us he ſpoke in. 


behalf of a famous Demagogue there, when he was im- 
peach'd for embezzling the public Money ; nor does he i in- 
deed give us the leaſt Hint of ſuch a Circumſtance. An in- 


genious Man might have laid together all the Materials of 
this kind that are to be found in good old Authors, and 


by the Help of a bright Invention, connected and work d 
them up with Succeſs ; we might have ſwallow'd ſuch 
an Impoſition well enough, becauſe we ſhould not have 
known how to contradict it: But in Planudes's Caſe, the 


Impoſture is doubly. diſcover'd; firſt, as he has the unque- 
ſtion'd Authority of Antiquity. againſt him ;. ſecondly, and 


if the other did not condemn him, as he has introduc'd 
the witty, diſcreet, judicious Æſop, quibbling in a Strain 
of low monaſtic Waggery, and as archly. dull as a Moun- 


tebank's Jeſter, 


That there was 2 Life of Zſop, either 1 written or tras 
ditionary, before Ariftorle's time, is pretty plain; and that 
there was ſomething of that kind extant in Auguſtuss 


time, is pretty plain; and that there was ſomething of that 


kind extant in Auguſtusis Reign, is, I think, as undoubred z 


fince Phedrus mentions many Tranſactions of his, during 
| his Abode at Athens, But it is as certain, that Planudes met 


with 
- Arifter Wet. Lib. 2. cap. 27, 
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PREFACE. 


with nothing of this kind; or at leaſt, that he: met not 
with the Accounts, with which they were furniſh'd, ba- 
cauſe of the Omiſſions before-mention'd; and conſequent- 
ly with none fo authentic and good. He ſeems to have 
thrown together ſome merry Conceits, which occurr'd to 
him in the Courſe of his reading, ſuch as he thought were 
worthy of Æſop, and very confidently” obtrudes them up- 
on us for his. But, when at laſt he brings him to Delphos, 
(where he was put to death by being thrown down from 
a Precipice) that the Delphians might have ſome! Colour of 
Juſtice for what they intended to do, he favours them with 
the ſame Stratagem, which Jeſeph made uſe of to bring 
back his Brother Benjamin; they clandeſtinely convey a 
Cup into his Baggage; overtake him upon the Road; af 
ter a ſtri&t Search, find him guilty; upon that Pretence,. 
carry him back to the City; condemn and execute him. | 
As I would neither impoſe upon others, nor be im- 
- = posd upon, I can't, as ſome have done, let ſuch Stuff as 
U this paſs for the Life of the great Æſop. Planudes has little 
d Authority for any thing he has deliver d concerning him; 
d 
h 


NI fd 8 


Nay, as far as I can find, his whole Account, from the Be- 
ginning to the End, is mere Invention; excepting ſome- 
C few Circumſtances; ſuch as the Place of his Birth, and of. 
0 his Death; for in reſpect of the time in which he liv'd, 
be has blunder'd egregiouſiy, by mentioning. ſome Inci- 
d dents as cotemporary with Z/op, which were. far enough 
d from being ſo. Xanthus, his ſuppoſed Maſter, puts bis Wife 
n into a Paſſion, by bringing ſuch a Piece of Deformity 
„into her Houſe, as our Author is-defcrib'd to be. Upon 
"| this, the Maſter reproaches his Slave for not uttering ſome- 
x | thing witty, at a time that ſeem'd to require it ſo much: 
t | And then ſob comes out ſlap daſh, with a ſatirical Re- 
's | fletion upon Women, taken from Euripides the famous 
at | Greek Tragedian. Now Euripides happen'd not to be. born, 
Iz | till about fourſcore Years after Æſop's Death. What Cre- 
g | dit therefore can be given: to. any mY Planudes ſays of 
et | him? ; 
h | 5 „ 


„„ -: 


As to the Place of his Birth, I will allow with the 
-Generality of thoſe who have written about him, that it 
-might have been ſome Town in Phrygia major. Lucian 
calls him *A:g@7@- 5 pg: in Phedrus 2 is RyPd 
 Phryx AZ/opus, and A. Gellius making mention of him, 
ſays, Æſopus ille, à Phrygia, Fabulator, That he was alſo 
by Condition a Slave, we may conclude from what * Phe- 
Arus relates of him. But whether. at both Samos and Athens, 
he does not particularly mention: Tho' I am inclin'd to 
think it was at the latter only; becauſe he often ſpeaks of 
him as 6 that Place; and never at any other. As 
Jor Example, 


Athena: aum florerent æquis legibus, 


Eoyus talem tun Fallon ruin, Ib. 2. Fab. 
quidaen Iudentem Atticus 8 
| — quum 8 IIb. 3. Fab. 14. 
Athenas rumor implet 7 


Aſopus media. ſubito in turba — | Lib.4. Fab, 4, 


Kere ing entem A. poſwere Attici. Lib. z. Fab 9 


All which looks as if Phedrus believ'd 90 Athens was the 
only Place of his Servicude, and indeed that he had never 


liv'd any where elſe. Nor do I ſee how we could Belp 


being of that Opinion, if others of the Ancients, whoſe 


Credit is equally good, did not carry him into other Places, 


Hriflotle introduces him (as I mention'd before) ſpeaking 


in publick to the Samians, upon the Occaſion of their De- 


magogue, or prime Miniſter, ' being impeach'd for plun- 
dering the Commonwealth: in which Oration he makes: 
him inſert the + Fable of the Fox who was peſter'd with Flies; 
and who upon a Hedg-hog's offering-to drive them away, 
would not conſent to it; upon a — that a new Swarm 


would p 


* 


* Lib. 2. Fab. 3. & Lib. 3. Fab, 10% t CXCV. of this 
Os | 4 


ee e 


* 


2 


| a come in their room, and drain him of all the reſt of 


| Eſeþ. And, tho in one Place he ſeems to be ridicul'd by 


F 


Oracle at Delphos, and be ſent as his Envoy to Perianden 


— . , ng — 
— — — 


the Blood in his Body. Which Æſop applies thus. Te Aden of 
Samos, let me intreat you to ds as the Fox did; for this 
Man having got Money enough, can have no farther Occaſion 
0 rob you; But if, you put him to Death, ſome needy Per- 
fon will fill his Place, whoſe Wants muſt be ſupplied aut of 
your Property, | e | | 

I can't but think ep was ſomewhat above the do- 
gree of a Slave, when he made ſuch a Figure, as an emi- 
nent Speaker, in the Samian State. Perhaps he might have 
been in that low Condition in the former part of his Life; 
and therefore Phadrus, who had been of the fame Rank 
himſelf, might love to enlarge upon this Circumſtance. 
fince he does not chooſe to repreſent him in any higher 
Sphere. Unleſs we allow him to be * ſpeaking in as pub- 
lic a Capacity to the Aqhenians, upon the Occalion- of Pi- 
fſeratus's ſeizing upon their Liberties, as we have before: 
ſuppos d he did to the Samians. But however, granting 
that he was once a Slave, we have great Authority that he 
was afterwards, not only free, but in high Veneration and: 
Eſteem with all that knew him: eſpecially all that were 
eminent for Wiſdom and Virtue. Plutarch, in bis Banquet 
of the ſeven wiſe Men, among ſeveral other illuſtrious Per- 
fons celebrated for their Wit and Knowledge, introduces. 


one of the Company for being of a clumſy mongril Shape, 
yet in general he is repreſented as very courtly and polite 
ia his Behaviour. He rallies Solon and the reſt for taking 
too much Liberty. in preſcribing Rules for the Conduct 
of Sovereign Princes; putting them in mind that thoſe 
who aſpire to be the Friends and Counſellers of ſuch, loſs 
that Character, and carry Matters too far when they pro- 
ceed to cenſure and find fault with them. Upon the Cre- 
dit of Plutarch likewiſe we fix the Life of Z/op in the 
Time of Cræſus King of Lydia; with whom he was in 
ſuch Eſteem as to be deputed by him to confult the 


e King 
* Phad, Lib, 1. Fab, 24 


TRE FXUERZ - © 
King of Corinth; which was about three hundred and 


twenty Years after the Time in which Homer liv'd, me 1 
five lhiundred and fitty before Chrif. 
Now, tho' this imaginary Banquet of Plutarch Jods 1 
not carry with it the Weight of a ſerious Hiſtory, yet G 
we may take it for granted, that he introduc'd nothing in A 
his fictitious Scene, which might contradi either the B 
written or traditionary Life of Z/op 3 but rather choſe to 

make every thing agree with it. Be that as it will, z 
this is the Sum of the Account which we have to give _ 
of him. Nor indeed js it material for us to know the 6 
little. trifling Cirrumſtances of his Life; as whether he "A 
liv'd at Samos or Athens, whether he was a Slave or a hi 
Freeman, whether handſome or ugly. He has left us a. pf. 
Legacy in his Writings, that will preſerve his Memory WF 
dear and perpetual among us: what we have to do there- 2 
fore, is to ſhew our ſelves worthy of ſo valuable a Pre- = 
ſent; and to a&. in all reſpects, as near as we can, to * 
the Will and Intention of the Donor, They who are go- | " 


vern'd- by Reaſon, need no other Motive than the mere 17 
Goodneſs of a thing to incite them to the Practice of 
it. But Men, for the moſt part, are-{@ ſuperficial in their for 

þ - Inquiries that they take all upon Truſt; and have no taſte 
i for any thing but what is ſupported by the Vogue of 12 
| others, and which it is inconſiſtent with the Faſhion of 


the World not to admire; 


| 
6 As an: Inducement therefore to weh as theſe to like way 
ah the Perſon. and Converfation of Æſop, I muſt affure them , i 
Js that he was held in high Eſteem by moſt of the great |, 
1 Wits of old. Fhere is ſcarce an Author among the An- 8 
cient Greeks who mixt any thing of Morality in his Wri- 0 : 


tings, but either quotes or mentions him. Socrates is de- 110 
ſerib'd by * Plato as turning ſome of his Fables into Verſe; 
and that in ſome of thoſe ſerious Hours which he ſpent 1 
in Eriſon, a little before his Death. Ariſtophanes not only EY 
takes: Hints from him, but mentions him much to his 


Honour, as one whoſe Works were or. ought to be read oh 
| before 7 


| In rhæ done, 


* 


and, having finiſh'd it; This Fable 


P 
before any other. He brings in one Man upbraiding anes 
ther with Ignorance and Illiterateneſs in in theſe Words; 
% Alco memdT1as, you have not ſo much as read 
Aſop; it being, as Suidas obſerves, a proverbial Expreſ- 
ſion. Aviflotle (as you have ſeen) ſpeaks of him to his 
Advantage. Laertius tells us, Demetrius Phalareus writ A 
Book intitled 'A:17@Tet, & *Aiowraoy Ayu Tue ſc- 
ya, being a Collection of Fables; ſo many of which 
were AÆſop's, or done in his Manner, that he thought fit 
to call the whole by his Name. Eunius and Horace have 
embelliſh'd their Poetry with him. Phedrus gives him a- 
bundant Applauſe, And A. Gellius delivers his Opinion of 
him in a Manner, too particular to be omitted. Æſop the 
Phrygian, (ſays he) the famous Fabaliſt, has juſtly acquir d 
4 Reputation for his Wiſdom; for, as to thoſe things which 
are beneficial and adviſeable for us to do, he does not dictate 
and preſcribe them in that haughty dogmatical way fo much 
us d by ſome other Philoſophers: But dreſſes up a Parcel of 
agreeable entertaining Stories, and by them conveys to the 
Mind, the moſt wholeſome and ſeaſonable Doctrine, in the 
moſt acceptable and pleaſant Manner. As that + Fable of his, 
for Example, of the Lark and her young Ones, warns us, 
in the prettieſt way imaginable, never to lay any Streſs upon 
the Aſſiſtance of others, in regard to any Affair, which we 
our ſelves are able to manage without them Fhen-he pro- 
ceeds to give us a fine Verſion of mhaa 


we ſhould depend upon our ſelves only; and not look upon 
thoſe things which. are beyond our own Reach, as any Con- 
cerns of ours. 1 . | „„ 
Thus we ſee, whatever his Perſon was, the Beauties of 
his Mind were very charming and engaging; that the moſt 
celebrated among the Ancients were his Admirers; that 


| ebey ſpeak of bim with Rapruzes, and pay as great a R.. 


ec 
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| Fpe& to him gs to any of the other wiſe Men, who liv'd 
in the ſame Age. Nor can I.perceive, from any Author of 


Antiquity, that he was ſo deform'd as the Monk bas re- 
preſented him. If he had, he muſt have been ſo monſtrous 
and ſhocking to the Eye, as not only to be a very impro- 
per Envoy for a great King, but ſcarce fit to be admitted 
as a Slave in any private Family. Indeed, from what Plus- 
zarch hints of him, I ſuſpe& he had ſomething particular 
in his Mien; but rather Odd than Ugly, and more apt to 
excite Mirth than Diſguſt, in thoſe that convers'd with 
him. Perhaps ſomething humorous difplay'd itſelf in his 


Countenance as well as Writings; and it might be upon 


Account of both, that he got the Name of T*AwToTo1%%, 
as Lucian calls him, and his Works that of TSA. How- 
ever, we will go a middle way; and, without inſiſting 
upon his Beauty, or giving in to his Deforrnity, allow him 
to have made a merry comical Figure; at leaſt as hand- 
ſome as Socrates: but at the ſame time conclude, that this 
Particularity in the Frame of his Body, was ſo far from 
being of any Diſadvantage to him, that it gave a mirthful Caſt 
to every thing he ſaid, and added a kind of Poignancy to 
bis Converſation. . | 2 5 
We have ſeen what Opinion the Ancients had of 
our Author, and his Writings, Now, as to the Manner 
of conveying Inſtruction by Fables in general, tho many 
good Vouchers of Antiquity ſufficiently recommend it, 
yet, to avoid tiring the Reader's Patience, I ſhall wave 
all Quotations from thence, and lay before him the Teſti- 
mony of a Modern; whoſe Authority, in Point of Judg- 
ment, and conſequently in the preſent Caſe, may be as 
readily acknowledg'd, as that of any Ancient of them all, 


+ Fables, ſoys Mr. Addiſon, were the firſt Pieces of Wit | 


that made their Appearance in the World; and have been 


till highly walued, not only in times of the greateſt Sim 
pPlicity, but among the moſt polite Ages of Mankind. Jo- 


tham's Fable of the Trees, is the oldeft that is extant, and 


as beautiful as any which have been made ſince that Time. 
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Nathan' Fable of the poor Man and his Lamb, is likewiſe 
more ancient than any that is extant, beſides the above 
mention d; and had ſo good an Effect, as to convey In- 
s Jruction to the Ear of a King, without offending it, and to 
j- bring the Man after God's own Heart to a right Senſe of 
d his Guilt, and his Duty. We find Eſop in the moſt diſtant 
9 Ages of Greece, And, if we look into the very Beginning 
* of the Commonwealth of Rome, we ſee a Mutiny among 
o the common People appeasd by the Fable of the Belly 
hand the Limbs: which was indeed very proper to gain the 
is Attention of an incemſed Rabble, at a time when, perhaps, 
mn i hey would have torn to Pieces any Man who had preach'd 
„ i 7he ſame Doctrine to them, in an open and direct Manner. 
-A Fables took their Birth in the very Infancy of Learning, 
ig 7hey never flouriſh'd more than when Learning was at its 
m i greateſs Height. To juſtify this Aſſertion, I ſhall put my 
d- i Reader in Mind of Horace, the greateſt Wit and Critic in 
Ws i the Auguſtan Age; and of Boileau, the moſt correct Poet a- 
m 707g the Moderns: not to mention la Fontaine, who by this 
aft way of Writing, is come more into Vogue than any other 
to Author of our Times, After this he proceeds to give 
ſome Account of that kind of Fable, in which the Paſ- 
of | fions, and other imaginary Beings, are Actors; and con- 
ir cludes with a moſt beautiful one of that ſort, of his own 
ny | contriving. In another Place, he gives us a Tranflation 
it, from Homer off that inimitable Fable compriz d in the In- 
ve terview betwixt Jupiter and Juno, when the latter made 
ſti-uſe of the Girdle of Venus, to recall the Affection of her 
Jg- | Husband; a Piece, never to be ſufficiently recommended 
asf} to the Peruſal of ſuch of the fair Sex, as are ambitious 
all. of acquitting themſelves handſomely in point of conjugal 
Pit] Complacence. But I muſt not omit the excellent Preface, 
een | by which the Fable is introduc'd. + Reading is to the Mind, 
m- fays he, what Exerciſe is to the Body: As by the one, 
Jo- Health is preſerv/d, ſtrengthen'd, and invigorated by the 
and} other, Virtue (which is the Health of the Mind) is kept alive, 
me. cheriſh d and confirm. But, as Exerciſe becomes ws 


— L 


PREFACE 
and painful, when we make uſe of it only as the Means f 
Health, ſo Reading is tos apt to grow wuneaſy and burden- 
ſome, when we apply our ſelves to it only for our Improvement 
in Virtue. For this Reaſon, the Virtue which we gather 
from a Fable, or an Allegory, is like the Health we get by 
Hunting; as we are engagd in an agreeable Purſuit that 
draws us on with Pleaſure, and males us inſenſible of the 
Fatigues that accompany it. | DR 19s 
Having given my Reader the Opinion of this great 
Man, who has ſpoken ſo much and fo well in favour of 
the Subject I am concern'd in, there is no Room for me 
to enlarge farther upon that Head. His Argument de- 
monſtrates the Uſefulneſs and Advantage of this kind of 
Writing, beyond Contradiction. It therefore only remains 
that I make ſome Apology for troubling the Public with 
a new Edition, of what it has had fo often, and in fo 
many different Forms already, . 
Nothing of this Nature has been dons, ſince Leſtrange's 
Time, worth mentioning; And we had nothing before, 
but what (as he * obſerves) was ſo inſipid and flat in 
te Moral, and ſo coarſe and uncouth in the Style and Die- 
tion, that they were rather dangerous than profitable, as to 
the Purpoſe for which they were principally intended; and 
likely to do forty times more Harm than Good. I ſhall there- 
| fore only obſerve to my Reader, the Inſufficiency of Le- 
firange's own Performance, as to the Purpoſe for which he 
profeſſes to have principally intended it; with ſome other 
Circumſtances, which will help to excuſe, if not juſtify, 
what I have enterpriz'd upon the ſame Subject. 

Now the Purpoſe for which he principally intended his 
Book, as in his Preface he ſpends a great many Words 
to inform us, was for the Uſe and Inſtruction of Children; 

Who being, as it were, a mere raſa tabula, or blank Pa- 
| per, are ready tadifferently for any Opinion. good or bad, 
14 zaking all upon Credit; and that it is in the power of the 

5 firſt Comer to write Saint or Devil upon them, which 

be pleaſes. This being truly and certainly the On 
1 8 what 
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what Devils, nay what poor Devils, would PT 
make of thoſe Children, who ſhould be ſo unfortunate as 
to read his Book, and imbibe his pernicious Principles! 
Principles, coin'd and ſuited to promote the Growth, and 
ſerve the Ends of Popery, and Arbitrary Power. Tho' 
vre had never been told that he was Penfioner to a Popiſh 
Prince, and that he himſelf profeſs'd the fame unaccounta- 
able Religion, yet his Reflections upon Z£/op would diſco- 
ver it to us: In every political Touch, he ſhews himſelf 
to be the Tool and Hireling of the Popiſh Faction; ſince, 
even a Slave, without ſome mercenary View, wouid not 
bring Arguments to juſtify Slavery, nor endeavour to 
eſtabliſh Arbitrary Power upon the Baſis of right Reaſon. 
What ſort of Children therefore are the blank Paper, up- 
on which ſuch Morality as this ought to be written? 
Not the Children of Britain, J hope; for they are born 
and with free Blood in their Veins; and fuck in Liberty 
with their very Milk. This they ſhould be taught to 
love and cheriſh above all Things, and, upon Occafion, 
to defend and vindicate it; as it is the Glory of their 
Country, the greateſt Bleſſi ng of their Lives, and the 
peculiar happy Privilege in which they excel all the 
World befides. Let therefore Leffrange, with bis {laviſh 
Doctrine, be - baniſh'd to the barren Deſarts of Arabia, 
to the Nurſeries of: Turkey, Perſia and Morocco; where 
all Footſteps of Liberty have long ſince been worn out, 
and the Minds of the People, by a narrow Way of 
thinking, contracted and innur'd to Fear, Poverty, and 
miſerable Servitude. Let the Children of Fay, France, 
Spam and the reſt of the Popiſh Countries furniſh him 


with blank Paper for Principles, of which free-born Bri- 


tons are not capable. The earlier ſuch Notions are in- 


aild into er, Minds as theirs indeed, the better it will 


be for them; as it will keep them from thinking of 
any other than the abject ſervile Condition to which they 
are born. But let the Minds of our Brizi/þ Youth be for 
yer educated and im eds in that Spirit of Truth and 

| Tm 


| „ : 
i Liberty, for the Support of which their Ancefiors hare 
' often bravely exhauſted ſo much Blood and Treaſure, - 
i Had any thing tending to debaſe and enſlave the Minds 
ill of Men been implied, either in the Fables or Morals of 
1 Asp, upon which Lefirange was to make juſt and fair 
lt Reflections, he might have pleaded that for an Excuſe, 
Baut Ajfop, tho it was his own incidental Misfortune to 
t | | be a Slave, yet paſs'd the time of his Servitude among 
tho free States of Greece; where he ſaw the high E- 
1 ſteem in which Liberty was held, and poſlibly learn'd to 
tl value it accordingly. He has not one Fable, or fo much 
[ as a Hint to favour Leſtranges Infinuations; but, on 
the contrary, takes all Occaſions to recommend à Love 
for Liberty, and an Abhorrence of Tyranny, and all ar- 
bitrary Proceedings. Vet Leſirange, (tho' in the Preface 
to his: ſecond: Part he uſes' theſe Words, I have conſulted 
OE eee withal, in the Choice of 
| the Collection, without feraining any thing, all this while, 
5 beyond the ſtrict i Equity of a fair and an innocent Mean- 
1 ing) notoriouſly perverts both the Senſe and Meaning of 
1 ſeveral Fables; particularly when any political Inſtruction 
= is couch'd im the Application. For example, in the fa- 
1 mous Fable of the Dog, and the Wolf, which: Phedrus fo. 
65 users in with this Verſe; . | 


* Qua An fr Libertas, bene gun. 


Aj aber 2 long tedious amußaq Rede tien, without! one 
1 word to the Purpoſe; he telis us at lat, Ther the Frre· Prin 
11 am which Æſop is ſo tender of her is w be ande foo of by N 
e Neuen ef the Mind. No body ever underſtood it i. 
104 ſo I dare ſay, that knew what the other Freedom was. ſpec 
44 «s for what he mentiong it is not in the power of the bad [ 
11 greateſt Tyrant that lives to deprive us of it. df Ahe — 
4 jm was only ſenũble how fweet the Freedom of the m. 
Fil Mind: was; and had no Concern for the Liberty of his 

4 Fenton, be * bore vemurc to hare gone with the 
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Dog well enough: But then he would have fav'd Lefranys 
the ſpoiling of one of the beſt Fables in the whole Cot- 
jection. However this may ſerve for a Pattern of that 
Gentleman's Candor and Ingenuity in the Manner of draw» 
ing his Refle&ions. ſop brearh'd: Liberty in a political 
Senſe, whenever he thought fit to hint any thing about 
that happy State. And Phedrns, whoſe hard Lot it once 
was to have been a domeſtic Slave, had yet ſo great a Ve- 
neration for the Liberty I am ſpea king of, that he mude 
no Scruple to write in favour of it, even under the U- 
ſurpation of a Tyrant; and at a time vehen the once glo- 
rious free People of Rome had nothing but the Form and 
Shadow of their ancient Conſtitution left.. This he did 
particularly in the Fable of The Frogs deſiring a King; 
as I have obſerv'd in the“ Application to it. After 
which, I leave it to the Deciſion of any indifferent Per- 
ſon, whether Leſtrange in the Tenor of his Reflections, 
has proceeded without ſtraiving moſt Things, in point of 
Politics, beyond the ſtricteſi Equity of a fair and an inno- 
cent Meaning. | | 

But this is not all the Objection I have againſt him, as 
to his Work being deſignd for the Uſe of Children, 
For, as he has ſwell'd it to ſo voluminous a Bulk, and 
by that means raid it to an exorbitant Price, I don't ſee 
how it can ſuit either the Hand or Pocket of the Gene- 
rality of Childrem IF I were apt tu put Conſtructions 
upon the ways of Providence, I (ſhould fanſy this Prolixity 
of his, was order'd as a Preſeryative againſt his noxious 
Principles; for however his Book may have been us'd 
by Men, I dare fay few Children have been converſant with 
it. For, if they had, thoſe of a liberal Condition more 
eſpecially, they could not well have eſcap'd without ſome 
bad Tincture or Impreſſion, not only from his falſe Poli- 
tics but from ſuch low, vulgar, obſcene Tales, as are to 
be met with in his ſecond Part; where he forſakes Æſop, 
and the Fabuliſts, and deſcants upon the Stories of Boccace, 
and ſome other facetious Wags. Beſides that, throughout 
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the whole, he himſelf is guilty of a Fault with which ht 


charges others, who have publiſh'd former Editions of 


Aſop, (viz.) rather of teaching us what we ſhould not do, 


than what we 
Whether I have mended the Faults I find with him, 


in this or any other reſpect, I muſt leave to the Judg- 
ment of the Reader: Profeſſing (according to the Princi- 
ple on which the following Applications are byilt) that [ 


am a Lover of Liberty and Truth; an Enemy to Tyranny, 
either in Church or State; and one who deteſt Party Ani- 
moſities, and factious Diviſions, as much as I wiſh the 


Peacs and Proſperity of my _ 
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ER ag young Cock, in Company with two - 
or three Pullets, his Miſtreſſes, raking up» = OY 
on a ' Dunghill for ſomething to enteltain 
them with, happen d to ſcratch up a 
Jewel; he knew what it was well e 
nough, for it ſparkled with an exceeding — 
b ght Luſtre; but, not knowing what to do with ft. 
ndeayour'd to cover his Ignorance under a gay Contempt. 
Po, ſbrugging up his Wings, ſhaking his Head, and put-—! 
ng on a Grimace, he expreſs'd bimſelf to this purpolgs :: 

* you are a very fine Thing but I know not any... — WT, 
B „ Butt Fs OY 
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Buſineſs you have here, I make no ſcruple of declaring that 
my Tafte lies quite another way ; and I had rather have 


one Grain of dear, delicious Barley, than all the Jewels 
under the Suu. $7 d 55 
. „ APPLECATION... 
There are ſeveral People in the World that paſs, 
with Tome, for well-accomplith'd Gentlemen, and ve- 
ry pretty Fellows, tho' they are as great Strangers to 
the true Uſes of Virtue and Knowledge, as the Cock 
upon the Danghill is to the real Value of the Jewel, 
He palliates his Ignorance by pretending that his Taſte 
lies another way: But, whatever gallant Airs People 
may give themſelves upon theſe Occaſions, without 
diſpute, the ſolid Advantages of Virtue, and the du- 
rable Pleaſures of Learning, are as much to be pre- 
fer'd before other objects of the Senſes, as the fineſt 
brilliant Diamond is above a Barley- Corn. The great- 
eſt Blockheads would appear to underſtand, what at 
the ſame-time they affect to deſpiſe; and no body 
yet was ever ſo vicious as to have the Impudence to 
declare in public, that Virtue was not a fine Thing. 
haut ftill, among the idle, fantering, young Fellows 
of the Age, who have Leiſure, as well to cultivate 
and improve the Faculties of the Mind, as to dreſs 
and embelliſh the Body; how many are there who 
ſpend their Days in raking after new Scenes of De- 
bauchery, in compariſon of thoſe few who know how 
to reliſh more reaſonable Entertainments ? Honeſt, 
undeſigning good Senſe is ſo unfaſhionable, that he 
muſt be a bold Man, who at this time of day at- 
tempts to bring it into Eſteem. | 3 95 
How diſappointed is tne Youth, who in the midſt 
of his amorous Purſuits, endeayouring to plunder an 
Outſide of Bloom and Beauty, finds a Treaſure of 
impene:rable Virtue conceal'd within! And, why may 
it not- be ſaid, how delighted are the fair Sex ! when, 
from amoag a crowd of empty, frolic, conceited- Ad- 
mirers, they find out and diſtinguiſh with their good 
Opinion, a Man of Senſe, with a plain unaffected Per- 
ſon which, at firſt ſight, they did not like. - 11 
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NE hot, ſultry Day, a Wolf and a Lamb hal 

to come, juſt at the fame time, to quench their 
Thirſt in the Stream of a clear, filver Brook that ran 
c, tumbling down the Side of a rocky Mountain. The 
Wolf ſtood upon the higher Ground; and the Lamb at 
ſome Diſtance from him down the Current, However, 
wi the Wolf, having a mind to pick a Quarrel with him, 
t, ask'd him, what he meant by diſturbing the Water, and 
de making it ſo muddy that he could not drink; and, at 
t- If the fame time, demanded Satisfaction. The Lamb, fright= 

en'd at this threat'ning Charge, told him, in a Tone as 
it mild as poſſible, That, with humble Submiſſion, he 
in could not conceive how that could be; ſince the Water, 
of Wl which he drank, ran down from the Wolf to him, and 
'? Il therefore could not be difturb'd fo far up the Stream. Be 
d. chat as it will, replies the Wolf, you are a Raſcal, and I 
„d have been told that you treated me with ill Language, 
behind my Back, about half a Year ago. Upon my 
Word, ſays the Lamb, the Time you mention was be- 
fore I was born, The Wolf, finding it to no purpoſe to 


2 argue 
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argue any longer againſt Truth, fell into a great Paſſion 
ſnmarling and foaming at the Mouth as if he had been mad; 

and, drawing . nearer to the Lamb, Sirrah, ſays he, if it 
was not you, it was your Father, and that's all one: $o, 
he ſeiz'd the poor, innocent, helpleſs Thing, tore it to 
Pieces, and made a Meal of it, 

A APPLICATIHION. 

The thing which is pointed at in this Fable is ſo ob- 
vious, that it will be impertinent to multiply Words 
about it. When a cruel, ill- natur'd Man has a Mind to 
abuſe one inferior to himſelf, either in Power or Cou- 
rage, tho he has not given the leaſt Occaſion for it, 
how does he reſemble the Wolf! whoſe envious, rapa- 
cious Temper could not bear to ſee Innocence live 
quietly in its Neighbourhood. . In ſhort, where-ever 
ill People are in Power, Innocence and Integrity are 
| ſure to be perſecuted ; the more vicious the Commu- 
nity is, the better Countenance they have for their. 
own villainous Meaſures : To practiſe Honeſty in bad 
Times, is being liable to Suſpicion enough; but if 
any one ſhould dare to preſcribe it, 'tis ten to one 
but he would be impeach'd of high Crimes and Mil- 
demeanors: For to ſtand up for Juſtice in a degene- 
rate, corrupt State, is tacitly to upbraid the Govern- 
ment; and ſeldom fails of pulling down Vengeance 
upon the Head of him that offers to ſtir in its De- 
fence. Where Cruelty and Malice are in Combina- 
tion with Power, nothing is ſo eaſy as for them to 
find a Pretence to tyrannize over Innocence, and ex- 
exciſe all manner of Injuſtice. | | 
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ne F AB. III. The Frogs deſiring a King. 


- Tt HE Frogs, living an eaſy free life every where 
among the Lakes and Ponds, aſſembled together, one 

li Day, in a very tumultuous Manner, and petition'd Fupiter 
ne- to let them have a King; who might inſpect their Morals, 
rn- and make them live a little honeſter. Jupiter being, at 
ace that time, in pretty good Humour, was pleaſed to laugh 
De- heartily at their ridiculous Requeſt; and throwing a little 
na-W Log down into the Pool, cried, There's a King for you. 
| toll The ſudden Splaſh which this made by its Fall into the 
ex: Water, at firſt, terrified them fo exceedingly, that they 
were afraid to come near it. But in a little time, ſeeing 

it lay ſtill, without moving, they ventur'd, by degrees, to 
approach it; and at laſt, finding there was no Danger, 

they leap'd upon it; and, in ſhort, treated it as familiarly 

as they pleas d. But, not contented with ſo inſipid a King 

as this was, they ſent their Deputies to petition again for 
another ſort of one : for This they neither did nor could 

like, Upon that, he ſent them a Stork; who, without any 
Ceremony, fell a devouring and eating them up, one after 

| another, as faſt as he could. Then they apply'd themſelves 
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3 SO EPꝶs FABLES. 
privately to Mercury, and got him to ſpeak to Jupiter in 
their Behalf, That he would be ſo good as to bleſs them 
with a Revolution, No, ſays he, ſince it was their own 


Choice, let the obſtinate Wretches ſuffer the Puniſhment 


due to their Folly, 
„„ 

Tt is pretty extraordinary to find a Fable of this 
Kind finiſh'd with ſo bold and yet polite a Turn by 
Phædrus; one, who attain'd his Freedom by the Fa- 
vour of Auguſtus, and wrote it in the Time of Tibe- 
rius; Who were, ſucceſſively, Tyrannical Uſurpers of 
the Roman Government, If we may take his Word 
for it, Æſop ſpoke it upon this Occaſion, When the 
Common-wealth of Arhens flouriſh'd under good 
wholſome Laws of its own enaQting, they relied ſo 
much upon the Security of their Liberty, that they 


 _negligently ſuffer'd it to run out into Licentionſneſs. And 
Factions happening to be fomented among them, by 


defigning "ag ra much about the fame Time, Pi- 
ſiſtratus took that Opportunity to make himſelf Ma- 


ſter of their Citadel and Liberties both together. The 
Athenians, finding themſelves in a State of Slavery, 


tho* their Tyrant happen'd to be a very merciful one, 


yet could not bear the Thoughts of it; ſo that Z/op, 


where there was no better Remedy, preſeribes them 


Patience, by the Example of the foregoing Fable; 


and adds, at laſt, Wherefore, my dear Countrymen, be 
contented with your preſent Condition, bad as it is, for 
fear a Change ſhould be worſe. | | 

A ſeaſonable Advice to all States to continue well 
when they are ſo; and if they have been ſo wanton as 


to make one Change for the worſe, to have a care 
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FAB. IV. The vain Jack-Daw. 
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Certain Jack-Daw vvas ſo proud and ambitions, that, 
not contented to live within his own Sphere, but 
picking up the Feathers which fell from the Peacocks, 
he ſtuck them in among his own, and very confidently 


introduc'd himſelf into an Aſſembly of thoſe beautiful 
Birds. They ſoon found him our, ſtrip'd him of his 


borrow'd Plumes, and falling upon him with their ſharp 
Bills, puniſh'd him as his Preſumption deſery'd, Upon 
this, full of Grief and Affliction, he return'd to his old 
Companions, and would have flock'd with them again; 
but they, knowing his late Life and Converſation, indu- 
ſtriouſly avoided him, and refus d to admit him into their 
Company: And one of them, at the ſame time, gave him 
this ſerious Reproof; If, Friend, you could have been 
contented with our Station, and had not diſdain'd the 
Rank in which Nature had plac'd you, you had not been 
us'd ſo ſcurvily by thoſe upon whom you intruded your 
ſelf, nor ſuffer'd the notorious Slight, which now We 


| think our ſelves oblig'd to put upon 1590 


ch Ihe 


$ Z#$OP' FABLES. 
1 , 
What we may learn from this Fable, is, in the main, 
to live contentedly in our own Condition, whatever 
it be, without affecting to look bigger than we are, 
by a falſe or borrow'd Light. To be barely pleas'd 
with appearing above what a Man really is, is bad 
enough; and what may juſtly render him contemptible 
in the Eyes af his Equals: But, if to enable him to do 
this with ſomething a better Grace, he has clande- 
ſtinely feather'd his Neſt with his Neighbour's Goods, 
when found ont, he has nothing to expect but to be 
ſtript of his Plunder, and us'd like a felonious Rogue 
into the Bargain, | | 
A little, private Pilferer, cannot hope to come off 
upon Terms more favourable than theſe, And when 
Avarice and Ambition meet together in the Heart of 
one who is wicked and able enough to rob the Pub- 
lic, and enrich himſelf with the Spoils of a whole 
Country, he can expect nothing leſs than a Reſent- 
ment proportionable to his Crime. | | 
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A Dog. croſſing a little Rivulet with a piece of Fleſh 
in his Mouth, ſaw bis own Shadow repreſented in 
| „„ the 
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to be another Dog, who was carrying another Piece of 


dropt the Piece he had in his Mouth, which immediately 
ſunk to the Bottom, and was irrecoverably loſt. 


narchs have been drawn in, by this greedy Humour, 


been reduced to the laſt Extremity, by the ſame” un- 


ſelf a Beggar in the End, 


. AO FABLES. vi 
the clear Mirrour of the limpid stream; and, believing it 


Fleſh, he could not forbear catching at it: but was ſo far 
from getting any thing by his greedy Deſign, that he 


Te APPETICATION. 

He that catches at more than bogs to him, juſtly 
deſerves to loſe what he has. Vet nothing is 
more common, and, at the ſame time, more pernici- 
ous than this ſelfaſh 'Principle,. It prevails, from the 
King to the Peafant; and all Orders and Degrees of 
Men, are more or leſs infected with it. Great Mo- 


to graſp at the Dominions of their Neighbours ; 
not that they wanted any thing more to feed their 
Luxury, - but to gratify their inſatiable Appetite for 
Vain-Glory. If the Kings of Perſia could have been 
contented with their own vaſt Territories, they had 
not loſt all Aſia for the ſake of a little petty State of 
Grece. And France, with all its Glory, has, ere now, 
juſt Encroachments. | | 

He that thinks he ſees another Eſtate in a Pack of 
Cards, or a Box and Dice, and ventures his own in_ 
the Purſuit of it, ſhould not repine, if he finds bim- 


Sem. 
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FAB. VI. The Lion and other Beaſts. 
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*HE Lion and ſeveral other Beaſts enter'd into an Al- 
| lance offenſive and defenſive, and were to live very 
ſociably together in the Foreſt. One Day, having made 
a ſort of an Excurſion by way of hunting, they took a 
very fine, large, fat Deer; which was divided into four 
Parts: there happening to be then preſent, his Majeſty 
the Lion, and only three others. After the Diviſion was 
made, and the Parts were ſet out, his Majeſty advancing 
forward ſome Steps, and pointing to one of the Shares, 
was pleas'd to declare himſelf, after the following man- 
ner: This I ſeize and take Poſſeſſion of as my Right, 
Which devolves to me as I am deſcended by a true, li- 
neal, hereditary Succeſſion from the royal family of Lion; 
That (pointing to the. ſecond) I claim by, I think, no un- 
reaſonable Demand; conſidering that all the Engagements 
you have with the Enemy turn chiefly upon my Cou- 
rage and Conduct; and you very well know that Wars are 
too expenſive to be carried on without proper Supplies. 
Then (nodding his Head towards the Third) That I ſhall 
take by vertue of my Prerogative; to which, I make no 
| * but ſo dutiful and loyal a People will pay all or 

| 8 Cu 
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Deference and Regard that I can deſire. Now, as for 
the remaining Part, the Neceſſity of our preſenr Affairs 
is ſo very urgent, our Stock ſo low, and our Credit ſo 
impaird and weaken'd, that I muit inſiſt upon your 
granting that without any Heſitation or Demurr; and 
hereof fail not at your Peril. | . 
mw APPFLICA4 TION; 

No Alliance is ſafe which is made with thoſe that 
are Superiour to us in Power. Tho' they lay them» 
ſelves under the moſt ſtrict and ſolemn Ties at the 
opening of the Congreſs, yet. the firft advantageous 
Opportunity will tempt them to break the Treaty; 
and they will never want ſpecious Pretences to fur- 
niſh out their Declarations of War, It is not eaſy to 
determin, whether it is more ſtupid and ridiculous for 
a Community, to truſt it ſelf firſt in the Hands of thoſe 
| that are more powerful than themſelves, or to won- 
der afterwards that their Confidence ana Credulity are 

- BY abus'd, and their Properties invaded. _ 
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5 Wolf, after devouring his Prey, happen'd to have 


the a. Bone flick in his Throat; which gave him ſo 
ö „„ 5 much 


12 SOP, FABLES. 
much Pain, that he went howling up and down, and WW 
importuning every Creature he met, to lend him a kind 
Hand in order to his Relief; nay, he promiſed a reaſon- 
able Reward, to any one that ſhould undertake the Ope- 
ration with Succeſs. At laſt the Crane, tempted with 
the Lucre of the Reward, and having firſt procur'd him 
to confirm his Promiſe with an Oath, undertook the Buſi- 
neſs; and ventur'd his long Neck into the rapacious Fe- 
| lon's Throat, In ſhort, he pluck'd out the Bone, and 
expected the promis'd Gratuity. When the Wolf, turning 
his Eyes diſdainfully towards him, faid, I did not think 
| you had been ſo unconſcionable; I had your Head in my 1 
Mouth, and could have bit it off whenever I pleas'd, but 
ſuffer d you to take it away without any Damage, and 
pet you are not contented. ; | 
I APPLICATION. | 
There is a ſort of People in the World, to whom | 
a Man may be in the wrong for doing Services, upon 
aA double Score; firſt, becauſe they never deſery'd to 4 
have a good Office done them; and ſecondly, becauſe, 
when once engag'd, tis ſo hard a matter to get well F 
rid of their Acquaintance. no 8 
This Fable is not an Example of Ingratitude, as at 1 4 
firſt ſight it ſeems to be, and as fame of the Mytho- 
Jogiſts have underſtood it; to - Parallel F 
in that Caſe, the Crane ought to. been under | It 
ſome Difficulties in his Turn, and the Wolf have re- te 
fus'd to aſſiſt him when it was in his Power. The © 
whole ſtreſs of it lies in this, That we ought to con- P 
ider what kind of People they are to whom we are W @ 
deſir'd to do good Offices, before we do them; for he © 
that grants a Favour, or even confides in a Perſon of 
no Honour, inſtead of finding his Account in it, v 
comes off well if he is no Sufferer, 
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FAB. VTIT. The Stag looking i into the Water. 
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TE Stag that had been 8 at a clear Spring, favs 
. himſelf in the Water; and, pleas'd with the Pro- 
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ſpe&, ſtood afterwards for ſome Time contemplating and 


ſurveying his Shape and Features, from Head to Foot. 

Ah! fays he, what a glorious pair of branching Horns are 
there! how gracefully do thoſe Antlers hang over my 
Forehead, and give an agreeable Turn to my whole Face! 
If ſome other Parts of my Body were but proportionable 
to them, I'd turn my Back to no bodyz but I have a Sett 
of ſuch Legs as really make me aſham'd to ſee them, 
People may talk what they pleaſe of their Conveniencies, 
and what great Need we ſtand in of them upon ſeveral 


Occaſions; but, for my Part, I find them fo very ſlender, 


and unſightly, that I had e'en as lief have none at all. 


While he was giving himſelf theſe Airs, he was alarm'd 
with the Noiſe of ſome Huntſmen, and a Pack of Hounds, 
that had been juſt laid on upon the Scent, and were 


making towards him. Away he flies in ſome Conſter- 
nation, and, bounding nimbly over the Plain, threw Dogs 


and Men at a vaſt Diſtance behind him. After which, | 
W 
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taking a very thick Copſe, he had the ill Fortune to be 
entangled by his Horns in a Thicket; where he was held 
faſt, till the Hounds came in and pull'd him down, Find- 
ing now how it was like to be with him, in the Pangs 
of Death, he is ſaid to have utter'd theſe Words: Unhappy 
Creature that I am! I am too late convinc'd, that, what 
I prided my ſelf in, has been the Caufe of my Undoing ; 
and what I ſo much diſlik d, was the only Thing that 
could have fav'd me, VVV 


„„ APPLICATION, 


Perhaps we cannot apply this better, than by ſup- 
poſing the Fable to be a Parable; which may be thus 
explain'd. The Deer, viewing it ſelf in the Water, is 
a _ beautiful young Lady at her Looking-Glaſs. She 
can't help being ſenſible of the Charms which lie 
blooming in every Feature of her Face, She moiſtens 
*her Lips, languiſhes with her Eyes, adjuſts every Lock 
of her Hair with the niceſt Exactneſs, gives an agreea- 
ble Attitude to her whole Body: and then, with a ſoft 
Sigh, ſays to her ſelf, Ah! how happy might I be; 


in a daily Crowd of Admirers, if it were not for the 


Cenſoriouſneſs of the Age! When 1 view that Face, 
where Nature, to give her her Due, has been liberal 
enough of Charms, how eaſy ſhould | be, if it were 
not for that ſlender Particular, my Honour. The 
_,, odious Idea of that comes acroſs all my happy Mo- 

ments, and brings a Mortification with it that damps 
my moſt flattering, tender Hopes, Oh! that there 
were no ſuch Thing in the World! In the midſt of 
theſe Soliloquies, ſhe is interrupted by the Voice of 


her Lover, who enters her Chamber, ſinging a Riga- 


don Air; and, introducing his Diſcourſe in a familiar 


bit eaſy manner, takes Occaſton to launch out in Praiſe 
ot her Beauty, ſees ſhe is pleas'd with it, ſnatches her 


Hand, kiſſes it in a Tranſport, and in ſhort, purſues 


bis Point ſo cloſe, that ſhe is not able to diſengage 


her ſelf from him. But, when the Conſequence of all 
this approaches, in an Agony of Grief and Shame, ſhe 
ſetches a deep Sigh, and ſays, Ah! how 2 
| ET 1 have 
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underneath, and began to compliment the Crow upon the 
Subject of her Beauty. I proteſt, ſays he, I never ob- 


make no queſtion but you have a tolerable Voice. If it 
is but as fine as your Complexion, I don't know a Bid 
that can pretend to ſtand in Competition with. you. Te 


riggled about, and hardly knew where ſhe was; but 
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have I been! the Virtue I lighted might have ſav'd 
me; but the Beauty I priz'd ſo much * been * 
Undoing. 4 


FA B. IX. e Fox and the Crow. 
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A Crow having taken a Piece of Cheeſe out of a Cot< 


tage · Window, flew up into a high Tree with it, in 
order to eat it. Which a Fox obſerving, came and fate 


== 
—, 


ſerv'd it before, butꝰ your Feathers are of a more delicate 
White than any that ever I ſaw in my Life. Ah! what a 
fine Shape, and graceful turn of Body is there! And: I 


Crow, tickled with this very civil Language, neſtled and 


thinking the Fox a little dubious as to the Particular of 
her Voice, and having a mind to ſet him right in that 


Ws begun to ſing, and, in Ln * Inſtant, let the 
Cbeeſe 


— —— wes 
— — — 
— 2 — . 3 
In an 8 


Cheeſe drop out of her Mouth. This being what the 
Fox wanted, he chop'd it up in a. Moment; and trotted 
away, laughing to himſelf, at the eaſie Credulity of the 
Crow, | 1 5 „ 
Tw APPLICATION. 
They that love Flattery (as it is to be feared, too 
many do) are ina fair way to repent of their Foible 
at the long Run, And 25 how few are there a- 
mong the whole race of Mankind, who may be 
ſaid to be full Proof againſt its Attacks. The groſs 
Way, by which it is manag'd by ſome ſilly Practi- 
tioners, is enough to alarm the dulleſt Apprehenſion, 
and make it value it ſelf upon the Quickneſs of its 
Inſight into the little Plots of this nature. But, let 
the Ambuſcade be diſpos'd with due Judgment, and 
it will ſcarce fail of ſeizing the moſt guarded Heart. 
How many are tickled to the laſt degree with the 
Pleaſure of Flattery, even while they are applauged 
for their honeſt Deteſtation of it. There is no Way 
to baffle the Force of this Engine, but by every one's 
examining impartially for himſelf, the true Eſtimate 
of his own Qualities; If he deals ſincerely in the 
Matter, no body can tell ſo well as himſelf, what 
degree of Eſteem ought to attend any of his Actions; 
and therefore he ſhould be entirely eaſy, as to the 
Opinion Men are like to have of them in the World. 
If they attribute more to him than is his Due, they 
are either deſigning or miſtaken; if they allow him 
leſs, they are envious, or, poſſibly, ſtill miſtaken ; 
and, in either Caſe, are to be deſpis'd, or diſregarded, 
For he that flatters without deſigning to make Advan- 
tage of it, is a Fool: And whoever encourages that 
Flattery which he has Senſe enough to ſee thro', is a 
vain Coxcomb.. 8 
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FA B. X. The Two Bitches. 
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Bitch, who was juſt ready to whelp, intreated another 
Bitch to lend her her Kennel, only till her Month was 


e up, and aſſur'd her that then ſhe ſhould have it again. 
it The other very readily conſented, and, with a great deal 
3 of Civility, reſigned it to her immediately, However, 
e when the Time was elaps'd, ſhe came and made her a 
. Viſit, and very modeſtly intimated, that now ſhe was up 


7 and well, ſhe hop'd ſhe ſhould ſee her abroad again; for 
1 that, really, it would be inconvenient for her to be with- 
out her Kennel any longer, and therefore ſhe told her ſhe 
muſt be ſo free as to deſire her to provide her {cif with 
other Lodgings as ſoon as ſhe could. The lying- in Bitch 
- replied, That truly ſhe was aſham'd for having kept her ſo 
Jong out of her own Houſe; but it was not upon her own 
Account, for indeed ſhe was well enough to go any 
where, ſo much as that of her Puppies, who were yet fo 
weak, that ſhe was afraid they would not be able to fol- 
low her; and, if ſhe would but be fo good as to let her 
ſtay a Fortnight longer, ſhe ſhould take it for the greateſt 
Obligation in the World. The other Bitch was fo good- | 
: | gatur'd | | 
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natur'd and compaſſionate as to comply with this Requeſt 
too; but, at the Expiration of the Term, came and told 


her poſitively that ſhe muſt turn out, for ſhe could not 


poſſibly let her be there a Day longer. Muſt turn out — 
ſays t'other; we'll ſee that; for 1 promiſe you, unleſs you 
can beat me, and my whole Litter of Whelps, you are 
never like to have any thing more to do here. 


| ä 

Poſſeſſion is eleven Points of the Law; and tho', 
where Equity flouriſnes, and Property is duly ſecur'd, 
the twelfth Point, I mean that of Right, is better than 
the other eleven; yet this Fable may ſerve as a very 
good Leſſon of Caution to us, never to let any thing 
we value go out of our Poſeſſion, without very good 
Security. Wiſe and good-natur'd Men will give libe- 
rally and judiciouſly what they can ſpare; but to lend, 
where there is a Probability of our being defrauded 
by the Borrower, is the Part of a too eaſy and blame» 
able Credulity. | | 


FAB. XI. The proud Frog. 
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4 among a Parcel of young Frogs, and trod one of 
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them to Death. The reſt inform'd their Mother, when 


| ſhe came home, what had happen'd; telling her, that the _ 


Beaſt which did it was the hugeſt Creature that ever they 


| ſaw in their Lives. What? was it ſo big? ſays the old 


Frog, ſwelling and blowing up her ſpeckled Belly to a 


great Degree, Oh, bigger by a vaſt deal, ſay they, And 


ſo big? fays ſhe, training her ſelf yet more. Indeed, 


Mamma, fay they, if you were to burſt jour ſelf, you 


would never be ſo big. She ſtrove yet again, and burſt 
her ſelf indeed. | | 


The APPLICATION. 


Whenever a Man endeavours to live m_ with one 
ure to ſhare a 

like Fate with the Frog in the Fable. How many vain 

People, ef moderate eaſy Circumſtances, burſt and 


come to nothing, by vying with thoſe, whoſe Eſtates 


are more ample than their own! Sir Changeling Plumb- 
flock was poſſeſs'd of a very conſiderable Demeſns, 
devolv'd to him by the Death of an old Uncle of the 
City, who had adopted him his Heir, He had a falſe 


"Taſte of Happineſs; and, without the leaſt Economy, 


truſting to the Sufficiency of his vaſt Revenue, was 


reſolv'd to be out-done by no body, in ſhewiſh Gran- 


deur, and expenſive Living, He gave five thouſand 
Pounds for a Piece of Ground in the Country, to fet 
a Houſe upon; the Building and Furniture of which 
coſt fifty Thouſand more; and his Gardens were pro- 


e e magnificent. Beſides which, he thought 


imſelf under a Neceſſity of buying out two or three 
Tenements which ſtood in his Neighbourhood, that 
he might have Elbow-room enough. All this he could 
very well bear; and ſtill might have been happy, had 


it not been for an unfortunate View which he one 


Day happen'd to take of my Lord Caftleomilder's 


Gardens, which conſiſt of twenty Acres, whereas his 


own were not above twelve. For from that Time he 
grew penſive; and before the enſuing Winter gave 
five and thirty Years Purchaſe for a dozen Acres more 
to enlarge his Gardens, built a couple of 4 
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rims, as the Stork * them with his eating. Rey- 


20 X SO Ps FABLE S. 


Green-houſes, and a large Pavilion at the farther end 
of a Terras-Walk. The bare Repairs and Superin- 
tendencies of all which, call for the remaining Part 
of his Income. He is mortgag'd pretty deep, and pays 
no body; But, being a privileg'd Perſon, reſides alto- 
gether at a private cheap Lodging in the City of 
Weſtminſter. 


FAB. XI. The Fox and the Stork. 
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ar Fox invited the Stork to Dinner; and, being 
diſpos'd to divert himſelf at the expence of his Gueſt, 
provided nothing for the Entertainment, but a Soup, in a 


wide, ſhallow Diſh. This himſelf could lap up with a 
great deal of Eaſe; but the Stork, who could but juſt dip 
in the Point of his Bill, was not a Bit the better, all the while: 
However, in afew Days after, he return'd the Compliment, 
and invited the Fox; but ſuffer'd nothing to be brought to 
Table but ſome minc'd Meat in a Glaſs Jar; the Neck of 
Which was ſo deep, and ſo narrow, that, tho' the Stork 
with his long Bill made a ſhift to fill his Belly, all that the 


Fox, who was very hungry, could do, was to lick the 


ward 
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ward was heartily vex'd at firſt; but when he came te 


take his Leave, own'd ingenuouſly, that he had been us'd 


as he deſerv'd; and that he had no Reaſon to take any 
Treatment ill, of which himſelf had ſet the Example. 


Te APPLICATION. 


It is mighty imprudent, as well as inhuman and 


uncivil, to affront any Body; and whoever. takes the 
Liberty to exerciſe his witty Talent that Way, muſt 


not think much of it, if he meets with Repriſals, In- 
deed, if all thoſe, who are thus paid in their own 
Coin, would take it with the ſame Frankneſs the Fox 
did, the Matter would not be much; but we are too 


apt, when the Jeſt comes to be turn'd home upon 


our ſelves; to think that inſufferable in another, which 
we look'd upon as pretty and facetious, when the 
Humour was our own, The Rule of doing as we would 


be done by, ſo proper to be our Model in every Tranſ- 


action of Life, may more particularly be of Uſe in 


this Reſpect: becauſe People ſeldom or never receive 


any Advantage by theſe little ludicrous Impoſitions; 
and yet, if they were to ask themſelves the Queſtion, 


would find, that another's uſing them in the ſame 


Manner, would be very diſpleaſing.-: 


— 
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FA B. XIII. The * and the Fox. 
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7 A Eagle that had young ones, looking out for ſome- 

thing to feed them with, happen d to ſpy a Fox's 
Cub, Es lay basking it ſelf abroad in the Sun. She 
made a Stoop, and truſs d it immediately; but, before ſhe 
had carried it quite off, the old Fox coming home, im- 
plor'd her, with Tears in her Eyes, to ſpare her Cub, and 
pity the Diſtreſs of a poor fond Mother, who ſhould think 
no Afiction fo great, as that of loſing her Child. The 
Eagle, whoſe Neſt was up in a very high Tree, 
thought her ſelf ſecure enough from all Projects of Re- 
venge, and ſo bore away the Cub to her young ones, 


* 
Sy 


without ſhewing any Regard to the Supplications of the 


Fox. But that ſubtle Creature, highly incens'd at this outra- 
gious Barbarity, ran to an Altar, where ſome Country People 
had been ſacrificing a Kid in the open Fields, and catch- 
ing up a Firebrand in her Mouth, made toward the Tree 
where the Eagle's Neſt was, with a Reſolution of Re- 


yenge. She had ſcarce aſcended the firſt Branches, when 


the Eagle, terrify'd with the approaching Ruin of her ſelf 
and Family, beg'd of the Fox to deſiſt, and, with much 


Submiſſion, return d her the Cub again ſafe and ſound. 
| | The 


ſtroy the Children of the Mighty. 
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APPLICATION. 

This Fable is a Warning to us, not to deal hardly 
or injuriouſly by any body, The Conſideration of 
our being in a high Condition of Life, and thoſe we 
hurt, far below us, will plead little or no Excuſe for 
us in this Caſe : For there is ſcarce a Creature of 
ſo deſpicable a Rank, but is capable of avenging it 
ſelf ſome Way, and at fome Time or other. When 
oreat Men happen to be wicked, how little Scruple 
do they make of oppreſſing their poor Neighbours! 
They are perch'd upon a lofty Station, and have built 
their Neſt on high; and, having out-grown all Feel- 
ings of Humanity, are inſenfible of any Pangs of 


Remorſe. The Widow's Tears, the Orphan's Cries, 


and the Curſes of the Miſerable, like Javelins thrown 
by the Hand of a feeble old Man, fall by the way, 
and never reach their Heart. But let ſuch a One, in 


the midſt of his flagrant Injuſtice, remember, how 


ealy a Matter it is, notwithſtanding his ſuperiour Di- 


ftance, for the meaneſt Vaſſal to be reveng'd of bim. 


The Bitterneſs of an Affliction, even where Cunning 
is wanting, may animate the pooreſt Spirit with Re- 


ſolutions of Vengeance; and, when once that Fury 


is thoroughly awaken'd, we know not what ſhe will 
require before ſhe is lull'd to Reſt again. The moſt 
powerful Tyrants cannot prevent a reſolv'd Aſſaſſi- 
nation; there are a thouſand different Ways, for any 
private Man to do the Buſineſs, who is heartily diſpo- 


ſed to it, and willing to ſatisfy his Appetite for Re- 
venge, at the Expence of his Life, An old Wo- 


man may clap a Firebrand to the Palace of a Prince, 
and it is in the Power of a poor weak Fool to de- 
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FA B. XIV. The Boar and the Aſs. 
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A Little Scoundrel of an Aſs ler to meet with 4 
Boar, had a mind to be arch upon him; and fo, 
Brother, ſays he, your humble Servant, The Boar, ſome- 
what nettled at his Familiarity, told him, he was ſurpriz'd 
to hear him utter ſo impudent an Untruth. Why, re- 
plies the Aſs, ſhould you be offended at my claiming Kin- 
dred with you, when I have a certain Feature about me 
(ſewing what he meant) that bears a great Reſemblance 
to your Snout? The Boar briſtled up at this, and was juſt 
going to ſhew his noble Reſentment by giving him a 
Rip in the Flank; but wiſely ſtifling his Paſſion, he con- 
tented himſelf with only ſaying, Go, you forry Beaſt! [ 
could be amply and eaſily reveng'd of you, but I dont 
care to foul my Tusks with the Blood of ſo baſe a Crea - 
ture. 
APPLICATION. 
Fools are ſometimes ſo ambitious of being thought 
Wits, that they run great Hazards in attempting t0 


ſhew themſelves ſuch. This is not the firſt Aſs, who, 


after a handſome Rebuke from one ſuperior to him. 
1 1 „„ elk, 
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ſelf, both in Courage and Merit, has continu'd his 
aukward Raillery even to the laſt degree of Offence, 
But ſuch a dull Creature is ſo far from raiſing himſelf 
the leaſt Eſteem by his Judicrous Vein, that he has 
very good Luck it he eſcapes with a whole skin. 
Buffoons, like the Dwarfs in the Roman Circus, ſhould 
be match'd with thoſe of their own Level; a Man, in 
Senſe or Stature, would be aſham'd to encounter ei- 
ther of them, But, notwithſtanding all this; and tho? 
the Boar in the Fable is a very good Example to Men 
of generous brave Spirits, not to give themſelyes up 
to Paſſion, nor to be diſtemper'd with Thoughts of 
Revenge upon the inſolent Behaviour of every Aſs 
that offends them, becauſe their Hands would be diſ- 
honour'd by the Tincture of a baſe Man's Blood; yer, 
among human Creatures, the Correction of an Aſs 
that would be unſeaſonably witty, may be perform'd 
with Juſtneſs and Propriety enough; provided it be 
done in good Humour, The Blood of a Coward, lit- 
terally ſpeaking, would ſtain the Character of a Man 
of Honour; when we chaſtiſe ſuch Wretches, it 
ſhould be done, if poſſible, in the utmoſt Calmneſs of 
Temper, It takes off ſomething from the Reputation 
of a great Soul, when we ſee it is in the Power of a 
Tool to ruffle and unſettle it, | 
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A os; one Day peeping out of the Lake, ond . 
about him, ſaw two Bulls fighting at ſome Diſtance 
off in the Meadow; and calling to one of his Acquain- 
tance, Look, ſays he, what dreadful Work there is yon- 
der! Dear Sirs, what will become of us! Why, pr'ythee, 
ſays t'other, don't frighten your {elf ſo about nothing; how 
can their Quarrels affect us? They are of a different Kind 
and Way of living, and are at preſent only contending 
which ſhall be Maſter of the Herd. That's true, replies 
the firſt, their Quality and Station in Life is, to all ap- 
pearance, different enough from ours: But, as one of them 
will certainly get the better, he that is worſted, being beat 
out of the Meadow. will take Refuge here in the Marſhes, 
and may poſſibly tread out the Guts of ſome of us: So, 
you ſee we are more nearly concern'd in this Dilute of 
theirs, than at firſt you were aware of, 


The APPLICATION. 


This poor timorous Frog had juſt Reaſon for its 


Fears and * it being oy poſlible for 
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great People to fall out, without involving many be- 
low them, in the ſame Fate. Nay, whatever becomes 
I of the former, the latter are ſure to ſuffer; thoſe may 
be only playing the Fool, while theſe really ſmart 
for it. Delirant Reges, plectuntur Achivi. | 

It is of no ſmall Importance to the honeſt, quiet 
Part of Mankind, who deſire nothing ſo much as to 
ſee Peace and Virtue flouriſh, to enter ſeriouſly and 
impartially into the Conſideration of this Point: for, 
as ſignificant as the Quarrels of the Great may ſome- 
times be, yet they are nothing without their eſpou- 
ſing and ſupporting them, one way or other. What 
is it that occaſions Parties, but the ambitious or ava- 
ritious Spirit of Men in eminent Stations, who want 
to engroſs all Power in their own Hands? Upon this 
they toment Diviſions, and form Factions, and excite 
Animoſities between well- meaning, but undiſcerning 
People ; who little think that the great Aim of their 
Leaders is no more than the Advancement of their 
own private Self-intereſt, The Good of the Public is 
always pretended upon ſuch Occaſions, and, may 
ſometimes happen to be tack'd to their own; but then 
it is purely accidental, and was never originally in- 
tended. One knows not what P.emedy to preſcribe 
againſt ſo epidemical and frequent a Malady, but on- 
ly, That every Man who Has Senſe enough to diſ- 
cern the pitiful private Views that attend moſt of the 
Differences between the Great Ones, inſtead of aid- 
ing or abetting either Party, would, with an honeſt 
Courage, heartily and openly oppoſe both, 


28 £ASOPs FABLES. 
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3 who had kept failing in the Air, for many 
Days, near a Dove-Houſe, and made a Stoop at ſeveral 
Pidgeons, but all ro no Purpoſe, (for they were too nimble 
for him) at laſt had recourſe to Stratagem; and took 
his Opportunity, one Day, to make a Declaration to 
thee: in which he ſet forth his own juſt and good In- 
tentions, who had nothing more at Heart than the De- 
Fence: and Protection of the Pidgeons in their ancient 
Rights and Liberties; and how concern'd he was at their 
Fears ao Jealouſies of a foreign Invaſion, eſpecially their 
unjuſt and unreaſonable Suſpicions of himſelf, as if he in- 
tended, by force of Arms, to break in upon their Conſti- 
tution, and erect a tyrannical Government over them. To 
prevent all which, and thoroughly to quiet their Minds, 
he thought proper to propoſe to them ſuch Terms of A.- 
liance and Articles of Peace, as might for ever cement 4 
good Underſtanding berwixt them; The principal of 
which was, That they ſhould accept of him for their 
King, and inveſt him with all kingly Privilege and Prero- 
gative over them. The poor ſimple Pidgeons conſented: 
The Kite took the Coronation Oath after a very ſolemn 
Mannen, 


[ry 1 0 . 


more than humane, 
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Manner, on his Part; and the Doves, the Oaths of Alle= 
giance and Fidelity, on theirs. But much Time had not 


paſs d over their Heads, before the good Kite pretended 


that it was Part of his Prerogative to devour a Pidgeon 
whenever he pleas d. And this, he was not contented to 
do himſelf only, but inſtructed the reſt of the Royal Fa- 
mily in the ſame kingly Arts of Government. The Pid- 
geons, reduc'd to this miſerable Condition, ſaid one to 
other, Ah! we deſerve no better? Why did we let him 


come in? 


C - 

What can this Fable be applied to, but the exceed- 
ing Blindneſs and Stupidity of that Part of Mankind, 
who wantonly and fooliſhly truſt their native Rights 
of Liberty without good Security? Who often chuſe 
for Guardians of their Lives and Fortunes, Perſons 
abandon'd to the moſt unſociable Vices, And ſeldom 
have any better Excuſe for ſuch an Error in Politics, 
than That they were deceiv'd in their ExpeQation; or 
never thoroughly knew the Manners of their King, 
till he had got them entirely in his Power. Which 
however is notoriouſly falſe; for many, with the 
Doves in the Fable, are fo filly, that they would ad- 


mit of a Kite, rather than be without a King. The 


Truth is, we ought not to incur the Poffibility of be- 
ing deceiv'd in ſo important a Matter as this; an 
unlimited Power ſhould not be truſted in the Hands 
of any one, who is not endued with a Perfection 
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A Man, in Times when Polygamy was allow'd, had 
14 two Wives: One of which, like himſelf, had ſeen 
T8 her teſt Days, and was juſt as it were entring upon the 
| Declivity of Life; but this, being an artful Woman, fre 
{1 entirely conceal'd by her. Dreſs; by which, and ſome o- 
14 ther e'egant Qualities, ſhe made a fhift ſometimes to en- 
_--- gige her Husband's Heart, The other was a beautif 
| young Creature of feventeen, whoſe Charms, as yet in 
the height of Bloom, and ſecure of their own Power, had 
no occaſion to call in any Artifice to their Aſſiſtance, She 
| made the good Man as happy as he was capable of being, 
but was not, it ſeems, completely ſo her ſelf: The grey 
Hairs, mixt among the black, upon her Husband's Head, 
gave her ſome Uneaſineſs, by proclaiming the great Diſpa- 
rity of their Years; wherefore, under colour of adjuſting 
and combing his Head, ſhe would every now and then be 
twitching the ſilver Hairs with her Nippers; that, however 
Matters were, he might ſtill have as few viſible Signs of 
an advanc'd Age as poſſible: The Dame, whoſe Years were 
nearer to an Equality with his own, 'eſteem'd thoſe grey 
Locks 
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Locks as the Honours. of his Head, and could have wiſh'd 
they had all bæen fuch; ſhe thought it gade him a venefa- 
ble Look; at. leaſt, that it made her appear ſomething 
younger than him; So that every time the honeſt Man's 
Head fell into her Hands, ſhe took as much Pains to ex- 
tirpate the black Hairs, as t'other had done to demoliſh 
the grey. They neither of them knew of the other's De- 
ſign; but, each continuing her Project with repeated In- 
duſtry, the poor Man, who thought their Deſire to ob- 
lige put them upon this extraordinary Officioufaeſs in 


dreſſing his Head, foun 
any Hair at all. 


evei 
Appli 


d himſelf, in a ſhort Time, without 


me APPLICATION. 


Phedrus, whoſe Senſe I have generally follow'd, in 
Fable of which he has made a Verſion, in his 
cation of this, is a little ſevere upon the Ladies, 
and tells us, that by this Example we may ſee, the 
Men are ſure to be Loſers by the Women; as well, 
when they are the Objects of their Love, as while 
they lie under their Diſpleaſure. All that I ſhall add 
to what he has ſaid, is to obſerve, that many Wo- 
men may unfortunately, out of a pure Effect of Com- 
plaiſance do a thouſand diſagreeable Things, to their 
Husbands. They, whoſe Love is temper'd with a 
tolerable Share of good Senſe, will be ſure to have 
no ſeparate Views of their own, nor do any thing 
more immediately relating to their Husband, without 
conſultin 
ſhould , Ja themſelves certainly, and not be gueſ- 
ſing and preſuming what will pleaſe the other; and, 
if a Wife uſes her Husband like a Friend only, the 


him firſt. In a married State, one Party 


leaſt ſhe can do, is firſt to communicate to him all 
the important Enterprizes ſne undertakes; and thoſe 


eſpecially which ſhe intends ſhould be for his Honour 


and Adyantage, 
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FAB. XVIII. The 1 in the Ox-Stall, 
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Stag, rous d out of his thick Cover in the midſt of 
the Foreſt, and driven hard by the Hounds, made to- 
wards a Farm-Houſe; and ſeeing the Door of an Ox-Stal| 
open, enter'd therein, and hid himſelf under a heap of 
Straw, One of the Oxen, turning his Head about, ask'd 
him, what he meant by venturing himſelf in ſuch a Place 
as that was, where he was ſure to meet with his Doom. 
Ah! ſays the Stag, if you will but be ſo good as to fa- 
vour me with your Concealment, I hope I ſhall do well 


enough; I intend to make off again the firſt Opportunity, 


Well; he ſtay'd there till towards Night; in came the 
Ox-Man with a Bundle of Fodder, and never faw him. In 
Mort, all the Servants of the Farm came and went, and 


not a Soul of them ſmelt any thing of the Matter. Nay, 
tbe Bailiff himſelf came, according to Form, and look d 


in, but walk d away no wiſer than the reſt. Upon this, 
the Stag, ready to jump out of his Skin for Joy, began to 
return Thanks to the good · natur d Oxen, proteſting that 


they were the moſt chigig People he had ever met with 


in his Life. After he had done bis Compliments, one of 
them 


<< ky — — . » i Xo 


CY 


£80P's FABLES. 33 
them anſwer d him gravely; Indeed we deſire nothing 
more, than to have it in our Power to contribute to your 


| Eſcape; but, there is a certain Perfon you little think of, 


who has a hundred Eyes; if he ſhould happen to come, 
I would not give this Straw for your Lie. In the In- 
terim, home comes the Maſter himſelf, from a Neigh-- 
bour's where he had been invited to Dinner: and, becauſe 
he had obſerv'd the Cattle to look but ſcurvily of late, he 
went up to the Rack, and ask'd why they did not give 
them more Fodder; then, cafting his Eyes downward, 
Hey day, ſays be, why ſo ſpariog ef your Litter? pray 
ſcatter a little more here. And theſe Cobwebs — But I 
have ſpoke ſo often, that unleſs I do it my ſelf — Thus, 
as he went on, prying into every thing, he chanc'd to- 
look where the Stag's Horus lay ſticking out of the Straw z 

upon which he rais'd a Hue-and-Cry, call'd all his People 
about him, kill'd the poor Stag, and made Prize of him. 


Te APPLICATION. | 


The Moral of this Fable is, That no body looks: 
after a Man's Affairs ſo well as he himſelf, Servants, 
being but Hirelings, ſeldom have the true Intereſt of 
their Maſter at Heart, but let things run on in a neg-- 
li gent conſtant Diſorder; and this, generally, not ſo 
much for want of Capacity as Honeſty. Their Heads 
are taken up With the Cu'tivation of their own private 
Intereft; for the Service and Promotion of which, 
that cf their Matter is poſtpon'd, and often entirely. 
neglected. 5 ET ON... 

if this be the Caſe, as it certainly is, among ordi-- 
nary Maſters and Servants; and it 1s of fo ill Conſe- 
quence to a Man not to inſpect the Economy of his 
own Honſhold, how deplorable muſt be the State of 
that People, who have a King or Governor ſo igno- 
rant, that he knows not, or ſo indolent that he cares 
rot, what becemes of their Welfare and Happineſs! 
Who leaves the Adminiſtration of every thing to the 
Management of Servants :: and Thoſe, wicked, kna- 


'viſh, ſelf-intereſted ones! Perhaps ſome may fancy 


him a mild and good Prince, becauſe he does not, 
i like 
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like a Barbarian, actually butcher his People with bis 
on Hands; but, he is, paflively, a ſad Creature, and the 
ultimate Author of all the Woe that his Subjects feel; 
when, by his Neglect, a villianous Sett of Miniſters 
_ triumph in the Ruin of the Nation; or, by his Prote- 


FAB. XIX. The Dog and the Wolf. 
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dignation of an injur'd People. 
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A Lean, hungry, half. ſtarv d Wolf, happen'd, one Moon- fÞ 1 
ſhiny Night, to meet with a jolly, plump, well- fed 
Maſtiff: And, after the firſt Compliments were pals'd, ſays 
the Wolf, Sir, you look extreme well; J profeſs, I think 
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I never faw a more graceful, comely Perſon; But, how : 
comes it about, I beſeech you, that you ſhould live ſo (ſÞ © 
much better than I? I may ſay, without Vanity, that I f 
venture fifty times more than you do; and yet, I am al- 
moſt ready to periſn with Hunger, The Dog anſwer d, i © 
very bluntly, Why you may live as well, if you will do 5 
the ſame for it that I do? Indeed? What's that? ſays be, : 
Why, ſays the Dog, only to guard the Houſe a- nights,  _ 
and keep it from Thieves, With all my Heart, re- 5 


. plies 
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Plies the Wolf; for at preſent I have but a ſorry Time of 
it; and, I think, to change my hard Lodging in the 
Woods, where I endure Rain, Froſt and Snow, for a 
warm Roof over my Head, and a Belly-full of good Vi- 
ctuals, will be no bad Bargain. True, ſays the Dog, 
therefore you have nothing more to do but to follow me. 
Now, as they were jogging on together, the Wolf ſpied 
a Creaſe in the Dog's Neck; and, having a ſtrange Curio- 
firy, could not forbear asking bim what it meant? Pub! 
nothing, ſays the Dog. Nay, but pray, ſays the Wolf. 
Why, ſay: the Dog, if you muſt know, I am tied up in the 
Day time, becauſe I am a little fferce, for fear I ſhould 
bite People, and am only let looſe a-nights. But this is 
done with Deſign to make me ſleep a-days, more than 
any thing elſe, and that I may watch the better in the 
Night time: for, as ſoon as ever the Twilight appears, out 
Jam turn'd, and may go where I pleaſe. Then, my Ma- 
ſter brings me Plates of Bones from the Table with his 
own Hand; and whatever Scraps are left by any of the 


Family, they fall to my Share; for you muſt know I am 


a Favourite with every body. So you ſee how you are to 
live — Come, come along; what's the matter with you? 
No, replied the Wolf, I beg your Pardon; keep your 
Happineſs all to your ſelf. Liberty is the Word, with 
me; and I would not be a King upon the Terms you 

mention. e 
Te APPLICATION. 
The loweſt Condition of Life, with Freedom at- 
tending it, is better than the moſt exalted Station un- 
der a Reſtraint, Æſop and Phedrus, who had both 
felt the bitter Effects of Slavery, tho' the latter of 
them. had the good Fortune to have one of the mild- 
eſt Princes that ever was, for his Maſter, can't forbear- 
taking all Opportunities to expreſs their great Abhor- 
rence of Servitude, and their Paſſion for Liberty, up- 
on any Terms whatſoever. Indeed, a State of Slave- 
ry, with whatever ſeeming Grandeur and Happineſs it 
may be attended, is yet ſo precarious à Thing, my 
f | 8 


* 
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he muſt want Senſe, Honeſty, Courage, and all man- 
ner of Virtue, who can endure to prefer it in his 
Choic@ A Man, who has ſo little Honour as to bear 
to be a Slave, when it is in his Power to prevent or 
redreſs it, would make no Scruple to cut the Throats 
of his Fellow. Creatures; or to do any Wickednefs 
that the wanton unbridled Will of his tyrannical Ma- 
ſter could ſuggeſt. SE | 
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A Wolf meeting a Lamb, one Day, in Company with 
a Goat, Child, ſays he, you are miſtaken, this is none 
of your Mother, ſhe's yonder; (pointing to à Flock of 
| Sheep, at a Diſtance.) It may be ſo, ſays the Lamb; 
The Perſon that happen'd to conceive me, and afcerwards 
bore me a few Months in her Belly becauſe he could not 
help it, and then dropt tne, ſhe did not care where, and left 
me to the wide World, is, I ſuppoſe, what you call my 
Mother; but 1 look upon this good charitable Goat as 
fuch, that took Compaſſion on me, in my poor, helpleſs, 
deſtitute Condition, and gave me Suck; ſparing it out of the 
Mouths of her own Kids, rather than I ſhould want it. But 


, r . WP T.. ]¶˖ oe SO REOrNT LA: 


ſure, 


ſure, ſays he, you have a greater Regard for her that gave 


you Life, than for any body elſe. She gave me Life? I deny 


that. She that could not ſo much as tell whether J ſhould 


be black or white, had a great Hand in giving me Life, 


to be ſure! But, ſuppoſing it were fo, F am mightily 


oblig'd to her truly, for contriving to let me be of the 


Male. Kind, ſo that I go every Day in Danger of the But- 


cher, What Reaſon then have I to have a greater Re- 


gard for one to whom I am ſo little indebted for any 
Part of my Being, than for thoſe from whom J have re- 
ceiv'd all the Benevolence and Kindneſs which have hither- 
to ſupported me in Life? | | 


Te APPLICATION. 


'Tis they whoſe Goodneſs makes them our Parents, 


that properly claim a filial Reſpect from us, and not 
thoſe who are ſuch only out of Neceſſity. The Du- 
ties between Parents and their Children are relative 
and reciprocal. By all Laws, natural as well as civil, 


it is expected that the Parents fhould cherifh and pro- 


vide for the Child, till it is able to ſhift for it ſelf; 
and that the Child, with a mutual Tenderneſs, Thould 
depend upon the Parent for ts Suſtenance, and yield 
it a reaſonable Obedience. Yet, thro* the Depravity 


of human Nature, we very often ſee theſe Laws vio- 
lated, and the Relations before-mention'd treating 


one another with as much Virulence as Enemies of 


different Countries are'capable of, Thro? the natural 


Impatience and Protervity of Youth, we obſerve the 
firſt Occaſion for any Animoſity moſt frequently ari- 
ſing from their Side ; but, however, there are not 
wantipg Examples oFunduriſu] Parents: And, when a 
Father, by uſing a Son ill, and denying bim ſuch an 
Education and ſuch an Allowance as his Circumſtances 


can well afford, gives him Occafion to withdraw his 


Reſpect from him, to urge his begetting of him as 
the fole Obligation to Duty, 1s talking like a filly, 
unthinking Dotard. Mutual Benevolence muſt be kept 
up between Relations, as well as Friends; for, with- 


out this Cement, whatever you pleaſe 10 call the 
FE : Building, 
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_— building, it is only a caſtle in the Air, a Thing to be 
| "8 talk'd of, without the leaſt Reality, 


FAB. XX. The Peacock's Complaint 
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„ ap HE Peacock preſented a Memorial to Juno, import 
ing how hardly he thought he was us d, in not 
having as good a Voice as the Nightingale; How that 
petty Animal was agreeable to every Ear that heard it; 
while he was laugh'd at for his ugly ſcreaming Noiſe, if 
he did but open his Mouth. Tae Goddeſs, concern'd at 
the Uneaſineſs of her favorite Bird, anſwer's him very 
kindly, to this Purpoſe: But you have the Advantage in 
Point of Beauty and Largeneſs of Perſon. The vivid Blue 
of the Saphire glitters in your Neck; and, when you 
fpread your Tail, a gemmy Brightneſs ſtrikes the Eye from 

a Plumage varied with a thouſand glowing Colours, Ah! 
fays he, but what avails my filent unmeaning Beauty, 
'when I am ſo far excell'd in Voice! The Goddeſs diſ- 
miſs d him, bidding him confider, that the Properties of 
every Creature were appointed by the Decree of Fate; To 
him Beauty; Strength to the Eagle; to the Nightingale a 


Voice of Melody; the Faculty of Speech to the Parrot; 
and 
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and to the Dove Innocence: That each of theſe was 
contented with its own peculiar Quality; and, unleſs he 
*had a mind to be miſerable, he muſt learn to be fo too. 
-: 6, AFFLICATION.. 
| Since all Things (as Juno ſays) are fix'd by the 
eternal and unalterable Decree of Fate; how, abſurd 
-is it to hear People complaining and tormenting them- 
ſelves for that which it is impoſſible ever to obtain. 
They who are ambitious of having more good Qua- 


 Tities, fince that is impracticable, ſhould ſpare for no 


Pains to cultivate and recommend thoſe they have: 
which, a Sourneſs and Peeviſhneſs of Temper, in- 
ſtead of improving, will certainly leſſen and impair, 
whether they are of the Mind or Body. Tevius fit pa- 
zientia quicquid corregere eſt nefas, was a maxim of one 
who was no leſs Philoſopher than Poet. If we had 
all the deſirable Properties in the World, we could 
be no more than eaſy and contented with them: and, 


if a Man, by a right Way of thinking, can reconcile 


himſelf to his own Condition, whatever it be, he 
will fall little ſhort of the moſt complete State that 
Mortals ever enjoy: Rhodanthe, with a Face as charm- 
ing as Nature can form, ſighs for the fine Shape of 
Leptimela; and Florinda, a Miracle of Beauty in all 


other Reſpects, repines at not having a better Voice. 
But, if ſuch as theſe. can find Defects to make them 


miſerable, what can parallel the continual Fretfulneſs 


and Jealouſy, which torture the Soul of Trrpiſſa! Calf 


to Mind the moſt cenſorious old Virgin that you 
know in the World, and you behold Turpiſ/a: One, 
whoſe Perſon was form'd diſagreeable by Nature, 
whoſe Mind is diſtorted by Envy; and both improv'd 
in their Uglineſs by Time. O Turpiſſa ! the Hand 
of Fate is againſt you; all your Prayers will not de- 
rive Beauty to your ſelf, nor blaſt it in others: It is 


not in the Power of Heaven to contradict it's own 


Pecrees: effect therefore that which is in your own 
Power, and exert the only Grace which your nig- 


gardly Deſtiny has not denied you; Be Good - natur'd. 


FAB, 
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F A B. XXII. The Fox and the Grapes. 
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Fox, very hungry, chanc'd to come into a Vineyard, 
where there hung Bunches of charming ripe Grapes; 


but nail'd up to a Trellis ſo high, that he leapt till he 


quite tir'd himſelf, without being able to reach one of 


them. At haſt; Let who will take them! ſays he; they 


are but green and four ; ſo II e' en let them alone. 
e APPLICATION. 


This Fable is a good Reprimand, to a Parcel of 
Vain Coxcombs in the World, who becauſe they 


would never be thought to be diſappointed in any of 


their Purſuits, pretend a Diſlike to every thing which 
they cannot obtain. There is a ſtrange Propenſity in 
Mankind to this Temper, and there are Numbers of 

rumbling Male- contents in every different Faculty 
and Sect in Life. Tlie diſcarded Stateſman, conſider- 
ing the Corruption of the Times, would not have 
any Hand in the Adminiſtration of Affairs for all the 
World. The diſſenting Teacher might have a Biſho- 


prick if he would conform, but there are ſome Cere- 


monies which his Conſcience will neyer ſuffer him 
| | | 10 
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A Viper entring a Smith's Shop, look'd up and down 
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to comply with. The Country Squire damns a Court 
Life, and would not go cringing and creeping to a 
Drawing-Room for the beſt Place the King has in 
his Diſpoſal, Frontiniac being ask'd how he lik'd the 
celebrated Speculinda, by whom all the World knew 
he was deſpis'd, anſwer'd, ſhe had a ſtinking Breath. 
Whence comes it, but from this Diſpoſition, that all 
thoſe. who are out of Place, are of an oppoſite Party 
to thoſe who are in? Repetundarins, when out of Plays 
complain'd that a Majority was kept up in the Houſe, 
only by Bribery, He got to be reftor'd ſoon after, 
and made bimleif the richeſt Man in the Nation, by 
ſelling Places. How inſufferable is the Pride of this 
poor Creature Man! who would ſtoop to the baſeſt, 
vileſt Actions, rather than be thought not able to do 
any thing. For what is more baſe and vile than Ly- 
ing? And when do we lye more notoriouſly, than 
when we diſparage and. find Fault with a Thing, for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe it is out of our Power? 


F AB. XXII. The Viper and the F ile. 
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for ſomething to eat? and ſeeing a File, fell to gnaw- 
8 ing 
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ing it as greedily as could be. The File told him; very 
gruffly, that he had beſt be quiet and let him alone; for 


that he would get very little by nibbling at one, who, up- 
on Occaſion, could bite Iron and Steel. | | 


Ts APPLICATION 


Zy this Fable we are caution'd to conſider what any 
Perſon is, before we make an Attack upon him after 


any Manner whatſoever : Particularly, how we let our 


Tongues lip in cenſuring the Actions of thoſe, who 
are, in the Opinion of the World, not only of an un- 
queſtion'd Reputation, ſo that no body will believe 
what we inſinuate againſt them; but of ſuch an In- 
fluence, upon account of their own Veracity, that the 
leaſt Word from them would ruin our Credit to 
all Intents and Purpoſes. If Wit be the caſe, and 
we have a Satirical Vein, which at certain Pemods 
muſt have a Flow, let us be cautious at whom we 


level it, for if the Perſon's Underſtanding be of better | 


Proof than our own, all our ingenious. Sallies, like 
Liquot ſquirted againſt the Wind, will recoil back 
upon our own Faces, and make us the Ridicule of 
every Spectator. This Fable, beſides, is not an im- 
proper Emblem of Envy; which, rather than not bite 
at all, will fall foul, where it can hurt nothing but 
it ſelf. An envious Critic is a ſort of Viper; who 
can't forbear nibbling at every Author that comes in 
his Way: nor can even the moſt admir'd Poet that 
ever wrote, eſcape him; tho' it be one, who, like a 
File, poliſhes every Subject which he touches, and is 
of Metal and Solidity enough to break the Teeth of all 
ſuch little carping Inſects. I fancy Horace had this 
Fable in View, when ſo boldly, but juſtly, he ſays to 
Arevatins, e N 


— — quicquid ſum Ego, quamvis, 
Infra Lucili cenſum ingeniumque, tamen Me 
Cum magnis wvixiſſe invita fatebitur uſque 

 Jawidiaz ©, fragili quærens inlidere dentem 
Offendet ſolido:— „ 


A Man, whoſe Capacity is ſtampt with the Approba: 
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ASOP's FABLES. 43 
tion of the Public, or even of the better Few; and 
whoſe Manners receive a kind of Teſtimonial] "from 
his being admitted into the Converſation of People of 
true Quality, may, without Vanity, comfort 1 
with the ſame Reflection. : | | 


FAB. XXIV. The Fox and ihe Co: 
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A Fox having tumbled, by Chance, into a well had 
been caſting about a long while, to no Purpoſe, 
how he ſhould get out again; When, at laſt, a Goat came 
to the Place, and wanting to drink, ask'd Reynard, whe- 
ther the Water was good: Good? ſays he; ay, fo ſweet, 
that I am afraid I have ſurfeited my ſelf, I have drank 
ſo abundantly. The Goat, upon this, without any more 
ado, leapt in;- and the Fox, taking the Advantage of his 
Horns, by the, Aſſiſtance of them, as nimbly leapt out: 
leaving the poor Goat at the Bottom of the Well, to ſnift 
for himſelf. 


ae APPLICATION. 
The Doctrine taught us by this Fable, is no more 


| 
T I 
il 


than this, That we ought to conſider who it is that 


adviſes 


44 ESOP's FABLES. 


adviſes ns, e we follow the Advice. For, how. 
ever plauſible the Counſel may ſeem, if the Perſon 
that gives it is a crafty Knave, we may be aſſur'd that 
he intends to ſerve himſelf in it, more than us, if not 


to erect ſomething to his own Advantage out of our 


Ronin. --. | 
The little, poor, Country Attorney, ready to ſtarve, 
and ſunk to the loweſt Depth of Poverty for want of 


Employment, by ſuch. Arts as theſe, draws the Squire 


bis Neighbour into the Gulf of the Law; till, laying 
hold on the Branches of his Revenue, he lifts, himſelf 
out of Obſcurity, and leaves the other immur'd inthe 


Bottom of a Mortgage, 


An Ecclefiaſtic of à conſiderable Character, who, 


by refuſing to give the uſual Security to the Govern- 


ment, throws himſelf out of his Preferments; when he 


reflects cooly upon the Matter, and repents of his 


Raſhneſs, can find no Way ſo proper to recover them 
again, as by his bypocritical Perſiſtence for a while, 
to draw many others of his ſilly unthinking Brethren, 


who rely upon his Judgment and Integrity, into the 


fame Trap; till, their Numbers increaſing, the Policy 
of the Adminiſtration ſhall think proper to buy him 
off, with a valuable Conſideration; and then he 


_ mounts, as it were, by the Horns of theſe his cre— 
dulous Fraternity, leaving them at the Bottom of the 
Well of Poverty and Contempt, all helpleſs and diſ- 


conſolate. 


FAB 
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FAB. XXV. 
The Country-man and the Snake. 
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A Villger, in a froſty, ſnowy Winter, found a Snake 
under a Hedge, almoft dead with Cold. - He could 
not help having a Compaſſion for the poor Creature, ſa 


brought it home and laid it upon the Hearth near the Fire; 


but it had not lain there long, before (being revived. with 
the Heat) it began to erect it ſelf and fly at his Wife 


and Children; filling the whole Cottage with dreadful 


Hiſſings. The Country- man, hearing an Outcry, and 
perceiving what the Matter was, catch'd up a Mattock, 
and ſoon diſpatch'd him; upbraiding him, at the fame 


time, in theſe Words; Is this, vile Wretch, the Return 


you make to him that ſavd your Life? Die as you de- 


| ferve; but a ſingle Death is too good for you, 


The APPLICATION. 


»Tis the Nature of Ingrates to return Evil for Gord 
and the Moraliſts in all Ages have inceffantly dez 
claim'd againſt the Enormity of this Crime; conclu- 
ding that they Who are capable e 
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factors, are not fit to live in a Community; being 
ſuch, as the natural Ties of Parent, Friend, or Coun- 
try are too weak to reſtrain within the Bounds of 
Society. Indeed the Sin of Ingratitude is ſo deteſta- 
ble, that, as none but the moſt inhuman Temper can 
be guilty of it, ſo, in writing to Men, there is no 
Occaſion to uſe many Words, either in expoſing the 
Vice it ſelf, or diſſuading People from the Commiſſion 


of it. Therefore it is not likely that a Perſon of 
© Zſop's Sagacity, would have compiPd this Fable, with- 


out having ſomething ele in View, beſides this trite 
and obvious Subject. He certainly intended to put us 
in Mind, That, as none but a poor ſilly Clown would 
go to take up a Snake and cheriſh it; ſo, we ſhall be 
very negligent and ill-advis'd, if, in doing good Of- 
fices, we do not take care to beſtow our Benevolence 
upon proper Objects. It was not: at all unnatural in 
the Snake, to hiſs, and brandiſh his Tongue, and fly 


at the firſt that came near him; as ſoon the Per- 


ſon that ſay'd his Life as any other; indeed mote 
likely: becauſe no body elſe had ſo much to do with 
him. Nor. is it ſtrange at any time to ſee a repro- 


bate Fool, throwing his poyſanous Language about, 


and committing his Extravagancies; againſt thoſe, 


more eſpecially, who are ſo inadvertent as to con- 
cern themſelves with him. The Snake and the Re- 
probate will not appear extraordinary in their Male- 
volence: But the ſenſible Part of Mankind, cannot 


help thinking thoſe guilty of great Indiſcretion, who 


receive either of them into their Protection. 


FAB, 
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FAB. XX VI. The Mountains in Labour. 
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HE Mountains were ſaid to be in Labour, and ut- 
ter'd moſt dreadful Groans, People came together, 

far and near, to ſee what Birth would be produc'd ; and 

after they had waited a conſiderable Time in Expectation, 

out crept a Mouſe, | e 


The APPLICATION. 


Great Cry and little Wool, is the Engliſb Proverb; 
the Senſe of which bears an exact Proportion to this 
Fable. By which are expos'd, all thoſe who promiſe 
ſomething exceeding great, but come off with a Pro- 
duction ridiculouſly little. Projectors of all Kinds, 
and eſpecially in Poetry, who endeavour by artificial 


ummm w90i it) 


Km 


Rumours to raiſe the Expectations of Mankind, and 


then by their mean Performances defeat and diſap- 
point them, have, time out of mind, been laſh'd with 
the recital of this Fable. Horace, in his Art of Poetry, 
ſpeaking of a bombaſt Introduction that dwindles 
away and ends in nothing, compares it with the La- 
bour of the Mountains; by asking, | 


uiid 


it burns, This Character is juſt, not only in reſpe& 


— 
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Quid dignum tanto feret hic Promiſſor hiatut 
Parturiunt Montes; naſcetur ridiculus Mus, | 

As he proceeds, he deſcribes the true Poet, who ſuits 

his Introduction to the reſt of his Work, and makes 
the Beginning, Middle, and End all of a Piece: and, 
by a beautiful Metaphor, tells us, that ſuch a one does 
not begin in a Blaze and end in a Smoak, (the true 
Character of a flaſhy Writer;) but is, on the con. 
trary, like a Fire deſign'd to be permanent, and. uſe. 
ful; which, at its firſt kindling, breaks out from a 
Cloud of Smoak, and grows clearer and brighter as 


of a good Poet, but any good Writer; and not only 
| ſo, but is a Model for us in every remarkable Tranſ. 
action of our Lives, How agreeably ſurprizing is it 
to ſee an unpromiſing Favourite, whom the Caprice 
of Fortune has plac'd at the Helm of State, ſerving 
the Common-wealth with Juſtice and Integrity, in- 
ſtead of ſmothering and embezzling the public 
Treaſure to his own private and wicked Ends! And 
on the contrary, how melancholy, how dread- 
ful! or rather, how exaſperating and provoking a 
Sight is it, to behold one, whoſe conſtant — Ws 
tions for Liberty and the public Good have rais'd 
People's ExpeRations of him to the. higheſt Pitch, as 
ſoon as he is got into Power, exerting his whole Art 
and Cunning to ruin and enſlaye his Country! The 
ſanguine Hopes of all Thoſe that wiſh'd well to Vir- 
tue, and flatter'd themſelves with a Reformation of 
every thing that oppos'd the well-being of the Com- 
munity, vaniſh away in Smoak, and are loſt in a dark, 
gloomy, uncomfortable Proſpet, | 
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FAB. XXVII. The Ant and the 2 
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52 Day there happen'd ſome Words between bs 
Ant and the Fly about Precedency; and the Point was 
argued, with great Warmth and Eagerneis, on both ſides. 
Says the Fly, It's well known what my Pretenſions are, 
and how juſtly they are grounded: There's never a Sacri- 
fice that's offer'd, but I always taſte of the Entrails; 
even before the Gods themſelves. I have one of the up- 
permoit Seats at Church, and frequent the Altar as often 
as any body, 1 have a free Admiſſion at Court; and can 
never want the King's Ear, for 1 ſometimes fit upon his 
Shoalder. There is not a Maid of Honour, or handſome 
young Creature comes in my Way, but, if I like her, I 
ſettle betwixt her balmy Lips. And then I eat and drink the 
beſt of every thing, without having any occaſion to work 
for my Living. What is there that ſuch Country Puſſes 
as you enjoy, to 'be compar'd with a Life like this? The 
ant, who by this time had compos'd her elf, replied 
with a great deal of Temper and no leſs Severity; Indeed, 

to be a Gueſt at an Entertainment of the Gods, is a very 
great Honour, if one is invited; but I ſhould not care 
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to be a difagreeable Intruder any where. You talk of the 


King and the Court, and the fine Ladies there, with 


great Familiarity ; but, as I have been getting in my 


Harveſt in Summer, I have ſeen a certain Perſon, un- 
der the Town Walls, making a hearty Meal upon ſome- 
thing, that is not ſo proper to be mention d. As to your 


frequenting the Altars, you are in the right to take Sanctu- 


ary where you are like to meet with the leaſt Diſturbance; 
But I have known People, before now, run to Altars and 
call it Devotion, when they have been ſhut out of al 
good Company, and had no where elſe to go. You 
don't work for your Living, you ſay; True; therefore 
when you have piay'd away the Summer, and V“ inter 
comes, you have nothing to live upon: and, while you 


are ſtarving with Cold and Hunger, I bave a good warm 


Houſe over my Head, and Plenty of Proviſions about 
ine, | 5 8 
Te APPLICATION. 
This Fable points out to us the different Characters 
of thoſe, thar recommend themſelves in a vain?glori- 
ous Way by falſe and borrow'd Lights; and of thoſe, 
whoſe real Merit procures them a good Eſteem, where- 
ever they go. Poverty and Folly having, at the ſame 
time, Poſſeſſion of any one Man, cannot fail of ma- 
king him an Object of Pity, if not of Contempt; but, 
when an empty, conceited Pride happens to be joyn'd 


with them, they render the Creature, in whom they 


meet, at the ſame time, deſpicable and ridiculous, 
One, who often attends at Court, not becauſe he has 
a Place, but becauſe he has nor, ſhould not value 
himſelf upon his Condition, They who go to Church 
out of Vanity and Curioſity, and not for pure Devo- 


tion, ſhould not value themſelves upon their Religion, 


for it is not worth a Straw, They who eat at a three- 
penny Ordinary, and ſometimes not ſo well, ſhould 


not boaſt either of their Dinner or Company. In ſhort, 


no body is a better Gentleman than he, whoſe own 
honeſt Induſtry ſupplies him with a Plenty of all Ne- 


ceſſaries; who is to well acquainted with Honour, as 


never to fay or do a mean and unjuſt Thing; 8. 
WO 
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who deſpiſes an idle Scoundrel, but knows how to 

efteem Men of his own Principles. Such a one is a 

Perſon of the firſt Quality, tho? he has never a Title; 

and ought to take Place of vey Man, who is not 
ſo good as himſelf. 


FAB. XXVIIL The Old Hound. 
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N old Hound, who had been an excellent good One 
in his Time, and given his Maſter great Sport and 
Satisfaction in many a Chace; at laſt, by the Effect of 
Tears, became feeble and unſerviceable. However, being 
in the Field, one Day, when the Stag was almoſt run 
down, he happen'd to be the firſt that came in with him, 
and ſeiz'd him by one of his Haunches; but, his decay d 
and broken Teeth not being able to keep their Hold, the 
Deer eſcap d and threw him quite our. Upon which, his 
Maſter being in a great Paſſion, and going to ſtrike him, 
the honeſt old Creature is {aid to have bark d out this 
Apology ; Ah! do not ſtrike your poor old Servant; tis 
not my Heart and Inclination, but my Strength and Speed 
that fail you. If what I now am diſpleales, pray don't 
berker what I have been. 
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Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable may ſerve to give us a general View 
of the Ingratitude of the greateſt Part of Mankind, 
Notwithſtanding all the Civility and Complaiſance 
that is us'd among People where there is a common 
Intercourſe of Buſineſs, yet, let the main Spring, the 


O 


Probability of their being ſerviceable to each other, 


either in point of Pleaſure or Profit, be but once bro. 


ken, and farewel Courteſy : ſo far from continuing 


any Regard in bebalf of paſt Favours, that it is very 
well it they forbear doing any thing that is injurious, 
If the Maſter had only ceas'd to careſs and make much 


of the old Hound when he was paſt doing any Ser- 
vice, it had not been very ſtrange; but to treat a poor 
Creature ill, not for a Failure of Inclination, but 
merely a Defe& of Nature, muſt, notwithſtanding the 


Crowd of Examples there are to countenance it, be 
pronounc'd Inhumane and Unreaſonable, 

There are two Accounts, upon which People, that 
Have been uſeful, are frequently neglected. One, when 
they are ſo decay'd, either thro' Age or ſome Acci- 
dent, that they are no longer able to do the Services 
they have formeriy done; the other, when the Oc- 


caſion or Emergency, which requir'd ſuch Talents, no 


longer exiſts. Phædrus, who more than once com- 
plains of the bad Conſequences of Age, makes no 


Other Application to this Fable, than by telling his 


Friend Philetus, with ſome Regret, that he wrote it 
with ſuch a View; having, it ſeems, been repaid 
with Neglect or worſe Uſage, for Services done in 
his Youth to thoſe who were then able to afford hing 


F AB 


SO P's FABLES. 5. 
FAB. XXIX. The ſick Kite. 
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A Kite had been ſick a long time; and finding ha 
was no Hopes of Recovery, beg'd of his Mother to 
go to all the Churches and Religious Houſes in the Coun- 
try, to try what Prayers and Promiſes would effe& in his 
behalf. The old Kite replied, Indeed, dear Son, I would 
willingly undertake any thing to ſave your Life; but [ 


have great Reaſon to deſpair of doing you any Service 


in the Way you propoſe; For, with what Face can I ask 
any thing of the Gods in Favour of one, whoſe whole 
Life has been a continued Scene of Rapine and Injuftice, 
and, who has not ſcrupled, upon Occaſion, to rob the 
very Altars themſelves ? 


Tm AFPLICS&TION. 


The Rehearſal of this Fable almoſt unavoidably 
draws our Attention to that very ſerious and impor- 
tant Point, the Conſideration of a Death- bed Repen- 
tance. And, to expoſe the Abſurdity of relying upon 
ſuch a weak Foundation, we need only. ask the ſame 
Queſtion with the Kite in the Fable: How can he that 


has offended the Gods all his Life-time by e 
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of Diſhonour and Injuſtice, expect that they ſhould 


be pleas'd with him at laſt, for no other Reaſon but 
becauſe he fears he ſhall not be able to offend them 
any longer? when, in truth, ſuch a Repentance can 
ſignify nothing but a Confirmation of his former Im- 
pudence and Folly; For ſure no Stupidity can exceed 
that of the Man who expects a future Judgment, and 


yet can bear to commit any Piece of Injuſtice, with 


a Senſe and Deliberation of the Fact. . 
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Leaves, the Hares (in a certain Park where there happen d 
to be plenty of them) were ſo terribly frighted that they 
ran like mad all over the Place, reſolving to ſeck out ſome 
Retreat of more Security, or to end their unhappy Days 
by doing Violence to themſelves, With this Reſolution, 
they found an Outlet where a Pale had been broken down; 
and, bolting forth upon an adjoyning Common, had not 
run far before their Courſe was ſtopt by that of a gentle 
Brook which glided acroſs the Way they intended to take. 
This was ſo grievous a Diſappointment that they were 
. : not 
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not able to bear it, and they determin'd rather to throw 


| themſelves headlong into the Water, let what would 
come of it, than lead a Life fo full of Dangers and Croſſes. 


But, upon their coming to the Brink of the River, a 
Parcel of Frogs which were ſitting there, frighted at their 
Approach, leapt into the Stream in great Confuſion, and 
div'd to the very Bottom for Fear. Which a cunning old 


| Puſs obſerving, call'd to the reſt and ſaid, Hold, have a 


Care what ye do: here are other Creatures, I perceive, 


which have their Fears as well as we: Don't then let us 


fancy our ſelves the moſt miſerable of any upon Earth; 
but rather, by their Example, learn to bear patiently thoſe 
Inconveniences which our Nature has thrown upon us. 
Te APPLICATION, 
"This Fable is deſign'd to ſhew us how unreaſon- 
able many People are, for living in ſuch continual Fears 
and Diſquiets about the Miſerableneſs of their Condi- 


tion, There is hardly any State of Life great enough 


to ſatisfy the Wiſhes of an Ambitious Man; and ſcarce 


any ſo mean, but may ſupply all the Neceſſities of 
him that is moderate, But if People will be ſo un- 


wiſe as to work themſelves up to imaginary Miſ- 


fortunes, why do they grumble at Nature and their 


Stars, when their own perverſe Minds are only to 
blame? If we are to conclude ourſelves unhappy by 
as many Degrees as there are others greater than we, 


why then the greateſt Part of Mankind muſt be miſe- 


rable, in ſome Degree at leaſt. Bur, if they who re- 
pine at their own afflicted Condition would but reck- 
on up how many more there are with whom they 
would not change Caſes, than whoſe Pleaſures they 


envy, they would certainly riſe up better ſatisfied from 


fuch a Calculation, But what ſhall we ſay to thoſe 
who have a way of creating themſelves Panics ; from 
the Ruſtling of the Wind; the ſeratching of a Rat or 
Mouſe behind the Hanging; the fluttering of a Moth; 
or the Motion of their own Shadow by Moonlight: 
Their whole Life is as full of Alarms as that of a Hare; 
and they neyer think. themſelyes ſo happy, as when, 
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like the timorous Folks in the Fable, they meet with to! 


: a ſett of Creatures as fearful as themſelves. der 
ru 
1 AB. XXXI. The Lion and the Mouſe. i 
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Lion, faint with Heat and weary with bunting, was 10 


hid down to take his Repoſe under the ſpreading bo 
Boughs of a thick ſhady Oak. It happen'd that, while he 
| flept, a Company of ſcambling Mice ran over his Back 
i and wak'd bim, Upon which, ſtarting up, he clap'd his 
| Paw upon one of them, and was juſt going to put it to 
Death, when the little Suppliant implor'd his Mercy in a 
very moving Manner; begging him not to ſtain his noble 
Character with the Blood of ſo deſpicable and ſmall a 
Beaſt, The Lion, conſidering the Matter, thought pro- 
per to do as he was deſir'd, and immediately releas'd bis 
Attle trembling Priſoner, Not long after, traverſing the 
Foreſt in Purſuit of his Prey, he chanc'd to run into 
the Toils of the Hunters; from whence, not able to dif- 
engage himſelf, he ſet up a moſt hideous and loud Roar. 

The Mouſe, hearing the Voice and knowing it to be the 
Lion's, immediately repair'd to the Place, and bid him fear 
nothing, for that he was his Friend, Then ſtrait he fell 
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to work, and, with his little ſharp Teeth, gnawing aſun- 


| der the Knots and Faſtnings of the Toils, ſet the royal 
Brute at Liberty, 5 8 85 


ne APPLICATION. 


This Fable gives us to underſtand that there is 
no Perſon in the World ſo little, but even the great- 
eſt may, at ſome Time or other, ſtand in need of 
his Aſſiſtance; and conſequently that it is good to uſe 
Clemency, where there is any Room for it, towards 
thoſe who fall within our Power. A Generoſity of 
this Kind is a handſome Virtue, and looks very grace- 
ful whenever it is exerted, if there were nothing elſe 
in it : But, as the loweſt People in Life may upon 
Occaſion have it in their Power, either to ſerve or 
hurt us, that makes it our Duty in Point of common 
Intereſt, to behave our ſelves with Good-nature and 
Lenity towards all with whom we have to do. Then 
the Gratitude of the Mouſe, and his Readineſs, not 
only to repay, but even to exceed the Obligation due 
to his Benefactor, notwithſtanding his little Body, 
gives us the Specimen of a great Soul; which is never 
ſo much delighted as with an Opportunity of ſhewing 
bow ſenſible it is of Favours receiv'd, | 


5 AP FABLES. 
FA B. XXXII. The Fatal Marriage. 
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Tu Lion e touch'd with the — Proce- 
dure of the Mouſe, and, reſolving not to be out- 
done in Generoſity by any wild Beaft whatever, defir'd his 
little Deliverer to name his own Terms, for that he might 
depend upon his complying with any Propoſal he ſhould 
make. The Mouſe, fir'd with Ambition at this gracious 
Offer, did not ſo much confider what was proper for him 
ta have, as what was in the Power of his Prince to 
grant; and fo, preſumptuouſly demanded his princely 
Daughter the young Lioneſs in Marfiage. The Lion com- 
ſented. But, when he would have given the royal Virgin 
into his Poſſeſſion, ſhe, like a giddy Thing as ſhe was, 
not minding how ſhe walk d, by Chance ſet her Paw 
upon her Spouſe, who was coming to meet her, and 
cruſh'd her little Dear to Pieces. 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable ſeems intended to ſhew us how miſe- 
rable ſome People make themſelves by a wrong 


Choice, when they * WY the good Things in the 
World 


* 
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World ſpread before them to chuſe out of. In ſhort, 
if that one Particular of Judgment be wanting, 'tis- 
not in the Power of the greateſt Monarch upon Earth, 
I nor of the repeated Smiles of Fortune, to make us 
happy. Tis the Want or Poſſeſſion of a good Judg- 
ment, which oftentimes makes the Prince a poor 
Wretch, and the poor Philoſopher completely eaſy. 
Now, the firſt and top degree of Judgment, is to 
know one's ſelf; to be able to make a tolerable Eſti- 
mate of one's own Capacity, fo as not to ſpeak or 
undertake any thing which may either injure or make 
us ridiculous; And yet (as wonderful as it is) there 
have been Men, of allow'd good Senſe in particular, 
and. poſſeſs'd of all deſirable Qualifications in general 
to make Life delightful and agreeable, who have un- 
happily contriv'd to match themſelves with Women: 
of a Genius and Teraper neceflarily tending to blaſt: 
their Peace. This proceeds from ſome unaccountable 
Blindneſs ;. But when wealthy Plebeians of mean Ex- 
trations and unrefin'd Educations, as an Equivalent 
for their Mony, demand - Brides out of the Nurſeries. 


5 of our Peerage, their being deſpis'd, or at leaſt over- 
I CW 9: bd l . 0 g 5 
„ look'd, is ſo unavoidable, unleſs in extraordinary 


n Caſes, that nothing but a falſe Taſte of Glory could 
ot make them enter upon a Scheme ſo inconſiſtent and 
1d unpromiſing, 2 
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FAB. XXXIII. The Wood andthe Clown: ©: 
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Country -Fellow: came one -Day-into the Wood, and I Hc 
look'd about him with ſome Concern; upon which pli: 
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the Trees, with a Curioſity natural to ſome other Crea · Ti 
tures; ask'd him what he wanted. He replied; that he . 


wanted only a Piece of Wood to make a Handle to his 
Hatchet. Since that was all, it was voted (emine con- 
trailicente) that he ſhould have a Piece of good, ſound, 
tough Aſh. But he had no. ſooner receiv'd and fitted it 
for his Purpoſe, than he began to lay about him unmer- 
cifully, and to hack and hue without Diſtinction, felling 
the nobleſt Trees in all the Foreſt. Then the Oak is 
aid to have-ſpoke-thus to the Beech, in a low Whiſper, 
Brother, we muſt take it for our Pains. | | 
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No People are more juſtly liable to ſuffer than 
they who furniſh their Enemies with any kind of Aſ— 
ſiſtance. It is generous to forgive, it is injoin'd us 
by Religion to love, our Enemies; but he that truſts, 
much leſs contributes to the ſtrengthening and arming 
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of an Enemy, may almoſt depend upon repenting 
kim of his inadvertent Benevolence: And has more- 
over this to add to his Diſtreſs; That, when he might 


have prevented it, he brought his Misfortune upon 


himſelf by his own Credulity. 


| Any Perſon in a Community, whether a King, or 
any other Demagogue, by what Name or Title ſoe- 


ver diſtinguiſn'd, who affects a Power which may poſ- 
fibly hurt the People, is an Enemy to that People; 
and therefore they ought not to truſt him, For tho” 
he were ever ſo fully determin'd not to abuſe ſuch a 
Power, yet he is ſo far a bad Man, as he diſturbs the 
People's Quiet, and makes them jealous and uneaſy, 


by deſiring to have it, or even retaining it, when it 
may prove miſchievous, If we conſult Hiſtory, we 


ſhall find that the Thing call'd Prerogative has been 
claim'd and contended for chiefly by Thoſe who ne- 
yer intended to make a good Utſe of it; and as rea- 
dily reſign'd and thrown up by juſt and wiſe Princes, 


who had the true Intereſt of their People at Heart! 


How like ſenſeleſs Stocks do they act, who, by com- 
plimenting ſome capricious Mortal, from Time to 


Time, with Parcels of Prerogative, at laſt put it out 
of their Power to defend and maintain themſelves in 


their juſt and natural Liberty: 


462 DASOP% FABLES. 
FA B. XXXIV. The Horſe and the Stag. 
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— Horſe, and drove him clear out of the Paſture where 
they. us d to feed together. So the latter crav'd the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Man; and, in order to receive the Benefit of 


it, ſuffer'd him to put a Bridle into his Mouth, and a 


Saddle upon his Back. By this way of Proceeding, he en- 
tirely defeated his Enemy; but was mighrily diſappointed; 
when, upon returning Thanks, and deliring to be diſ- 
miſs'd, he receiv'd this Anſwer: No, I never knew be- 
fore how uſeful a Drudge you were; now I have found 
what you are — for, you may depend 1 it, Fl keep 
you tot. 


De APPLICATION. 
As the foregoing Fable was intended to caution us 


againſt conſenting. to any thing that might prejudice 
publick Liberty; this may ſerve to keep us upon our 


'Guard in the Preſervation of that which is of a pri- 


vate Nature. This is the Uſe and Interpretation given 


df it by Horace, the beſt and moſt polite Philoſopher 


* ever wrote. After reciting the 5 he applies 
it 


HE Stag, with his ſharp Horns, got the better of the | 
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it thus; This, ſays he, is the Caſe of him, who dread- 
ing Poverty, parts with that invaluable Jewel, Liber- 
ty; like a Wretch as he is, he will always be ſubje& 


to a Fyrant of ſome ſort or other, and be a Slave 


for ever; becauſe his avaricious Spirit knew not how 
to be contented with that moderate Competency, 


which he might have poſleſs'd independent of all the 


World. So far that ſweet Moraliſt. — The Truth of 
which we find verified in almoſt as many Examples as 
there are Creatures of great Men in the World, 


FAB. XXXV. :- 
The Country Mouſe and the City Mouſe 
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AN hcneſt, plain, ſenſible Country Mouſe, is faid to 

have entertain'd at his Hole, one Day, a fine Mouſe 
of the Town, Having formerly been Play-fellows toge- 
ther, they were old Acquaintance, which ſerv'd as an A- 
pology for the Viſit. However, as Maſter of the Houſe, 
he thought himſelf oblig'd to do the Honours of it, in all 
Reſpects, and to make as great a Stranger of his Gueſg, 


as he poſſibly could. In Order to this he ſet before him a 


Reſe:ye of delicate grey Peaſe and Bacon; a Diſh of fine 
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Oatmeal; ſome Parings of new Cheeſe; and, to crown 
all with a Deſſert, a Remnant of charming mellow Apple. 
In good Manners, he forbore to eat any himſelf, leſt the 
Stranger ſhould not have enough; but, that he might 


ſeem to bear the other Company, fate and nibbled a Piece 


of a Wheaten-Straw, very buſily. At laſt, ſays the 
Spark of the Town, Old Crony, give me Leave to 


be a little free with you; How can you bear to live 


in this naſty, dirty, melancholy Hole here, with nothing 


but Woods and Meadows and Mountains and Rivulets a- 


bout you? Don't you prefer the Converſation of the World 
to the chirping of Birds, and the Splendor of a Court, to 


the rude Aſpect of an uncultivated Deſart? Come, take 


my Word for't, you'll find it a Change for the better. 
Never ſtand conſidering, but away this Moment. Re- 
member, we are not immortal, and therefore have no 
Time to loſe, Make ſure of to-day, and ſpend it as a- 
greeably as you can, you know not what may happen to- 
Ia ſhort, theſe and ſuch like Arguments pre- 
vail'd; and his Country Acquaintance was reſolv'd to go 
to Town that Night. So they both ſet out upon their 
Journey together; propoſing to ſneak in, after the Cloſe 
of the Evening. They did ſo; and, about Midnight, 
made their Entry into a certain great Houſe, where there 
had been an extraordinary Entertainment the Day before; 
and ſeveral Tit-bits, which ſome of the Servants had 


| purloin'd, were hid under the Seat of a Window: The 


Country Gueſt was immediately plac'd in the midſt of a 
rich Perſtan Carpet; and now it was the Courtier's Turn 
to entertain: who indeed acquitted himſelf in that Capa- 


city with the utmoſt Readineſs and Addreſs; changing 
the Courſes, as elegantly, and taſt ing every thing firſt, as 


judiciouſly as any Clerk of a Kitchin. Tie other fate 
and enjoy'd himſelf like a delighted Epicure, tickled to the 


Lift degree with this new Turn of his Affairs; when, on 


a ſudden, a Noiſe of ſomebody opening the Door, made 


them fart from their Seats, and ſcuttle, in Confuſion, a- 


bout the Dining-Room, Our Country Friend, in par- 


ticular, was ready to die with Fear, at the —_— a 
| ; | : ap 
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huge Maſtiff or- two, which open'd their Throats juſt 


| about. the ſame time, and made the whole Houſe eccho. 
At laſt, recovering himſelf, Well, fays he, if this be your 


Town Life, much good may do you with it; Give me 
my poor quiet Hole again, with my homely, but com- 
fortable grey Peaſe, | 

| The APPLICATION. 


A moderate Fortune, with a quiet Retirement in 


the Country, is preferable to the greateſt Affluence 


which is attended with Care and the Perplexity of 
Buſineſs, and inſeparable from the Noiſe and Hurry 
of the Town. Let Thoſe who have an Opinion of 
Horace's good Senſe and Judgment, read the ſixth 
Satire of his Second Book, upon this Subject; in which 
he has introduc'd, and moſt agreeably related, the 
Fable before us. The Practice of the Generality of 
People of the beſt Taſte, it is to be own'd, is directly 
againſt us in this Point; but, when it is conſider'd that 
this Practice of theirs proceeds rather from a Com- 


pliance with the Faſhion of the Times than their own 
private Thoughts, the Objection is of no Force. 


Among the great Numbers of Men, who have re- 
ceiv'd a learned Education, how few are there, but 
either have their Fortunes intirely to make; or at 
leaſt, think they deſerve to have, and ought not to 
loſe the Opportunity of getting, ſomewhat more than 
their Fathers have left them. The Town is the Field 
of Action for Voluntiers of this Kind; and whatever 
Fondneſs they may have for the Country, yet they 
muſt ſtay ll their Circumſtances will admit of a 
Retreat thither. But ſure there never was a Man yet, 
who liv'd in a conſtant Return of Trouble and Fatigue 


in Town, as all Men of Buſineſs do in ſome Degree 


or other, but has form'd to himſelf ſome End of 
getting, ſome ſufficient Competency, which may ena- 
ble him to purchaſe a quiet Poſſeſſion in the Countrr, 


where he may indulge his Genius, and give up his 


old Age to that eaſy ſmooth Life, which, in the 
Tempeſt of Buſineſs, he had ſo often long'd for. Can 
zay thing argue more ſtrongly for a Country N 

| | | than 
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| 
| 


_ $0 through, and what Difficulties they encounter, to 
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than to obſerve what a long Courſe of Labour People F 


come at it? They look upon it, at a Diſtance, like a 
kind of Heaven, a Place of Reſt and Happineſs; and 
are puſhing forward through the rugged thorny Cares 
of the World, to make their Way towards it, If 
there are many, who, tho” born to plentiful Fortunes, 
yet live moſt part of their Time, in the Noiſe, the 
Smoak, and Hurry of the Town; we ſhall find, upon 
as, pag that neceſſary indiſpenſable Buſineſs is the 
real or pretended Plea which moſt of them have 10 
. make for it, The Court and the Senate require the 
Attendance of ſome; Law-Suits and the proper Dire- 
ction of Trade engage others; They who have a 
ſpritely Wit, and an elegant Taſte for Converſation, 
will reſort to the Place which is frequented by People 
of-the ſame Turn, whatever Averſion they may other- 
wiſe have for it; and others, who have no ſuch Pre- 
tence, haye yet this to ſay, that they follow the Fa- 
' ſhion. They, who appear to have been Men of the 
beſt Senſe among the Ancients, always recommended 
the Country, as the moſt proper Scene for Innocence, 
Eaſe, and virtuous Pleaſure; and accordingly loſt no 
Opportunities of enjoying it : And Men of the greateſt 
Diſtinction among the Moderns, have ever thought 
themſelves moſt happy, when they could be decently 
fpar'd, from the Employments which the Excellency 
of their Talents neceſſarily threw them into, to em- 
brace the charming Leiſure of a Country Life. 


by 
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* Little, e thin-gutted Rogue of a Mouſe had 
with much Puſhing and Application, made his Way 
thro a ſmall Hole into a Corn-Basket ; where he ſtuff d 
and cram'd fo plentifully, that, when he would have re- 
tird the Way he came, he found himſelf too plump, with 
all his Endeavours, to accompliſh' it. A Weaſel, who 
ſtood at ſome Diſtance, and had been diverting himſelf 
with beholding the vain Efforts of the little fat Thing, 
cal'd to him, and ſaid; Hearky! honeſt Friend, if you 
have a Mind to make your Eſcape, there is but 6ne way 


for it; contrive to grow as poor and as lean as you were- 


when you enter'd ; and then, perhaps, you may get off, 
te APPLICATION. | 


They who, from a poer mean Condition, inſinuate 


themſelves into a good Eſtate, are not always the moſt 
happy. There is, many times, a Quiet and Content 
attending a low Life, to which the rich Man is an 


utter Stranger. Riches and Cares are almoſt inſepa- 
table; and whoever would get rid of the one, muſt 


content himſelf to be diveſted of the other. He that 


has been acquainted with the Sweets of a Life free 
15 from 


— B. XXXVI. The Mouſe and Weaſel. 


— 0} En AE AE or 


* 8 ” - 
20 r „„ Pl tithe — — 


/ 


8) A SOP FABLES. 
from the Incumbrance of Wealth, and longs to enjoy #2t 
them again, muſt ſtrip himſelf of that Incumbrance, iſ in 
if ever he means to attain his Wiſhes, _ : toc 
Some, from creeping into the loweſt Stations of ref 
Life, have, in procefs of Time, fill'd the greateſt tho 
Places in it; and grown, ſo bulky by purſuing their not 
inſatiate Appetite after Mony, that, when they would ov. 
have retir'd, they found themſelves too opulent and +. 
full to get off. There has been no Expedient for them of 
to creep out, till they were ſqueez'd, and reduc d, ia 5 
ſome Meafure, to their primitive Littleneſs. They 
that fill themſelves with that which is the Property 
of others, ſhould always be ſo ſerv'd before they are 
fufer'd toeſcape. + - | BY 
Others are Slaves to great Men, for the ſake of Tee 
fome Poſt or Appointment which they enjoy under I bi 
them; and have no Way to diſengage themſelves from iſ was 
the galling Chains of their capricious Patrons, but by W whi 
reſigning their Places, and returning courageouſly to tos 
their original Poverty. But, how few have Courage they 
and Spirit enough, to act ſo brave a Part! hat 


FAB. XxXXVII. The Belly and the Members, Ian 
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I former Days, when the Belly and the other Parts of uin“ 
the Body, enjoy d the Faculty of Speech, and had ſepa» 
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rate Views and Deſigns of their own; each Part, it ſeems, 


in particular for himſelf, and in the Name of the Whole, 
took Exceptions at the Conduct of the Belly, and were 


| reſolv'd to grant him Supplies no longer. They ſaid, they 


thought it very bard, that he ſhould lead an idle good - for- 
nothing-Life, ſpending and ſquandering away, upon his 
own ungodly Guts, all the Fruits of their Labour ;- and 
that, in fort, they were refolv'd, for the future, to ſtrike 
off his Allowance, and let him ſhift for himſelf as well as 
he could. The Hands proteſted they would not lift up 
a Finger to keep him from ſtarving; and the Mouth wiſh'd 
he might never ſpeak again if he took in the leaſt Bit of 
Nouriſhment for him as long as he liv'd; and, ſay the 
Teeth, may we be rorted, if ever we chew a Morſel for 


bim for the future. This ſolemn League and Covenant 


was kept, as long as any thing of that Kind can be kept, 
which was, till each of the rebe] Members pin'd away 
to Skin and Bone, and could hold out no longer. Then 
they found there was no doing without the Belly; and 
that as idle and inſignificant as he ſeem'd, he contributed 
25 much to the Maintenance and Welfare of all the other 
Parts, as they did to his. LO 185 

| The AFPFLECATEOMN, 

This Fable was ſpoken by Menenius Agrippa, a fa- 
mous Roman Conſul and General, when he was de- 
puted by the Senate to appeaſe a dangerous Tumult 
and Inſurrection of the People, The many Wars that 
Nation was ingag'd in, and the frequent Supplies they 
were oblig'd to raiſe, had ſo ſour'd and inflam'd the 
Minds of tne Populace, that they were reſolv'd to en- 
dure it no longer, and obſtinately refus'd to pay the 
Taxes which were levied upon them. It is eaſy to dif- 
tern how the great Man apply'd this Fable. For, if 
the Branches and Members of a Community refuſe 
me Government that Aid which its Neceſſities require 
the whole muſt periſn together, The Rulers of a 
tate, as idle and infignificant as they may ſometimes 
een, are yet as neceſſary to be kept up, and main- 


s of Fain'd in a proper and decent Grandeur, as the Fa- 
cpa” N | 


mily 
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mily of each private Perſon is, in a Condition ſuits 
ble to it ſelf, Every Man's Enjoyment of that little 
which he gains by his daily Labour, depends upon the 
Government's being maintain'd in a Condition to 
defend and ſecure him in it. - 


FAB. XXXV UI. 
| The Lark and ng Ones. 
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Lark, who had young Ones in a Field of Com 

X which was almoſt ripe; was under ſome Fear, leſt 
the Reapers ſhould come to reap. it, before her young 
Brood was fledg'd, and able to remove from the Place, 
Wherefore upon flying abroad to look for Food, ſhe left 
this Charge with them, That they ſhould take Notice 
what they heard talk'd of in her Abſence, and tell her of it 
when ſhe came back again. When ſhe was gone, they 
heard the Ovrner of the Corn call to his Son; Well, fays 
he, I think this Corn is ripe enough; I'd have you go, 
early to-morrow, and. defire our Friends and Neighbours 
to come and help us reap it. When the old Lark came 
home, the young Ones fell a quivering and chirping round 


Her, and _ her what had happen'd, erg a her to re- 
move 


£ZSOP's FABLES. yr 
move them as faſt as ſhe could, The Mother bid them 
be eaſy; for, ſays ſhe, it the Owner depends upon Friends 
and Neighbours, I am pretty ſure the Corn will not be 
reapt to-morrow, Next Day, ſhe went out again, upon 
the ame Occaſion, and left the ſame Orders wich them 
as before. The Owner came, and ſtay d, expecting thoſe 
he had ſent to; but the Sun grew hot, and notbing 
was done; for not a Soul came to help him. Then, ſays 
he to his Son, I perceive theſe Friends of ours are not 
to be depended upon, ſo that you muſt e&'en go to your 
Uncles-and Couſins, and tell them I deſire they would be 
here betimes to-morrow Morning to heip us reap. Well 
this the young Ones, in a great Fright, reported alſo to their 
Mother. If that be all, fays ſhe, don't be frighten'd, Chile 
dren; for Kindred and Relations don't uſe to be ſo very 
forward to ſerve one another: But, take particular Notice 
what you hear ſaid the next Time, and be ſure you let me 
know it. She went abroad the next Day, as uſual; and, 
the Owner finding his Relations as ſlack as the reſt of 
his Neighbours, ſaid to his Son, Hearky, George, do you 
get a Couple of good Sickles ready againſt to-morrow * 
Morning, and we'll een reap the Corn our ſelves. When 
the young Ones told their Mother this; Then, fays ſhe, 
we muſt begone indeed; For, when a Man undertakes to 
do his Buſineſs himſelf, *tis not fo likely that he will be 
diſappointed, So, ſhe remov'd her young Ones immedi- 
ately, and the Corn was reapt the next Day by the good 
Man and his $08, 
The APPLIECNETION.. 

Never depend upon the Aſſiſtance of Friends and 
Relations in any thing which you are able to do your 
{e!'f; for nothing is more fickle and uncertain, The 
Man who relies upon another for the Execution of 
any Aﬀair of Importance, is not-only kept in a 
wretched and flaviſh Suſpence, while he expects the 
illue of the Matter, but generally meets with a Diſap- 
pointment, While he who lays the chief Streſs of his 
Zuſinels upon himſelf, and depends upon his own In- 
zultry aud Attention for the Succeſs of his Affairs, is 


— 
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in the faiteſt Way to attain his End; And, if at laſt hg 
ſhould miſcarry, has this to comfort him, That it was 
not through his own Negligence, and a vain Expecta. 
tion of the Aſſiſtance of Friends. To ſtand by our 
ſelves, as much as poſſible, to exert our own Strength 
and Vigilance in the Proſecution of our Affairs, is 
Godlike; being the Reſult of a moſt noble and highly 
exalted Reaſon; but they who procraſtinate and. de. 
fer the Buſineſs of Life by an idle Dependence upon 
others, in Things which it is in their own Power to 
effect, ſink down into a kind of ſtupid abject Slavery, 
and ſhew themſelves unworthy of the Talents with 
which humane Nature is dignified, Ee 
A. Gellius, who has render'd this Fable much to 
the Honour and Commendation of Æſop, among other 
Remarks which he makes upon it, tells us that Enrius 
had inſerted it aſter a very pretty and agreeable Manner 
in his Satires; and recommends the two laſt Verſes of 
it, as a Maxim that well deſery'd a Place in the Heart 


of every Reader. | 
Hoc erit tibi Argumentum ſemper in promptu ſitum; 
Ne quid expecles amicos, quod tute agere poſſies. 

You ſhould not depend upon your Friends for any 

thing which you are able to do your ſelf 


FAR 
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SOP; PAB 
FA 25 XXXIX. The N urſe and the Wolf. 


Nurſe, hs was endeavouring to | quiet a froward 
bawling Child, among other Attempts, threaten'd 
to throw it out of Doors to the Wolf, if it did not 
leave off crying. A Wolf, who chanc'd to be prowling 
near the Door, juſt at that time heard the Expreſſion; 
and believing the Woman to be in carneſt, waited a long 
while about the Houſe in ExpeRation of ſeeing her Words 
made good, But at laſt the Child, wearied with its own 
Importunities, fell aſleep; and the poor Wolf was forced 


to return back to the Woods empty and ſupperleſs. The 


Fox meeting him, and ſurpriz d to ſee him going home 
ſo thin and diſconſolate, ask'd him what the Matter was, 
and how he came to ſpeed no better that Night? Ah! 
don't ask me, ſays he; I was ſo filly as to believe bet 
the Nurſe ſaid, and have been diſappointed. 


The APPLICATION. | 
All the Moraliſts have agreed to interpret this Fable, 


as a Caution to us, never to truſt a Woman. What 


Reaſons they could have for giving ſo rough and 
uncoutly a a is not eaſy to be imagin'd: for 


hows 


2+ £ASO0Ps FABLES. 


| however fickle and inſtable ſome Women may be, 


it is well known there are ſeveral who have a greater 
Regard for Truth in what they affert or promiſe, 
than moſt Men, There is not Room in ſo ſhort 2 
Compaſs, to expreſs a due Concern for the Honour 
of the Ladies upon this Occaſion, nor to ſhew how 
much one is diſpos'd to vindicate them: And tho' 
there is nothing bad which can be ſaid of them, but 
may with equal Juſtice be aver'd of the other Sex; 
vet one world not venture to give them quite fo ab- 
ſolnte a Precaution as the old Mythologiſts have af- 
fixid to this Fable, but only advife them to conſider 


well and thoroughly of the Matter, before they truſt 


any Man living. 


FA B. XL, The Tortoife and the Eagle. | 
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ambitious to have a Proſpect and look about him, gave 
out, that if any Bird would take him up into the Air, 
and ſnew him the World, he would reward them with a 
[Diſcovery of many precious Stones, which he knew 
were hiddea in a certain Place of the Earth: n 


SOP FABLES, 5p 
andertook to do as he deſir d; and when he had performd 
his Commiſſion, demanded the Reward. But finding the 


Tortoiſe could nat make good his Words, he ſtruck his 
Talons into the ſofter Parts of his Body, and made him a 


Sacrifice to his Revenge. 


Te APPLICATION, 1 

As Men of Honour ought to conſider calmly how 
far the Things which they promiſe may be in their 
Power, before they venture to make Promiſes, upon 


this Account, becauſe the Nonperformance of them 


will be apt to excite an Uneafineſs within themſelves, 
and tarniſh their Reputation in the Eyes of other 


People; fo Fools and Cowards ſhould be as little raſh 


in this Reſpect as poſſible, left their impudent For- 
geries draw upon them the Reſentment of thoſe whom 
they diſappoint, and that Reſentment makes them 
undergo a {mart but deſerv'd Chaſtiſement. The Man 
who is ſo ſtupid a Knave as to make a lying Promiſe 
where he is ſure to be detected, receives the Puniſh- 
ment of his Folly unpitied by all that know him. 


FAB. XLI. The Wind and the Sun. 
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A Diſpute once roſe betwixt the North Wind and the 
sun about the Superiority of their Power; and they 
"= EM . agreed 
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zgreed to try their Strength upon a Traveller; which 
ſhould be able to get his Cloak off firſt, The North 
Wind began; and blew a very cold Blaſt accompanied 
With a ſharp driving Shower, But this and whatever elſe 


he could do, inſtead of making the Man quit bis Surtour, 
_ oblig'd him to gird it about his Body as cloſe as poſſible, 
Next came the Sun; who breaking out from a thick 


watery Cloud, drove away the cold Vapours from the 
Sky, and darted his warm ſultry Beams upon the Head of 
the poor weather-beaten Traveller, The Man grows faint 


with the Heat, and unable to endure it any longer, firſt 


throws off his heavy Cloak, and then flies for Protection 


to the Shade of a neighbouring Grove. 


Te APPLICATION. 
There is ſomething in the Temper of Men ſo averſe 


to ſevere and boiſterous Treatment, that he who en- 
deavours to carry his Point that way, inſtead of pre- 


vailing, generally leaves the Mind of him, whom he 
has thus attempted, in a more confirm'd and obſti- 


-nate Situation, than he found it at firſt. Bitter Words 


and hard Uſage freeze the Heart into a kind of Ob- 
duracy, which mild Perſuaſion and gentle Language 
only can diſſolve and ſoften. Perſecution has always 


fix'd and riveted thoſe Opinions which it was in- | 


tended to diſpel; and ſome diſcerning Men have at- 
tributed the quick Growth of Chriſtianity, in a great 


meaſure, to the rough and barbarous Recegtion which 


its firſt Teachers met with in the World. The ſame 


may have been obſerv'd of our Reformation: The 
| Blood of the Martyrs was the Manure which produc'd 


that great proteſtant. Crop on which the Church of 
England has ſubſiſted ever ſince. Providence, which 


always makes uſe of the. moſt natural Means to at- 
tain its Purpoſe, has thought fit to eſtabliſh the pureſt 


Religion by this Method : The Conſideration of which 
may give a proper Check to thoſe, who are continu- 


ally endeavouring to root out Errors by that very 
Management, which ſo infallibly fixes and implants 


all Opinions, — well erroneous as orthodox, When 
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an Opinion is fo violently attack'd, it raiſes an At- 
tention in the perſecured Party, and gives an Alarm 
to their Vanity, by making them think That worth de- 
fending and keeping at the Hazard of their Lives, 
which, pehaps, otherwiſe they would only have ad- 
mir'd A- while for the ſake of its Novelty, and after- 
wards reſign'd of their own Accord. In ſhort, a fierce 
turbulent Oppoſition, like the North-wind, only ſerves 
to make a Man wrap his Notions more cloſely about 
him; But we know not what, a kind, warm, Sun- 
ſhiny Behaviour, in applied, would not be able. 
to effect. 


FA B. XLI. The Als 7 in the Lion' s skin. 
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A N Aſs, finding the Skin of a Lion, put it on; 4 

going into, the Woods and Paſtures, threw all the 
Flocks and Herds into a terrible Conſternation. At laſt, 
meeting his Owner, he would have frighted him alſo; but 
the good Man, ſeeing his long Ears ſtick out, preſently 
knew him, and with a good Cudgel made him feaſible, 
that, notwithſtanding his being dreſt in a Lion's Skin, be 
was really no more than an Als. 
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„% Y 
As all Affectation is wrong, and tends to expoſe 
and make a Man ridiculous, ſo the more diſtant he is 
from the Thing which he affects to appear, the 
ſtronger will the Ridicule be which he excites, and 
the greater the Inconyeniences into which he runs 
himſelf thereby. How ſtrangely abfurd is it for a ti- 
morous Perſon to procure a military Poſt, in order 
to keek himſelf out of Danger? and to fancy a red 
Coat the ſureſt Protection fot Cowardice > Yet there 
have been thoſe who have purchas'd a Commiſſion to 
avoid being inſulted; and have been ſo lilly as to 
think Courage was interwoven with a Saſh, or tied u 
in a Cockade, But it would not be amiſs for ſuch 
Gentlemen to confider, that it is not in the Power of 
Scarlet- Cloth to alter Nature; and that, as it is expected 
a Soldier ſhould ſnew himſelf a- Man of Courage and 
Intrepidity upon all proper Occafions, they may by 
this means meet the Diſgrace they intended to avoid, 
and appear greater Aſſes than they needed to bave 
done. However, it is not in point ef Fortitude only, 
that People are liable to expoſe themſelves, by alla . 
ming a. Character to which they are not equal; but 
he Who puts on a ſhew of Learning, of Religion, of 
a ſuperior Capacity in any reſpect, or in ſhort, of any 
Virtue or Knowledge to which he has no proper 
Claim, is, and will always be found to be, Au A: 
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- F AB. XLIII . The 2 and the Fox. 
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A Frog, leaping out of the Lake, and — — the a. 
vantage ef a rifing Ground, made Proolamat ion to 
all the Beaſts of the Foreft, that he was an able Phyſician, | 
had ſtudied Hippoerates and Galen; and, for curing all 
manner of Diſtempers, vvould turn his Back to no Perſon 
living. This Diſcourſe, utter d in a Parcel of hard cramp 
Words, which no body under ſtoad, made the Beaſts ad- 
mire his Learning, and give Credit to every Thing he 
faid, At laſt, the Fox, who was prefent, with 2 | 
tion ask'd him, How he could have the Impudence, with 
thoſe thin lanteen Javvs, that mea ae who Phyz, and blotch'd 
ſpotted Bedy, to fet up for one was able 60 cure the 
Infirmities of others? op 


"The APPLICATION. 


A fickly, infirm Look, is as difadvantag eous in 2 
Phyſician, as that of a. Rake in a ä or a 
ſheepiſh one in a Soldier, If this Moral contains any 
thing further, it is, That we ſhquld not. ſet up for 
rectifying Enormities in others, while we labour un- 
der the fame our ſelyes. Good Advice * _— 


.. 


fo SOP FABLES. 


to be follow'd, without our being prejudic'd upon 


Account of the Perſon from whom it comes: But it 
is ſeldom that Men can be brought to think us worth 
minding, when we preſcribe Cures for Maladies with 


which our felves are infected. Phyſician, heal thy 


fel, is too ſcriptural not to be applied upon ſuch an 
Occaſion; and, if we would avoid being the Jeſt of 
an Audience, we muſt be ſound and free from thoſe 


Diſeaſes, of which we would endeavour to cure others. 
How ſhock'd muſt People have been to hear a Prea- 
cher for a whole Hour declaim againſt Drunkenneſs; 


when his own Infirmity has been ſuch, that he could 


neither bear nor forbear Drinking; and perhaps was 
the only Perfon in the CONE. who made the 
Doctrine, at that Time, neceſſary, Others too have 


been very zealous in exploding Crimes, for which 


none were more ſuſpected than themſelves : But, let 
ſuch filly Hypocrites remember, that they whoſe 


Eyes want couching, are the moſt improper People 
in the World to ſet up for Oculiſts. ; 


FAB. XLIV. The miſchievous Dog. 
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A Certain Man had a Dog, which was fo curſt and 
E miſchievous, that he was forc'd to faſten a heavy 
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SO P's FABLES. 81 
Clog about his Neck, to keep him from running at, and 
worry ing People. This, the vain Cur took for a Badge of 
honourable Diſtinction; and grew ſo inſolent upon it, that 
he look d down with an Air of Scorn upon the other 
neighbouring Dogs, and refus'd to keep them Company. 
But a ſly old Poacher, who was one of the Gang, aſſur'd 
him that he had no Reaſon to value himſelf upon the 
Favour he wore, ſince it was fix'd upon him rather as a 
Mark of Diſgrace, than of Honour. | 


Te APPLICATION. 


' Some People are fo exceeding yain, and, at the 
fame time, dull of Apprehenſion, that they interpret 
every Thing, by which they are diſtinguiſh'd from 
others, in their own Fayour. If they betray any 
Weakneſſes in Converſation, which are apt to excite 
the Laughter of the Company, they make no Scruple 
of aſcribing it to their Superiority in point of Wit, 
If want of Senſe or Breeding, (one of which is al- 
ways the Caſe) diſpoſes them to give, or miſtake Af 
fronts, upon which Account all diſcreet ſenſible Peo- 
ple are oblig'd to ſnun their Company, they impute it 
to their own Valour and Magnanimity,. to which they 
fancy the World pays an awful and reſpectful Di- 
ſtance, There are ſeveral decent Ways of preventing 
ſuch turbulent Men from doing Miſchief, which might 
be applied with Secrecy and many times paſs unregar- 
ded, if their own Arrogance did not require the reſt 
of Mankind to take Notice of it. 
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FAB. XL. V. Jupiter and the Camel. 
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Tus Camel preſented u Petition to Fupiter, eon. 
1 plaining of the Hardſhip of his Cafe, in not having, 


ke Bulls and other Creatures, Horns or any Weapons of 
Defence to protect himfelf from the Attacks of his Ene- 


mies;. and praying that Relief might be given him in ſuch 


Manner, as might be thought moſt expedient. Jupiter 


could not help ſmiling at the impertinent Addreſs of the 
great filly Beaſt ; but however, rejected the Petition; and 
told him that, ſo far from granting his unreaſonable Re- 


queſt, henceforward he would take Care his Ears ſhould 


be ſhorten'd, as a Puniſhinent for his Prefumptuous Im- 
portunity. | | | ; 
8 The APPLICATION. 


The Nature of Things is ſo fix 'd, in every Parti- 
Fular, that. they are very weak ſuperſtitious People, 
who dream it is to be alter'd.. But, beſides the Im- 
poſlibility of producing a Change by Addreſſes of this 
Nature, they who imploy much of their Time upon 
ſuch Accounts, inſtead of getting are ſure to loſe in 
mne End. When any Man is ſo frivolous and yexati- 
* | | ous 
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the Wood, without 


E SOP"s FABLES. 83 
ous as to make unreaſonable Complaints, and to har- 
bour undue Repinings in his Heart, bis . Peeviſhneſs 
will leſſen the real Goods which he poſſeſſes, and the 
Sourneſs of his Temper ſhorten that Allowance of 
Comfort, which he already thinks.too Scanty, Thus, 
in Truth, it is not Providence, but our ſelves, who 
puniſh our own Importunity in ſolliciting for Impoſ- 
ſibilities, with a ſharp corroding Care, which abridges 
us of ſome part of that little Pleaſure which Provi- 
dence has caſt into our Lot, . 


F AB. XLVI. The Travellers and the Bear, 
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T: WO Men being to travel through a Foreſt together; 
mutually promis'd to ſtand by eech other in any 
Danger they ſhould meet upon the Way, They had not 
gone far, before a Bear came - ruſhing towards them 
out of a Thicket ; upon which, one, being a light nim- 
ble Fellow, got up into a Tree; the other, falling flat up- 
on his Face, and holding his Breath, lay ill, while the 
Bear came up and ſmelbd at him; but that Creature, ſup- 
poling him to be a dead Carcaſs, went back again into 
doing him the leaſt Harm, When 
| A} 
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all was over, the Spark who had climb'd the Tree cam 
down to his Companion, and with a pleaſant Smile ask d 
him what the Bear ſaid to him? for, fays he, I took 
Notice that he clapt his Mouth very cloſe to your Ear, 
Why, replies the other, he charg'd me to take Care for 
the future, not to put any Confidence in ſuch coward]y 


Raſcals as you are. 


te APPLICATION. 


Tho? nothing is more common than to hear People 
profeſs Services and Friendſhips where there is no Oc- 
caſion for them; yet ſcarce any thing is ſo hard tobe 
found as a true Friend, who will aſſiſt us in time of 
Danger and Difficulty. All the Declarations of Kind- 
neſs which are made to an experienc'd Man, tho” ac- 
companied with a Squeeze by the Hand, and a folemn 
Aﬀeveration, ſhould leave no greater Impreſſion upon 
his Mind, than the whiſtling of the hollow Breeze 
which bruſhes one's Ear with an unmeaning Salute, 
and is preſently gone. He that ſuccours our Neceſli- 
ty by a well-tim'd Aſſiftance, tho' it were notuſher'd 


in by previous Compliments, will ever after be look'd 
upon as our Friend and Protector; And, in ſo much 
2 greater degree, as the Favour was unask'd and un- 


promis'd; as it was not extorted by Importunities on 


the one Side, nor led in by a numerous Attendance 


of Promiſes, on the other. Words are nothing, till 
they are fulfill'd by Actions; and therefore we ſhould 
not ſaffer our ſelves to be deluded by a vain Hope, 
and Reliance upon them, 
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FAB. XL VII. The bald Knight. 
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A Certain Knight growing old, his Hairs fell off and he 
5 became bald; to hide which Imperfection, he wore 
a Periwig. But, as he was riding out, with ſome others, 
2 hunting, a ſadden Guſt of Wind blew off the Periwig, 
and expos'd his bald Pate. The Company could net for- 


bear laughing at the Accident; and he himſelf laugh'd as 


loud as any body, faxing, How was it to be expected that 
I ſhould keep ſtrange Hair upon my Head, when my own 
would not ſtay there? 5 „ | 
The APP LICATION. | 
To be captious, is not more uneaſy to our. ſelves, 
than it is diſagreeable to others. As no Man is entirely 


without Fault, a few Defects, ſurrounded with a Guard 
of good Qualities, may paſs Muſter well enough: But 


he, whoſe Attention is always upon the Catch for 


ſomething to take Exception at, if he had no other 

bad Quality, can never be acceptable. A captious 

Temper, like a little Leven, fours a whole Lump 

of Virtues; and makes us diſreliſh that, which might 

otherwiſe be the moſt grateful Converſation, If me 
| wo 
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would live, . eaſy to our ſelves, and ' agreeable to 5: 
thers, we ſhould be fo far from ſeeking Occaſions of 
being angry, that ſometimes we fhauld let them pal; 
unregarded when they come in our Way; or, if they 
are ſo palpable that we can't help taking Notice of 
them, we ſhould do well to rally them off with a 
Jeſt, or diſſolve them in good Humour. Some Peo- 
plet take a ſecret Pleſure in nettling and fretting others; 
and the more prafticable they find it to exerciſe this 
"Quality upon any one, the more does it whet and 
* their Inclination to do it. But, as this Ta- 
. favours ſomething of Ill- nature, it deſerves 10 
be baffled and defeated: which one cannot do better, 
chan by receiving all that is utter'd at ſuch a time 
with a chearful Aſpect, and an ingenuous, pleaſant, 
unaffecteil Reply. Nor is the Expedient ef the bald 
Knight unworthy of our Imitation: for if by any 
Word or Action, we happen to raiſe the Taughter 
of thoſe about us, we cannot ſtifle it ſooner, or bet- 
ter, than by a brisk Preſence of Mind to joyn in 
"Mirth with the Company; and, if poſſible, to antici- 
pate the Jeſt which another is ready io throw out 
on the eee. = 
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FAB. XI VIII. The two Pots. 
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A N earthen Pot, and one of Braſs, ſtanding together 
11 upon the River's Brink, were both carried away by 
the flowing in of the Tide. The earthen Pot ſhew'd 
fome Uneafinefs, as fearing he ſhould be broken; but his 
Companion of Braſs bid him be under no Apprehenſions, 
for that he would take Care of him. O, replies the other, 
keep as far off as ever you can, I entreat you; tis you 
Jam moſt afraid of: For, whether the Stream daſhes you 
againſt me, or me againſt you, I am ſure to be the Suffe- 
rer; and therefore, I beg of you, don't let us come near 
one another, | Es | | 

Te APPLICATION. 


A Man of a moderate Fortune, who is contented 
with what he has, and finds he can live happily upon 
it, ſhould take Care not to hazard and expoſe his Fe- 
licity, by conſorting with the great and the powerful. 
People of equal Conditious may float down the Cur- 
rent of Life, without hurting each other: But, it is 
a Point of ſome Difficulty to ſteer one's Courſe in 


the Company of the great, ſo as to eſcape without a 


Puige, 


3 SOP FABLES. 


Bulge. One would not chufe to have one's litle fe 


Extravagance and Ruin, 


FAB. XLIX. The Peacock and the Crane. 


8 Country Box ſituated in the Neighbourhood of a very u 
14 eat Man; for whether I ignorantly treſpaſs upon MW t) 
0 im, or he knowingly incroaches upon me, I only am tk 
if like to be the Sufferer. I can neither entertain, nor MW bh. 
bl lay with him, upon his own Terms; for that which 
| is Moderation and Diverſion to him, in me would be 
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THE Peacock and the Crane, by chance, met together 
N in the ſame Place, The Peacock, erecting his Tail, 
| diſplay'd his gaudy Plumes, and look'd with Contempt up- 
} on the Crane, as ſome mean ordinary Perſon, The Crane, 
reſolving to morrity his Inſolence, took Occaſion to ſay, 
That Peacocks were very fine Birds indeed, if fine Fea- 
thers could make them ſo; But, that he thought it a 
much nobler Thing to be able to riſe above the Clouds, 
than to ſtrut about upon the Ground, and be gaz d at by 
Children. | | | y 


Te APPLICATION. 
It is very abſurd to flight or inſult another upon his 
wanting a Property which we poſſeſs. For he 1. 
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ESO Ps FABLES. 89 
tle for any thing we know, have as juſt Reaſon to tri- 
ery MW umph over us, by being Maſter of ſome good Quali- 
on ty, of which we are incapable. But, in regard to 
. Fable before us, that which the Peacock values 
zor bimſelf upon, the glitter and finery of Dreſs, is one 
ich of the moſt triflipg Conſiderations in Nature; and 
be W what a Man of Senſe would be aſham'd to reckon, 
| even as the leaſt Part of Merit. Indeed Children, and 
thoſe People who think much about the ſame Pitch 
with them, are apt to be taken with Varniſh and Tin- 
ſel: But they who examine by the Scale of common 
Senſe, muſt find ſomething of Weight and Subſtance, 
before they can be perſuaded to ſet a Value. The 
Mind which is ſtor'd with virtuous and rational Sen- 
timents, and the Behaviour which ſpeaks Complacence 
and Humility, ſtamp an Eſtimate upon the Poſſeſſor, 
which all jndicious Spectators are ready to admire and 
acknowledge. But, if there be any Merit in an em- 
broider'd Coat, a brocade Waſtcoat, a Shoe, a Stoc- 
kin, or a Sword-Knot, the Perſon that wears them 
has not the leaſt Claim to it; let it be aſcrib'd, where 
it juſtly belongs, to the ſevera} Artizans who wrought 
or diſpos'd the Materials of which they conſiſt. This 
Moral is not intended to derogate any thing from the 
Magnificence of fine Cloaths and rich Equipages, 
which, as Times and Circumſtances require, maybe. 
us'd with Decency and Propriety enough 3 BukWwns 
can't help being concern'd, left any Worth hauls 
affix d to them more than their own intrinfic Values: 


se A£ASOP's FABLES. 
FAB. L. The Oak and the Reed. 
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. Oak which hung over the Bank of a River, was 
blown down by a violent Storm of Wind; and as 
it was carried along by the Stream, ſome of its Boughs 
brufh'd againſt a Reed, which grew near the Shore. This 
ſtruck the Oak with a Thought of Admiration; and he 
could not forbear asking the Reed, how he came to ſtand 
fo ſecure and unhurt in a Tempeſt which had been furious 
enough to tear an Oak up by the Roots? Why, ſays the 
Reed, I ſecure my ſelf by putting on a Behaviour 
quite contrary to what you do; inſtead of being ſtubborn 
and tiff, and confiding in my Strength, I yield and bend to 
the Blaſt, and let it go over me; knowing how vain and 
fruitleſs it would be to reſiſt it. 
The APPLICATION. 

Tho” a tame Submiſſion to Injuries which it is fn 
our Power to redreſs, be generally eſteem'd a baſe 
and a diſhonourable thing; yet, to reſiſt where there 
is no Probability, or even Hopes of our getting the 
better, may alſo be look'd upon as the Effect of a 

blind Temerity, and perhaps of a weak Underſtand- 
5 i - | 8 ing: 


£80 P% FABLES. of 
ing, The Strokes of Fortune are. often-times as ir- 
reſiſtible as they are ſevere; and he, who with an 
impatient reluctant Spirit fights againſt her, inſtead. of 
| alleviating, does but double her Blows upon himſelf. 
A Perſon of a quiet ſtil] Temper, whether it is given 
him by Nature or acquir'd by Art, calmly compoſes 
himſelf, in the midſt of a Storm, ſo as to elude the 
Shock, or receive it with the leaſt Detriment : Like a 
prudent experienc'd Sailor, who is fwimming'” ro the 
Shore from a wreck'd Veſſel in a ſwelling Sea; he 
does not oppoſe the Fury of the Waves, but ftoops 
and gives way, that they may roll over his Head 
without Obſtruction. The Doctrine of abſolute Sub- 
miſſion, in all Cafes, is an abſurd dogmatical Pre- 
cept, with nothing but Tgnorance and Superſtition to 
ſupport it: But, upon particular Occaſions, and where 
it is impoſſible for us to overcome, To ſubmit patient- 
ly, is one of the moſt reaſonable Maxims in Life, 
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ll FAB. LI. The Fox and the Tiger. 
fall A Skilful Archer, coming into the Woods, directed his 
nd- Y 4 Arrows fo ſucceis fully that be New many volld Beaſts. 
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and purſued ſeveral others. This put the whole Sayagy 
Kind into a fearful Conſternation, and made them fly to 
the moſt retir'd Thickets for Refuge. Ar laſt, the Tiger 
reſum'd a Courage, and bidding them not be afraid, aid 
that he alone would engage the Enemy; telling them, 
they might depend upon his Valour and Strength to re. 
venge their Wrongs. In the midſt of theſe Threats, while 
he was laſhing himſelf with his Tail, and tearing up the 
Ground for Anger, an Arrew pierc'd his Ribs and hung 
by its barbed Point in his Side. He ſet up; a bideow 
and loud Roar, occaſioned by the Anguiſh which he felt, 
and endeavoured to draw out the painful Dart with hi 
Teeth: when the Fox, approaching him, inquir'd with 
an Air of ſurprize, who it was that could have Strength 
and Courage enough to ound ſo mighty and valorou: a 
Beaſt? Ah! ſays the Tiger, I was miſtaken in my Reck- 
oning: It was that invincible Man yonder. _ 


Te APPLICATION. 


Tho” Strength and Courage are very good Ingre- 
dients toward the making us ſecure and formidable 
in the World, yet unleſs there be a proper Portion 
of Wiſdom or Policy to direct them, inſtead of being 
ſerviceable, they often prove detrimental to their Pro- 
Prietors, A raſh forward Man, who depends upon 
the Excellence of his own Parts and Accomplithments, 
is likewiſe apt to expoſe a weak ſide, which his Ene- 
my might not otherwiſe have obſery'd; and gives an 
Advantage to others, by thoſe very Means which he 
fancied would have fecur'd it to himſelf. Counſel and 
Conduct always did and always will govern the 
World; and the. Strong, in ſpite of all their Force, 
can never avoid being Tools to the Crafty. Some 
Men are as much ſuperior to others in Wiſdom and 
Policy, as Man, in general, is above a Brute. 
Strength ill concerted, oppos'd to them, is like a 
Quarter-ſtaff in the Hands of a huge, robuſt but bungling 
Fellow, who fights againſt a Maſter of the Science. The 
latter, tho“ without a Weapon, would have Skill and 
Addreſs enough to diſarm his Adyerfary, and o_ 


E SOP FABLES. 53 
him with his own Staff. In a word, ſavage Firceneſs 
and brutal Strength muſt not pretend to ſtand in Com- 
petition with Fineſs and Stratagem. The Giants, in 


their War againſt Heaven, as the Poets inform us, 


were able to. heap Mountains upon Mountains, and 
made no more of throwing Promontories, than if they 
had been Pebbles, | 


Sed quid Typhoeus e validus Mimas, ec. 
Contra ſonantem Palladis agida - © 
Poſſent ruentes? 


The Shield of Wiſdom was Proof againſt all their Ate 
tempts; and repell'd their Mountains with ſo admi- 
rable a Dexterity, that they fell back upon and over- 
whelm'd the Rebels that threw them. 5 


Vis conſili expers mole ruit ſua. 


A ſtupid ſenſeleſs Violence deſtroys it ſelf: and, like 
the Elephants in the Carthaginian Army, beats down 
and diſorders the Ranks of its own People. 


FAB.LII. The Lion and the Four Bulls. 
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OU R Bulls, which had enter'd into a very ſtrict 
Friendſhip, kept always near one another, and fed to» 
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The Lion often ſaw them, and as-often had a Mind te 
wake one of them his Prey: But, tho' he ceuld eaſily 
have ſubdued any of them fingle, yet he was afraid tg 
attack the whole Alliance, as knowing they would hae 
been too hard for bim, and therefore contented himſelf for 
the preſent with keeping at a Diſtance. At laſt, percei. 
ving no Attempt was to be made upon them as long 4 

this Combination held, he took Occaſion, by Whiſpers and 
Hints, to foment Jealouſtes and raiſe Diviſions among 
them. This Scratagem ſucceeded ſo well, that the Buli 
grew cold and refary'd towards one another, vrhich ſoon 
after ripen'd into a downright Hatred and Averkion, 
and, at laſt, ended in a total Separation. The Lion had 
now obtain'd his Ends; and, as impoflible as it was far 
him to hurt them while they were united, he found no 
Difficulty, now they were parted, to ſeize and deyour 
*EVEFF Bull of them, one after another. | | | 

f MATT LICATTON 
The Moral of this Fable is ſo well known and a. 
 low'd, that to go about to enlighten it, would be like 

holding a Candle to the Sun. A Kin divided 
againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand; and as undiſputed a Max- 
im as it is, was however, thought neceſſary to be 
urg'd to the Attention of Mankind, by the beſt Man 
that ever. liy'd, And ſince Friendſhips and Alliances 
are of ſo great Importance to our well-being and 
Happineſs, we cannot be too often caution'd not to 
tet them be broke by Tale-bearers and "Whiſperer 


dr any other Contrivance of our Enemies 
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FAB. LIII. The Crow and the Pitcher. 
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A Crow, ready to dye with Thirſt, flew with Joy to 
41 a Pitcher which he beheld at ſome Diſtance. When 
he came he found Water in it indeed, but ſo near the 
Bottom that with-a!l bis ſtooping and ſtraining he was not 
able to reach it. Then he :cndeavaur'd to overturn the 
Pircher, that ſo at leaſt he might be able to;get 2 little of 
it. But his Strength was not ſufficient for this. At laſt, 
ſeeing ſome Pebbles lie near the Place, he caſf them one 
by one into the Pitcher; and thus, by degrees, rais'd the 
Water up to the very Brim, and ſatisfied his Thirſt. | 


The ATE LICATITO N, 


Many Things which cannot be effected by Strength, 
or by the old vulgar way of enterprizing, may yet be 
brought about by ſome new and: untry'd Means. A 
Man of Sagacity and Penetration, upon encountring 
a Difficulty or two, does not immediately deſpair; 
but if he cannot ſucceed one way, employs his Wit 
and Ingenuity another; and, to avoid or get over an 
Impediment, makes no Scruple of ftepping out of 
the Path of his Forefathers, Since our Happineſs, 

| next 
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of Knowledge with ſome new and uſeful Improve. 
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nal Trade into his own Country. 
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next to the Regulation of our Minds, depends * 


gether upon our having and enjoying the Conyeni. 
ences of Life, why ſhould we. ſtand upon Ceremony 


about the Methods of obtaining them, or pay an 
Deference to Antiquity upon that ſcore? If almoſ 
every Age had not exerted it ſelf in ſome new Im. 
provements of its own, we ſhould want a thouſand 
Arts, or, at leaſt, many Pegrees of Perfection in 


every Art, which at preſent: we are in Poſſeſſion of, 


The Invention of any thing, which is more commo. 
dious for the Mind or Body, than what they had 
before, ought to be embrac'd readily, and the Pro. 
jector of it diſtinguiſh'd with a ſui:able Encourage. 
ment. Such as the Uſe of the Compaſs, for Example, 
from which Mankind reaps ſo much Benefit and Ad. 
vantage, and which was not known to former Ages. 
When we follow the Steps of thoſe who have gone 


before us, in the old beaten Track of Life, how do 
we differ from Horſes in a Team, which are link'd | 


to each other by a Chain of Harneſs, and move on 


in a dull heavy Pace to the Tune of their Leader's 


Bells ? But the Man, who enriches the preſent Fund 


ment, like a happy Adventurer at Sea, diſcovers, as 
it were, an unknown Land, and imports an additio- 


FAB, 
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FAB. LIV. The Foreſter and the Lion. 
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HE Foreſter, meeting with a Lion, one day, they diſ- 

cours d together for a while, without differing much 
n Opinion. At laſt, a Diſpute happening to ariſe, about 
the Point of Superiority between a Man and a Lion; the 
Man, wanting a better Argument, ſhew'd the Lion a mar- 
ble Monument, on which was plac'd the Statue of a Man 
riding over a vanquiſh'd Lion. If this, ſays the Lion, 
is all you have to fay for it, let us be the Carvers, ard 
we will make the Lion ſtriding over the Man, a 


Te APPLICATION. 


Contending Parties are very apt to appeal ſor the 
Truth to Records written by their own fide; but no- 
thing is more unfair, and, at the ſame time, inſigni- 
ficant and unconvincing. Such is the Partiality of 
Mankind in Favour of themſelves and their own 
Actions, that it is almoſt impoſſible to come at any Cer- 
tainty by reading the Accounts which are written on 
one fide only, We have few or no Memoirs come 
down to us of what was tranſacted in the World du- 
ting the Sovereignty of ancient Rome, but what were 


Written 
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written by thoſe who had a Dependency upon it; 
therefore it is no Wonder that they appear, upon 
moſt Occaſions, to have been ſo great and glorious 
a Nation, What their „ other 
Countries thought of them we cannot tell, otherwiſe 
than from their own Writers: It is not im poſſible 
but they might have deſcrib'd them, as a barbarous, 
rapacious, treacherous, unpolite People; who upon 
their Conqueſt of Greece, for ſome time, made ag 
great Havock and Deſtruction of the Arts and Sci. 
_ ences, as their Fellow-plunderers the Goths and Van. 
dals did, afterwards, in Italy. What Monſters would 
our own Party-zealots make of each other, if the 
Tranſactions of the Times were to be handed down to 
Poſterity by a warm hearty Man on either Side: N 
And, were ſuch Records to ſurvive two or three 
Centuries, with what Perplexities and Difficulties muſt 
they embarraſs a young Hiſtoriap, as by turns he 
conſulted them for the Characters of his great Fore- 
fathers. If it ſhould ſo happen, it were to be wiſh'd | 
this Application might be living at the ſame Time; 
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| that young Readers, inſtead of doubting to which they 4 
00 ſhould give their Credit, would not fail to remember v 
| | that This was the Work of a Man, That of a Lion, MW © 
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* AB. LV. The es and the Traveller. 


A Satyr, as s he was ranging the Foreſt in an exc 

A cold ſnowy Seaſon, met with a Traveller half: ſtarv d 
with the Extremity of the Weather. He took Compaſſion 
on him, and kindly invited him home, to a warm com- 
fortable Cave he had in the hollow of a Rock. As ſoon 
as they had enter'd and fate down, notwithftanding there 
was a good Fire in the Place, the chilly Traveller could not 
forbear blowing his Fingers Ends, Upon the Satyr's ask- 
ing him, why he did ſo; he anſwer'd that he did it to warm 
his Hands. The honeſt Silvan, having ſeen little of the 
World, admir'd a Man who was Maſter of ſo valuable a 
Quality as that of blowing Heat, and therefore was re- 
ſolv'd to entertain him in the beſt manner he could. He 
ſpread the Table before him with dried Fruits of ſeveral 
Sorts; and produc'd a Remnant of old Cordial Wine, 
which, as the Rigour of the Seaſon made very proper, he 


mull'd with ſome warm Spice *nfus'd, over the Fire, and 


preſented to his ſhivering CG. ſt. But this the Traveller 
thought fit to blow likewiſe; and upon the Satyr's de- 
. a Reaſon way: he blow'd again, he __ _ 
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cool his Diſh. This ſecond Anſwer provok'd the Satyr's 
Indignation, as much as the firſt had kindled bis Surprize: 


So, taking the Man by the Shoulder he thruſt him out of 


Doors, ſaying, he would have nothing to do with a Wretch 


who had ſo vile a Quality as to blow hot and cold with 


the ſame Mouth. | Tee 9 
as APPFATCATION.- 
Tho! the poor Traveller in the Fable was not guilty 
of any real Crime in what he did, yet one can't help 


approving the honeſt Simplicity of the Satyr, who 


could not be recontil'd to ſuch double dealing. In the 
moral Senſe of the Fable, nothing can be more of- 
fenſive to one of a ſincere Heart, than he that blows 


with a different Breath from the ſame Mouth; who 


Aatters a Man to his Face, and reviles him behind 
his Back. Some again, juſt like this Man, to ſerve a 
reſent View, will blow nothing but what is warm, 
enevolent, and cheriſhing; and, when they have 
rais'd the Expectations of” a Dependent to a Degree 
which they think may prove troubleſome, can, with 
putting on a cold Air, eaſily chill and blaſt all his 
blooming Hopes. But ſuch a Temper, whether it 
proceeds from a deſign'd or natural Levity, is deteſt- 
able, and has been the Cauſe of much Trouble and 
Mortification to many a brave deſerving Mar. Unleſs 
the Tenor of a Man's Life be always true and con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, the leſs one has to do with him, 
the better. ps . 5 


FAB, 
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kim to obtain his Aſſiſtance. 


ven with their Prayers, 


ESO FABLES. nor 
FAB. LVI. Hercules and the Carter. 
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A a Clowniſh Fellow was driving his Cart along 
a deep miry Lane, the Wheels ſtuck. ſo faſt in the 

Clay that the Horſes could not draw them out. Upon 
this, he fell a bawling and praying to Hercules to come 
and help him. Hercules looking down from a Cloud, 
bid him not lye there like an idle Raſcal as he was, 
but get up and whip his Horſes ſtoutly, and clap his Shoul- 
der to the Wheel, adding that this was the only way for 


Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable ſhews us how vain and ill. grounded the 
Ex pectations of thoſe People are, who imagine they 
can obtain whatever they want, by importuning Hea- 


. ignavis Precibus Fortuna repugnat :- | 
which may be as truly pronounc'd of any other Deity; 
for it is fo agreeable to the Nature of the Divine 
Being to be better pleas'd with virtuous Actions and 
an honeſt Induſtry than idle Prayers, that it is a ſort 
af- Blaſphemy to ſay otherwiſe, Theſe were the Sen- 
F 3. ; timents 
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timents of honeſt good Heathens, who were Strangers 


to all reveal'd Religion; But it is not ſtrange that 


they ſhould embrace and propagate ſuch a Notion, 


 fince it is no other than the Dictate of common Rea- 
fon. What is both ſtrange in it ſelf, and ſurprizing - 


how it could be made ſa fiſhionable, is that moſt of 
Thoſe whoſe Reaſon ſhould be enlightned by Reve- 
Jation, are yery apt to be guilty of this Stupidity, and, 
by praying often for the Comforts of Life, to neglect 


that Buſineſs which is the proper Means of procuring 


them. How ſuch a miftaken Devotion came to pre- 
vail, one can't imagine, unleſs from one of theſe two 
Motives ; either that People, by ſuch a Veil of Hy- 
pa, would paſs themſelves upon Mankind for 

etter than they really are; or, are influenc'd by un- 


skilful Preachers (which is ſometimes, indeed too of- 


ten, the Caſe) to mind the World as little as poſli- 
ble, even to the Neglect of their neceſſary Callings. 
No queſtion but it is a great Sin for a Man to 
fail in his Trade or Occupation, by running often 
to Prayers; it being a Demonftration in it ſelf, tho“ 
the Scripture had never ſaid it, that we pleaſe 
God moſt, when we are doing the moſt Good : And 
how can we do' more Good, than by a ſober honeſt 
Induſtry to provide for thoſe of our own Houſhold, and 
to endeavour to have to give to him that needeth. The 


Man, who is virtuoufly and honeſtly engag'd, is actu- 


ally ſerving God all the while; and is more likely to 


have his ſilent Wiſhes, accompanied with ſtrenuous 


Endeayours, complied by the Supreme Being, than 
he who begs with a fruitleſs Vehemence, and ſolli- 
cits with an empty Hand: A Hand, which would be 


more religious were it uſefully employ'd, and more 


devout, were it ſtretch'd forth to do Good to thoſg 


that want it, 
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FAB. LVII. The Man and his Gooſe. 
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Certain Man had a Gooſe, which laid him a golden 
Egg every Day. But, not contented with this, 
which rather increas'd than abated his Avarice, he was 
reſoly'd to kill the Gooſe, and cut up her Belly, that ſo he 
might come at the inexhauſtible Treaſure, which he fan- 
cied ſhe had within her. He did fo; and to his great 


Sorrow and Diſappointment, found nothing. 


D 

They, who are of ſuch eraving and impatient Tem- 
tels, that they cannot live contented when Fortune 
As bleſs'd them with a conſtant and continu'd Suf- 
ficiency, deſerve even to be depriv'd of what the 
have. And this has been the Cafe of many ambiti- 
ous and covetous Men, who by making an Eſſay to 
grow very rich at once, have miſs'd what they aim'd 
at, and loſt what they had before. But this comes 
near the Senſe of the urch Fable, that the ſame Ap- 
plication may very well ſerve for both. 

If any thing farther ean be couch'd in this, it may 
poſſibly be intended to ſhew: us the Unreaſonableneſs 


and Inconyenience of being ſollicitous about what 


F'4 may 
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may happen hereafter, and wanting to pry into the 
Womb of Futurity. Which if we could do, all we 

| ſhould get for our Pains would be, to ſpoil our Plea- 
fures by Anticipation, and double our Misfortunes by 

a previous Senſe and Apprehenfion of them. 

There are ſome Things that entertain and delight 
us very agreeably while we view them at a proper 
Diſtance; which, perhzps, would not ftand the Tet 

of a too near Inſpection. Beauty, being only the 
external Form of a Thing which ſtrikes the Eye in a 
pag manner, is a very thin gloſſy Being, and, like 

ſome nice Paintings of a peculiar Compoſition, will not 
well bear even to be breath'd on: to preſerve our 
good Opinion of it, we muſt not approach too cloſe; 
tor if, like the Man in the Fable, we have a mind to 
ſearch for a Treaſure within, we may not only fail 
of our Expectations there, but even loſe the conſtant 

Reliſh we enjoy'd from a remoter Contemplation, 

This may be the Caſe in relation to Men, Houſes, 

Pictures; and that it has been ſo, in regard to other 

Things, is left upon Record, ns 


FAB. LVIII. The wanton. Calf 
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J A Calf, full of Play and Wantonneſs, ſeeing the Ox at W x 


Plough, could not forbear inſulting him. What a 
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forry poor Drudge art thou, ſays he, to bear that heavy 
Yoak upon your Neck, and go all Day drawing a Plough 
at your Tail, to turn up the Ground for your Maſter! But 
you are a wretched dull Slave, and know no better, or 
eſe you would not do it. See, what a happy Life I 
lead: I go juſt where I pleaſe; ſometimes I lie down un- 
der the cool Shade; ſometimes frisk about in the open. 
Sunſhine, and, when I pleaſe, flake my Thirſt in the 
clear ſweet Brook: But you, if you were to periſh, have 

not ſo much as a little dirty Water to refreſh you. The 


t Ox, not at all mov'd with what he ſaid, went quietly and 

Ir calmly on with his Work; and, in the Evening was un- 
3 yoak'd and turn'd looſe, Soon after which, he ſaw the 
0 Calf taken out of the Field and deliver d into the Hands 
il of a Prieſt, who . immediately led him to the Altar, and 
it prepar'd to ſacrifice him. His Head was bung round with 

l, billets of Flowers, and the fatal Knife was juſt a going to. 
52 de applied to his Throat, when the Ox drew near and 


whiſper'd him to this Purpoſe, Behold the End of your 
Inſolence and Arrogance; it was for this only you were 
ſuffer d to live at all; and pray now, Friend, whoſe. Con- 
dition is beſt, your's or mine? 5 „ 
APPLICATION: 

To inſult People in Diſtreſs, is the Property of a 
cruel, indifcreet, and giddy Temper; for, as the Pro- 
ceedings of Fortune are very irregular and uncertain; 
we may, the next Turn of the Wheel, be thrown 
down to their Condition,.and they exalted to ours.. 
We are likewiſe given to underftand by this Fable, 
what the Conſequence of an idle Life generally is, 
and how well ſatisfied, laborious, diligent Men are in 
the End, when they come quietly to enjoy the Fruits 
of their Induſtry, They who by little Tricks and 

' Tharping, or by open Violence and Robbery, live in a 
high expenſive Way, often, in their Hearts at leaſt, 
deſpiſe the poor honeſt Man, who is contented with 
the virtuous Product of his daily Labour, and pa- 

- "Wl tientily ſubmits to his Deſtiny, But how often is the 

at poor Man comforted, by ſeeing theſe wanton V . 


. 
= 
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many a chearful Summer's Morning to enjoy abroad, 


ed in Triumph to the Altar of Juſtice, while he has 


and many a long Winter's Evening to indulge him- | 
felf in at home, by a quiet Hearth, and under an un- | 
envied Roof: Bleſſings, which often attend a ſober, | 
induſtrious Man, tho the idle and the profligate are | 
- Utter Strangers to them. | | PO 
Luxury and Intemperance, befides their being cer- | 
tain to ſhorten a Man's Days, are very apt, not only 
to engage People with their ſeeming. Charms into. a 
| debauch'd Life utterly prejudicial to their Health, but 
to make them have a Contempt for others, whoſe g 
good Senſe and true Taſte of Happineſs inſpire them , 
with an Averſion to Idleneſs and Effeminacy, and 
put them upon hardening their Conſtitution. by inno- 
cent Exerciſe and laudable Employment. How many 1 
do Gluttony and Sloth tumble into an untimely Grave; b 
while the Temperate, and the Active drink ſober ] 
Draughts of Life, and fpin out their Thread to the 8 
moſt deſirable Length. F335 4 
FAB. LIX. The Leopard and the Fox; il ! 
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lue himſelf upon the great Variety and Beauty et 
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x kis Spots; and truly he ſaw no Reaſon why even the 
a Lion ſhould take Place of him, ſince he could not ſhew 
bo beautiful a Skin. As for the reſt of the wild Beaſts 
. of the Foreſt, he treated them all, without Diſtinction, 
7 in the moſt haughty diſdainful Manner. But the Fox, 
: being among them, went up to him with a great deal 
of Spirit and Reſolution, and told him, That he was mi- 
ſtaken in the Value he was pleas'd to ſet upon himſelf; 
ſince People of Judgment were not us d to form their 
Opinion of Merit from an outſide Appearance, but by 
conſidering the good Qualities and Endowments with: 
which the Mind was ſtor'd within. 


Te APPLICATION. | 

How much more heavenly and powerful would 
Beauty prove, if it were not ſo frequently impair'd 
by the AﬀeQation and Conceitedneſs of its Poſſeſſor! 
It ſome Women were but as modeſt and unaſſuming 
as they are handſom, they might command the Hearts 
of all that behold them. But Nature ſeem'd to fore- 
ſee, and has provided againſt ſuch an Inconvenience, 
by tempering its greateſt Maſter-pieces with a due 
Proportion of Pride and Vanity: So that their Power, 
depending upon the Duration of their Beauty . 
is like to be but of a ſhort Continuance; which, 
when they happen to prove Tyrants, is no ſmall 
Comfort to us; and then, even while it laſts, will 
abate much of its Severity by the Allay of thoſe two. 
Py Ingredients,, If Beauties could but be 
rought to think and conſider a little, ſure it muft 
give them ſome Mortification, to be ſenſible that, as 
uch, they are the Objects of none but a Fool's Admi- 
ration, Wiſe Men are chiefly captivated with the- 
Charms of the Mind; and whenever they are infa- 
tuated with a Paſſion for any thing elſe, it is gene- 
rally obſerv'd that they ceaſe, during that time at leaſt, 
to be what they were; and are indeed look'd upon, 
to be only playing the Fool. If the Fair Ones we 
have been ſpeaking of have a true Aſcendant over 
4 them, they will oblige them to diveſt themſelves of 
i common Senſe, and to talk and act ridiculouſly, be- 
5 N fore 
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fore they can tiffnk them worthy of the leaſt Regard, 
Should one of theſe fine Creatures be addreſs'd in the 
| Words of Juba, | 


"Tis not a Set of Features, or 9 
The Tincture of a Skin, that 1 admire... 
Beauty ſoon grows familiar to the Lover, 
Fades in his Eye, and palls upon the Senſe. 
The virtuous Marcia towers above her Sex. 


True, ſhe is fair, oh how divinely fair! 


But ſtill, the lovely Maid improves her Charms- 


. With inward Greatneſs, unaffefied Wiſdom, 


And Sanctity ef Manners, 


The Man that ſhould venture the Succeſs of a iron 
Paſſion, upon the Conſtruction ſhe would put upon 
uch a Compliment, might have reaſon to repent of 
his Conduct. 


— 


4 


| 


FA B. LX. The Cat * the Fox. 
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8 the Cat and the Fox. were talking Politics together, 
on a Time, in the middle of the Foreſt, Reynard (aid, 


E Things turn out ever ſo bad, he did not care, for he 
had a thouland Tr icks for them yet, before they ſhould 
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the Traps of one ſharper than himſelf, and incurs the 


hurt him: But pray, ſays he, Mrs. Puſs, ſuppoſe there 


| 

ſhould be an Invaſion, what Courſe do you deſign to take? 
Nay, ſays the Cat, I have but one Shift for it, and if that : 
| 


won't do, I am undone; I am ſorry for you, replies Rey- 
vard; with all. my Heart, and would gladly furniſh you 
with one or two of mine, but indeed Neighbour, as 

times go, it is not good to truſt; we muſt e en be every 

one for himſelf, as the ſaying is, and ſo your humble Ser- 

yant, Theſe Words were ſcarce out of his Mouth, when 

they were alarm'd with a Pack of Hounds that came up- 1 
on them full Cry, The Cat, by the Help of her fingle  } 
Shift, ran up a Tree, and fate ſecurely among the top 
Branches; from whence ſhe beheld Reynard, who had not 
been able to get out of Sight, overtaken with his thou- | 
fand Tricks, and torn in as many Pieces by. the Dogs | 
r hen tu oo Gong 03 | 
TeAPPLICATTON. 


A Man that ſets up for more Cunning than the reſt 
of his Neighbours, is generally a ſilly Fellow at the 
Bottom, Whoever is Maſter of a little Judgment and 
Inſight into Things, let him keep them to himſelf}. - 
and make uſe of them, as he ſees Occaſion; but he 
ſhould not be teazing others with an idle and imper- 
tinent Oſtentation of them. One good diſcrete Ex- 
pedient made uſe of upon an Emergency, will do a 
Man more real Service, and make others think better 
of him, than to have paſs'd all along for a ſhrewd 
crafty Knave, and be bubbled at laſt, When any one 
has been ſuch a Coxcomb as to inſult his Acquain- 
tance, by pretending to more Policy and Stratagem 
than the reſt of Mankind, they are apt to will for 
ſome Difficulty for him to ſhew his Skill in; where, 
if he ſhould miſcarry, (as, ten to one, but he does,} _ 
his Misfortune, inſtead of Pity, is ſure to be attended 
with Laughter. He that ſets up for a Biter, as the 
Phraſe is, being generally intent upon his Prey, or 
vain of ſhewing his Art, frequently expoſes himſelf to 


Ridicule of thoſe whom he defign'd to make ridicu- | 
lous VVV "FAB 
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FAB. LXI. The Partridge and the Cocks, 


ih 


| 
l 


A Certain Man having taken a Parcridge, 1 Pa 
of the Feathers out of it's Wings, and turn'd it into 
& little Yard, where he kept Game Cocks. The Cocks, 
for a while, made the poor Bird lead a fad Life, continu- 
ally pecking and driving it -away from the Meat, This 
Treatment was taken the more unkindly, becauſe offer'd 
to a Stranger; and the Partridge could not but conclude 
them the moſt inhoſpitable, uncivil People, he had ever 
met with. But, at laſt, obſerving how frequently they 
quarrebd, and fought with each other, he comforted him- 
felf with this Reflection, That it was no wonder they were 
| fo cruel to him, ſince there was fo much Bickering and 
Animoſity among themſelves. 


5 Te APPLICATION: 


This Fable comes home to our ſelves. We of this 
Ifland were look'd upon as cruel to Strangers, ſo long 


fince as few Ceſar's Time. Horace, who has the, 


Character o 


being happy in his manner of Expreſſion, 
calls us 


Britannos, 
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| Britannos, hoſpitibus- ſeros, | 

And when Virgil ſays we were 
A penitus toto diviſos orbe Britannos, 


it is to be fear'd he meant in point of Politeneſs and 
Civility, as well as Situation. Some Moderns of other 
Countries have obſerv'd that we are ſtill addicted to 
that Averſion to Foreigners, as our Forefathers were; 
and that we deſerve the Character, at leaſt as much 
now, as they did then. Whether there is any thing. 
in the manner of our Situation, as an Ifland, which 
conſequently can be no Thoroughfare to other Coun- 
tries, and ſo is not made uſe of by Strangers upon 
that Account, which makes us thus ſhy and uncivil;. 
or, whether it be a Jealouſy upon Account of our 
Liberties, which puts us upon being ſuſpicious of, 
and unwilling to harbour any that are not Members- 
of the ſame Community, perhaps it would not be 
eaſy. to determine. But that it is ſo in Fact, is too no- 
torious to be denied; and: probably can be accounted 
for no better Way, than from the natural Bent of our 
Temper, as it proceeds from ſomething peculiar to 
our Air and Climate. It has been affirm'd, that 
there is not, in the whole World beſides, a Breed of 
Cocks and Dogs, ſo fierce and uncapable of yielding: 
as that of our's: But that, either of them, carried into 
foreign Countries, would degenerate in a few Years.. 
Why mayn't the ſame be true of our Men? | 

But if Strangers find. any Inconyenience in this,. 
there is a comfortable Conſideration to ballance it, on 
the other Side; which is, That there is no People, 
under the Sun, ſo much given to Divifion and Con-- 
tention among themſelves, as we are. Can a Stranger 
think it hard to be look'd upon with ſome Shyneſs, 
when he beholds how little we ſpare one another? 
Was ever any 8 merely for being a Fo- 
reigner, treated with half that Malice and Bitterneſs, 
which differing Parties expreſs towards each other? 
One would willingly believe that this proceeds, in 
the main, on both ſides, from a paſſionate Concern 


for our Liberties and Well- being; for there is nothing 


el 8 
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N elſe which can ſo well excuſe it. But it cannot be 
. deny'd that our Averſion, notwithſtanding our being 
| 42 trading Nation, to have any Intercourſe with 7 
Strangers, is ſo great, that when we want other Oh. 
| Jets for our Churliſhneſs, we raiſe them up among el 

our ſelves; and there is, ſometimes, as great a Strange. 

neſs kept up between. one County and another here, 

as there is between two diſtint Kingdoms abroad, 
One can't ſo much wonder at the conſtant Hoſtilities C 
which are obſery'd between the Inhabitants of South by 
. and North Britain, of Wales and Ireland, among one 5 
another; when a Yorkſhire Man ſhall be look'd upon as 


as a Foreigner by a Native of Norfolk; and both be MI " 
taken for outlandiſh Intruders, by one that happens 8 


tobe born within the Bills of Mortality, 
FAB. LXII. 7% hunted Beaver. 
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II is ſaid that a Beaver (a Creature which lives chiefly 
in the Water) has a certain part about him which is 
good in Phyſie, and that, upon this Account, be js often 
Hunted down and kill'd, Once upon a time, as one of 
theſe Creatures was hard purſu'd by the Dogs, and knew 
not how to eſcape, recollecting with himſelf an 


— — 


Skin, 


 £80P's FABLES. mm 
of his being thus perſecuted, with a great Reſolution and 
Preſence of Mind, he bit off the Part which his Hunters 
waited, and throwing it towards them, by this means 
eſcap'd with his Life. | 

Te APPLICATIO N. 
However it is among Beaſts, there are few human 
Creatures but what are hunted- for ſomething elfe, 
beſides, either their Lives, or the Pleaſure: of hunt- 
ing them, The Inquiſition would hardly be fo, keen 
againſt the Jews, if they had not ſomething belong- 
ing to them which their Perſecutors eſteem more va- 


luable than their Souls; which whenever that wiſe, 
but obſtinate People can prevail with themſelves to 


\ 
* 


part with, there's an End of the Chaſe, for that 


Time. Indeed, when Life is purſued, and in Danger, 
whoever values it, ſhould give up every thing but 
his Honour, to preſerve it; And, when a diſcarded 
Miniſter is proſecuted for having damag'd the Common- 
wealth, let him but throw down ſome of the Fruits 
of his Iniquity to the Hunters, and one may engage 
for his coming off, in other Reſpects with. a whole 


' FAB/ 
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F AB. LXIII. The Thunny and the Dolphin; 
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Fiſh, call'd a Thunny, beiag purſu'd by 4 Dolphin; 
and driven with great Violence, not minding which 

way he went, was thrown, by the Force of the Waves, 
upon a Rock, and left there. His Death now was in- 
evitable; but, caſting bis Eye on one ſide, and ſeeing the 
Dolphin, in the ſame Condition, lye gaſping by him, Well, 
ſays he, I muſt dye, tis true; but I dye with Pleaſure, 
when I behold him who i is the Cauſe of it iovoly'd in the 
{ame Fate. 


The APPLICATION. 


| Revenge, tho? a blind miſchievous Paſſion, is yet a 
very ſweet thing: So ſweet, that it can even ſooth 
the Pangh, and reconcile us to the Bitterneſs of Death, 
And indeed, it muſt be a Temper highly philoſophi- 
cal, that could be driven out of Life y any tyrannt- 
cal unjuſt Procedure, and not be touch'd with a Senſe 
of Pleaſure to ſee the Author of it ſplitting upon the 
ſame Rock. 

When this is allow'd, and it is farther conſider'd 
how eaſily the Revenge of the meaneſt Perſon my 
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did you any Wrong, and am but a poor ſmall Morſel for ſuch | 
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SO P's FABLES: nip. 
be executed upon even the higheſt, it ſhould, me- 
thinks, keep People upon their Guard, and prevail 
with them not to perſecute or be injurious to any one. 
The moral Tarpitude of doing Wrong is ſufficient to 
influence ever 3 honeſt Man, and to ſecure him 
from harbouring even the leaſt Thought of it in his 
Breaſt, But the Knave and the Coward ſhould _ 
the preſent Argument, and, before they attempt the 
leaſt Injury, be aſſur'd of this Truth, That nothing is 
more ſweet, nor ſcarce. any thing ſo eaſy to compaſs, 
as Revenge, ; | 


FAB. LXIV. The Hawk and the Nightingale. 
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A Nightingale, ſitting all alone among the ſhady Bran- 
ches of an Oak, ſung with ſo melodious and ſhrill a 
Pipe, that ſhe made the Woods eccho again, and alarm'd 
a hungry Hawk, who was at ſome diſtance off watching 
for his Prey. He had no ſooner diſcover'd the little Mu- 
fician, but, making a Stoop at the Place, he ſeiz d her 
with his crooked Talons, and bid her prepare for Death. 
Ah! fays ſhe, for Mercy's fake, don't do ſo barbarous a 
Thing, and fo unbecoming your ſelf; conſider, I never 


xe ASOP'sFABLES. 
a Stomach as yours; rather attack ſome larger Fowl, 


' Which may bring you more Credit, and a better Meal, 
and let me go. Ay ? ſays the Hawk, perſuade me to't if 


you can: I have been upon the Watch all Day long, and 


have not met with one Bit of any thing till I caught you; 
and now you would have me let you go in Hopes of 
ſomething better, would you? pray. who would be the 
Fool then? ; VETS. | 


Tie APPLICATION: 


They that negle& the Opportunity of reaping a ſmall 


: Advantage in Hopes they ſhall obtain a better, are 
far from acting upon a reaſonable and well-advis'd 


Foundation. The Figure of Time is always drawn 


with a ſingle Lock of Hair hanging over his Fore- 
head, and the back Part of his Head bald; to put us 
in Mind, that we ſhould be ſure to lay hold of an 
Occaſion when it preſents it ſelf to us; left after wards 
we repent us of our Omiſſion and Folly,. and would 
recover it, when it is too late. It is a very weak 
Reaſon to give for our Refuſal of an Offer of Kind- 
neſs that we do it, becauſe we deſire or deſerve. a 


better: for it is Time enough to relinquiſh the ſmall 


Affair, when the great one comes; if ever it does 
come. Bur, ſuppoſing it ſhould nor. how can we 
forgive ourſelves for letting any thing ſlip tllrough our 
Hands, by vainly gaping, after ſomething elſe. which 
we never could obtain? He who has not been guilty 
of any of theſe kind of Errors, however poorly he 
may come off at laſt, has only the Malice of Fortune, 
or of ſomebody elſe, to charge with his ill Succeſs; 
"and may applaud himſelf, with ſome Comfort, in ne- 
ver having loſt an Opportunity, tho” ever fo ſmall, of 
bettering and improving his Circumſtances, Unthink- 
ing People have oftentimes the Unhappineſs to fret 
and teaze themſelves with Retroſpects of this Kind; 
which they, who attend to the Buſineſs of Life as they 
ought, never have Occaſion to mak, 
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FAB. LXV. The Fox without a Tail. 
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Fox, being caught ina Steel-Trap, by his Tail, wa | 
glad to eompound for his Eſcape with the Loſs of 


it; But, upon coming abroad into the World, began to 
be ſo ſenſible of the Diſgrace ſuch a Defect would bring 
upon him, that he almoſt wiſh'd he had died, rather than 
left it behind him. However, to make the beſt of a bad 
Matter, he form'd a Project in his Head, to call an Aſſem- 
bly of the reſt of the Foxes, and propoſe it for their Imi- 
tation, as a Faſhion which would be very agreeable and 
becoming. He did ſo: and made a long Harangue upon 
the unprofitableneſs of Tails in general, and endeavour'd 
chiefly to ſhew the Aukwardneſs and Inconvenience of a 
Fox's Tail in particular; adding, that it would be both 
more graceful, and more expeditious te be altogether with- 
out them; and that, for his Part, what he had only ima- 
gin'd and conjectur'd before, he now found by Experience, 
for that he never enjoy'd himſelf ſo well, and found him- 
ſelf ſo eaſy, as he had done, fince he cut off his Tail. 

He aid no more, but look'd about with a brisk Air to 


os what Proſelytes he had gain'd ; when a a ſly old Thief 
in 


\ 
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in the Company, orho underſtood Trap, anſwer'd him; 
with a Leer, I believe you may have found a Conveniency 
in parting with your Tail, and when we are in the fame 
Circumitances, perhaps we may do ſo too. 


Te APPLICATION. 


If Men were but generally as prudent as Foxes, they 
would not ſuffer ſo many filly Faſhions to obtain, as 
are daily brought in Vogue: for which ſcarce any 
Reaſon can be aſſign'd beſides the Humour of ſome 
Conceited vain Creature; unleſs, which is full as bad, 
they are intended to palliate ſome Defe& in the Per- 
ſan that introduces them. The Petticoat of a whole 
Sex has been ſometimes ſwell'd to a prodigious Ex- 
tent, to ſcreen an Enormity, of which only one of them 
has been guilty. And it is no Wonder that Alexander 
the Great could bring a wry Neck into Faſhion in a 
Nation of Slaves, when we conſider what Power, of 
this nature, ſome little, inſignificant, dapper Fellows 
have had among a free People, 


FAB. LXVI. The old Man and Death. 
—— 
| p_ ( — | N 


— 
— 
— 


L f 
e „ ,, 
37 9 Ls” "£- 
1 I 2s | 


Fill 


N IM SS it 


Poor feeble old Man, who had crawl out into a 
neighbouring Wood to gather a few Sticks, had 


Bo. 
wage —— 
> — yn — 
— — 
— + >_> — 
— ee 


£1 
1 — — — — — 
* 
— , 


— 


— ] PEA. — GA rn 


— —— ————— 


SO PHZ FABLES. ig 


made up his Bundle, and, laying it over his Shoulders, 
was trudging home ward with it; but, what with Ages 


and the Length of the Way, and the Weight of his Bur- 


den, he grew fo faint and weak that he ſunk under it; 
and, as he fate on the Ground, call'd upon Death to come, 
once for all, and eaſe him of his Troubles. Death no ſooner 
heard him, but he came, and demanded of him what he 
wanted. The poor old Creature, who little thought Death 
had been ſo near, and frighted almoſt out of his Senſes 
with his terrible Aſpect, anſwer'd him trembling, that 
having by Chance let his Bundle of Sticks fall, and being 
too infirm to get it up himſelf, he had made bold to call 
upon him to help him: that, indeed, this was all be 
wanted at preſent, and that he hop'd his Worſhip was 
not offended with him for the Liberty he had taken in 
ſo doing. | 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable gives us a lively Repreſentation of the 
general Behaviour of Mankind toward that grim King 
of Terrors, Death. Such Liberties do they take with 
him behind his Back, that, upon every little croſs 
Accident which happens in their Way, Death is imme- 
diately call'd upon; and they even wiſh it might be 
lawful for them to finiſh by their own Hands, a 
Life ſo odious, ſo perpetually tormenting and vexati- 
ous. When, let but Death only offer to make his 
Appearance, and the very Senfe of his near Approach 
almoſt does the Buſineſs; oh, then, all they want is 
a little longer Liie; and they would be glad to come 


off ſo well, as to have their old Burden laid upon their 


Shoulders again, One may well conclude what an 


utter Averſion they, who are in Youth, Health, and 


Vigour of Body, have to dying, when Age, Poverty, 
and W retchedneſs, are not ſufficient to reconcile us 
to the Thought, e 


FAB. 
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FAB. LAYU. The Lion in Kan 
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HE Lion, by Chance, faw a fair Maid, the Foreſter's 
Daughter, as ſhe was tripping over a Lawn, and fell 

in Love with her, Nay, ſo violent was his Paſſion, that 
he could not live unleſs he made her his own ; ſo that, 
without any more Delay, he broke his Mind to the Fa- 
ther, and demanded the Damſel for his Wife, The Man, 
as odd as the Propoſal ſee m'd at firſt, yet ſoon recollected, 
that by complying he might get the Lion into his Power, 
but, by refuſing him, ſhould only exaſperate and provoke 
his Rage. Therefore he conſented; but told him, it muſt 
be upon theſe Conditions; That, conſidering the Girl was 
young and tender, he muſt agree to let his Teeth be 
pluck'd out, and his Claws cut off, leſt he ſhould hurt her, 
or atleaſt frighten her with the Apprehenſions of them. The 
Lion was too much in Love to heſitate; But was no ſooner 
depriv'd of his Teeth and Chaws, than the treacherous Foreſter 
attack'd him witha huge Club, and knock'd his Brains out, 


The APPLICATION. 


Of all the ill Conſequences which may attend that 


blind Paſſion * any proye ſo fatal as that 
5 one, 


I - rzr 
one, of its drawing People People into a ſudden and 
ill. concerted Marriage. They commit a raſh Action 
in the midſt of a Fit of Madneſs, of which as foon as 
they come to themſelves, they may find Reaſon to 
repent as long as they live. Many an unthinking 
young Fellow has been treated as much like a Savage, 
in this Reſpect, as the Lion in the Fable. He has, 
1445 had nothing valuable belonging to him, bur 
his Eſtate, and the Writings which made his Title to 
it; and if he is ſo far captivated, as to be perſuaded 
to 5 with theſe, his Teeth and his Claws are gone, 
and he lies intirely at the Mercy of Madam and her 
Relations. All the Favour he is to expect after this, 
is from the accidental Goodneſs of the Family he falls 
into; which, if it happens to be of a particular Strain, 
will not fail to keep him in a diſtant SubjeQion, after 
they have ſtrip'd him of all his Power. Nothing but 
a true Friendſhip and a mutual Intereſt can keep up 
reciprocal Love kewürt the conjugal Pair; and when 
that is wanting, and nothing but Contempt and Aver- 
ſion remain to ſupply the Place, Matrimony becomes 
a downright State of Enmity and Hoſtility: And, 
what a miſerable Caſe he muſt be in, who has put 
himſelf and his whole Power into the Hands of his 
Enemy, let thoſe conſider, who, while they are in 
their ſober Senſes, abhor the Thoughts of being be- 
tray'd into their Ruin, by following the Impulſe of a 


blind, unheeding Paſſion. „ 
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FAB. LXVIIL The Lioneſs and the e Fox. 
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HE Lioneſs and the Fox meeting together, fell into 
+ Diſcourſe; and the Converſation turning upon the Breed- 
ing, and the Fruitfulneſs, of ſome living Creatures above 
others, the Fox could not forbear taking the Opportunity 


of obſerving to the Lioneſs, that for her Part ſhe thought 


Foxes were as happy in that reſpect as almoſt any other 
Creatures; for that they bred conſtantly once a Year, if 
not oftner, and always had a good Litter of Cubs at 
every Birth: and yet, ſays ſhe, there are thoſe who are 
never deliver'd of more than one at a time, and that 
perhaps not above once or twice through their whole 
Life, who hold up their Noſes and value themſelves fo 
much upon it, that they think all other Creatures beneath 
them, and ſcarce worthy. to be ſpoken to. The Lioneſs, 
who all the while perceivd at whom this Reflection 
pointed, was fir'd with Reſentment, and, with a good 
deal of Vehemence, replied; what you have obſerv'd may 
be true, and that not without Reaſon. You produce a 
great many at a Litter, and often: but what are they? 
Foxes. I indeed have but one at a time, but _ ſhould 
2 that this one is a Lion. 8 The 
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Te APPLICATION. 8 
Our Productions, of whatſoever Kind, are not to 
be eſteem'd ſo much by the Quantity as the Quality 
of them. Tis not being employ'd much, but well 
and to the Purpoſe, which makes- us uſeful to the 
Age we live in, and celebrated by thoſe which are 
to come, As it is a Misfortune, to the Countries 
which are infeſted with them, for Foxes, and other 
Vermin to multiply; ſo, one can't help throwing out 
a melancholy Reflection, when one ſees ſome Parti- 
culars of the human Kind increaſe ſo faſt as they do. 
But the moſt obvious Meaning of this Fable, is the 
Hintit gives us in relation to Authors, Theſe Gentle- 
men ſhouid never attempt to raiſe themſelves a Repu- 
tation by enumerating the Catalogue of their Produc- 
tions, Since there is more Glory in having written 
one tolerable Piece, than a thouſand indifferent ones: 
And whoever has had the good Fortune to pleaſe in one 
Performance of. this kind, ſhould be very cautious how 
he ventures his Reputation in a ſecond, T6 


FAB. LXIX. The Stag and the Fawn. 
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| Stag, grown old and miſchievous, was, accor- 
ding to cuſtom, ſtamping with his Foot, mak- 
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ing offers with his Head, and braying ſo terribly, that the : 


whole Herd quak'd for fear of him: when, one of the little 
Fawns coming up, addrefs'd him to this Purpoſe, Pray, 
what is the Reaſon that you, who are fo ſtout and formi- 
Gable at all other times, if you do but hear the Cry of 
the Hounds, are ready to fly out of your Skin for Fear? 
What you obſerve is true; replied the Stag, tho' I know 
not how to account for it: I am indeed vigorous and 
able enough, I think, to make my Party good any 
where, and often reſolve with my ſelf, that nothing ſhall 


ever diſmay my Courage for the future; But, alas! I no 


ſooner hear the Voice of a Hound, but all my Spirits fail 

me, and I can't help making off as faſt as ever my Legs 

can carry me. | ) eg 
The APPLICATION. 

This is the. Caſe of many cowardly Bully in the 

World. He is diſpos'd to be imperious and tyranni- 

cal, and to inſult his Companions, and takes all Op- 


portunities of actiag according to his Inclination but 
yet is cautious where he makes his Haunts, and takes 


care to have to do only with a Herd of raſcally Peo- 
ple as vile and mean as himſelf, A Man of Courage 


quaſhes him with a Word; and he who has threaten'd 
Death, in every Sentence, for a Twelvemonth toge- 
ther, to thoſe whom he knew it would affright, at the 
very Frown of an intrepid Man, has leapt out of a 
Window. It is no unpleaſant Sight, to be preſent 
when any of theſe Gentlemen happen to be diſarm'd 


of their Terror before the Faces of their humble Ad- 


mirers: There is a ſtrange boiſterous ſtruggle betwixt 
Fear, Shame, and Revenge, which blinds them with 
Confuſion; and tho' they would fain exert a little 
Courage and ſhew themſelves Men, yet, they know 
not how, there is ſomething within which will not 
ſuffer them to do it. The Predominance of Nature 
will ſhew it ſelf, upon Occaſion, in its true Colours, 
through all the Diſguiſes which artful Men endeavour 


to throw over it. Cowardice particularly gives us but 


the more Suſpicion, when it would conceal it ſelf un- 


der 
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der an affected Fierceneſs; as they, who would ſmo- 
ther an ill Smell by a cloud of Perfume, are imagin't 
to be but the more offenſive, When we have done 
all, Nature will remain what ſhe was, and ſhew her 
ſelf whenever ſhe is call'd upon; therefore whatever 
we do in Contradiction to her Laws, is ſo forc'd and 
affected, that it muſt needs expoſe and make us 1idi- 
culous. We talk Nonſenſe when we would argue 
againſt it; like Teague, who being ask'd, why he fled 
from his Colours, ſaid his Heart was as good as any 
in the Regiment, but proteſted his cowardly Legs 
would run away with him, whatever he could do. 


PAL LEE. . 
The young Man and the Swallow. 
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Prodigal young Spendthrift, who had waſted his 
A whole Patrimony in Taverns and Gaming- houſes, a. 
mong lewd, idle Company, was taking a melancholy 
Walk near a Brook, It was in the Month of January; 
and happen'd' to be one of thoſe warm. ſunſhiny Days, 
vybich ſometimes ſmile upon us even in that winterly Sea- 
ſon of the Years and to make it the more flatterſnpg, a 

G 3 Swallow. 
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Swallow, which had made its Appearance, by Miſtake, ; 


too ſoon, flew skimming along upon the Surface of the 
Water. The giddy Youth obſerving this, without any 
farther Conſideration, concluded that Summer was now 
come, and that he ſhould have little or no Occafion for 
Cloaths, ſo went and pawn'd them at the Broker's, and 


ventur'd the Mony for one Stake more among his ſharping 


Companions, When this too was gone the ſame way 


with the reſt, he took another ſolitary Walk in the ſame 


Place as before, But the Weather, being ſevere and froſty, 
had made every Thing look with an. Aſpect very different 
from what it did; the Brook was quite frozen over, and 


the poor Swallow lay dead upon the Bank of it. The 


very Sight of which cool'd the young Spark's Brains, and 
coming to a kind of Senſe of his Miſery, he reproach'd 
the deceas'd. Bird, as the Author of all his Misfortunes; 
Ah, Wretch that thou wert! ſays he, Thou hiſt undone 
both thy ſelf, and me, who was ſo credulous as to de- 
%%% ĩ i COS 
— ůͤũ ; 

They who frequent Taverns and Gaming-houſes, 

and keep bad Company, ſhould not wonder if they 


are reduc'd, in a very ſmall Time, to Penury and 


Want. The wretched young Fellows, who once ad- 
dict themſelves to ſuch a ſcandalous kind of Life, 
ſcarce think of, or attend to any one thing befides, 
They ſeem to have nothing elſe in their Heads, but 
how they may ſquander what they have got, and 
where they may get more when that is gone. They 
don't make the ſame Uſe of their Reaſon that other 


People do; but, like the Jaundice Eye, view every 
thing in that falſe Light, in which their Diſtemper and 


Debauchery repreſent it. The young Man in the Fa- 
ble gives us a pretty Example of this; he ſees a Swal- 
low in the midſt of Winter, and inſtead of being ſur- 
priz'd at it as a very irregular and extraordinary 
Thing, concludes from thence that 'tis Summer; as if 
he had never thought before about the Seaſon. Well, 


the Reſult of this wiſe Concluſion, is of a Piece with 


the Concluſion itſelf; if it is Summer, he ſhall not 
8 8 „ want 


pm BY _ A A fawn kw tw?  @©<' 


H 


ESO PS FABLES. 1 
want ſo many Cloaths, therefore he ſells them - For 
what? more Mony to ſquander away: as if (had his 
Obſervation been juſt) Summer would have iaited all 
the Year round. But the true Reſult and Concluſion 
of all is this : when both his Mony and Cloaths are 
irrecoverably gone, he comes to his right Senſes; is 
ready to perifh with Hunger, to ſtarve with Cold, and 
to tear his own Fleſh with Remorſe and Vexation, at 

his former Stupidity. 


BHS. LXXI. The Angler and the little Fiſh. 
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Man was angling i in a River, Ro) caught a ſmall ” 5 Wy 
which, as he was taking off the Hook, and going 
to put it into his Basket, open di its Mouth, and began to 
implore his Pity, begging that he would throw it into the 
River again. Upon the Man's demanding, what Reaſon 
he had to expect ſuch a Favour; why, ſays the Fiſh, be- 
cauſe, at preſent, I am but young and little, and conſe- 
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quently not ſo well worth your while, as I fhall be if you 


take me ſome time hence, when I am grown larger. That 
may be, replies the Man; but I am not one of thoſe 
Fools, who quit a Certainty ia ExpeRation of an Un- 


certainty. 
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The APPLICATION. 


This Fable points much the ſame Way as the ſixty 
fourth, ſo that one Moral may very well ſerve for both. 
But the Leſſon they teach is ſo uſeful and inſtructive, 
that a Repetition of it is by no means ſuperfluous. 
The Precept which they would inſtil into us, is, never to 
let ſlip the preſent Opportunity, but to ſecure to our ſelves 
every little Advantage juſt in the Nick that it offers, 
without a vain Reliance upon, and fruitleſs Expecta- 
tion of ſomething better in time to come. We may 


chear up our Spirits with hoping for that which we 


cannot at preſent obtain, but, at the ſame time, let 
us be ſure we give no Occaſion of condemning our 
ſelves for omitting any thing which it was in our 
Power to ſecure. . 8 | 


FAR. LXXII. ue Aſs andthe Lion hunting. 
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T BE Lion took 2 Fancy to hunt in Company with the 
Aſs; and, to make bim the more uſeful, gave him 
Inſtructions to hide himſelf in a Thicket, and then to bray in 
the moſt ugly frightful Manner that he could poſſibly contrive. 
By this means, ſays be, you will rouſe all the Beaſts with- 
| 0 
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in the Hearing of you, while I ſtand at the Outlets and 
take them as they are making off, This was done; and 
the Stratagem took Effect accordingly. The Aſs bray'd: 
moſt hideouſly, and the timorous Beaſts, not knowing 
what to make of it, began to ſcour off as faſt as they 
could; when the Lion, who was poſted at a proper Ave 
nue, ſeiz d and devour'd them, as he pleas d. Having got- 
his Belly full, he call'd out to the Aſs, and bid him leave 
off, telling him he had done enough. Upon this, the 
lop- ear d Brute came out of his Ambuſh, and approaching - 
the Lion, ask d him with an Air of Conceit, how he lik'd- 
his Performance. Prodigiouſly, ſays he, you did ſo well, 
that I proteſt, had I not known your Nature and. Tem- 
per, I might have been frighted my ſelf. 12 


Thee APPLICATION 


A bragging cowardly Fellow may impoſe upon Peo- 
ple that don't know him, but is the greateſt" Jeſt ima - 
ginable to thoſe that do. There are many Men, who, 
appear very terrible and big in their manner of expreſ- 
ſing themſelves, and, if you could be perſuaded to 
take their own Word for it, are perfect Lions; 
who, if one takes the Pains to inquire a littile into, 
their true Nature, are as arrant Aſſes as ever bray d.. 
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AN old Fellow was feeding an Aſs in a fine green 

Meadow; and being alarm'd with the ſudden Ap- 

ch of the Enemy, was impatient with the Aſs. to 
put himſelf forward, and fly with all the Speed that he 
was able, The Aſs ask'd him, whether or no he thought 
the Enemy would clap two pair of Panniers upon his 
Back, The Man ſaid, No; there was no fear of that. 
Why then, ſays the Aſs, I'll not ſtir an Inch: for, what is 
it to me who my Maſter is, ſince I ſhall but carry my 
Panniers as uſual? 11 5 

Te APPLICATION. 

This Fable ſhews us how much in the Wrong the 
poorer ſort of People moſt commonly are when they 


are under any Concern about the Revolutions of a 
Government. All the Alteration which they can feel, 


is, perhaps, in the Name of their Sovereign, or ſome. 


ſuch important Trifle : but they cannot well be poor- 
er, or made to work harder than they did be- 
fore, And yet, how are they ſometimes impos'd 
upon and drawn in, by the Artifices of a few miſtaken 


EZ SOPs FABLES. nt 
or deſigning Men, to foment Factions, and raiſe Re- 
bellions, in Caſes where they can get nothing by the 


Succeſs; but, if they miſcarry, are in danger of ſut- 
fering an ignominious, untimely Death. 


FAB. LXXIV. The bungen Traveller 
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O NE who had been abroad, at his Return home again, 


was giving an Account of his Travels; and, among 


other Places, ſaid he had been at Rhodes, where he had fo 


** 


_ Giſtinguiſh'd himſelf in Leaping, an Exerciſe that City 
was famous for, that not a Rhadian could come near 


him, When thoſe who were preſent, did not ſeem to 
credit this Relation ſo readily as he intended they ſhould, 


he took ſome Pains to convince them ot it by Oaths and 


— 


— 


Proteſtations; upon which one of the Company riſing up 
told him, he need not give himſelf ſo much Trouble about 


it, ſince he would put him in a Way to demonſtrate it in 


Fact; which was, to ſuppoſe the Place they were in to 


be Rhodes, and to perform his extraordinary Leap over 


again. The Boaſter, not liking this Propoſal, fat down 


quietly, and had no more to ſay for himſelf. 


13z SOP FABLES. 
o - 
It is very weak, in all Men, as well thoſe who have 
travell'd, as thoſe who have not, to be ſolicitous with 
their Company to believe them, when they are rela- 


ting a Matter of Fact, in which themſelves were a 
Party concern'd, For, the more _ a Man ap- 


| Pears at ſuch a time in order to gain Credit, the more 
his Audience is apt to ſuſpect the Truth of what he 
relates. They perceive his Vanity is touch'd, more 
than his Honour, and that it is his Ability, not his 
Veracity, which he cannot bear to have queſtion'd. 
And indeed, tho' a Man were ever fo fully ſatisfied of 
ſuch a Truth himſelf, he ſhould conſider, that he is 
ftill as far from being able to convince others, as if 
he were altogether ignorant of it. Therefore, in all 
Caſes, where proper Vouchers are expected, we had 
better be contented to keep our wes to our ſelves, 
than appear ridiculous by contending to have them 
believ'd. 1 c 
How: much more then ſhould travell'd Gentlemen 
have a care how they import Lies and Inventions of 
their own from foreign Parts, and attempt to vena 
them at home for ftaple Truths. Every time they ut- 
ter a Falſhood, they are liable, not only to be ſuſ- 
pected by the Company in general, but to be detect- 
ed and expos'd by ſome particvlar Perſon, who may 
bave been at the ſame Place, and, perhaps, know how 
to convict them of their Forgery, even to,-a Demon- 
| , ,. 
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ter. The Boy beautiful and handſome enough; the 
Girl not quite ſo well. They were both very young, and 
happen d, one Day, to be playing near the Looking -glaſs, 
which ſtood upon their Mother's Toilet; the Boy, pleas d 


with the Novelty of the Thing, view'd himſelf for ſome 


time, and, in a wanton roguiſh manner, took notice to 
the Girl, how-handſome he was, She reſented it, and could 
not bear the inſolent way in which he did it; for ſhe un- 
derſtood it (as how could ſhe do otherwiſe) intended for 
a direct Aﬀeont to her. Therefore ſhe ran immediately 
to her Father, and with a great deal of Aggravation com- 
plain'd of her Brother; particularly, for having acted fo ef- 
feminate a Part, as to look in a Glaſs, and meddle with 
Things which belong'd'to Women only. The Father em- 
bracing them both, with much Tenderneſs and Affection, 
told them, that, he ſhould. like to have them both look 
in the Glaſs every Day. To the Intent that you, ſays 
he to the Boy, if you think that Face of yours hand- 
ſome, may not diſgrace and ſpoil it by, an ugly 2 


Certain Man had two Children, a Son and a Daugh- | 


F 
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and a foul Behaviour, You, ſays he, ſpeaking 40 the 


Girl, that you may make up for the Defects of your Per- 


and the Agreeableneſs of your Converſation. 


There is ſcarce any thing we ſee in the World, 
eſpecially what belongs to, and hangs about our own 
Perſon, but is capable of affording us Matter for ſome 
ſecious and uſeful Conſideration. And this Fable, not- 
withſtanding the Scene of it is Jaid at the very Begin- 
ning and Entrance of Life, yet utters a Doctrine wor- 

thy the Attention of every Stage and Degree thereof, 
from the Child to the old Man. Let each of us take 
a- Glaſs and view himſelf conſiderately. He that is 


vain and ſelf-conceited, will find Beauties in every 


Feature, and his whole Shape will be without Fault. 


Let it be ſo; yet, if he would be complete, he muſt 


take care that the inward Man does. not detract from 
and diſgrace the outward; that the Depravity of his 
Manners does not ſpoil his Face, nor the Wrongneſs 
of his Behaviour diſtort his Limbs, or, which is the 
ſame thing, make bis whole Perſon odious and de- 
teſtable to the Eye of his Beholders. Is any one mo- 
deſt in this reſpect, and diffident of himſelf? or has 
he indeed Blemiſhes and Imperfections which may 
depreciate him in the Sight of Mankind? Let him 


ſtrive to improve the Faculties of the Mind, where 


perhaps Nature has net crampt him; and to excel in 
the Beauties of a good Temper, and an agreeable 
Converſation, the Charms of which are ſo much 


more laſting and unalterably endearing, than thoſe of 
the other Sort, _ They who are beautiful in Perſon, 


have this peculiar: Advantage, that, with a moderate 


Regard to Complaiſance and good Manners, they be- 


ſpeak every one's Opinion in their Favour, But then, 
be the Outſide of a Man ever ſo rough and uncouth, if 
his acquir'd Accompliſhments are but ſweet and engag- 
ing, how eafily do we over-look the reſt, and value him, 
likean oriental Jewel, not by a glittering outſide, which 
is common to- baſer Stones, but by his true intrin- 


Ge 


 _Z2580P'*FAB'LUES: 5 
5 ſic Worth, his bright Imagination, his clear Reaſonz 
a and the tranſparent Sincerity of his honeſt Heart. 4 


FAB. LXXVI. The Collier and the Fuller: 
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HE Collier and the Fuller, being old Acquaintance, 
happen d upon a time to meet together; and the 
latter, being but ill provided with a Habitation, was in- 
vited by the former to come and live in the ſame Houſe 
with him. I thank you, my dear Friend, replies the 
Fuller, for your kind Offer; but it cannot be: For if I 
were to dwell with you, whatever I ſhould take pains to 
ſcour and make clean in the Morning, the Duſt of you 
and your Coals would blacken and. defile, as bad as ever, 


before Night, | 1 
| The APPEICATION:. | 
It is of no ſmall Importance in Life, to be cautious © q 
what Company we keep, and with whom we enter : 
into Friendſhips. For tho' we are ever ſo well diſ- ö 
pos'd our ſelves, and happen to be ever ſo free from ; 
Vice and Debauchery, yet if thoſe, with whom ; 


we frequently conyerſe, are engag'd in a lewd. J 
et, wicked 


1365 MSOP' FABLES. 
wicked Courſe, it will be almoſt impoſlible for us to 
eſcape being drawn in with them, | 
If we are truly wiſe, and would ſhun thoſe Sire 
Rocks of Pleaſure, upon which ſo many have ſplit 
before us, we ſhould forbid our ſelves all manner of 
Commerce and Correſpondence with thoſe, who are 
| Reering a Courſe, which Reaſon tells us is not on- 
ly for our Advantage, but would end in our De- 


tion. | 
All the Virtue we can boaſt of will not be ſuffici- 


ent to inſure us, if we embark in bad Company; 
For, tho* our Philoſophy were ſuch, as we could 
xreſerve our ſelves from being tainted and infected 
with their Manners, yet their Character would twiſt 
and entwine it ſelf along with ours in ſo intricate a 
Fold, that the World would not take the Trouble to 
unravel and ſeparate them. Reputations are of a 
ſubtle inſinuating Texture, like Water; that which is 
deriv'd from the cleareſt Spring, if it chances to 
mix with a foul Current, runs on undiſtinguiſn'd in- 
one muddy Stream for the future, and muſt for e- 
ver partake of the Colour and Condition of its Aſt 


tociate, 
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FAB. LXXVII. 
The Fox and the Vizor Mask. 
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Fox, being in a Shop, where Vizor-Masks were fold, 


laid his Foot upon one of them, and conſidering it 


a-while attentively, at laſt broke out into this Exciama- 


tion; Bleſs me! ſays he, what a handſome goodly Figure 


this makes; what Pity it is that it ſhould want Brains! 


Te APPLICATION. 


This is levell'd at that numerous part of Mankind, 
who, out of their ample Fortunes, take care to ac- 


compliſh themſelves with every thing but common 


Senſe, In ſhort, the whole World is a Maſquerade; 
and a Man of a tolerable Talent for Obſervation, may 


entertain himſelf as well in the mixt Aſſemblies he 


meets with in Life, as at the moſt magnificent and 


expenſive Revels provided and order'd for that pur- 

| poſe. Many of the Faces one meets with among the 
gay frolick Part of our Species, if ſearch'd for Brains, 
would appear as errant Vizors as that in the Fable. 


F AB. 


rr 


* 
- 
; 
3 


138 £50P% FABLES: 
5 FAB. LXXVIII. he two Frogs. 
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O N E hot ſultry Summer, the Lakes and Ponds being 
a almoſt every where dried up, a Couple of Frags 
agreed to travel together in ſearch of Water. At laſt they 
came to a deep Well, and fitting upon the Brink of it, 
began to conſult whether they ſhould leap in or no. One 
of them 'was for it; urging that there was Plenty-of clear 
Spring Water, and no Danger of being diſturb'd; Well, 
fays tother, all this may be true, and yet I can't come 
Into your Opinion for my Life: For, if tlie Water ſhould 
Happen to dry up here too, how ſhould we get out again. 
CCW TON; to 
The Moral of this Fable is intended to put us in 
Mind to look before: we: leap... That we ſhould not un- 
dertake any Action of Importance without conſider- 
ing firſt what the Event of it is like to prove, and 
how we ſhall be able to come off, upon ſuch and 
ſuch Proyiſos, A good General does not think he di- 
miniſhes any thing of his Character, when-he looks 
forward beyond the main Action, and concerts Mea- 
fures, in caſe there ſhould be Occaſion, for a ſafe Re- 
_— 7 How 
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| ESO P's FABLES. 1 25 
How many unfortunate matches are ſtruck up every 
Day for want of this wholeſome Conſideration? Pro- 


fule Living, and extravagant Gaming, both which 


terminate in the Ruin of thoſe that follow them, are 
moſtly owing to a Neglect of this Precaution. Wick- 
ed Counſellers adviſe, and ignorant Princes execute 
thoſe Things which afterwards they often dearly re- 
ent. Wars are begun, by this blind Stupidity, from 
which a State is not able to extricate it felt with either 


Honour or Safety: and Projects are encouraged by 


the raſh Acceſſion. of thoſe, who never confider'd how 
they were to get out, till they had plung'd themſelves 
irrecoverably into te. 3 


FAB. LXXIX. The covetous Man. 
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149 SOP FABLES 
perceiving it had been raviſh'd away from him, he tore hit 
Hair for Grief, and utter'd the doleful Complaints of his 
Deſpair, to the Woods and Meadows. © At laft, a Neigh 
bour of his who knew his Temper, oyerhearing him, 


and being inform'd of the Occafion of his Sorrow, Chear, 


up Man! ſays he, thou haſt loſt nothing: There's the 
- Hole for thee to go and peep at till; and if thou cant 
but fancy the Mony there, it will do juſt as well. 
De APPLICATION. 1 
Of all the Appetites to which human Nature is ſub- 
ject, none is ſo ſtrong, ſo laſting, and, at the. ſame 
time, ſo unaccountable as that of Avarice. Our other 
Deſires generally cool and ſlacken at the Approach 
of old Age; but this flouriſnes under gray Hairs, and 
triumphs amidſt Impotence and Infirmity, All our 
other Longings haye. ſomething to be faid in Excuſe 
for them, let them be at what time of Life ſoever. 
But it is above Reaſon, and therefore truly incompre- 
henſible, why a Man ſhould be paſſionately fond af 
Mony only for the ſake of gazing upon it. 
Neſcit quid valeat. Nummus, quem prabeat uſum. 
His Treaſure is as uſeful to him as a Heap of Oyſter- 
ſhells; for tho“ he knows how many ſubſtantial Plea- 
ſures it is able to procure, yet he dates not touch 
it; aud is as deſtitute. of Mony, to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, as the Man who is not worth a Groat. 
This is the true State of a covetous Perſon. To 
which, one of that Fraternity may poſſibly make this 
Reply, that, when we have ſaid all, ſince Pleaſure is 
the grand Aim of Life, if there riſes a Delight to ſome 
particular Perſons from the bare Poſſeſſion of Riches, 
tho' they do not, nor ever intend to make Uſe of 
them, we may be puzzled how to account for it, and 


* 


think it very ſtrange, but ought not abſolutely to con- 


demn the Men who thus cloſely but innocently pur» 
ſue what they eſteem the greateſt Happineſs. 

True; People would be in the Wrong to paint Co- 
vetouſneſs in ſuch odious Colours were it but compa- 
tible with Innocence. But here ariſes the Miſchief, 
a truly covetous Man will ftick at nothing to attain his 


Ends; 


\ 
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Ends; andy when once Avarice takes the Field, Ho- 


neſty, Charity, Humanity, aud, to be brief, every 
Virtue, err, it, is ſure to be r. to the 


Aout. 


FAB. LXXX. 
The Eagle, the Cats, and the Sow. 
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AN rag Eagle had built her Neſt upon the top Branches of 
ipbabited a Hole in the 
Middle; and, in? the hollow Part at bottom, was a Sow 
with a whole Litter of Pigs. A happy Neighbourhood ; 
ind might long have continued ſo, had it not been. for 
the wicked Tnfinuations' of the deſigning Cat. For, firſt 
of all, up ſhe crept to the Eagle; and, good Neighbour, 
fays ſhe, we ſhall be all undone: that filthy Sow yonder 


an old Oak. A wild Cat 


does nothing but lie routing at the Foot of the Tree; and, 


3 ſuſpect, intends to grub it up, that ſhe may the more 


ally come at our young Ones. For my part, I'll take 
Care of my own Concerns; you may do as you pleaſe; 


but I'll watch her Motions, tho' I ſtay at home this Month 
for it. When ſhe had faid this, which could not fail of 
putting. mn E into a SI TS down ſhe went and 


— 


0 = 
„ 
1 
2 * 
"IM 6 FER 
N 2 — . . 7 7 IR ns. ts 


woo ins ou Gal Re. 


142 ZSOP's FABLES. 
made a Viſit to the Sow at the Bottom: and, putting on 
a ſorrowful Face, I hope, ſays ſhe, you don't intend to go 
abroad to-day. - Why not? ſays the Sow. * Nay, replies 
the other, you may do as you pleaſe, but I overheard the 


Eagle tell her young Ones, that ſhe would treat them | 


with a Pig the firſt time ſhe ſaw you go out; and I am 
not ſure but ſhe may take up with a Kitten in the mean 
time; ſo, good morro to you; you'll excuſe me, I muſt 
go and take care of the little Folks at home. Away ſhe 
went accordingly; and by contriving to ſteal out ſoftly 
a-Nights for her Prey, and to ſtand watching and peep. 
ing all Day at her Hole, as under great Concern,. ſhe made 
ſuch an Impreſſion upan the Eagle and the Sow, that 
neither of them dar'd venture abroad for fear of the other, 
The Conſequence of which was, that themſelves and their 
young Ones, in a little time, were all ſtarv'd, and made 
Prize of, by the treacherous Cat and her Kittens, 
A APPLICATION. 
This ſhews us the ill Coplequence which may 21. 
tend the giving Ear to a golliping double. tongu'd 
Neighbour, The Miſchiefs occaſion'd by ſuch a Cre- 
dulity are innumerable; and too notorious not to be 
obſery'd every where. Many ſociable, well-diſpos'd 
Families, have been blown up into a perpetual Dil- 
cord and Averſion to each other, by one of theſe 
wicked Go-betweens. - So that, whoeyer would tho- 
rougbly acquit himſelf of the Imputation of being a 
bad Neighbour, ſhould guard himſelf both againſt re- 
_ ceiving ill Impreſſions by hearſay, and uttering his O- 
Pinion of others to thoſe inquiſitive Buſy-bodies, who, 
in caſe oþ Scandal, can magnify a Gnat to the ſize of 
a Camel, and ſwell a Molehill up to a Mountain. 
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T HE Lion ſeeing the Goat upon a ſteep eraggy Rock. 
where he could not come at him, ask'd him, what 
delight he could take to skip from one Precipice to a» 
nother, all Day, and venture the breaking of his Neck 


every Moment; I wonder, ſays he, you won't come down, 


and feed on the Plain here, where there is ſuch Plenty of 


good Graſs, and fine ſweet Herbs. Why, replies the 


Goat, I can't but ſay your Opinion is right; but you 
look ſo very hungry and deſigning, that, to tell you the 
Truth, I don't care to venture my Perſon where you 
We, | | . 2 


> Te APPLICATION. 


Advice, 'tho? good in it ſelf; is to be ſuſpected, 
when it is given by a tricking ſelf-intereſted Man. Per- 


haps we ſhould take upon our ſelves, not only hk | 
great, but an unneceſſary Trouble, if we were to ſul- 
pert every Man who goes to adviſe us; But this how- 
ever is peceſſary, that, when we have Reaſon to que- 
ſtion any one in Point of Honour and Juſtice, we 


not only conſider well before we ſuffer our ſelves » 
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FAB. LXXXI. The Gow: s * the Lion. 
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be perſuaded by him, but even reſolve to have no. 
thing to do in any Affair, where ſuch treacherous ſlip. 


pery Sparks are concern'd, TY we can ie it without 
much Inconvenience. 


FAB. LXXXII 7 he Lion and the F rog. . 
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H E Lion, hearing an odd kind of a hollow Voice 
and ſeeing no body, ſtarted up; he liſten'd again, 


and perceiving the Voice to continue, even trembled and 


quak d for Fear. At laſt, ſeeing a Frog cra:yl out of the 
Lake, and finding that the Noiſe he had heard, was no- 
thing but the croaking of that little Creature; he went 
up to it, and partly out of. Anger, party Contempt, 


* it to Pieces with his Feet. 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable is a pretty Image of the vain Fears and 
empty Terrors, with which our weak miſguided Na- 
ture is ſo apt to be alarm'd and diſtracted. If we 
hear but ever ſo little Noiſe, which we are not able 


to account for immediately, nay often before we give 


-ourſelves time to conſider about it, we are ſtruck with 


Fear, and labour under a moſt unmanly unreaſonable 
: TRIS 
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Trepidation, More eſpecially, if the Alarm happens, 
when we are alone and in the Dark, Theſe Notions 
are OG in our Minds very early; we ſuck them 
in with our Nurſe's Milk; and therefore it is the 
more difficult, when we 'are grown up and aſham'd 
of them, to root them out of our Nature. But, in 
order to it, it Is well worth our while to obſerve, 
that the moſt learned, the moſt ingenious, and can- 
did Writers in all Ages, have ridicul'd and exploded 
the Belief of ſuch Phantoms as the weaker Part of 
Mankind are apt to be terrified with; intimating that 
Goblins, Spectres, Apparitions, Fairies, Ghoſts, ec. 
were inyented by Knaves to fright Fools with, Where- 
ever Superſtition and Prieſtcraft flouriſh, theſe imagi- 
nary Beings ſwarm; and decreaſe in proportion as 
the other two are diſcountenanced: inſomuch, that at 
preſent, there are much fewer of them inhabiting the 
We of Great Britain, than has been known, perhaps, 
fince the Time that the Druids louriſh'd here. Horace 
calls them, fabule' Manes; and Ovid, in the Perſon of 
Pythagoras, addreſſing himſelf to Mankind, fays | 


Materiem vatum: 


Quid Styga, quid tenebras, quid nomina vana timetis, 
Fear is a natural Paſſion; and its Uſe is, to put us 


upon our Guard againſt Danger, by alarming the Spi- 
tits. Now all Paſſions ſhould be kept in a ſtate of 


Subjection; for tho*. they are good, uſeful Servants, 
ove the moſt 


domineering Tyrants imaginable : nor ny of t | 
treat us in ſo. {hviſh and abject a Man as that of 
Fear, It unnerves/and enfeebles our Limbs, precipi- 
tates or fetters our Underſtanding ; and, at the ſame . 
time that it repreſents a Danger near at hand, dif 


arms and makes us incapable of defending our ſelves _ 


againſt it. This is the Caſe even in reſpe& of real 
Dangers, ſuch as Fire, Thieves, or violent Enemies; 
and, eyen in this Caſe, a Man of either Senſe or Ho- 
nour would be aſham'd to be detected of ſuch a 
Weakneſs, But when the Cauſe of our Alarm is 
groundleſs, and ſubliſts no where but in our own 
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childiſh, Imagination, we ſhould not only taks care 
how we "expoſe our felves upon that Account, hut 
reſolve to man our Underſtanding with Reaſan and 
Fortitude enaugh to maintain it againſt the Attacks of 
every little imaginary Phantom. 
Even thoſe who have 1 hly reaſon'd the Poiat, 
may yet retain ſomething la Woman in their 
Minds, which having caken —— too deep to be. entirely 
.ptuck'd out, may ſometimes ſurprize them in an un- 
rded Moment, and make them ſtart like the Lion 


Th the Fable; But then they preſenily recollect them- 


ſelves, and, as he did, treat the Cauſe of their * 
Mate with the utmoſt Contempt. 


ß 
The ens and the Bramble. 
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Twit eight vr wee, that food taupiog vp in the 
midft of the Foreft, was ſo praud of his Dignity and 
high Saran, that be over - luck d the. little Shrubs which 
beneath him. A Bramble being one of the inferior 
hroag, could by no meags brook. this haughty Carriage, 
a ede ok in und dafrd $o know what 
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- ke meant by it. Becauſe, ſays the Fir-tree,. L look upon 


my ſelf as the firſt Tree for Beauty and Rank. of any _ 5 
che Foreſt: My ſpiring Top ſhoots up into the Clouds; 


and my Branches diſplay themſelves with a perpetual Beau- 


ty and Verdure; while you lie groveling upon the Ground, 
liable to- be cruſh'd by every Foot that comes near you, 


and impovyeriſh'd by the luxurious Drippings which fall 


from my Leaves. All this may be true, reply d the Bramble, 


Bat when the Woodman has mark d you out for public 
Uſe, and the ſounding Ax comes to be applied to your 
Root, I am miſtaken if you 9 
Conditions with the very worlt of us. 5 


te, APPLICATION. 


If che Great were to reckon upon the on; 
to which they are expos'd, and poor private Men 
conſider the Dag which they many times eſcape 
purely by being 10, notwithſtanding the ſeeming Dif- 
terence' ee appears to be between them, it would 
be no ſuch 1 Mk Matter, as moſt People think it, 1 
determine which Conditiom is the more preferable. A 
reaſonable Man would declare in Favour of the latter, 
without the leaſt Heſitation, as knowing upon what a 
ſteady and ſafe Security * * For as He- | 


race lays, 


Sepius ventis Agicatur iu OY 15D 
Pinus; e celſæa graviore 'caſi | 
Decidunt turres ; ferumtque- fumes 8 85 
| Fulmina montes. 4 


The bigher a Man is exalted, the fairer Mark he WP, 


and the more unlikely he is to eſcape a Storm. 
What little Foundation therefore has the preateſt 
Favourite of Fortune to bebave himſelf with Infolence 
to thoſe, below him; whoſe Circumſtances, tho? he 
is ſo elated with Pride as to deſpiſe them, are, in the 


Eye of every prudent Man, more eligible than his | 
own, and ſuch as he himſelf, when the day of Ac- 


count comes, will wiſh he had never exceeded. For, 
as the Riches OI many 3 great Ones call 
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the Goods of Fortune, are ſeldom any other than the 
Goods of the Public, which they have impudently and 
feloniouſly taken, ſo public Juſtice generally over. 
takes them in the End; and, whatever their Life may 


bave been, their Death is as ignominious and un- 
pitied, as that of the meaneſt and moſt obſcure Thief, 


FAB. LXXXIV. The Bull and the Goat. 
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TJ * E. Bull being purſu'd by the Lion, made towards a 
2 Cave in which he deſign'd to ſecure himſelf ; but 
was oppos d juſt at the Entrance by a Goat, who had got 
Poſſeſſion before him, and threatning a kind of Defiance 
with his Horns, ſeem'd refolv'd to diſpute the Paſs with 


him, The Bull, who thought he had no time to loſe in 
a Conteſt of this Nature, immediately made off again; 


but told the Goat, that it was not for Fear gf him or his 
Defiances : For, ſays he, if the Lion were not ſo near, 


1 would ſoon make you know the Difference between a 


Bull and a Goat. EY 

% APPLICATION: : 

It is very inhuman to deny Succour and Comfort 
to People in Tribulation ; but to inſult them and add 
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to the weight of their Misfortunes, is ſomething ſu- 
perlatively brutiſh and cruel, There is, however, in 
the World, a ſort of Wretches of this vile Temper, 
that wait for an Opportunity of aggravating their 
Neighbour's Affliction, and defer the Execution of 
their evil Inclinations 'till they can do it to the beſt 
Advantage. If any one labours under an expenſive 
Law-ſuit, leſt he ſhould eſcape from that, one of 
theſe Gentlemen will take care to arreſt him in a ſe- 
cond Action; hoping at leaſt to keep him at Bay, 
'while the more powerful Adverſary attacks him on the 
other fide, One can't conſider this Temper without 
obſerving ſomething remarkably cowardly in it; for 
theſe whiffling Antagoniſts never begin their Encoun- 
ter, 'till they are ſure the Perſon they aim at is al- 
ready over-match'd, „ | 50 


FP AB. LXXXV. 
The Fowler and the Blackbird. 
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Fowler was placing his Nets, and putting his Tackle 

2 in order, by the fide of a Copſe; when a Blackbird, 
who ſaw him, had the Curioſity to enquire what he was 
os | H' 3 . 


r 
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doing. Says he, I am building a City for you Birds to 
live in, and providing it with Meat and all manner of 
Conveniences for you. Having ſaid this he departed and 
hid himſelf; and the Blackbird, believing his Words, came 
into the Nets, and was taken, But when the Man came 
up to take hold of him, If this, ſays he, be your Faith 
and Honeſty, and theſe the Cities you build, I am of 
Opinion you will have hut few Inhabitants. 


Te APPLICATION. 


Methinks this Fowler acted a Part very like that 
which ſome Kings and Rulers of the People do; 
when they tell them, that the Projects, which tbey 
have contriv'd with a ſeparate View and for their own 
private Intereſts, are laid for the Benefit of all that 
will come into them. And to ſuch the Blackbird truly 
ſpeaks, when he affirms that Erectors of ſuch Schemes 
will find but few to ſtick by them at the long Run, 

Wie exclaim againſt it, as ſomething very baſe and 

_ diſhoneſt, when thoſe of a different Nation, and even 

Our Enemies, break the Faith which they have public- 

ly plighted, and trick us out of our Properties. But 
what muſt we call it, when Governors themſelves 
circumvent” their on People, and, contrary to the 

Terms upon which they are admitted to govern, con- 
trive Traps and Gins to catch and inſnare them in? 
Such Governors may ſucceed in their Plot the firſt 

Time: but muſt not be ſurpriz d if thoſe who have 
once efcap'd their Clutches, never have Opinion e- 
dough of them to truſt them for the future. 
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adopt, ech a particular Tree, into their Patronape 
and Tuition, Jnpirer choſe the Oak; penn, was pleas d 
to name the Myrtle; Apollo pitch'd upon 5 
belè took the Pine, and Herewles the 12 Pallas, bein 

preſent, exprefs'd” her Admiration at their Fancy in ma- 
king Choice of Trees that bore nothing. O, ſays Jupiter, 
the Reaſon of that is plain enough, for we would not be 
thought to diſpenſe our Favours, with any mercenary 


| View. You may do as you pleaſe, fays ſhe, but let the 


Olive be my Tree; and I declare that my Reaſon for 
chooſing it is, becauſe it bears Plenty of noble uſeful Fruit. 
Upon which, the Thunderer putting on a ſerious compos'd 


Gravity, ſpoke thus to the Goddeſs : Indeed, Daughter, it is 


not without Juſtice that you are ſo celebrated for your 
Wiſdom: for unleſs ſome Benefit attends our Actions, to 
perform them only for the ſake of Glory, is but a ily 5 
. 
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A APPLICATION: -: 
This Fable is to put us in mind, that we ſhould in- 
tend ſomething uſeful and beneficial-in all. our. Actions. 
To undertake Things with no other View but that of 
empty Glory, whatever ſome curious Dreamers may 
fanſy, is employing our Time after a very idle fooliſt 
Manner. The Almighty created the World, out of 


his infinite Goodneſs, for the Good of his Creatures, 


and not out of a Paſſion for Glory; which is a vain, 
filly, mean Principle. And when we talk of glorify- 
ing the Author of our Being, if we think reaſonably, 
we muſt mean ſhewing our Gratitude to him, by 
imitating this Goodneſs of his, as far as we are able, 
and endeavouring to make ſome Good or other the 
Aim of all our Undertakings. For if empty Glory be 
unworthy the Purſuit of a wiſe Man, how vaſtly im- 
proper muſt it be to make an Offering of it to an all- 
wiſe Deity. | 8 
The Ladies have ſomething to value themſelves up- 

on in this Fable; where the Attribute of Wiſdom ap- 
ears by a publick Act of Settlement, to be inveſted. 
in their Sex. In return for which Compliment their 


gentle Nature ſeems determin'd, in the Choices they 


make, never to fail of having the greateſt regard to thoſe 
Things which are moſt likely to be fruitful, let the 
Call of Glory be ever ſo ſtrong on the other ſide, 
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FAB. LXXXVII. The Fox and the Bramble. 


Fox hard preſs'd by the Hounds, was getting over 
1 a Hedge; but tore bis Foot upon a Bramble which 


the Bramble for his inhoſpitable Cruelty, in'ufi. a Stranger, 
who had fled to him for Protection, after fi ch a barba-- 
rous manner. Yes, ſays the Bramble, you intended to 


have made me ſerve your turn, I know; but take this 


piece of Advice with you for the future, Never lay hold 
of a Bramble again, as you tender your ſweet Perſon; for 


lying. bold, is a Privilege | 
and we don't care to let it go out of the Family. 


Te APPLICATION. 
Impertinent People, who are moſt apt to take Li- 
berties with others, are generally the moſt ſurpriz d, 
if they are retorted upon, with any Severity; tho” 
they, of all People, have the leaſt reaſon to expect 
Quarter. It cannot but be pleaſant to indifferent 
Spectators, when they ſee one of this Fratefnity meet 
with his Match, and beaten at his own Weapons. He 
Il Man may be hurt unpitied; 


that is known to be an 


H 5 


that belongs to us Brambles, 


his 
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a faction of him that occalions them; and we don't 


of Juſtice, _ 
This Fable — 8 Eye 
| already drawn from ſome others: and adviſes. us to 
be cautious whom we lay bold on, or meddle with, 
in too familiar a Way: For, thoſe who can lay. hold 
again, and are better 


ſelyes, are ca to be edel. 
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Certain 88 Ts infeſted with Mice; but at 
8 laſt they got a Cat, Who catch'd and eat every day 
by - ow of them. The Mice finding their Numbers grow 
| thin, conſulted what was beſt to be done for the Preſer- 


Cr. They debated and came to this Reſolution, That no 
bone ſhould go down below the upper Shelf, The Cat, ob- 
ſerving the Mice no longer came down as uſual, bungry 
rr Prey, had recourſe to this Strata - 


his Misfortunes are conferr'd upon kind to the Satis- 
look upon him as an Object of Fity. but an Example 1 
| 10.2 Moral-which has been 


uglified for 5 2 8 our 


| FAB, LXXXVIL. The Catand the be Mice 


vation of the Public, from the Jaws of the devouring. 


* ſhe hung by R 
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wide Woll, and made as if the had been dead, hoping by 
this Lure to entice the Mice to come doyn. ' e d 
not been in this Poſture long, before a cunning ofiEM 
peep'd over the Edge of the Shelf, and ſpoke thus?” "Abs, 
my good Friend!” are you there? there may 1 ter 
would not truſt my ow” with You, tho your Skin 
Ruff'd with Straw. | 


The APPLICATION... 


Prudent Folks never truſt thoſe a ſecond time, who 
have deceived them once, And indeed we cannot 
well be too cautious in following this Rule; for up- 
on Examination, we ſhall find, That moſt of. the 
Misfortunes which befal us proceed from our too great” 
COT: They that know how to ſuſpe&; without 
hurting or expoſing themſelves, till onefty comes 
10 be more in Faſhion, can never ſuſpect too nuch. 


FAB. LXXXI X. 
The Fox and the Country-man. 
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A . hard 3 and having run a a long Ghee, 
Was * tir d. At laſt he _ a Country Fellow in 
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a Woed, to whom he applied for Refuge, intreating tht 
he would give bim leave to hide himſelf in his Cottage 
-till the Hounds were gone by. The Man conſented, and 
the Fox went and cover'd himſelf up cloſe in a Corner of- 
the Hovel. Preſently the Hunters came up, and enquir d 
of the Man, if he had ſeen the Fox, No, fays he, I have 
not ſeen him indeed: But all the while he pointed with 
his Finger to the Place where the Fox was hid. However 
the Hunters did not underſtand him, but call d off their 
Hounds, and went another Way. Soon after, the Fox, 
creeping out of his Hole, was going to ſneak off; when 
the Man calling after bim, ask'd him, if that was his 
Manners, to go away without thanking his Benefactor, to 
whoſe Fidelity he ow'd his Life. Reynard, who had peep'd 
all the while, and. ſeen what paſs'd, anſwer d, I know 
what Obligations I have to you well enough; and I af- 
ſure you, it your Actions had but been agreeable to your 
Words, I ſhould have endeavour'd, however uncapable of 
it, to have return d you ſuitable Thanks. 5 


+," HAPPLICATION,  _ 
Sincerity is à moſt beautiful Virtue; but there are 


Tome, whoſe Natures are ſo, . and cow- 


ardly, that they are not. capable of exerting it. In- 
1 unleſs a Man be ſteady and conſtant in all his 
Actions, he will hardly deſerve the Name of, ſincere. 
An open Enemy, tho* mere violent and terrible, is 
not however ſo odious and deteſtable as à falſe Friend. 
To pretend to now another's Counſel, and appear in 
their Intereſt, while underhand we are giving Intelli- 

ence to their Enemies, is treacherous, knaviſh and 
baſe. No matter what Sex they are of, but there are 
ſome People in the World very dextrous at this kind 
of Defamation; and can, while they ſeem moſt ve- 
hement in the Commendation or Defence. of a Friend, 
throw out a Hint which ſhall ſtab their Reputation 
deeper, than the moſt malicious Weapon brandiſh'd 
at them in a public Manner could haye been capable 
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FAB. 3 XC. F Man bit by a Dog. . 
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A Man 1 had ow ady t torn by pas was —"M 
vis d by ſome old Woman, as a Cure, to dipa Piece 
of Bread in the Wound and give it the Cur that bit bim. 
e did ſo; and Æſop happening to paſs by juſt at the ſame - 
time, ask'd him, et he meant by it? The Man inform d 
him: Why then, ſays Æſop, do it as privately as you can. 
T beſeech you; for, "if the reſt of the Dogs of the 2 
were to ſee you, we ſhould all be eat up alive hag; my 


Te APPLICATION. 


| Nothing contributes ſo much to the increaſe. of 
Roguery, as when the Undertakings of a Rogue are 
attended with Succeſs. If it were not for fear of fu 
niſhment, a great Part of Mankind, who now make 
a ſhift to keep themſelves honeſt; would appear great 
Villains: But if Criminals, inftead of meeting with 
Puniſhments, were, by having been.. ſuch, to attain, 
Honour and Preferment, our natural Inclination to - 
Miſchief would be improv'd, and we ſhould be wick 
ed out of Emulation. 


| Deplorable 
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Deplorable are thoſe Times, when Vice and Cor. 0 
ruption are propagated by Example, from Men in 0 
eminent Stations = when'a'Man muſt be a Raſcal, to al 
deſerve a Court Favour; and run through a Courſe of in 
Villany before he can be great. Yet, Gat ſuch Times tl: 

have been, Juvenal has left recorded in theſe Lines Ml \ 

Auds aliquid brevibus Gyaris & carcere dignum, 0 


Si vis ofſe aliguis. Probitas laudatur, & alget. - 


For that matter, it is a common thing now-a-days to 
Hear Honeſty commended: But ſurely. that is not an 
infallible Rule of its being out of Faſhion. 


FAB. XCI. Fortune and the Boy. 
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Boy was ſleeping by the Side of a Well. Fortune 
fawhim, and came and wak'd him: faying, Pr'ythee, 
good Child, don't lie ſleeping here; for if you ſhould fall 
in, no body would impute it to you, but lay all the Blame 
upon me, Fortune. e 1 | 
| Te APPLICATION... 
Poor Fortune has a great deal thrown upon her in- 
deed; and oftentimes very unjuſtly too, Thoſe of 
5 MT ous 
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our Aftions which are attended with Succeſs, tho' oſten 


owing to ſome Accident or other, we aſcribe, without 
any INS to ſome particulag Merit or good Quality, 
in our ſelves; but when any of our Doings miſcarry,. 
though probably through our own Inſufficiency or 
Neglect, all the ill Conſequence is imputed to For- 
tune, and we acquit our ſelves of having contributed 
any hee towards it. 725 
1 

to have a tolerable Claim to this Excuſe; and accor- 
dingly ſeldom fail to load their ill Luck with Curſes 
an 


Imprecations. Bur, conſidering how many Shar- 


rs make a Trade of Gaming, and have no other 


! ;velihood but what they. pick out of the Pockets of 


thoſe with whom they play, he that ventures much 


in ſuch Company, and loſes his Money, can in truth, 


blame nothing but his own Folly; which draws him 
in to be a Tool and a Property, to a parcel. of hun- 
ry Sharks; who, were it poſſible they could be out- 
LG at their own Weapons, have nothing to loſe; 
but indeed are furniſh'd with Skill enough to fleece 
2 ſhcepiſh Perfon, who truſts himlelf in their 
Hands, | | 


The ſillieſt Part of 66h; Fam, ' when they diſpoſe of | 


themſelves indiſereetly and diſadyantageouſly in Mar- 
riage, and have nothing elfe to ſay in Excuſe, cry out, 
O there's a Fate in every thing, and there's no reſiſt. 


ing Fate, &'c. Bur, theſe People ſhould take notice, 


that, as they have a very good Proverb on their ſide 


in relation to Fortune already, it is highly unreaſon- 
able in them to claim more than their Share, and to 
aſcribe the ill Succeſs of ther own fooliſh Negotiations 
to the my ney of Fortune. Probably, the firſt. 


Occaſion of confining the Smiles of Fortune to Peo- 


ple of this Stamp more particularly, might ariſe from 
the Improbability of their ſucceeding by any Art, or 


right Application of their own, And therefore, by 
1 


an opp a 
be intitled to ill Luck, and have it in their Power to 


charge Fortune with every Loſs and Croſs which be- 
falls them; For if, when they have cuncerted theie 


Meaſures | 


Le ee ET won * 


that loſe their Eſtates at Play, indeed ſeem 


te Rule, the wiſe and induſtrious only ſhould 


— 
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Meaſures judiciouſly, and been vigilant and active in 
their Buſineſs, Matters refuſe. ſtill to anſwer Expecta- 
tion, they muſt be allow'd to have very bard Fortune: 


But Fools, have not the leaſt Right to take hold of: 
. This Handle. | mi he 


FAB. XCII. 7he Mule. 
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"A; Mule, which was fed well and work'd little, grew 

fat and wanton, and. frisk'd about very notably. 
And why ſhould not I run as well as the beſt of them, 
ſays he; it's well known I had'a Horſe to my Father, 
and a very good Racer he was. Soon after this his 
Maſter took him out, and being upon urgent Buſineſs, 
 whip'd and ſpur'd the Mule to make him put forward; 
| who, beginning to tire upon the Road, chang'd his Note, 
and faid to himſelf, Ah, where's the Horſe's Blood you 
boaſted of but now? I am ſorry to fay it, Friend, but in- 
_ deed your worthy Sire was an Aſs and not a Horſe. 

m—— CATION... 

However high their Blood may beat, one may ven- 


ture to affirm thoſe to be but Mongrils, and Aﬀes in 
| | b reality, 
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reality, who make a buſtle about their Genealogy. 
If fome in the World ſhould be vain enough to'think 
they can derive their Pedigree from one of the old 
Roman Families, and being otherwiſe deſtitute of Me- 
rit, would fain draw ſome from thence. It might not 
be improper upon ſuch an Occafion to put them in 
Mind, that Romulus, the firſt Founder of that People, 
was baſe born, and the Body of his Subjects made up 
of Outlaws, Murderers:and Felons, the Scum and Off- 
ſcouring of the neighbouring Nations ; and that they 
propagated their Deſcendents by Rapes. We may 
add what one of their moſt judicious Writers thought 
upon this Head, and that he ſhews us his great Pa- 
tron ; to whom he addreſſes himſelf, thought ſo too. 


Cum reſerre negas quali ſit quiſque-parente- 
Natus, dum <a. ag . 725 tibi verz. 
Ante poteſtatem Tulli, atque ignobile regnum, 

Multos ſape viros nullis majoribus ortos, 
Et vixiſſe probos, amplis & honoribus auctos. 
ME CY Hor. Sat, 6. Lib. 18 
As a Man truly great ſhines ſufficiently bright of 

bimſelf, without wanting to be emblazon'd by a 

ſplendid Anceſtry ;. ſo they, whoſe Lives are eclips'd 

by Foulneſs or Obſcucity, inſtead of ſhewing to an 

Advantage, look but the darker for being plac'd in 

the ſame Line with their illuſtrious Forefathers,,, 


: 26z A'S OP FA B LES. 
Paz. XCIII. The Fox and the ot 
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1 JNCE upon a time the Beaſts were fo void of Rem 
 B - fon as to chooſe an Ape for their King. He had danc'd 
= d diverted them, with plying antic Tricks, and truly 
nothing would: ſerve but they muſt anoint him their So- 
== According * crown'd he was; and affected to 

E very politic. But the Fox, ver d at bis 
Heart to 2 1 — Fellow · Brutes act fo fooliſhly, was re- 
ſolvd, the firſt opportunity, to convince them of their 
ſorry Choice, and puniſh their Jackanapes of a King for 
his Prefumption, Soon after, ſpying a Trap in a Ditch, 
which: was baited with a Piece of Fleſh, he went and in- 
form'd the Ape of it, as a Treaſure, which, being found 
upon the Waſte, belong d to his Majeſty only. The Ape, 
dreaming nothing of the matter, went very briskly to 
take Poſſeſſion, bur had no ſooner laid his Paws upon the 
Bait than he was caught in the Trap; where, betwixt 
Shame and Anger, he began to reproach the Fox, calling 
bim Rebel and Traitor, and threatning to be reveng d of 
him: At all which Reynard laugh'd heartily; and going of, 
added. with a Sneer, You a Kingi and not underſtand 
Trap! | The 
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The APPLICATION... 


A weak Man ſhould not aſpire to be a King : for if 


he were, in the End, it would prove as inconvenient 
to himſelf, as diſadvantageous to the Public. To be 
qualified for ſuch an. Office, an Office of the laſt Im- 


portance to Mankind, the Perſon ſhould be of a dif- 


tioguiſh'd Prudence and moſt 'unblemiſh'd Integrity; 


too honeſt to impoſe upon others, and too penetra- 


ting to be impas'd upon; thoroughly acquainted with 
du Dae of the Realm * is to governs: 
Brave, 3 2 — 7 88 but not 11 
aſpiring at j eem; deſpiſing Vain- glory; wit 
oh SN without Hypocrify, -- _ * 1 
When Thrones have been filFd by People of a dif- 
ferent Turn froin this, Hiſtories ſhew what a wretch- 


ed Figure they always made; what Tools they were ta 


particular Perſons, and what Plagues 10 their Subjects 
in general, They who ſtudied their Paſſions and en- 
ter'd into their Foibles led them by the Noſe, as they 


pleas'd; and took them off from the Guardianſhip of 


the Public, by ſome paltry Amuſement; that theme» 


ſelves might haye the better Opportunity to rifle and 


plunder it. 


FAB 
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FAB. XCIV. The Mole and her Dam: 
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Tu young Mole ſnuffd up her Noſe, and told. ber 

Dam ſhe ſmelt an odd kind of a Smell. By and by, 
O firange! ſays ſhe, what a Noiſe there is in my Fars; 
as if ten thouſand Pa per- mills were a going. A little 
after ſhe was at it again, Look, look, what's that I ſee 
vonder, it's juſt like the Flame of a fiery Furnace. To 
whom the Dam replied, Pr'ythee, Child, hold your idle 
Tongue; and if you would have us allow you any: Senſe 
at all, do not affect to ſnew more than Nature has given 


Te A P PLT ATTO N. 


It is wonderful, that Affectation, that odious Qua- 
lity, ſhould' have been always ſo common and epide - 
mical; ſince it is not more diſagreeable to others, 
than hurtful to the Perſon that wears it. By Affecta- 
tion, we aim at being thought to poſſeſs ſome Ac- 
compliſhment which we have not, or, at fhewing 
what we have, in a conceited oſtentatious Manner. 
Now this we may be aſſur'd of, that among diſcer- 
King People at leaſt, when we endeayour at any —_ 


— 
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of this Kind, inſtead of ſucceeding in the Attempt, we 
detract from ſome real Poſſeſſion, and make Qualities, 
that would otherwiſe paſs well enough, appear nau- 
ſeous and fulſom. | | 1 . 5 
ls it not ridiculous to fee an old batter'd Beau put 
himſelf to Pain, that he may appear to tread firm, and 
walk ſtrong and upright? a Man defective in his Eyes, 
run againſt a Poſt, rather than confeſs he wants a 
Guide? and one that is deaf, miſtaking every thing 
you ſay, rather than you ſhould ſuſpect he can't hear? 
Yet perhaps theſe things are done every day; and imi- 
cated, in ſome other Affectation, by the very People 
that laugh at them, ers e 

It is much for the Intereſt of the Ladies to take 
this into Conſideration z and, ſince my huſwife their 
Charms too well to part with them deſignedly, let 
them remember, That, that every time they affect 
an unreal Grace, they loſe a ſubſtantial Beauty, . 


FAB. XCV. The Fox and the Boar. N 
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Tu E Boar ſtood whetting -his Tusks againſt an old Tree. 

The Fox, who happen'd to come by at the fame 

time, ask d him why he made thoſe martial Preparations 
-& | . 
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of whetting his Feeth, fince there was no Enemy ner, 
that he could ' perceive. That may be, Mafter Reynard 
ſays the Boar; but we fhoold fcour up our Arms while we 
have Leiſure, you know; for, in time of ek we 
ſhall have ſomething elſe to do. _ 


The APPLICATION. 


He that is not idle when he is at Leiſure, may play 
with his Bufineſs. A diſcreet Man ſhould have a 
Referve of every thing that is neceſſary before-hand; 
that when the time comes for him to make uſe of 
them, he may'nt be in a Hurry and a Confuſion, 


In pace, ut ſapiens, aptabis idonea bello, 


A. wiſe General has not his Men to diſcipline, or. his 

Ammunition to. provide, when the Trumpet ſounds J. 

Arms; but Tets a- part his times of Exerciſe for one, 

pa his Magazines for t ors in the calm ſeaſon of 
eace. 

We hope to live to a good old Age: Should we 
not then lay up a Store of Conveniences againſt that 
| 3 when we ſhall be moſt in want of them, and 
leaft able to procure them?  *© 

We muſt die; nay, never ſtart, we muſt. Are 
there not ſome ne Things for us to tranſact 
before we — oma at leaſt, ſome Trifle or other for 

us to bequeath, which a ſadden stroke may prevent 
4 from Wing ſure there is. And, if fo, how in- 
excuſable ſhalff we be, if we defer the Execution of 
it till the Alarm comes upon us. I did not think of 
it, is an Expreſſion unworthy. a wiſe Man's _—_— 
| * Was 3 intended for the Uſe of TO. 
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5 Fee 
7h old Woman and the _Y Cask. 
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ren old Woman ſaw an empty Cask lying, from which | 
there bad lately been drawn a Piece of choice raeyj 
Palm Sack; the Spirit of which yet hung about the Veſſel, 
1 ind the very Lee yielded a grateful cordia} Scent, She ap- 
plied her Noſe to the Bunghole, and, ſnuffing very hearti- 

ly for ſome time, at laſt broke out into this Exclamation : 
Oh! the delicious Smeil! how good, how charming good 
muſt you have been once! when your very Dregs are {a 
a and refreſhing. 


De APPLICATION. 


phadrus was an old Man when he wrote his Fables; 
and this he applies to himſelf; intimating what we ought 


to judge of his Youth, when his old Age was capa» 
ble of ſuch Productions. But ſure this is a Piece f 
Vanity that diminiſhes ſomething of the good Savour 


of an agreeable old Man; and it had been handſomer 
to have left us to make the Application for him. 
It is, at once, a pleaſing and a melancholy Idea 
MW which is given us by the View of an old Man” or Wo- 
l. man, 


ve Nan oO "0 
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wan, whoſe Converſation is reliſhing and agreeable' 
We can't forbear repreſenting to our ſelves how in. 
expreſſibly charming thoſe muſt have been, in the 
Flower of Youth, . whoſe-Decay is capable of yielding 
us ſo much Pleaſure.” Nor, at the ſame time, can we 
Help repining that this Fountain of Delight is now 

almoſt dried up and going to forſake us; and that the 
Seaſon in which it flow'd in the greateſt Abundance, 
as ſo long before we were acquainted. with the 

4 — . ß tn > 
It is no difficult matter to form a juſt Notion of 
what the Prime of any one's Life was, from the Spi- 
rit and Flavour which remain even in the laſt Drege, 
Old Age, merely as ſuch, can never render a Perla | 
either contemptible or. diſagreeable in the Eye of a 

' reaſonable Man: But ſuch as we find People, at that 
time of Life, much the ſame they certainly were, in 
thoſe which they call their better Days. As they that 
can make themſelves agreeable, notwithſtanding the 
Diſadvantage of old Age, muſt have been highly enter- 
taining in the Vigour of Youth; ſo, whenever we meet 
with one in Years, whoſe Humour is unpleaſant, and 
Manners burdenſome, we may N. for granted, 


that, even in the Prime of Youth, N ſuch a one was 
croubleſome, impertinent and unſocidble. 


8 
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FAB. XCVI. 7he Fowler and the Lark. 
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Fowler ſet Snares to catch Larks in the open Field. 


A A Lark was caught; and finding her ſelf en- 


tangled, could not forbear lamenting her hard Fate. Ah? 


woe is me, ſays ſhe, what Crime have I committed? I 
have taken neither Silver, nor Gold, nor any thing of 
Value; but muſt die for only cating a poor Grain of 
Then... 5 

95 5 Te APPLICATION, 

The irregular Adminiſtration of Juftice in the World, 
is indeed a very melancholy Subject to think of, A 
poor Fellow fhall be hang'd for ſtealing a rotten Sheep, 
perhaps to keep his Family from ſtarving; while one, 


who is already * and opulent, ſhall for that verx 


Reaſon, think himſelf privileg'd to commit almoſt 


any Enormities, But it is neceſſary that a Shew and 
Form of Juſtice ſhould be kept up; otherwiſe, were 
People to be ever ſo great, and ſo ſucceſsful Rogues, 
they would not be able to keep poſſeſſion of, and en- 
joy their Plunder. One of our Poets, in his Deſcrip- 
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Where little Villains muſt ſubmit to Fate, N 
That great ones may enjoy the World in State. 


What a ſad Thing is it to reflect (and the more ſad 
becauſe not to be remedied) that a Man may rob the 
Publick of Millions, and eſcape at laſt; when he that 
is taken picking a Pocket of five Shillings, unleſs he 
knows how to make a Friend, is ſure to ſwing for it. 


J ĩð - 
be Owl and the Graſhopper. 
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A N Owl fat ſleeping in a Tree. But a Graſhopper] 
who was ſinging beneath, would not let her be quiet, 
abuſing her with very indecent and uncivil Language; tel- 
ling her ſhe was a ſcandalous Perſon, who plied a-nights 
to get her Living, and ſhut her ſelf up all day in an hok 
low Tree. The Ow! defir'd her to hold her Tongue and 
be quiet: Notwithſtanding which, ſhe was the more im- 
pertinent. She beg'd of her a ſecond time, to leave off; 
but all to no purpoſe: The Ow!, vext at the heart to find 
that all ſhe ſaid went for nothing, caſt about to inveigle 
ber by a Stratzagem, Well, fays ſhe, fince one ag be 


2 3 


&; kept awake, *tis a pleaſure however to be kept awake by 


| have a Bottle of excellent Nectar, which my Miſtreſs 
| Fallas gave me; if you have a mind, I'll give you a Dram 
to wet your Whiſtle. The Graſhopper, ready to die with 
Thirſt, and, at the fame time, pleas d to be fo compli- 


vility, is not more a neceſſary Duty, than it is eaſy | 


Perſon he offends; and cannot be inhuman to others, 
Without being cruel to his own Nature, * 


ESO SYS FABLES. or 


ſo agreeable a Voice; which, I muſt confeſs, is no ways 
inferiour to the fineſt Harp, And, now I think on't, I 


mented upon Account of her Voice, skip'd up to the 
Place very briskly: when the Owl advancing to meet her, 
ſeiz'd, and without much Delay, made her a Sacrifice to 
ber Revenge: Securing to her ſelf, by the Death of her 
Enemy, a Poſſeſſion of that Quiet, which, during her 
Life · time, ſhe could not enjoy. „ 


Ae APPLICATION. 
Humanity, or what we underſtand by common Ci- 


to practiſe. The, Man that is uilty of ill Manners, 
if he has been bred to know what is meant by Man- 
ners, muſt do Violence to himſelf, as well as to the 


It has been obſerv'd in the Application to the forty 
ſeventh Fable, that People of a captious Temper, be- 
ing generally in the wrong, in taking things ill, which 
were never ſo intended, are likely to be but the more 
perſecuted, in order to be laugh'd out of their Folly, 
and that, not unjuſtly, But, we muſt take care to 
diſtinguiſh; and, when any thing truly impertinent and 
troubleſome has been ſaid or done to another, not to 
repeat it becauſe he takes it ill, but immediately to 
deſiſt from it: eſpecially when he is ſo moderate, as 
to make it his Requeſt two or three times, before he 
proceeds openly to take his Courſe, and do himſelf 
Juſtice, This Point ſhould be well conſider'd; for 
many Quarrels, of very ill Conſequence, have been 
occaſion'd by a raſh unthinking Perſiſtence in the im- 
pertinent Humour before-mention'd, Some young 
People are fond of ſhewing their Wit and-Intrepidity, 
and therefore take ſuch * to do it: and when 


— 
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à Friend is peeviſh (as one may have a private Cauſe 


for being ſo) they will not leave, till they have ral- 
lied them out of it; no, tho' he entreats them ever 
ſo gravely and earneſtly. Whereas, in truth, we have 


no Right to be impertinent with one another to ex- 


tremity ; and tho” there is no Law to puniſh ſuch In- 
civilities as I have been ſpeaking of, ey wil ſcarce 
fail of meeting with a deſerv'd and juſt Chaſtifement, 
ſome way or other. | | ns 


FAB. XCIX. The one-cy'd Doe. 
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41 Sea; and, that ſhe might be the more ſecure from 
harm, ſhe kept her blind Side toward: the Water, from 
whence ſhe had no Apprehenſion of Danger, and with 
the other ſurvey'd the Country as ſhe. fed. By this Vigi- 

luce and Precaution, ſhe thought her ſelf in the utmoſt 

Security; when a fly Fellow with two or three of his 

Companions, who had been poaching after her ſeveral days 


to no purpoſe, at laſt took a Boat, and fetching a Com- 


paſs upon the Sea, came gently down upon her and ſhot 


this 


ber. The Doe, in the Agonics of Death, breath'd out 


N Doe that had but one Eye, us'd to graſe near the 
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this dolefal Complaint; O hard Fate! that I ſhonld receive 
my Death's-wound from that Side whence I expected no 

I, and be fafe in that Part where T look'd for the moſt 

D e 

1 Te APPLICATION. 
Life is ſo full of Accidents and Uncertainties, that; 
with all the Precaution we uſe, we can never be ſaid 
to be entirely free from Danger. And tho'thereis but 
one Way for us to come into the World, the Paſſa- 
ges to let us out of it are innumerable, So that we 
may guard our ſelves againſt the moſt viſible and 
threatning Ills as much as we pleaſe; but we ſhall 
ſtill leave an. unguarded Side to a thouſand latent Miſ- 
chiefs which lie in Ambuſh round about us. 
Quid quifque vitet, nunquam homini ſatis 
Cautum oft in horas | 

The Moral therefore which ſuch a RefleQion ſuggeſts 
to us is, to be neither too ſecure, nor too ſollicitous 
about the Safety of our Perſons; as it is impoſlible for 
us to be always out of Danger, ſo would it be unrea- 
fonable and unmanly to be always in Fear of that 
which it is not in our Power to prevent, 
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F AB. 255 never Fiſh and the Sen Fiſh. 
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fi HE Waters of a River being mightily ſwell'd by a 
great Flood, the Stream ran down with a violent 
Current, and by its rapid Force carried a huge Barblealong 
; with it into the Sea. This Freſh-water Spark was no 
ſooner come into a new Climate, but he began to give 
þ himſelf Airs, to talk big, and look with Contempt upon 
pl the Inhabitants of the Place. He boaſted that he was of 
4 a better Country and Family than any among them, for 
| which Reaſon they ought to give Place to him, and pay 
him Reſpe& accordingly, A fine large Mullet that hap- 
: nd to ſwim near him, and heard his inſolent Language, 
bid him hold his filly Tongue; for, if they ſhould be taken 
| by Fiſhermen, and carried to Market, he would ſoon be 
$3 convinc'd who ought to have the Preference: We, ſays = 
1 he, ſhould be bought: up, at any Price, for Tables of the 
| _ firſt Quality, and you fold to the Poor for little or no« 
| thing. 


The APPLICATION. 

It proceeds from a want either of Senſe or Breed- 
ing, or both, when Foreigners ſpeak flightly of the 4 
Cannpy they _—_ to be in, and cry up their "OD 


£80 P's FABLES. uy 
It is indeed natural to have an Affection for one's 
own native Place; nor can we perhaps in our Mind 
help preferring it before any other: But it is cer- 
tainly, both imprudent and unmannerly to expreſs 
this in another Country, to People whoſe Opinions 
it muſt needs contradict, by the ſame Rule that it 
pleaſes our own. | | | 
But however, granting that there is a certain Dif- 
ference between Countries, ſo as to make one great- 
ly preferable, in the generality of Opinions, to ano- 
ther, yet what has this to do with the Merit of par- 
ticular Perſons? or why ſhould any one value himſelf _ 
upon an Advantage over others, which is purely ow- - 
ing to Accident? It muſt be from ſome uſeful or 
agreeable Talent in our ſelyes, that we are to me- 
rit the Eſteem of Mankind; and if we ſhine in a ſu- 
perior e of Virtue or Wiſdom, whatever our na- 
tive Air happen'd to be, virtuous and wiſe Men of 


every Nation under Heaven, will pay us the Regard 
and the Acknowledgements we deſerve. 


FAB. CI. Æſop at Play. 
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AN -Athenian one Day found Z#fop at Play with a 
4 Company of little Boys, at their childith "— | 
7 = | age 


to ridicule him, took a Bow unſtrung and laid it upon 
the Ground, Then, calling the cenſorious Athenian, Now, 


tell us what the unſtraia d Bow implies. The Man, after 


fiderable time to no purpoſe, at laſt gave it up, and de- 
'clar'd he knew not what to make of it. Why, ſays 


break preſently; But, if you let it go flack, it will be 


be Mind of Man is like a Bow, in this reſpe&; 
for if it be kept always intent upon Bufinefs, it will 


wou 
verſions ſooth and flacken it, and keep it im a Condi- 
tion to be exerted to the beſt Advantage, upon Occa - 


-criſy, when People cenſure and are offended at the | 
'Liberties which others uſe in thus relaxing their Minds. 
Sloth and Idleneſs, by which we neglect the Proſe- | 
._  cution of our neceſſary Affairs, muſt be condemn'd by | 
all means; But thoſe that know how to difpatch the 
proper Buſinefs of Life well and ſeaſonably enough, 
need be under no 1 of being ſurpriz'd at 
their Diverſions, i 


Some Men and Women are uſeleſs and untractable in 
every Circumſtance of Life; and ſome Children ſo 1 
engaging and entertaining, with an agreeable unde. le 
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and began to jeer and laugh at him for it. The old Fel. 
low, who was too much a Wag himſelf to ſuffer others 
Philoſopher, ſays he, expound this Riddle if you can, and 


racking his Brains, and ſcratching his Pate about it a con- 


Zſop laughing, if you keep a Bow always bent, twill 


fitter for Uſe when you want it, 
Te APPLICATION. 


either break and be good for nothing, or lofe that 
Spring and Energy, which is requir'd in one who 
bs acquit himſelf with Credit. But Sports and Di- 


— £5.  pand A. mw roms. 4a” 


ſion. | | | 
It proceeds either from Pride, Il nature, or Hypo- 


they have nothing diſhoneſt in j 


they are proper, ſo-it is no great matter how they are 


follow'd; we may, if we like it, as well play with 


As theſe Amuſements ought to be allow d, becauſe 
Children, as Men; and rather, if we. find they can þ 


divert us better, which is not very ſeldom the Caſe :: 
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ſign'd Mixture of Innocence and Cunning, that the 


Company of the latter is, many times, the more pre- 
ferable and diverting. | 2 
Perhaps this is one of thoſe Paſſages of Life, which 
one would not care to expoſe to the prying curious 
World, becauſe the generality of People have not 
Virtue and Taſte enough to give into it, But Scipio and 
Lelius e = 5 | 
— — nugari & diſcincti ludere donec 
Decoqueretur olus ſoliti — | 


would have excus'd, if not approv'd it: Nor was the 


great Ageſilaus aſham'd, when he was ſurpriz'd riding. 


_—_— his Hall upon a Hobby-horſe, with his Chil- 
ten, „„ 11 
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A Jack-daw, obſerving that the Pidgeons in a certain 


+ Dove-cote liv'd well, and wanted for nothing, white - 


waſh'd his Feathers, and endeavouring to look as much 
like a Dove as he could, went and liy'd among them. The 


& Pidgeonss | 
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Pidgeons, not diſtinguiſhing him as long as he kept ſilent; 
forbore to give him any Diſturbance, But at laſt he for- 
got his Character, and began to chatter ; by which the 
Pidgeons diſcovering what he was, flew upon him, and 
beat him away from the Meat, ſo that he was oblig'd to 
fly back to the Jack-daws again. They, not knowing 
kim in his diſcolour d Feathers, drove him away like- 
wiſe: So that he who had endeavour'd to be more than 
he had a right to, was not permitted to be any thing 
at all. | FR „„ = + ol 
| r 


The pretending to be of Principles which we are 
not, either out of Fear, or any Proſpect of Advan- 
tage, is a very baſe vile thing; and whoever is guil- 
ty of it deſeryes to meet with ill Treatment from all 
Sorts and Conditions of Men. But the beſt of it is, 
there is no fear of ſuch Counterfeits impoſing upon 
the World long in a Diſguiſe ſo contrary to their own 
Nature: let them but open their Mouths, and, like 
the Day in the Fable, they immediately proclaim their 
Kind. If they ſhould deceive for a-while, by appear- 
ing in an unqueſtionable Place, or hanging out falſe 
Colours, yet, if touch'd upon the right String, they 

would be diſcover'd in an Inſtant; the Greeks, at the 
ſacking of Troy, were, at firſt, impos'd upon by ſome 
Trojans who fought in Grecian Armour: but preſently 
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Agnoſcunt, atque ora ſono diſcordia ſignant. Virg' 
they were treated as all Hypocrites ſhould be; For, when 
People are acting a wrong Part, their very Voice be- 
trays them: they either cannot act their Part ſuffi cĩent- 
Iy, or they over-act it: And which- ever is the Caſe, 
a Man of Diſcretion and Honour will be ſure to di- 
ſtinguiſh and to diſcountenance ſuch pitiful Impoſtors, 
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FA B. lll. The Sow. and the Bitch. 
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A Sow and a Bitch happening to meer, a Debate aroſe 

betwixt them concerning their Fruitfulneſs. The Bitch 
| inſiſted. upon it, that ſhe brought more at à Litter, and 
WH ofiner, than any other four-leg'd Creature. Ay, ſays the 
Sow, you do indeed, but you are always in ſo much 
haſte about it, that you bring your Puppies into the word 
blind. 


Tr APPLICATION. 


The more Haſte the worſe Speed, is a moſt excellent 
Proverb, and worthy to be worn upon ſome conſpi- 
cuous Part of our Dreſs. or Equipage, that it may 1 
5 give us a proper Check, when we go about any thing RF 
of Importance; which otherwiſe we might be apt t = 

purſue with too much Hurry and Precipitation. It is | 
: no wonder our Productions ſhould come into the 
4 World blind, or lame, or otherwiſe defective, when 
by unnatural Methods we accelerate their Birth, and 
refuſe to let them go their full Time. 

And if a haſty Publication be ſuch a Crime, what 
muſt it be to brag and make Profeſſion of it in Pre- 
: faces and Dedications, as Practice of er un 20 

| | ure 


how much they 
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or wilful Neglect of the Author. 
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Sure ſuch Writers fanſy the World will admire their 
Parts, when _ endeavour thus to conyince them 

ave wrote; and how little Time and 
Pains they have beſtow'd upon it. But however, the 


Advertiſements and Hints they give us of this Kind 


may be ſo far uſeful, as to induce us to take them at 
their Words, and ſpare our ſelves the Trouble of pe- 
ruſing a Treatiſe, which they aſſure us beforehand is 
incorrect and faulty through the Idleneſs, Impatience, 
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75 Ae being ſein d by an Eagle, ſqueak d out in a moſt 


woful Manner. A Sparrow that fat upon a Tree 


Juſt by and ſaw it, could not for bear being unſeaſonably 


_ Witty, but call'd out and faid to the Hare; So ho! what, 


8 deyouriog of him in an Inſtant, The Hare, who was 


fit there and be kilFd? pr'ythee, up and away; I dare fay, 
if you would but try, fo ſwift a-Creature as you are would 
eaſily eſcape from the Eagle. As he was going on with 
bis cruel Railery, down came a Hawk and fnapt him up; 
and, notwithſtanding his vain Cries and Lamentations, fell 


juſt 


4 4, 
„ 8 


AB. C IV. The Sparrow and the Hare! 


r TT COLI SEEY 


rin, grape oo 


0 ww kf ft. oo we 


* 2 


_ #$80P% FABLES. 181 
Juſt expiring, yet receiv'd Comfort from this Accident, 
even in the Agonies of Death; and addreſſing her laſt 
Words to the Sparrow, ſaid, You, who juſt now inſultec 
my Misfortune, with ſo much Security, as you thought, 
may pleaſe to ſhew us how well you can bear the like,. 
now it has befalles pn. 


Nothing is more impertinent than for People to be 

ring en Opinion and Advice, in Caſes, in which, 
were they to be their own, themfelves would be as 
much at a Loſs what to do. But ſo great an Iteh 
have moſt Men to be Directors im the Affairs of others, 
either to ſhew the Superiority of their * | 
or their own Security and Exemption from the IIIs 
they would have remov'd, that they forwardly and 
eonceitedly obtrude their Counſel, even at the Ha- 
zard of their own Safety and Repatation, There have 
been Inſtances of thoſe, who, either officioufly, or 
for the Jeſt's ſake, have ſpent much of their Time in 
reading Lectures of Oeconomy to the reſt of the 
World; when at the ſame time, their own ill Husban-- 
dry has been ſuch, that they were forc'd to quit their 
Dwelling and take Lodgings, while their Goods were 
fold to make a Compoſition for the Debts which they 

ow'd to petty Tradeſmen, ET * 
Without giving more Examples of this Kind, of 
which every one may furniſh; himſelf with enough 
from his own Obſervation, we cannot but conclude;. 
that none are greater Objects of Ridicule, than they 
who thus merrily aſſume a Character, which, at the 
fame time, by ſome Incidents of their Life, they con- 
vince us of their being ſo unfit for. h ps 
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FAB. CV. Cæſar and the Slave. 
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As Tiberius Caſar was upon a Progreſs to Naples once, 


he put in at a Houſe he had upon the Mountain Mi- 


 fenus; which was built there by Eucullus, and commanded 


a near View of the Tuſcan Sea, having a diſtant Proſpect 
even of that of Sicily, Here, as he was walking in the 
Gardens and Wilderneſſes of a moſt delightful Verdure; 


one of his domeſtic Slaves which belong'd to that !Jouſe, 


putting himſelf into a moſt alert Poſture and Dreſs, ap- 
pear'd in one of the Walks where the Emperor happen'd 
to be, ſprinkling the Ground with a Watering-por,. in 
order to lay the Duſt ; and this he did ſo officiouſly, that 
he was taken notice of, and even laugh'd at: for. he ran. 


thro private Alleys and Turnings, from one Walk to ano- 


ther; ſo that, where-ever the Emperor went, he ſtill found 
this Fellow mighty buſy with his Watering-pot. But at 
laſt, his Deſign being diſcover d, which was, That he fan- 
fied Ceſar would be fo touch d with this Diligence of his, 
as to make him free; (part of which Ceremony conſi- 

ſted in 1 10 the Slave a gentle Stroke on one ſide of his 


3 has s Im * Majeſty being diſpos d to be merry, 
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call'd him to him; and when the Man came up, full of 
joyful Expectations of his Liberty, Heark you, Friend, 
fays he, I have obſerv'd: that you have been very buſy a. 
great while; but it was impertinently buſy, in officiouſſy 
medling where you had nothing do do, while you might 
have employ'd your Time better elſewhere ; and there- 


fore I muſt be ſo free as to teil you, that you have mi- ” | 


ſtaken your Man; I can't afford a Box o the Ear at ſo 
. low a Price as you bid for it, OE a 
Te APPLICATION. 
© Phaarus. tells us, upon his Word, that this is a true 
Story; and that he writ it for the Sake of a Set of in- 
duſtrious idle Gentlemen at Rome, who were haraſs'd 
and fatigu'd with a- daily Succeſſfion- of Care and 
Trouble, becauſe they had nothing to do: always in 
a hurry, but without Buſineſs : buſy, but to no Pur- 
poſe : labouring under a voluntary Neceſlity ; and ta- 
king abundance of Pains to ſhew they were good for 
nothing. Ik Sas | | 
But what great Town or City is fo intirely free 
from this Sect, as to render the Moral of this Fable 
uſeleſs any where? for it points at all thoſe officions 
good-natur'd People, who are eternally running up 
and down to ſerve their Friends without doing them 
any good: who, by a Complaiſance wrong judg*d or 


ill applied, diſpleaſe while they: endeavour to ol ße: , 


and are never doing leſs to the Purpoſe, than w 
they are moſt employ'd, How ny are there who 
think themſelves intitled to good Poſts from the Go-= 
vernment, only for having been: Dabblers in Politics, 
all their Lives, to the Neglect and Prejudice of their 
proper Callings, for never failing to enquire the News 
of the Day of their Acquaintarice, and expreſſing a 
hearty Satisfaction, or a deep Concern,.as the Account 
given has affected them ? | 5 . 
There is another Sort, who are ſo concern'd leſt 
you ſhould find out that they are mere Ciphers in 
Life, that, they over-a&@ their Part, and are ever in a 
Hurry; who appear at Coffee-houſes, and other pub- 
lic Places, looking about eagerly for one with w _ 
„„ | | may 


& k | 
1 
ö 
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they have no Buſineſs, and wanting to be ask'd toſlay, 


that they may have an Oportunity of telling you they 


| cannot poſſibly do it. People of this Caſt always 


ſubſcribe their Letters, with a Yours in great Haſte, 
tho” they write to you only becauſe they have no- 


In a Word, this Fable is deſign'd for the Refor- 
mation of all thoſe who endeayour to raiſe to them- 


thing elſe to do. 


ſelves Merit and Applauſe from a miſapplied Induſtry. 


Tis not our being buſy and officious that will pro- 
cure us the Eſteem of Men of Senſe; but the intend- 


ing and contriving our Actions to ſome noble uſeful 


Purpoſe, and for the general Good of Mankind. 
FAB. CVI. The Sheep-Biter. „ 
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A Certain Shepherd had a Dog, upon whoſe Fidelity 
A he relied very much; for whenever he had an Oc- 
_ cafion to be abſent himſelf, he committed the Care and 
Tuition of his Flock to the Charge of this Dog; and, to 
encourage him to do his Duty chearfully, he fed him con- 
ſtantly with ſweet Curds and Whey, and ſometimes threw 
bim a Cruſt or two extraordina y. Yet, notwithſtanding 

„ 1 0 this, 
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ES OP FABLES. 187 
this, no ſooner was his Back turn'd, but the treacherous 
Cur fell foul upon the Flock, and de vour d the Sheep, in- 
ſtead of guarding and defending them. The Shepherd, be- 


ing inform d of this, was reſolvd to hang him; and the 
Dog, when the Rope was about his Neck, and he was 


juſt going to be tied up, began to expoſtulate with his 


Maſter, asking him, why he was ſo unmercifully bent a- 


gainſt him who was bis own Servant and Creature, and 
had only committed one or two Crimes; and why he 
did not rather execute Revenge upon the Wolf, who was 


a conſtant, open, and declar'd Enemy? Nay, replies the 


Shepherd, tis for that very Reaſon: that I think you ten 
times more worthy of Death than bim; From him I ex- 
pected nothing but Hoſtilities, and therefore could guard 


againſt him: You ! depended upon as a juſt and faithful 
Servant, and fed and encouragd you accordingly; and 
therefore your 'Freachery is the more notorious, and your 


Ingratitude the more unpardonable. 
Te APPLICATION. 


No Injuries are ſo bitter, and ſo inexcuſable as tboſe 
which proceed from Men whom we truſted as Friends, 


and in whom we plac'd a Confidence. An open Ene- 


my, however inveterate, may over-power and deſtroy 


us, or perbaps may hurt and affli us only in ſome 
Meaſure; but, as ſuch a Treatment cannot furprize 
us, becauſe. we expected no leſs, neither can it give 
us half the Grief and Uneafineſs of Mind, which we 
are apt to fee] when we find our ſelves wrong'd by 
the Treachery and Falſhood of a Friend, When the 
Man whom we. truſted and eſteem'd proves injurious 
to us, it is a Calamity ſo cruelly complicated in its 


Circumſtances, that it involves us in a Grief of many _ 


Folds, and multiplies the Sum of our Infelicity. At 
one and the ſame time we find a Foe where we leaſt 
expected, and loſe a Friend when we moſt wanted 
him ; which muſt be as ſevere and piercing, as it is 
fudden and ſurprizing. It is natural therefore for our 
Reſentment, to be in proportion to our ſenſe of ſuch 


2n Injury ; and that we ſhould wilh the Puniſhment 


- 
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185 ASOP's FABLES. 
ſo extraordinary a Crime may be, at leaſt, as great ay 
that which uſually attends an ordinary one. 
This will be the Caſe in private Inſtances, when 
we are betray'd by a Friend or Servant: And, as the 
Adminiſtrators of a Nation, of whatever ſort, or 
how high ſoever their Stations may be, are, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, but Servants of the Public, and are intruſted 
with the Welfare and Happineſs of a whole People, 
when they are found to betray that Truſt, and to prey 
upon the Vitals of thoſe whom they were employ'd 
to protect, they ſhould think themſelves us'd with 
Tenderneſs and Clemency, if they ſuffer no greater 
Puniſhment for their Offences, than what is generally 
executed upon ordinary common Robbers. 


FAB. CVII. The Thief and the Dog. 
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A Thief coming to rob a certain Houſe in the Night, 
was diſturb'd in his Attempt by a fierce vigilant Dog, 
who kept barking at him continually. Upon which the 
Thief, thinking to ſtop his Mouth, threw him a Piece of 
Bread: But the Dog refus'd it with Indignation; telling 
him that, before, he only ſuſpected him to be a bad my ; 


SOP FABLES. 187 
but now, . upon his offering to bribe him, he was con- 


firm'd in his Opinion; and there as he was intruſted with 
the Guardianſhip of his Maſter's Houſe, he ſhould never 


ceaſe barking while ſuch a Rogue as he lay lurking a+ 
bout it, | . = | 


Te APPLICATION. 


A Man who is 'very free in his Proteſtations of 


Friendſhip, or Offers of great Civility, upon the firſt 
Interview, may meet with Applauſe and Eſteem 
from Fools, but contrives his Schemes of that ſort 
to little or no Purpoſe, in the Company of Men of 
denſe; bs | 


| —timeo Danaos, & dona ferentes, Virg. 


It is a common and known Maxim to ſuſpe& an 
Enemy, even the more, for his endeavouting to con- 


vince us of his Benevolence; becauſe the oddneſs of 


the thing puts us upon our Guard, and makes us con- 


clude that ſome pernicious Defign muſt be couch'd 


under ſo ſudden and unexpected a turn of Behaviour: 
But it is no unneceflary Caution, to be upon the 
Watch againſt even indifferent People, when we per- 
ceive them uncommonly forward in their approaches 
of Civility and Kindneſs. The. Man. who, at firſt 
Sight, makes us an Offer, which is due only to par- 
ticular and well-acquainted Friends, muſt be either a 
Knave, and intends by ſuch a Bait to draw us into his 
Nets, or a Fool, with whom we ought to avoid hav- 
ing any Communication, / 5 | 
Thus far the Confideration of this Fable may be 


uſeful to us in private Life; what it contains farther 
in relation to the Public is, That a Man truly honeft 


will never let his Mouth be ſtop'd with a Bribe; but, 


the greater the Offer is which is deſign'd to buy his 


Silence, the louder and more conftantly will he open 
againſt the Miſcreants who would praQtiſe it upon him, 


But ſuch a one is „ 
Rara avis in terris nigroque ſimillima cygno. 
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it in little Ale-houſes, and made a ſhift, by the help 
of thoſe narrow confin'd Walls, to pleaſe the dull Sots 
who heard him; from hence entertain'd an Ambition of 
ſhewing his Parts upon the public Theatre; where he 
fanſied he could not fail of raiſing a great Reputation and 


Fortune, in a very ſhort time, He was accordingly admit- 


ted upon Trial; but the Spaciouſneſs of the Place, and 
the Throng of the People, fo deaden'd and weaken'd both 
his Voice and Inſtrument, that ſcarce either of them could 
be heard; and where they could, it ſounded ſo poor, ſo 
low, and wretched, in the Ear of his refin'd Audience, that 
He was univerſally hiſs d and exploded: off the Stage. 
„„ 
When we are commended for our Performances by 
1 of much Flattery or little Judgment, we ſhould 
be ſure not to value our ſelves upon it; for want of 
which, many a vain unthinking Man has at once ex- 
os'd and loft himſelf to the World. A Buffoon may 
de very agreeable to a Company diſpos'd to be 


A Fellow that-us'd to play upon his Harp, and ſing to | 
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ful over a Glaſs of a Wine, who would not be fit to 
open his Mouth in a Senate, or upon a Subject where 


ſound Senſe and a grave and ſerious Behaviour are 


expected. Tis not the diverting little, inſignificant, 


injudicious Audience or Society, Which can gain us 


a proper Eſteem, or inſure our Succeſs in a Place 
which calls for a Performance of the firſt Rate; we 
ſhould have either allow'd Abilities to pleaſe the moſt 


refin'd Taſtes, or Judgment enough to know that we 


want them, and to have a care how we ſubmit our 
ſelves to the Trial, And if we have a mind to pur- 
ſue a juſt and true Ambition, 'tis not ſufficient that 
we ſtudy barely to pleaſe, but it is of greateſt mo- 
ment, whom we pleaſe, and in what reſpect: other- 
wiſe, we may not only loſe our Labour, but make 
our ſelyes ridiculous into the bargain, | 


FAB. CIX. The two Crabs. 
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her Daughter, and was in a great Paſſion with her for 
ber untoward awkward Gait, which ſhe defir'd her to al- 
ter, and not to move in a Way ſo contradictory to the 
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JT is ſaid to be the Nature of 'a Crab-fiſh to go back- 
wards; However, a Mother Crab one day reprov'd + 
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reſt of the World. Indeed Mother, ſays the young Crab, 
I walk as decently as I can and to the beſt of my Know- 
ledge; but, if you would have me go otherwiſe, I beg 
you would be ſo good as to practiſe it firſt, and ſnew me, 
by your own Example, bow you would have me behaye 
aw 4 LICATION:. 
© The Man who is ſo impertinent as to rebuke others 
fora Misbehaviour of which he himſelf is guilty, muſt 
de either a Hypocrite, a ſenſeleſs Creature, or an im- 
pudent Fellow. It is ſtrange that Mankind, being ſo 
apt to act wrong in moſt particulars, ſhould at the 
fame time, be ſo prone to Calumny and Detraction. 
One would think that they who err ſo notoriouſly and 
frequently themſelyes, ſhould be rather tender in con- 
cealing, than officious jn carping at the Faults of their 
Fellow-ſinners; *efpecially, conſidering that it is na- 
tural to be miſ-led by our Paſſions and Appetites in- 
to ſome Exceſs or other, but unnatural and inhuman 
to impeach others of Miſcarriages, of which our ſelyes 
are equally guilt. | 
Cum tua prævideas oculis mala lippus inunttis, 
Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis achtum, 
am aut aquila, aut ſerpens Epidaurius? Hor, 
Granting it were ever ſo proper, or ſo. much our 
Duty to find Fault with others, yet we muſt have a 
great ſhare of Impudence, if we can bear to do it 
while we know our. ſelves liable to the ſame Impu- 
tations. Example js a thouſand times more inſtructive, 
or at leaft perſuaſive, than Precept; For, tho' the 
Rules for Virtue were even more preſſing and nume- 
rous than they are, yet Tet but the Faſhion run upon 
Vice, as it moſt commonly does, and you ſee how 
ready and conformable the World thews it ſelf to 
every Part of it. e 
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FAB. CX. The Thief and the Boy. 
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| Boy ſat weeping upon the Side of a Well. A Tbief 
happening to come by juſt at the ſame time, ask d 
him why he wept. The Boy, ſighing and ſobbing, re- 
plied, the String was broke, and a filver Tankard was 
fallen to the Bottom of the Well, Upon this, the Thief 
pull'd off his Cloths, and went down into the Well to 
look for it; where, having grop'd about a good while to 
no purpoſe, he came up again, but found neither his 
Cloths nor the Boy; that little arch Diſſembler having run 
away with them. 3% ob vo | 
Te APPLICATION... 
However Juſtice may be but little praQis'd and 
purſu'd by particular Men-in the common Courſe of 
their Actions, yet every one readily agrees that it 
ought to be kept up and enforc'd, by the ſevereſt Pe- 
nal Laws, in reſpe& to the Public in general. Ma- 
ny a one can ſcarce forbear robbing and defrauding 
another when it is in his power to do it with Impu- 
nity; but, at the ſame time, he dreads being robb'd 
and defrauded again, as much as if he were the moſt 
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192 SOP; FABLES. 
innocent Man living; and is as ſevere in F 
the Offenders; which proves that an unjuſt Man is deli. 

| berately wicked, and abhors the Crime in another 
which he dares commit himfelf, 

»Tis for this reaſon, that the greater Part of Man. 
kind like well enough to have Puniſhment inflied 
upon thoſe who do wrong; and accordingly ſubmit 
themſelves to be govern'd peaceably and quietly by 
the Laws of their Country, upon the Proſpect of 
ſeeing Juſtice executed upon all thoſe, who do them 
any Injury, And, however a tender Nature may 
ſhrink at rhe Sight, and commiſerate the Condition, 
of a fuffering MalefaQor, yet in the main we may 
obſerve that People are pleas'd and ſatisfied when the 
Sword of Juſtice is unſheath'd; and multitudes will 


. 


eyen crowd to be Spectators when the finiſhing Stroke 


is given. 1 TT, | 
t what affords us the greateſt Pleaſure upon ſuch 
Occaſions, is, when we are entertain'd with a view 
of Juſtice, acting as it were in Perſon, and puniſh 
ing Cheats and Trickſters, by making their own Con- 
trivances inſtrumental in it, and by ordering, as in 
the Fable, that their Wickedneſs may fall upon their. 
— nec Lex eff juſtior uils © | 
uam necis artifices arte perire ſus, Ovid. 
One would not defire a more ſtrict Puniſhment for 
fharping Knaves, than that they ſhould be caught in 
their own Traps. | bank ate way 
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FAB. CXT. 2 and the Woodman. 
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Man was feling a Tree on the Bank of a River; and 
chance, let his Hatchet flip out of his Hand, which 
dropt 46 the Water, and immediately funk to the Bot- 
tom, Being therefore in great Diſtreſs for the Joſs of his 
Tool, he fat down and bemoan'd himſelf moſt lamenta- 
by. Upon this, Mercury appear'd to him, and, being in- 
form'd of the cauſe of his Complaint, div'd to the Bot- 
tom of the Riyer, and coming up again ſhew'd the Man 
a golden Hatchet, demanding if that were his. He denied 
that it was. Upon which Mercury div'd: a ſecond time, 
and brought up a ſilver one, The Man refus d it, alledg · 
ing likewiſe that this was not his. He div'd a third time, 
and fetch'd up the individual Hatchet the Man had loſt; 
upon Sight of which the poor Wretch was overjoy'd, and 
took it with all Humility and Thankfulneſs. ' Mercury was 
ſo pleas'd with the Fellow's Honeſty, that he gave him 
the other two into the bargain, as a Reward for his juſt 
dealing, The Man goes to his Companions, and giving 
them an Account. of - what had happen'd, one of them 
went e to the River's * and let his Hatchet ' 
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1 Coachman hearing one of the Wheels of his 
1 Coach ereak, was ſurprizd; but more eſpecially 
when he perceiv'd” that it was the worſt Wheel of the 
whole Set, and which he thought had but little Pretence 
to take ſuch a Liberty. But, upon his demanding the 
Reaſon why it did ſo, the Wheel yeplied, that it was na- 
tural for People, who labour d under any A ffliction or In- 
firmity, to complain. 1 ao a egg dee N 
%“ CHIMNET. 2 
Tho we 3 deſire to give vent to the ful- 
neſs of our Heart when it is charg'd with Grief, and 
tho' by uttering our Complaints we may happen to 
move the Compaſſion of thoſe. that hear us, yet, e- 
very thing conlider'd, it is beſt to repreſs and keep 
them to our ſelves; or, if we muſt let our Sorrow 
ſpeak, to take care that it is done in Solitude and Re- 
tirement. What the Poets mention as a uſual thing 
with Lovers, would not be amiſs in thoſe who are 
under any froward Calamity, which cannot be kept 
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„er, to utter it to the Woods and Mountains, and 
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if to call the Rocks and Rivers to witneſs to the Cruel. 
| ty of their Deſtiny : That is, if they muſt ſhew any 
Weakneſs or Impatience under the Preſſure of adverſe 
Fortune, to do it as privately as they can. For tho 
the . a ſoft-hearted Perſon may be 
drawn forth ſometimes by imparting the Bitterneſs of 
1 our Condition, yet all thoſe who. are acquainted with 
PRE. Þ, JV Eo ct 
= Cura leves loquuntur; ingentes ſtupent. | 
| '\ will be apt to think us troubleſome and importunate; 
and conclude that, if our Hardſhips were ſo great a; 
we would have People believe, we could not bear to 
18 talk of them ſo frequently and abundantly, as ſome. 
i %% ²ᷣĩ¾ » (( 
if But beſides, nothing is more * true than 
_ that it is much bappier for us to ſhare the Envy tha 
the Pity of Mankind. And if the firſt of theſe is by 
no means eligible if we could avoid it, how much 
more ought we to take care to give as little Occaſion 
as poſſible for the latter? Scarce any one is enviel 
without poſſeſſing ſomething valuable, or at leaſt de. 4 
ſirable; but, we no ſooner become Objects of Pig, v 
v. 
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than we are found out to be deficient in ſome reſped 
or other, and perhaps unfit and unequal for the Com- 
pany and Acquaintance, with which. we formerly con- pl 
vers'd. Upon the whole, tho' we are pitied, we ſhall 
-be never the more efteem'd for being miſerable; and br 
if we can but appear happy, ten to one but we ſhall ” 
be belov'd:incounſe, rr rg 4 4 
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FAB. CxIII. The | Man and his wooden God. 
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on 
ied A Man 3 a e God, wot hight it every day; 
de. and, among other things, pray'd particularly for 
„wealth. becauſe his Circumſtances were but low. But 
2 when he had continued to do this for many days to no 


purpoſe, in a Paſſion at the Diſapointment, he took the 
al Image by the Legs, knock'd it againſt the Pavement, and 
broke it in Pieces; upon which, à great quantity of Mony, 
nal WY which had been inclos d within. it, flew about the Room. 

The Man no ſooner perceiv d this, but, addreſſing himſelf 
1 5 to the Idol, Thou obſtinate, perverſe Deity, ſays he, who, 
while 1 humbly befought thee, badſt ne regard to my 
Prayers, but now thou — us d Ill, and broken to Pieces, 
doſt pour forth good things 1 in _ 2 * Abundance 
than I could delire. * 


The APPLICATION. 


This is a Fable of a ve extraordinary compoſf. 
tion, if, as the ancient Mythologiſts ſay, it is deſign'd 
2 fign 5 no more than, That where fair means will 
| * muſt be 1 Indeed ſome Natures are 
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fo very rowgh and untractable, that gentle, e and 
ate Trea 


moder mem are thrown away upon 

they muſt be wrought upon like ſtubborn Metals, 

Blows frequently and — ech. But — — 
all this to do wir Religion and-the Worſhip of God? 


The Fable is uſeleſs in that — unleſe we conſi- 


der it in this Light, that the Adoration of Images is 


the meſt flupid part of Religion: chat ever was inven- 


ted, How any of the fober ſenſible Heathen World 
could be deluded, fo as to give into ſuch an unreaſon- 
able Piece of Devotion, is aftonifhing; or how they 
could ſuppoſe that a ſenſeleſs Stock or Stone, which 
had neicher Life nor Motion in it, could underſtand 
their Complaints, and redreſs their Grievances: ſuch 
a Suppofirios muft be monſtroufly abſurd and fooliſh, 


But what then muſt we think of thoſe Chriſtians who 


blindly run into the ſame Practice? tho“ they have an 
acknowledg'd and receiv'd Command from the God 
they wor ſhip, p, en forbidding it. What was on- 
ly Stupidity in the Heathens, in om is groſs Wicked. 


neſs and e impudent Impiety. the People 


—.— d e . believe that ah 2 right, may 
taught to ſwa carry on he T conſequently are 
e Trade of W. 


] ; 1 
* — 
; F . — 2 ; 1 : # 5 2 
v 3 2 @ 5 0 x - > 4 7 oy 8 > * * , 4 25 
< * n 
N 
+ . 8 4 1 
* * 1 ; „ p @ 
” = N 4 2 


i” „ee ind Dig hg ef bp 


e 2 


BIOPHFARLES, | * 
ran xx. * Ric ng the Well. 


g mounted ypon pe Roof Poe 2 Shed, and 
Erin olf belg 18 bim With alf f manner 

1 oa Ig 1 85 (4 Icky 

pie 


| > oat. looking oh, e- 
Hen; : Vai | 1 

you wer 53 for 1 loo TEE Sr 

as 88 "oP . bur ir 


you. . 


To 2 0 ive ill Language is very upecomin 
not on! entlemen in paft war, but Me fin deere 
nor can we eaſily determine Whether Coutage {= "Man: 


fn Rh bxing 8 
n a ge 1 "IJ 


ners are moſt ne in the Perlen who given P — 


4 ONT f a EE e 


Toke by t e Place 

cencies with” ity, hoy ve ver is fs ma. 

9 ſeöt-fres, ke is vt o' pay for it in Bis 
a 


tion; it Peil * e we Thould” think him 
a Man 'of Hohour,”wh6 En eavours td yo und ub from 
the” Advantage df the Place in Which he happens 4 


be, and 10 e us u al Terms 
| * Oo" * | When- 


ye 


Me 4) = 2 1 1/ + 4) nt HOG IDE; lead Se AE Gt ae Ne — - —— — 2 
4 6448 — " . th - * 2 9 


f 


100 AMSOPr9 FABLES. 

Whenever therefore we are,attack'd by one whom 
the Company we are in, or ſome other Circumſtance 
makes it improper or impracticable for us to come at, 
let us wiſely curb our Paſſions of Reſentment, by con- 
ſidering, that it is not. the ſilly. Perfon who ſpeaks, 
but ſome Situation, by which he is ſecur'd, that ut- 
ters the Reproach againſt us. The ſame Reflection 
may ſerve alſs to divert, inftead of exaſperating us, 
at the impotent Malice of thoſe poor Spirits, wha, at 
the fame time · that they take advantage of a Place w 
brandiſn their infamous Tongues againſt us, ſhew how 
much they fear us, and. that they durſt not do it, un- 
leſs they knew themſelves to be out of the reach of 
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=_— A Lion having taken a young. Bullock, ſtood over and 
= X was juſt a going to devour it, when a Thief ſtept 

in and cried Halves with him. No Friend, ſays the Lion, 
you are too apt to take what is not your Due, and there- 
fore I ſhall have nothing to ſay to you. By chance, a poor h 
honeſt Traveller happen d to come that way, and ſeeing 5 
dhe Lion, modeſtly and timorouſly withdrew, intending WM < 
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to go another Way. Upon which, the generous Beaſt. 
with a courteous affable Bebaviour, defir'd- him to come 
forward, and partake with hit in that to which his Me- 
deſty and Humility had given him fo good a Title. Then, 
dividing the Prey into two equal Parts, and- feaſting him- 


ſelf upon one of them, be retir'd into the Woods, and 5 


— 


left the -Place clear for the, honeſt man to, come in and 


The APPLICATION. 
There is na one but will readily allow this Beha- + 


viour of the Lion to have been commendable and juſt ; 


notwithſtanding which, Greedineſs and Importunity 
never fai to thrive and attain their Ends, while Mo- 
deſty ſtarves, and is for ever poor. NEE is more 
diſagreeable to quiet reaſonable: Men, than thoſe that 
are petulant, forward, and craving, in ſoliciting for 
their Favours: and yet Favours are ſeldom beſtow'd 
but upon ſuch as have extorted them by theſe teazing 
offenſive Means. Every Patron, When he ſpeaks his 
real Thoughts, is ready to acknowledge that the mo- 
deſt Man has the beſt Title to his Eſteem; yet he ſuf- 
ters himſelf, too often, to be preyail'd upon, merely 
by outragious Noiſe, to give that to a ſhameleſs aſſu- 
ming Fellow, which he knows to be juſtly due to the 


ſilent, unapplying, modeſt. Man. 


Horace gives us to underſtand it was otherwiſe in 


the polite Court of Auguſtus; or, however, under 


the Patronage and Tuition of Mæcenas. For certain] 
he had an Eye to the diſpoſal: of ſuch Favours, when 
„„ 13 | e 
Sdead, tacitus paſci 2 poſſet corvus, haberet 

Plus dapis, & rixg multd minus iuvidiaque. 


It would be a laudable thing in a Man in Power to 
make a Reſolution not to confer any adyantageons 


Poſt upon the Perſon that asks for it; as it would free 


bim from importunity, and afford him a quiet Lei- 


ſure, upon any Vacancy, either to conſider with him- 
felt who had deſery'd beſt of their Country, or to 
| ))%CCCCĩ a inquire, 
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2% A 0 N FABLES. 
Itrquiire, and be inform d by thoſe whom he could truſt, 
But, us this is ſeldom or never practis'd, no wonder 
thut we often find the Names of: Men of little Merit 
e te in the phages Prints, as leaf d to conſi- 
derable Stations, Were uncapable n 
the Bublic any other way. Pp 


FAB. CXVI. The Wolf and the Kid. 


"HE Goat ,goivg- Abroad to feed, hut mg ber you 
Kid at home, charging him to bolt the Door 
tal, and open to no body, till ſhe . herſelf mould return. 
Tue Wolf, who lay lurking juſt by, beard this Charge 
given; and ſoon after came and knocked at the Door, 
counterfeiting the Voice of the Goat, and deſiring to be 
admitted. The Kid, locking out- at a Window]. and find- 
ing the Cheat, bid him go about his Buſineſs; for, how- 
ever he might imitate a Goat's Voice, yet he appear d too 
ach e Wolf to be truſted. f ich 


The APPLACATI ON. 
As it is ipo offible that young People ſhould ſteer © 
their Conte n in the World, efore they are 


acquainted with . te _— 'of "the _ ben. 
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y that know him ; 5 he obſtinately con- 


| e 2 he kind Admoniions of: bim; that 12 wiſh'd 


7 f Ae ae and perveriel ly - 11 
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low'd thee ow! Chice; 55 Forever they may 
be aſſur'd of, that; all ſuch Cxaridns' are intended out 


of true Love and Affection, by thoſe who are more 


experienc; aer en themſelves, be ee better 
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1285 FAB. Vn. 
- _ The — the Fox, and the —— 


wo 5 wolf indited the Fox of 5 before * ark 
25 that Occaſion was appointed ſpecial Judge 
of ie Cauſe. The Fox gave id his Anſwer to the Wolf's 
Accuſation, and denied the Fact. So, after a fair hearing 
on both ſides, the Ape gave judgment to this purpoſe. 
I am of Opinion that you, ſays he to the Wolf, never 
loſt the Goods you ſue for: And as for you, turning to 
the Fox, I make no queſtion, ſays he, but you have ſtoln 
What is laid to your Charge, at leaſt. And thus, the 
" Coon was diſmiſs'd with this ORE — -paſt w__ 
"The © APPLICATION, 
A Man that has once blemiſh'd his Credit by Kheve 
will not be beliey'd for the future, even tho” he 
ſhould ſpeak the truth, One would think the Conſi- 
Jeracion: of this ſhould be ſome Obſtruction to lying 
and cheating, and a Diſcouragement to the Profeſſors 
of that Faculty. Whoever is detected of „ 
deliberate. Falſhood, altho' no Cognizance is had 4 
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it by the Public, will yet be for ever deteſted by the 


honeſt diſcreet part of his Acquaintance: And tho 
he may eſcape all manner of Penalty from the Law 
of the Lan in which he-lives; yet all that know 


him will lay him under a tacit private Condemnation, 


nd treat him for ever after as an Out-law, and an 
excommunicate Perſon. N 


Cheating and Knavery may now and then ſucceed | 


and paſs muſter with the moſt filly undiſcerning Part 
of Mankind; But the Contrivers of ſuch villainous 


- 


Plots, whateyer their Advantage may be, are ſure of 
getting little ot no Hon 


| Ir. 1 nour by their Exploits; and are 
Fible tothe detected and expos d even by the ſimple 


Crew which they 1 upon. A very Ape knows 
bow to diftinguiſh, and paſs juft Sentence upbn a 


Fox or a Wolf: But the honeſt juſt Man, who is fair 


and upright in all his Dealings, is unexceptionable to 
every body, and no leſs fure. of turning every Ne- 
otiation to his Profit, than to his Honour and Cre- 
Fit A Knave has a Chance, and perhaps but an in- 


different one, of ſucceeding once or twice, and that 


with the moſt fooliſh Part of Mankind; whereas an 


honeſt Man is ſure of being conſtantly truſted and 
well eſteem'd, and that by all wiſe and good People. 
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Boon go and ee rde a 
Weary pf, his bEů eu 0; 


with Tiles, and made him carry heavier Burdens tha 
fore. Again he came; and made Suppiication, beſeeching 


the God to give him one that was more mild; or, at 


leaſt, to let him have any other Maſter but this. Jupiter 
could not chooſe but laugh at bis Folly; however he grant- 


ed his Requeſt this time alſo, and nde him over to a 
Tanner. e the poor Als yas ſenſible what 
2 Maſter he had gotbe, 5 forbear upbraiding him- 

ſelf with his great -Folly and Inconſtancy, which had 


brought him to a e not only more cruel and exact- 
ing than any of the former, but one chat would not _ 


his very Hide after he was dead. 


te APPLICATION. 
This Fable is a lively Repreſentation of the Inſta- 


| bility of Mankind; who are ſeldom or never con- 


tented with their own Lot, | 
he | 3% IS : — News 


enfine 40 
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Nemo, quam ſibi ſortem e Tel 
Sen ratio leder, ſou fors obſeosrit, la _ ' 
 Comtentis viva, laudet fiverſa ſequentss. Hor. 

| But whatever Men may think, tis a thouſand-ts 
one but they know lels of any other Way than of 
that in which they have been bred: and if Providegce 
ſhould comply with their 'hurgourous Requeſt in ſuch 
a Caſe, they would probably find themſelves! more At 
a Loſs, and more uneaſy in their new Station 
Life, than ever they were in «the old at leaſt, there 
is great Neaſon to ſuppaſe thay Wanld. The Vanity 
— Ignorance af the Men ef this Warld are fo great 
that if very Man might. be hat hedofir'd, fem N 
be what they ought. So that it is nat of leſs Impor- 
tance to che good of the Public in Sense, than our 
own 2 Quiet and Happineſs, that every Man 
ſhould be eaſy and. contented with the Condition which 
Providence and his Education have allotted him. 
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dis Mother; who was fo far from correcting and dif. 


couraging him-upon account of the Theft, that ſhe com. 
mended and gave him an Apple for his Pains. In pro- 
_ _ ceſs of Time, as the Child grew up. to be a Man, he 
 accuſtom'd himſelf. to greater Robberies; and at laſt be. 
ing apprehended. and committed to Goal, he was tried 
and condemn'd for Felony. On the day of his Execy+ 
tion, as the Officers were conduGiog him to the Gal» 
lows, he was attended by a vaſt Crewd of People, and 
among the reſt by his Mother, who came ſighing and 
- ſobbing along, and taking on extremely ſor her Son's un- 
happy Fate. Which the Criminal obſerving, call'd to the 
Sheriff, and begg'd the Favour of him, that he would give 
him leave to ſpeak a Word or two to his poor afflied 
Mother. The Sheriff (as who could deny a dying Man 
0 reaſonable a Requeſt) gave him Permiſſion: and the 
Felon, while as every one thought he was whiſpering 
ſomething of Importance to his Mother, bit off her Ear, 
to the great Offence and Surprize-of the whale Aſſembly, 
| What? fay they, was not this Villain contented with the 
Impious Facts which he has already committed, but that 
he muſt increaſe the Number of them by doing this Vio- 
lence to his Mother! Good People, reply'd he, I would 
not have ye he under a Miſtake; that wicked Woman de- 
ſerves this, and even worſe at my Hands: for if fhe had 
* ehaſtis'd and Chid,. inſtead of rewarding aud careſſing me, 
when in my Infancy I ſtole the Horn: book from School; 


te APPLICATION. 


| | Þ had not come 0 this igaominious a Las, 


4 Notwithſtanding the great innate Depravity of 


Mankind, one need not ſcruple to, affirm, that moſt 
of the Wiekedneſs which is fo frequent and ſo per- 
nicious in the World, ariſes from a bad Education: 
and that the Child, not only derives its ſhare of ori- 
ginal Sin from the Contagion: of its Parents, but is 
alſo oblig'd either to their Example or Connivance, 
for moſt of the vicious Habits which it wears thro 
the Courſe of its future Life. The Mind of one that 
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been his Inftrutors, 


ee Ar eee e Ju: 
preſſion Which is given it! Bat it is harden'd by time, 
and the firſt Signature grows ſo firm and durable, that 


0 Ph, 4 


ſcarce any. Pains or Application, can eraſe it. 


It is a miſtaken Notion in People; when they ima- 


— 


a that there is nd occaſion for regulating or re- 
raining the Actions of very young Children; which 
tho' allow'd-to. he ſornenmes very naughty in thoſe 
of a more advanc'd Age, are: in them, they fuppoſe, 
altogether innocent ang ineffenſtve. Bac, however in- 
nocent they may be, s to their Intention then, yer 
as the Practice ma g 


1 
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s the | grow upon them nnobſery'd, and 
root it ſelt into a Habit, they ought to be check'd 
and diſcountenanc'd in their fitſt Efforts towards any 


thing that is injurious or diſhoneſt ; that the Love of 


Virtue, and the Abhorrence of Wrong and Oppreſ- 
ſion, may be let into their Minds, at the ſame time 
that they receive the very firſt dawn of 1 
and glimmering of *Keaſon, Whatever Guilt ariſes 
from the Actions of one whoſe Education has been 
deficient as to this Point, no queſtion but a juſt ”* 8 


of it wa be laid, by the great Judge of the Wo 


to the Charge of thoſe who were, or ſhould have 
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A* N Aſs being net; the Report c of i wy head 


io the. Country, and” ſo1 ſorne did not Kick t | 
ſhe would 12 before A ART, Night w 1 5 
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Upon this, ſeveral Wolves came to W. 

lay, under a Pretence of making her a Viſit ;, but rap- 
ping at the Door, and asking how ſhe did, the young Als 
came out and told them, That his Mother was much 
better than they deſir d. 


The APPLICATION. 


The charitablt 4 which : ire made to many ſi ſick 
People, proceed rom much ame Motive with 
prevail'd upon the Wet to pay their Duty 

to the ſick Aſs, namely, that they may come in for 
ſome Share of their Remains, and feaſt themſelves 
upon the Reverſion of their Goods and Chattels. We 


cannot therefore, without Pleaſure, ſee theſe ſelfiſh 


Viſitants diſcover'd thro' their mask of Charity, and 


treated with ſuch a Reſerve, as n of their 
ſort juſtly challenge. 


fo a 
2 » 5 8 - 2 


ay 


As 
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As 2 Bebavioun thug, groſſy impertinænt mei- 
eus muſt needs be * to a. ein Nag md 


more eſpecially at Ans ne yy. e labqurs under, 
any Indiſpoſition or Pain of Body | 
quently injurious to the Intereſt 'of him who makes 


uſe of it, and proves to be the means of his 3 | 


fuch an Inhexitance or be bade as, 4 mare. diſtant, an 
modeit, Departmens, might have ſecur d to him. 


FAB. CXXI, The Ant and ie Grasshopper. 
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N the Winter Seaſon, a Commonwealth of Ants was 
> bulily employ'd in the Management and Preſervation 


of their Corn; Which they expos d to the Air, in Heaps, 


round about the Avenues of their little Country Habitz- 


tion. A Graſhopper, who had chagced.to outlive the Summer, 


and was ready to ſtarve with Cold and Hunger, approach'd 
them with great Humihey,: and begg d that they would 
reieye his Neceſſity. with one Grain of Whest of Rye. 
One of the Ants ask d bim haw he had dilpay'd of his 
time in Sumner, that he bad nat taken pains and lid ig 
2 Stock, as they had dane. Alas 
r 
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finging and dancing; and never once thought of Winter. 
If that be the Caſe, reply'd the Ant laughing, all I have 


mer, muſt ſtarve in Winter. Oe OE Wo 
aw APPLICATION: 


to lay is, That they who drink, fing and dance in Sum- 


Be Summer is the Seaſon of the Year, in which 
the induſtrious and laborious. Husbandman gathers 


and lays up Tuch Fruits as may ſupply his Neceſſilies 
ui Winter ; ſo, Youth and Manhood are the Times of 


- © Life which we ſhould employ and beſtow in laying in 
ſucl a Stock of all kind of Neceffaries, as may ſuſ. 
-  fice for the craving Demands: of helpleſs old Age, 
Fett, notwithſtanding the Truth of this, there are ma. 


ny of thoſe; which we call rational Creatures, who 
live in a Method quite oppoſite to it, aud make it 
their Buſineſs to ſquander away in a profuſe Prodigz- 


lity whatever they get in their younger days; as if the 


_ lafirmity of Age would require no Supplies to ſup- 


port it; or, at leaſt, would find them admibiſter'd to 


it in ſome miraculous Way. 


From this Fable we learn this admirable Leſſon, 


Never to loſe any preſent Opportunity of providing 


N future Evils and Accidents of Life. W hile 
ealth, and the Flower and Vigour of our Age re- 
main firm and intire, let us lay them out to the beſt 


Advantage; that when the latter Days take hold of us, 
and ſpoil us of our Strength and Abilities, we ma 


have a Store moderately ſufficient to ſubſiſt upon, whic 


we laid in, in the Morning of our Age. 


The Ant, which is a Creature truly provident, and 
Jaborious, has always been propos'd to us as an In- 
ſtance of the Induſtry aforeſaid, Both Few and Gen- 
tile illuſtrate their Reaſonings upon this Head, by 
mentioning this little Type of ſeafonable Diligence. 
Solomon feems to be in a Paſſion with the lazy Part 
of his Species, and. inſtead 'of arguing much with 


5 them, ſays in ſhort, Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard; 


tonſider her Ways, and be wiſe. Horace inſpir'd by his 


own good Senſe, or perhaps having this Fable in his 
—.. Bio Yin omiP 27 aud 
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— Exemplium magni formica laboris 
re trahit quodcunque poteſt, atque addit atervo, 
Quem ſtruit, haud ignara ac non incauta futuri. 
Que, ſimul inverſum contriſtat Aquarius annum, 
Non uſquam prorepit, & illis utitur ante 
Queſtrs patiens —= © © 2. 
Whoever therefore think fit to ſpend the Prime 
of their Life in uſeleſs Diverſions and unprofitable 
Amuſements, muſt not be ſurpriz'd, if, in the hoary 
Wiater of Age, they find themſelves in a ſtarving 
unpitied Condes, af - 
. 1 
The Aſs, the Lion, and the Cock. 
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run away as faſt as ever be could. The Af, fanſying 
be fled for fear of him, in the Bravery of his Heart _ 
e 535 
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ſoôns. A Bully, for fear you ſhould find him out to 
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2 in it ſelf, or agreeable to the diſcreet part 


#4 S DD FABLES. 

ſu'd him; and follow'd him ſo far that they. Were quit 

ſoondr ÞPerceivid, but he turnd about and ſeised the Af; 
and juſt us be Was reaty to tear him to pieces, the flug. 

giſn Creature is ſald to Have expreſs d himſelf thus; Als! 
Fool that I was, knowing the Cowwurdire 6f my on 

Natüre, | thus by an affected Courage to throw my fel 


cure and brttoleſted, = . 
4 Te APPLICATION, 
| There are many, Wo out ef an Ambition to ap. 
pear conſiderable, affect to ſhew themſelves Men 
of Fire, Spirit and Courage. But thefe being Qualities 
6f Which they are not the right Owners, they gene- 
rally expoſe themſelves, 'arid-fhew the little Title they 
have to them, by endeavouring to exert and produce 
them at unſcaſofable Times, or with improper Per. 


be a Coward, over-akcts his Part, and calls you toc. f 
count for Aﬀeronits which a Man of true ;ravery would 


obſerving that he may take ſome Liberties with Im- Wl po 
unity, Where perhaps the Place or the Company WM for 
protect Him, falſely*concludes from thence that the Ml h 
Perſon; with whom he has made free, is a greater in 
ward than- himſelf; ſo that he not only continues thy 

OR es Rullery and Impertinence for the Pre. 


ent; butprobably-refiews them in ſome Place not ſo i 5e 


A 52 | vi 2 Wh Lo Ho - ö 
p rivitede?d'as the former, where his Inſolente meets 


a due Chaſtfiſement; than Which nothing is more MI © 
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T2 Ape meeting the Fox one Day, humbly requeſted 
him to give him a Pibce of his fide long bruſn 
Tail to cover his poor naked Backſide, which was ex- 
pos d to All che Viotente "and Taclethenicy of e Werrber: 
for, ſays He, Reynard, you Habe akfeady Hiore than you 
babe Occifton för, aid 4 feat Part'of it Even drags a0 
in the Dirt. The Fox anſwer'd, chat às (0 his WR | 
too much, that was more than he knew ; but be it as it 
would, he had rather ſweep the Ground with his Tail as 
long as he liv'd, than deprive himſelf of the leaſt Bit, to 
cover the Ape's naſty ſtinking Poſteriors. 
Te APPLICATION 

One can't help conſidering the World, in the Par- 
ticular of the Goods of Fortune, as a kind of Lottery 
in which ſome few are intitled to Prizes of different 
Degrees; others, and thoſe by much the greateſt 
Part, come off 'with little or nothing. Some, like 
the Fox, have even larger Circumſtances than' they 
know what to do with, inſomuch that they are rather 
a Charge and Incumbrance, than of any true _ 2 
0 L d . ea. 
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That theſe things are left, in a great meaſure, by Pro- 


FEY . 
Mu * 
5 wes PPP go 


of them; for there is ſeldom ies, had to true 


in Coaches, while good Senſe and Honeſty -walk in| 
which our ſhallow Underſtanding is not able, to fathom; 
of his Wealth at leaſt, for the Neceſſities of his Fel- 


be induc'd by any Conſiderations for Virtue and Re. 
2 to part with the leaſt Farthing, for publick 
Chari FO 


Pleaſure to them, Others, like the poor Ape's Cafe; 
-are all Blank; not having been ſo lucky as to dray 
from, the Wheel of Fortune, wherewith to cover 
their Nakedneſs, and live with tolerable Decency, 


vidence, to the blind uncertain ſhuffle of Chance, is 
reaſonable to conclude from the unequal Diſtribution 
Merit upon theſe Occaſions ;. Folly and Knavery ride 


the Dirt. The all-wiſe Difpoſer of Events does cer- 
tainly permit theſe things for juſt and good Purpoſes, 


but, humanly thinking, if the Riches and Power of 
the World were to be always in the Hands of the 
virtuous Part of Mankind, they would be more likely 
to do good with them in their Generation, than the 
vile ſottiſh Wretches, who generally enjoy them, A 
truly good Man would direct all the ſuperfluous Part 


low-Creatures, tho' there were no Religion which en- 
joyn'd it : But ſelfiſh and avaricious People, who are 
always great Knaves, how much ſoever they may 
have, will never think they have enough; much leſs 


ty and Beneficence. 
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. Aſs obſerving how — 2 | Favourle the nete 


ded, and fed with good Bits at every Meal; and, for 
no other Reaſon, as he could perceive, but skipping and 
fricking about, wagging his Tail, and leaping up into his 
Maſter's Lap: He was reſolv'd to imitate the ſame, and 
ſee whether ſuch a Behaviour would not procure him the 
ame Favours. Accordingly, the Maſter was no ſooner 


come home from walking about his Fields and Gardens, 


and was ſeated in his eaſy Chair, but the Aſs, who ob- 
ſery d him, came gamboling and braying towards him in 
very aukward Manner, The Maſter could not hel 

kugbing aloud at the odd Sight. But his Jeſt was ſoon 
turn d into Earneſt, when he felt the rough Salute of the 
als's Fore-feet; who raiſing himſelf upon his hinder Legs, 
pw'd againſt his Breaſt with a moſt loving Air, and 


would fain have jump'd into his Lap. The. good Man, 


terriied at this outragious Behaviour, and unable to 
endure the Weight of ſo heavy a Beaſt, cry'd out; upon 


1 B Vick, one of his n running in with a good Stick, 
L and, 


E ABLE. uy 


Dog was with his Maſter; how much careſs'd and 


— — — 
— 3 


3 | 


of his Parts, and weigh the 
d. 


due begins o write, 42 
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Since there is ſuch a Variety of Tempers in the 
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and, laying on nag Aa the. Bones of the poor Aſs 
foon convinc'd him. That every one who defires it, is not 
qualified"to-be u Favourite. 


" te APPLICATION. || 


Some Men are as engaging in their Way as little 


Dogs. . They can fawn, wheedle, cringe, or, 'if Oc- 
caſion require, leap backward and forward over a 
Stick; to the great Emolument of their Maſter, and 
Entertainment of thoſe that behold them. But theſe 


are Qualifications to which every body can't pretend: 


and therefore none but thoſe who have a Genius for 
it, ſhould afpire at the Employment. 
Many a Man envies the Happineſs of theſe Fa. 


Vvourites, and would fain inſi nuate himſelf into the ſame 


good Graces, if he did but know the Way; But, who- 
ever has a tolerable ſhare of Diſcretion, will diſtruſt 
his Abilities in this Reſpect, and modeſtly forbear the 
Attempt, for fear he ſhould miſcarry and look like an 


ut, in ſhort, the true Meral of this Fable is, That 
eyery. one ſhould conſider the FE Lars, The 'emper 
c a 7 e Talents, by Which he 
Hopes to be diftinguiſh'd. After ſach an Examination, 
Ke may the more certainly know hew to apply them 
to the moſt proper Purpofes; at text, ſe as not to 


Hurt or even mortify himſelt by any miſtaken Addreſs, 


"The Poet's Advice to an Ag 


to confider before 


= iiuid vatant humeri, quid erte vecufent.. 
May not be unaptly directed to thoſe who would pro- 
eure a great Man's Eſteem. They muſt be prepared 
to do and ſuffer, perhaps, more than they are aware| 
of; and it may be expected they ſhould go through 
Buſineſs which all their Forecaſt could never ſugge 


World, and a no lefs multiplicity of Arts and Studies, 
to fir and tally with them, how reaſonable is it in gene- 
tal, how much would it be for the true Intereſt © 
R | EE . ever) 
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% reg one in particular, if Men would but be directed 
bp by the natural Bent of their Genius, to ſuch Purſuits 
as are moſt agreeable to their Capacities, and to the 
Fg Rudiments of Education which they have molt ſtrongly 
imbib'd. 1 3 Ds 


Horace, than whom none ever had a more delicate 
a and refin'd Judgment, adviſes us to conſult our ſelves 


nd in all our Undertakings, and never to do or ſay any 
le thing which does not run ſmoothly, and with the 
0: Grain. But the important Article of knowing our 


or /elves as we ſhould do, fo er upon all Occaſions, 
and yet ſo generally wanting, will always be a great 
Obſtacle to our making the World and our ſelves ſo | 

| happy, as otherwiſe we ſhould be capable of doing, \, 


. 
The Birds, the Beaſts, aud the Bat. 4 
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el ing Advantage of his ambigudus Make, hop'd, by that 
of means, to live ſecure in a Stare of Neutrality, and fave 
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his Bacon. It was not long before the Forces on each 


ide met and gave Battle; and their Animoſities running 
very high, a bloody Slaughter enſued. The Bat, at the 
beginning of the Day, thinking the Birds moſt likely to 


carry it, liſted himſelf among them; but kept fluttering at 


a a little Diſtance, that he might the better obſerve and take 


his Meaſures accordingly. However, after ſome time 


ſpent in the Action, the Army of the Beaſts ſeeming to 
prevail, he went intirely over to them; and endeavour'd 
to convince them, by the affinity which he had to a Mouſe, 
that he was by Nature a Beaſt, and would always continue 


firm and true to their Intereſt. His Plea was admitted; 


but, in the End, the Advantage turning completely on 


the ſide of the Birds, under the admirable Conduct and 
Courage of their General the Eagle; the Bat to ſave his 
Life, and eſcape the Diſgrace of falling into the Hands of 
his deſerted Friends, betook himſelf to Flight; and ever 
ſince, skulking in Caves and hollow Trees all Day, as if 


aſham'd to ſhew himſelf, he never appears till the dusk of 
the Evening, when all the feather d Inhabitants of the Ar 


are gone to rooſt. „5 
Te APPLICATION. 


For any one to deſert the Intereſt of his Country 


and turn Renegado, either out of: Fear, or any Pro- 


ſpect of Advantage, is ſo notoriouſly vile and low, 
that it is no wonder if the Man, who is detected in 
it, is for ever aſham'd to ſee the Sun, and to ſhew 
himſelf in the Eyes of thoſe whoſe Cauſe he has be- 
tray d. Yet as there is ſcarce any Vice, even to be 
imagin'd, but there may be found Men who have been 


uilty of it, perhaps there have been as many Criminals 
in the Caſe before us, as in any one Particular beſides, 


notwithſtanding the Aggravation and extraordinary de- 
ree of its Baſeneſs. We cannot help reflefting up- 


on it with Horror, but, as truly deteſtable as this Vice 


is, and muſt be acknowledg'd to be by all Mankind, 


ſo far are thoſe that practiſe it from being treated with 
a juſt Reſentment by the reſt of Mankind, that by 
© the kind Reception they afterwards meet with, they 


rather 
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rather ſeem to be encourag'd and applauded, chan de- 


{pis'd and diſcountenanc'd for it. 

If theſe Deſerters were to ſuffer the ins Fate wal 
the Bat, and be doom'd not to appear till after the 
Cloſe of the Evening, we ſhould ſometimes be de- 
priv'd of very conſiderable Faces in the great diurnal 
Aſſemblies of the Nation. - But probably, the Street 
would rattle, more than ever, a-nights ;- and the great 
Number of Flambeaux which B. attend the Coaches 
2nd Chairs of Diſtinction, would illuminate the Town : 
to ſuch a Degree, as to make the InterdiQion of Day, | 
a very inconſiderable Penalty. OY. 7 01 9490"M 


FAB. CXXVI. Th ve Bear aud d the Beehivess 
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Bear, climbing; over the Fence into 2 Place where 

Bees were kept, began to plunder the Hives, and rob 
them of their Hony. But the Bees, to revenge the Inju- 
ry, attack'd him in a whole Swarm together; and tho“ 
they were not able to pierce his rugged Hide, yet, with 
their little Stings, they ſo annoy his Eyes and Noftrils, 
that unable to endure the ſmarting Pain, with Impatience 
e tore the Skin over bis * with his own Claws, and 
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ſuſer d ample Puniſhment for the Injury he dd the 5 
in breaking open theit waxen Cells. 


The APPLICATION. 


| Many and great are the Injuries of which ſome 
Men are guilty towards others, for the ſake of grati- 


dying ſome liquoriſn Appetite, For there are thoſe, 


. who: would not ftick to bring Deſolation upon their 
Country, and run the Hazard of their own Necks in- 
ts the Bargain, rather than baulk a wicked Inclina- 


tion, either of Cruelty, Ambition, or Avarice, But 


it were to be wiſh'd Mi who are hurried by ſuch blind 


Impulſes would confider a Moment, before they pro- 
ceed to irrecovetable Execution. Injuries and Wrongs 
not only call for Revenge and Reparation with the 
Voice of Equity it ſelf; but oftentimes carry their 
Puniſhment along -with them, and by an unforeſeen 
Ttain of Events, are retorted at the Head of the 
Actor of them; and not ſeldom, from 2 c Anat 
morſe, expiated upon 3 y his FP 

As for the Reprobates, whoſe For * are hard- 

en'd with triple Braſs, and — with daily deli- 


3 Practice in Villany, we cannot ſo much as 
"= to reclaim them by Arguments of Reaſon. and 
2 


ice; and muſt therefore be fore d to leave og * 
be neceſlary 2 e of N e 
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FAR CXXVIL The Cock and- 155 Fox. 
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Cock, being perchd among the ade of a lofty 
Tree, crow'd aloud, fo that the ſhrilneſs of his Hy ; 
echo'd through the Wood, end invited a Fox to the 


Place, who was prowling in that Neighbourhood, in queſt 
of his Prey. But Reynard, figdin "g Abe Cock was inae- 
ceſſible by reaſon of the Height o 


his Situation, bad re- 
courſe to Stratagem in order to decoy * down; ſo, ap- 
proschisg the Tree, Couſin, Gays be, 1 2m: heartily glad 


to ſee you; but at the ſame time 1 can't farhbear expreſſing 


my Uneafineſs at the Inconvenience of the Place, which 
won't let wel ge far Reſpects to you in a handſomer 
Manner; tho poſe you will come down preſentiy, 


and fo that Diffculey' is eafily remov'd, Indeed Coutfin, 
fays the Cock, to tell you the Fruth, I don't think it fate 


to venture my {elf upon the Ground; For tho I am = 
vinc'd how much y ou are m Friend, yet 1 may baye 
Misfortune to fall 555 the Clutches of ſome 8 Beaſt, 


and what will became of me then? O dear, fays Beh. 


is it paſſihle that you can be ſo ignorant, as not to nope 
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_ -- kind of Birds and Beaſts; and that we are, for the future, 


to forbear Hoſtilities on all ſides, and to live in the utmoſt 


Love and Harmony, and that, under Penalty of ſuffering 


the ſevereſt Puniſhment that can be -inflited ? All this 
while the Cock ſeem'd to give little Attention to what 
was ſaid, but ſtretch'd out his Neck, as if he ſaw ſome- 


thing at a Diſtance, Couſin, ſays the Fox, what's that 


you look at ſo earneſtly? Why, ſays the Cock, I think 
1 ſce a Pack of Hounds yonder, a little way off, O then, 
ſays the Fox, your humble Servant, I muſt be gone. Nay, 
pray Couſin, don't go, ſays the Cock, I am juſt a com- 
ing down: fure you are not afraid of Dogs in theſe 
peaceable Times. No, no, ſays he; but ten to one whe» 
ther they have heard of the Proclamation yet. 
0 SF LI CATION, | 
It is a very agreeable thing to ſee Craft repell'd by 
Cunning; more eſpecially te behold the Snares of the 


Wicked broken and defeated by the diſcreet Manage- 
ment of the Innocent, The Moral of this Fable pritt- 


_ cipally puts us in mind not to be too. credulous to- 


Ward the Inſinuations of thoſe who are already diſtin- 


| 8 by their want of Faith and Honeſty. It is 


the Nature of a wicked Miniſter of State, to plunder 


and deyour the People, as much as it is the Quality of 


a Fox to prey upon Poultry. When therefore any 
ſuch would draw us into a Compliance with their de- 


ſtructive Meaſures, by a pretended Civility, and ex- 
traordinary Concern for our Intereſt, we ſhould con- 
_ * ſider ſuch Propoſals in their true Light, as a Bait, 


artfully plac*d-to conceal the fatal Hook which is in- 


tended to draw us into Captivity and Thraldom. An 
- honeſt Man with a little 4 | | 
may do;a-thouſand. advantagious Things for the pub- 

lic Good, and without being Maſter of much Addreſs. 


in Senſe, when in Power, 


or Rhetoric, as eafily convince People that his Deſigns 


are intended for their Welfare: But a wicked deſign- 
ing - Politician, tho“ he has the Treaſury of a Nation 
to bribe with, and a Tongue as eloquent as ever ſpoke 
in a Senate, may ſometimes be diſappointed 2 
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projects, and foil'd in his Schemes; eſpecially when 
their deſtructire Texture is ſo coarfly ſpun, and the 
Threads of Miſchief are ſo large in them, as to be 


felt even by thoſe whoſe Senſes are fearce perfect pou 


nough to ſee and underſtand them; S0 eaſy is it to 

ut in Practice, and make Demonſtration of that which 
is for the People's Advantage; ſo difficult, even for 
the greateſt Capacities, to make them. ſwallow that- 
which is to be their Bane and . 


F AB. CAXVHL The Cat and the Cock.” 


T HE Cat having a mine to make a Meal ofithe Cocks 

ſeizzd him one Morning by Surprize. and ask d him 
what be could fay for himſelf, why Slaughter fnould not 
paſs upon him. The Cock replied, that he was ſerviceable 
to Maukind, by . in the Morning, and calling 
them up to their daity Labour. That's true, ſays the Cat, 
and is the very Objection that I have againſt you; for 
you make ſuch a ſhrill impertinent Noiſe that People can't 
ſleep for you. Beſides, you are an inceſtuous Raſcal, and 
make no ſcruple of lying with your Mother and Siſters. 


| 70 1 the 9 this I don't deny, but I do it to 
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procure Eggs and Chickens for my Maſter. Ah! Villain) 


_ vers'd in a long Practice of Wrong an ery, Re 
monſtrances, however reaſonably urg'd or moving] 
_ couch'd, have no more Influence upon the Heart of 
ſuch a one, than the gentle Evening Breeze has upon 
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ys the Cat, hold your wicked Tongue; ſuch Impieties 
as theſe declare that you are no longer fit to live. _ 

+ + a APPLICATION. 
When a wicked Man, in Power, has a mind to glut 
his Appetite, in any reſpe@, Innocence, or eyen 
Merit, is no Protection againſt him. The Cries of 


Juſtice, and the Voice of Reaſon, are of no Effect 


upon a Conſcience harden'd in 2 _ a — — 
Robbery. Re- 


the Oak, when it whiſpers among its Branches; or the 
rifing Surges upon the deaf Rack, when they daſh 
and. break againſt its Sides. „n 

Power ſhould never be truſted in the Hands of an 


impious ſelfiſh Man, and one that has more regard 


to the Gratification of his own unbounded Ayarice, 
than to public Peace and Juſtice, Were it not for\the 
tagit Conſent, and heartleſs Compliance of à great 
Majotity of Fools, Mankind would nat be rid, 2s of- 
tentimes they are, by a little Majority of Knaves, to 


their great Misfortune. For, whatever People may 


think of the Times, if they were ten times worſe than 


they are, it is principally: owing to their own Stupi- 


dity : Why do they truſt ehe Man a Moment longer, 
who has once injur d and betray'd them m 
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Ph was ly ing upon a Sh full-of = 10 0 
being hungry, came near and offer d to eat of the 


Hay; but che envious ill-gatur'd Cur, getting up and ſnar- 
ling at him, would not ſuffer him to touch it. U 

u iich the Ox, in the Bitterneſs of his Heart, id, A Curſe. 
light on thee for a malicious Wretch, who will neither cat 


Hay thy ſelf, nor ſuffer others to do it ! 


The APPLICATION. 


* © „ 


theſe Weakneſſes of the Soul, which, notwithſtanding 
the Wrongneſs and Irregularity of them, ſwell the 
Heart, while they laſt, with Pleaſure and Gladneſs, 
But the envious Man has no ſuch Apology as this to 


make; the ſtronger the Paſſion is, 5 greater Tor- 


ment he endures; ;. and ſubjects himſelf to a continued 
real Pain, by only wiſhing Ill to others. Revenge is 
ſect, tho! cruel and unhuman and tho' it ſome- 
oft 4 times 
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times thirſts even for Blood, yet may be glutted and 
latiated. Avarice is fomething highly monſtrous and 
abſurd; yet, as it is a Deſire after Riches, every little 
Acquiſition gives it Pleaſure; and to behold and feel 
the hoarded Treaſure, to a Covetous Man, is a con- 


ſtant uncloying Enjoyment. But Envy, which is an 
Anxiety ariſing in our Minds upon our 1 Ac- 
compliſhments in others, which we want our ſelves, 


can never receive any true Comfort, unleſs in a 
Deluge, a Conflagration, a Plague, or ſome gene- 
ral Calamity that ſhould befall Mankind. For, as 


long as there is a Creature living that enjoys its Be- 
in 


happily within the envious Manz Sphere, it will 
afford Nouriſhment to his diſtemper Mind: But ſuch 
Jouriſhment, as will make him pine, and fret, and 
emaciate himſelf to nothing. „ A 
Invidus alterius rabus macreſcit opimis : 
_ Invida Siculi non invenere Tyranu 75 
Tor montum majus. e 


It is not in the Power of the moſt cruel Tyrant to 


invent a Torture more painful and ſevere, than that 


with which the envious Man puniſhes himſelf, 
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FAB. CXXX. The Dog and the Sheep... 
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Tu Dog foed the Sheep for a Debt; of which*the 
Kite and the Wolf were to be Judges. They, with 


| 


out debating long upon the matter; or making any Scrupſe 


for want of Evidence, gave Sentence for the Plaintiff; 


vided the Spoil with the unjuſt Judges. 
The APPLICATION. 


Deplorable are the Times when open barefac'd Vil- 
lany is protected and encourag'd, when Innocence is 
obnoxious, Hgnefty contemptible, and it is reckon'd 


who immediately tore the poor Sheep in pieces, and dis 


criminal to eſpouſe the Cauſe of Virtue. Men origi» 
nally enter'd into Covenants and civil Compacts with 


each other for the Promotion of their Happineſs and 
Weil-being, for the Eſtabhſhment-of Juſtice and pub- 


lic Peace. How comes it then that they look ſtupid- 


ly on, and tamely acquieſce when wicked Men per- 
vert this End, and eftabliſh an arbitrary Tyranny of 
their own upon the Foundation of Fraud and Oppreſ- 
fon ? Among Beaſts, who are incapable of being ci- 
Viliz'd by ſocial Laws, it is no ſtrange thing to ſee in- 
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2359 Zorn FABLES. 
nocent helpleſs Sheep fall a Prey to Dogs, Wolves 
and Kites : but it js amazing how Mankind could! 
ever fink down to ſuch a low degree of baſe Cowar- 
dice, as to ſuffer ſome of the worſt their Species 
do uſurp a Power over them, to ſuperſede the ri hteous 
Laws of od Government, and to exerciſe al kings 
of Injuſtice and Hardſhip, in g&'Rifyipg their own yi. 
ious Luſts, It muſt be matter o great: Aſtoniſhment 
10 all reaſonable' Men, how the World could ſit 
as idle Speckators, for even two gays, when ſuch 
1 oniters: as Nero, Caligula, and Heliagabalus, \ were 
ating their wanton Cruelties upon the Stage of it. 
| Thels are only mentioned 1 ſake, out of a 
thouſand Inſtances; with which Hiltory furniſhes uy 
of brutiſh Tyrants, who have ackad in Perſon, or by 
Indolence ot Connivance kept Favourites to do it for 
them. Where-ever ſuch Enormities' are practis'd, it 


in when a few rapacious Stateſmen combine toz ether 
to get and ſecure the Tower in their own Hands, and 
agree to divide the Spoils among themſelves. For as 
Jong as the Cauſe is to be trie only among dhem- 
Jelves, no queſtion, but they will always vaugh for 
each other. But, at the ſame time, it is hard to de- 
termine which reſemble Brutes moſt; they in actin 

or the People in ſuffering them to ac their vileſelfih 
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FAB. CXXXI. The Hawk and the Farmer, | 
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A Hawk purſuing a Pidgeon over a Corn; field, with 
1 great Eagerneſs and Force, threw himſelf into a 
Net, which a Husbandman had planted there to take the 
Crows: Who being employ d not far off, and ſeeing the 
Hawk fluttering in the Net, came and took him; but, 
Juſt as he was going to kill him, the Hawk heſaught him 
to let him go, aſſuring him that he was only following a 
Pidgeon, and neither intended, nor had done any Harm 
to him. To whom the Farmer replied, And what Harm 
had the poor Pidgeon done to you? Upon which he wrung 

L 

The A P. P LIC ATI O N. 

Paſſion, Prejudice, or Power, may ſo far blind a 
Man as not to ſuffer him juſtly to diſtinguiſh whether 
he is not acting injurioufly at the ſame time that he 
fanſies he is only doing his Duty. Now the beſt way 
of being convinc'd, whether what we' do is reaſonable 
and fit, is to put our ſelves in the Place of the Per- 
ſone with whom we are concern'd, and then conſult 
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eur Conſcience about the Rectitude of our Behaviour. 
For this we may be aſſur'd of, that we are .afting 
wrong, whenever we are doing any thing to ano- 
ther, which we ſhould think unjuſt if it were done 
to us. Nothing but 'an habitual Inadvertency, as to 
this Particular, can be the Occaſion that fo many 
ingenuous noble Spirits are often engag'd in Courſes | 
ſo oppoſite to Virtue and Honour. He that would 
ſtartle if a little Attorney ſhould tamper with him to 
forſwear himſelf. to bring off fome ſmall Offender, 
ſome ordinary Treſpaſſer, will, without Scruple, join 
in a Vote, to ſave an impious Miniſter, or infringe the 
Conſtitution of his n tor the precarious Proſ- 
pect of a Place or a Penſſon. Which is moſt cor- 
rupt, he that lies, like a Knight of the Poſt, for half 
a Crown and a Dinner, or he. that does it for the 
more ſubſtantial Conſideration of a thoufand Pounds 
a Year > Which would be doing moſt Service to the 
Public, giving true Teſtimony in a Cauſe between 
two private Men, and againſt one little common 
Thief, who has ſtole a gold Watch; or voting ho- 
neſtly and courageouſly againſt a great Rogue of State, 
who bas gagg'd and bound the Laws, and ſtript the 
Nation? Let thoſe, who intend to act juſtly, but view 
things in this Light, and all would be well. There 
would be no danger of their oppreſſing others, or 
Dear of being opprels'd themſelves, = -Þ 
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FAB. CXXXI. Death and Cupid. 
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| "aſt UPID, one ſultry Summer's Noon, tir'd with Play, 


and faint with Heat, went into a cool Grotto to re- 


poſe himſelf, which happen'd to be the Cave of Death. 


He threw himſelf careleſly down on the Floor, and his 


Quiver - turning -topſy- turvy, all the Arrows fell out and 
mingled with thoſe of Death, which lay ſcatter'd up and 
down. the Place. When he awoke, he gather'd them up 
as well as he could; but they were ſo intermingled, that 


tho' he knew the certain Number, he could not rightly 
diſtinguiſh them; from whence it happen'd that he took 


up ſome of the Arrows which belong'd to Death, and 
left ſeveral of his own in the Room of them. This is 


the Cauſe that we, now: and then, ſee the Hearts of the 
old and decrepit transfix'd with the Balts of Love, and, with 
equal Grief and Surprize, behöld the youthful blooming 


Part of our Species ſmitten with the Darts of Death. 


The APPLICATION. 


JE we allow for this Fable's being written by a 
Heathen, and according to the Scheme of the ancient 
| EW e | Pagan 
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224 ESOPSFABL Es. 
Pagan Theology, it will appear to be a pretty, pro- 

- babſe Solution of ſome Parts of the Difpenfat : of 
Proyidence, which otherwiſe ſeem -to be obſcure and 

_ ynaccountable. ' For, when we ſee the young and the 
old fall promiſcuouſly by the Hand of Death, and 
at the ſame time conſider that the World is govern'd 
by an all-wiſe Providence,” we are puzzled how to 
account for ſo ſeemingly prepoſterous and unnatural 


a way of working. We ſhould look upon a Gardener 
to be mad, or at leaſt very capricious, who, when 
his young Trees ate juſt arriv'd to a e e bear- 
ing, ſhould cut them down for Fuel; and chooſe out 
old, rotten, decay'd, ſapleſs Stocks, to raft and in- 
_oculate upon: Yet the irregular — of thoſe 
two Levellers, Love and Death, appear to be every 
JÞt as odd and unreaſonable, . 
However, we muſt tak2 it for granted, that theſe 
things, tho“ the Method of them is hidden from our 
Eyes, are tranſacted after the moſt juſt and fit man- 
ner imaginable; But, humanly ſpeaking, it is ſtrange 
that Death ſhould be ſuffer'd to make ſuch undiſtin- 
guiſh'd Havock in the World: and at the fame time, 
uſt as ſhocking and unnatural to ſee old Age laid be- 
twixt a pair of Wedding-fheets, as it is for Youth and 
2 to be lock d up in the cold Embraces of the 
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FAB. CXXXIII. The Dove and the Ant- 
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Tus Ant, compared by kurt, went'ro Wia la Wer 
. paurling Rirulet; but the Current, with its circling 
nd Eddy, ſnatch d her-away, and carried her down the Stream. 


be 4 Dove pitying ber diſtreſſed Conditien, cropt a Branch 
from a neighbouring Tree, and let it fall into the Water, 
by means of which the Ant ſav'd her felf and got aſhore. 
Not long after, a Fowler, having a Deſign upon the Dove, 
planted his Nets, and all his little Artillery in due Order, 
without the Bird's obſerving what he was about; which 

the Ant perceiving, juſt as he was going to put his De- 
ſign-in Execution, ſhe bit him by the Heel, and made him 
give ſo ſudden a Start, that the Dove took the Alarm, and 
One good Turn deferves another; and Gratitnde is 
excited 5 ſo noble and natural a Spirit, that he ought 

to be lool upon as the vileſt of Creatures, who bas 

no Senſe of it. It is, indeed, ſo very juſt and equi- 

1 table a thing, and ſo much every Man's Duty, that to 
peak of it properly, one fhould not mention it * any 
PST WT 8 ding 
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thing meritorious, or that may claim Praiſe and Ad- 


miration; any more than we ſhould fay a Man ought a 
to be rewarded or commended for not killing his Fa- By 
ther, or eng to ſet fire to his Neighbour's Houſe, he 
The bright and ſhining Piece of Morality therefore, MW 


which is recommended to us in this Fable, is ſet forth Bo 
in the Example of the Dove, who without any Obli. 
gation or Expectation, does a voluntary Office of 
Charity to its Fellow-creature in Diftreſs, The con- : 
ſtant uninterrupted Practice of this Virtue, is the on- 
ly. thing in which weare capable of imitating the great 
Author of our gy Whoſe beloved co BEAD cha 
many Precepts he has given to enforce this Duty, 
us'd this Expreſſion as a common Saying; It is more 
bleſſed to give than to receive. * 


FAB. CXXXIV. The Eagle and the Crow. 
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and beheld this Exploit, reſolv'd to imicate it; ſo flying 
down. upon the Back of a Ram and intangling his Claws 
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in the Wool, he fell a chattering and attempting to fly; 
By which means he drew the Obſervation of the Shep- 
herd upon him, who finding his Feet hamper'd” in the 
Fleece of the Ram, eaſily took him, and gave him to his 
Boys for their Sport and Diverfion, 1 9 


The APPLICATION. 
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Every Quality which is excellent and commendable* 


is not however always a proper Object for our Imi- 
tation. We ought to ſtate our own Account honeſt- 


ly, and fairly, that we may ſee what our Abilities are, 


and how our Circumftances ſtand : Otherwiſe, we 


may not only become ridiculous to others, but pre- 


judicial to our ſelves, by ſome aukward and ill-judg'd 


Emulation; tho' it happen to be in a Qualification 
truly laudable and great, It behoves every Man ta 


exert 1 Share of Iuduſtry towards the Advance- 
his Intereſt, or, if he pleaſes, of his Repu - 


ment 
tation. But then 


Aletiri ſe quemque ſu | modulo ac pede verum eſt. 


5 A 1 5 Hor. 
it is highly neceſſary that he does this with a true 
Regard to his. own Capacity, and without any Dan- 


ger of expoſing or embaraſſing himſelf in the Ope- 


ration. 
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Eyes put out; knowing, that of uta his Compr. 
nion __ be depriy d of both. 
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N envious 5 Man nr to be offering up his — 
to Jupiter, Juſt in the Time and Place with u co- 
vetous miſerable Fellow. Jupiter, not caring to be troubled 

_ with their Impertineaces himſelf, ſent Apollo to examine 
= the Merits of their Petitions, and to give them ſuch Re- 
lief as he ſhould think proper, Apollo therefore open d his 

Commiſſion, and withal told them that, to make ſhort 

of the Matter, whatever the one ask d, the other ſhould 

have it double, Upon this the covetous Man, tho! he had 

a a thouſand things to requeſt, yet forbore to ask firſt, ho- 

ping to receive a double Quantity, for he concluded that al 

Mens Wiſhes ſympathis'd with his. By this means the en- 

vious Man had an Opportunity of preferring his Petition 

. firſt, which was the thing he aim'd at; fo without much 

Heſitation, he pray'd to be reliev'd, by haviag one of his 


The 
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„ 
In this Fable, the Folly of thoſe two Vices, Envy 


and Avarice, is fully expos'd, and handſomly ralli 


The Miſer, tho' he has the Riches of the World, 
withour Stint, laid open to his choice, yet dares not 
name the Sum, for fear another ſhould be richer than 
himſelf, The Advantage of a double Quantity, by re- 


. ceiving laſt, is what he can't bear to lote ; and he 


fares accordingly. The enyious Man, tho' he has a 
Power of calling for good Things without mea- 
ſure to himfelf or others, yet waves this happy Privi- 
lege, and is content to puniſh himſelf by a very great 
Loſs, even that of an Eye, that he may bring down 
a double Portion of the like Calamity upon another. 
Theſe are the true Tempers of the covetous and en- 
vious; One can ſcarce determine whether they -are 
more miſchievous to themſelves or the Public ; but ic 
is manifeſt, that they are highly noxious to both, and 


| thonld be treatedaccordingly. ©» 
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j HE firſt time the Fox faw the Lion, he fel down 
at his Feet, and was ready to dye with Fear. The ſe- 
VVV N cond 


% 


companies conſcious Guilt; the firſt, by a continuance 


— 
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cond time he took Courage, and could even bear to look 
upon him. The third time he had the Impudence to 
come up to him, to ſalute him, and to enter into familiar 


Converſation with him. 4 


41: 4; be; APEEICATION,.. 
From this Fable we may obſerve the two Extremes 
in which w: may fail as to a proper Behaviour to- 
wards our Superiours. The one, is a Baſhfulneſs pro- 
ceeding either from a vicious guilty Mind, or à ti- 
morous Ruſticity. The other, an over-bearing Impu- 
pudence, which aſſumes more than becomes it, and ſo 
renders the Perſon inſufferable to the Converſation 
. of well-bred reaſonable People. But there is this Dif. 
ference between the Baſhfulneſs that ariſes from a 
Want of Education, and the Shamefacedneſs that ac- 


„of Time, and a nearer Acquaintance, may be ripen'd 
into a proper liberal Behaviour; the other no ſooner 
finds an eaſy practicable Acceſs, but it throws off all 
manner of Reverence, grows every day more and 
more familiar, and branches out into the utmoſt In- 
decency and Irregularity. Indeed there are many Oc- 
caſions which may happen to caſt an Awe, or even 2 
Terror upon our Minds at firſt View, without an 
juſt and reaſonable Grounds ; But upon a little Reco!- 
lection, or a nearer Inſight, we recover our ſelves, 
and can appear indifferent and unconcern'd, where, 
before, we were ready to ſink under a Load of Dif- 
fidence and Fear. We ſhould, upon ſuch Qccaſions, I ar, 
uſe our Endeavours to regain a due degree of Steadi - ric 
neſs and Reſolution; but, at the ſame time, we muſt ba 
have a care that our Efforts in that reſpe& don't force ¶ ve 
the Balance too much, and make it riſe to an unbe- of 
coming Freedom, and an offenſive Familiarity, 
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- CXXXVIL The Geele and 7 the Cratios. | 


"FS . 11 Fl Ll | 
A Flock of Geele ad s Parcel of Er alt 
1 feed together in a Corn-Field; At laſt, the Owner of 
the Corn, with his Servauts, coming upon them of a 
a i fodden, furpriz'd them in the very Fact; and the Geeſe 
i being heayy, fat full-bodied Creatures were moſt of them 
L. Sers but the Cranes * Wr 


177 


5, ere ſure to ſuffer moſt whoſe Circumſtances are 
i« richeſt and fatteft. In any caſe of Perſecttioh, Mon 
ſt hangs like a dead Weight about a Man; and we ne- 


© Ver 
- off with it. 


eel Gold ſo heavy, as when we endeayour to make 


Therefore wiſe and politic Kinieis of State, when- - 


ever they ſee a Storm begin to gather over their 
Heads, alwa 1 85 take care to: unlade themſelves of a 


good Part 6 


their Cargo; and, by this means ſeldom 


find but the Blaſts of Obloguy, thro' which they are 
to make their Way, are leſs deaf and incxorable than 


the FP Waves of _—_ Ocean, 
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Indeed Poverty is too frequently the Occaſion of 
Mens being treated as if they were guilty of the | 
_ greateſt Crimes and Reproaches : but then, theſe fort MI 
of Criminals have this Advantage, that no one thinks 
fit to treat them with any thing worſe than Contempt: 
whereas, if any Pretence can be found to fall upon 
the Man who is rich, it is a Miracle if he eſcapes 
with both Life and Mony... 
Now, as to calling State Criminals to account, the 
Caſe very nearly reſembles that. in the. Fable; it is 
natural that thoſe who are moſt heavy laden with 
the Spoils of the Nation, ſhould be caught firſt and 
| puniſh'd moſt, When their Guilt is ſubſtantial enough 
to hang about them, and weigh them down, Provi- 
1 dence ſeems to mark them out for a Capture; and 
when the Perquiſites of their Avarice procure Juſtice 
to be done upon them, it looks like a Ray of Equity 
darted from the great Tribunal of the Univerſe. 
In ſhort, Riches are like the Baggage of an Army, 
which the Romans call'd 1 very uſeful, 
While we lie in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Camp, or are 
powerful enough to defy the Enemy? but when once 
we are put to the Rout, if we would get off with 
our Lives or Liberties, we muſt quit our Baggage as 
ſoon as poſſible, and leave it for Plunder to- our Pur- 
ſuers. Nay, however ſtrongly intrench'd we may think 
Our ſelves, as ”oug as Mony is in the Caſe, it is good 
to look about us for fear of a Surprize; For, after all, 
He that does not upon Occaſion, make himſelf Wings 
with his Riches to fly off with, deſerves to be pun- 
iſh'd, like a Gooſe as he is, for his Heavineſs. 


— 
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FAB. CXXXVIIL The Horſe and the Ak. 7 


HE Horſe, adorn'd with his great War- Saddle, and 
champing his foaming Bridle, came thundring 1 4 
as WW the Way; and made the Mountains echo with his 
ur- loud ſhrilling Neighing. He had not gone far before he 
nk orertook an Aſs, who was labouring under a heavy Burden, + 
aud moving lowly on, in the fame Track with himſelf; 
Immediately be calld out to him, in a haughty imperious 
Tone, and threaten'd to trample him in the Dirt, if he 
dd not break the Way for him. The poor patient Aſe, 
dot daring to diſpute the Matter, quietly got out of his 
Way as faſt as he could, and let him go by. Not long 
after this, the ſame Horſe, in an Engagement with the 
Enemy, happen'd to be ſhot in the Eye, which made him 
unfit for Shew, or any military Buſineſs: ſo he was ſtript 
of his fine Ornaments, and ſold to a Carrier. The A 4 
meeting him in this forlorn Condition, thought that now. 
it was his Turn to inſult; and ſo, fays he, Hey Day! 
Friend, is it you? Well, I always beliey'd * Pride of 
yours would * have a Fall. ; 
N M 2 N 


iS APPLICATION, 
Pride is a very uttaccountable Vice: many People 
fall into it unawares, and are often led into it by 
Motives, which if they confider'd Things rightly, 
would make them abhor the very Thoughts of it. 
There is no Man that thinks well of himſelf, but deſires 
that the reſt of the World ſhould think ſo too, Now 
tis the wrong Meafures we take in endeavouring after 
this, that expoſe us to diſcerning People in that Light 
which they call Pride; and which is ſo far from giv- 
ing us any Advantage in their Eſteem, that it renders 
us deſpicable and ridiculous, Tis an Affectation of 
appearing conſiderable that puts Men upon being 
proud and inſolent; and' their very being ſo makes 
them, infallibly, little and intonfiderable. The Man 
that claims and calls for Reverenete and Reſpect, de- 
ſerves none; he that asks for Applauſe is ſure to loſe 
it; the certain Way to get it, is to ſeem to ſhun it; 
and the humble Man, #ecording to the Maxims of even 
this World, is the moſt Hkely to be exalted. He that, 
in his Words or Actions, pleads for Superiority, and 
rather chooſes to do an ill Action than condeſcend to 
do a good one, acts like a Horfe; and is as void of 
Reaſon and Underſtanding. The Rich and the Pow- 
_efful want nothing but the Love and Eſteem of Man- 
kind to compleat their Felicity; and thefe they are 
' ſure to obtain by a /good-humout'd kind Condeſ- 
cenſion; and as certain of being every Body's A- 
verſion, while the leaſt Tincture of over. bearing 
KRudeneſs is perceivable in their Words or Actions. 
What brutal Tempers muſt they be of, who can be 
_ eaſy and indifferent, while they know themſelves to 
be univerfally hated, tho* in the midſt of Affluence 
% / ² m ]%⅛»LL et foi 
But this is not all; for if ever the Wheel of For- 
tune ſhould whirl them from the Top to the Bottom, 
Inſtead of Friendſhip or Commiſeration, they will 
meet with nothing but Contempt; and that with much 
more Juſtice, than ever they themſelves exerted it 
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N Certain Husband lying at the point oof Death, and 
being defirous his Sons ſnould purſue that innocent + 

thn Caurſe of Agriculture, in which himſelf had - 

been engag'd all his Life, made uſe of this Expedient to 


induce t to it. He calld them to his Bed - ide, and 
ſpoke to this Effect. All the Patrimony. I have to be- 


queath to you, Sons, is my Farm and my Vineyard, of ' 
which I make you Joint- heirs, But I charge you not to 
let it go out of your own Oecupation; far, if I have any 
Treaſure beſides, it lies buried fomewhere in the Ground, 
within a Foot of the Surface, This made the Sons con- 
elude, that he talked of Mony which be had hid there: 
fo, after their Father's Death, with unwearied Diligence 
and Application, they carefully dug up eyery Inch both 


of the Farm and. Vineyard, From whence it came to 
paſs, that, tho' they miſſed of the Treafure which they 


expected, the Ground, by being ſo well ſtir'd and looſen d, 
produc'd ſo plentiful a Crop of all that was ſow'd in it, 
7 pou. a real, and that no inconſiderable, Treaſure, 

* 1 The 


| 2465 M#S$SO0OP's FABLES. 
Te APPLICATION. | 

Labour and. induſtry well apply'd ſeldom fail of 
finding a Treafure; and fince ſomething towards thy 
Conveniences and Pleaſures of Life may be thus pro. 
cur'd, why ſhould we loſe and throw 'it away by be. 
ing ſlothful and idle? Exerciſe is a great Support of 
Healtb, and Health is by far the greateſt ſingle Bleſ. 
ſing of Life; which alone will weigh ſufficiently with 
any conſiderate Man, ſo as to keep him from being 
* utterly deſtitute of Employment. But, of all the 
Kinds of Treaſure which are ſure to reward the Dili. 
_ gence of the active Man, none is more agreeable, ei. 
ther in the Purſuit or Poſſeſſion, than that which ariſes 
from the Culture of the Earth. What can be more 
ſatisfactory than to have our Hopes grow and increafe 
woke? Seto with the Product of the Ground; to have 
dur Minds entertain'd with the wonderful Oeconomy 
of the vegetable World; our Nerves ſtrengthened, and 
our Blood purified, by a conſtant Return of Exerciſe; 
| and a new Reliſh given to 1 Meal from the Fra- 
\  grancy of the Air, and Freſhneſs of the. Soil? Add to 
| all theſe, that the Intereſt of the Husbandman is, as 
it were, planted in his Field, which will neyer cheat 
or deceive him; and his Stock plac'd in a far better 
Fund than South-Sea, Bank, or India; a Fund, which 
will bring him in Cent. per Cent. without hurting any 
Body elſe; nay, to the Advantage and Conyentence 
of the Publick. FAA TR 


O fortunatos nimium, ſua ſi bona norint, 
Agricolas quibus ipſa, procul diſcordibus armis, 
Fundit humo facilem wittum juſtiſſima Tellus. Virg 
The Treaſures and Delights of Agricultue are ſo 
various, that they are not eaſily to be deſcrib'd, and 
are never to be excell'd. They are ſcarce to be con- 
ceiv'd by one that has not felt them, nor to. be truly 
Painted by. any but the greateſt of Poets, NS 
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Lian, 'Geiog a fine plump Nag, bad a great Mind to 
eat a Bit of him, but knew not which way to- 
him into bis Power. At laſt he bethought himſelf * 


this Contrivance; he gave out that he was n Phyſician; 


who having gain'd Experience by his Travels into foreign 


Countries, had made himſelf capable of curing any fort of 
Malady or Diſtemper, incident to any kind of Beaſt; 
hoping, by this Stratagem, to get an eaſier Admittance a- 
mong Cattle, and find an Opportunity to execute his De- 
ſign, The Horſe, who ſmoak'd the Mitter, was re- 
ſolv'd to be even with him; and ſo humGuring the Thing, 
as if he ſuſpected nothing, he pray'd the Lion to give 
him his Advice in relation to a Thorn he had got in his 
Foot, which had quite lam'd him, and gave him great- 
Pain and Uneaſineſs. The Lion readily agreed, and de- 
ſi'd he might ſee the Foot, Upon which the Horſe lifted 
up one of his hind Legs, and while the Lion pretended to - 
be poring earneſtly upon his Hoof, gave him ſuch a Kick 
in the Face, as quite ſtun'd bim, and left him ſprawliog 


«NF * Ground. In the mean time the Horſe trotted . 


„ So FABLES 


K neighing and laoghing merrily at — occgs, of he 
Trick, by which be had defeated the Purpoſe of one vhs 
| — triek d him out of his Life, 


Fe APPLICATION. 


| Tho". all manner of Fraud and Tricking is I 


and utterly beneath a Man of Senſe and Honour, yet, 
methinks Equity it {elf allows us to diſappoint the 
Deceiver, and to repal Craft by Cunning. Treachery 
has ſomething ſo wicked and eg Puniſhment 
in its Nature, that ic deſerves to meet ich a Return 
of its own Kind; an open Revenge would be too libe- 


ral for it, may nothi . it but it lelf. Howe. 


le it is to be the Aggreſſor in 
| 1 is canoe be inconſiſtent wih Virtye 

erplot,. and to. take all manger of Adyantages 
Man who is undermining us. 


Dolus, an Vitus, quis in hoſte requirat; | Virg. 
This practice is a Maxim which that nice Poet makes 
for the Uſe of his good nean. And we may at any 
time follow the ſame Example without 1 
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Thus, while they lay upon the Ground, panting and Jol- 


ing out their Tongues, a Fox chanc'd to paſs by that Ways. 


who,. perceiving how the Caſe ſtood, very impudentiy 
ſept in between them, ſejz/d the Booty which they bad 


all this while been contending for, and carried it off. The 
two Combatants, who lay and beheld all this without hav- 


ing Strength enough to ſtir and prevent it, were only wiſe 


enough to make this Reflection; Behald the Fruits of our 


Strife and Contention ! that Villain the Fox bears away the 


Prize, and we our ſelves have depriy'd cach-otber of the 
Power to recover | from him: 3 : 
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_TwAPPLICATION 


When People go to Law about an uncertain Title, 
and have ſpent their whole Eſtates in the Conteſt ; 
nothing is more common than for ſome little petti- 
fogging Attorney to ſtep in and ſecure it to himſelf, 
The very Name of Law ſeems to imply Equity and 
Juſtice, and that is the Bait which has drawn in many 
to their Ruin, Others are excited by their Paſſions, 
and care not if they deſtroy themſelves, ſo they do 
but ſee their Enemy periſn with them. But, if we 
lay aſide Prejudice and Folly, and think calmly of the 


| beſt way of deciding Differences about Property; it 
being, generally ſpeaking, much ſafer- to truſt to the 
Arbitration of two or three honeft ſenſible Neigh- 
bours, than, at a vaſt Expence of Mony, Time and 
Trouble, to run thro' the tedious frivolous Forms, 
with which, by the Artifice of greedy Lawyers, a 
Court of Fudicature is contriv'd to be attended. It 
has been ſaid, that if Mankind would but lead virtuous 
moral Lives, there would be no occaſion for Divines; 
if they would but live temperately and ſoberly, that 
they would never want Phyſicians; botlr which Aſſer- 


great a Latitude, But one may venture to affirm, 
hat if Men preſerv'd a ſtrict Regard to Juſtice and 
Honeſty in their Dealings with each other, and upon 


to refer the Matter to diſiutereſted Umpires of ac- 
 knowledz'd Judgment and Integrity, they never could 
Have the leaft occaſion for Lawyers. When People 
have gone to Law, it is rarely to be found but one 
or both Parties was either ſtupidly obſtinate, or raſh- 
- dy inconſiderate. For, if the Cale 

be fo intricate, that a Man of common Senfe could 


it ſhould appear dubious even after that, how much 


ther 


* 


tions, tho” true in the Main, are yet expreſs'd in too 


any Miſtake or Miſapprehenſion, were always ready 


ſhould happen to 
not / diſtinguiſh who had the beſt Title, how eafy 
would it be to have the Opinion of the beſt Counſel 
in the Land, and agree to determine it by that? If 


better would it be to divide the thing in Diſpute' ra- 


Matter, we ſhall find that going to Law is not the 


ry 
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ther than go to Law, and hazard the loſing, not on- 
ly the whole, but Coſts and Damages into the Bargain. 
In ſhort, if People were but really as well-bred, as 
ſenſible and honeſt as they would be . to be, 
no body would eyer go to Law. 


FAS. CXLII. The Fox and the ck Lion. 
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Jr was reported that the Lion was ſick, and the Beaſts 
were made to believe that they could not make their 
Court better than by going to viſit him. Upon this, they | 
generally went; but it was particularly taken notice of, 
that the Fox was not one of the Number. The Lion 


therefore diſpatch'd one of his Jackalls to ſound him about 


it, and ask him why he, had ſo little Charity and Re- 
ſpect, as never to come near him, at a time when he 
hy fo dangerouſly ill, and every body elſe had been to ſee 
bim. Why, replies the Fox, pray preſent my Duty to his 
Majeſty, and tell him that I have the ſame Reſpect for 
him as ever, and have been coming ſeveral times to kiſs 
bis royal Hand; but I am fo. terribly.. frighten'd at the 
Mouth of his. Cave, to ſee the Print of my Fellow-ſub- 
jets Feet, all pointing forwards, and none n 
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that I have not Reſolution enovgh to venture in. Non 
the truth of the Matter was, that this Sickneſs of the Lis 
on's was only a Sham, to draw e e 
the more eafily to devour chem. PRs 5 


Te APPLICATION. 


A Man mould weigh and confider the Nature of 
any Propoſal well before he gives into it: a raſh and 
| Haſty Compliance has been c Ruin of many a one. 

_ | lays it is Nut er ar- non temers Cres 

dere, the Quinteſſence of ence not to be too eaſy 
of Belief, Horace, whoſe way of © was fo xe · 

fin'd, and 7 diſtis@ from the Volgar, tells Mecenss 
| that upon 3 rrion of the People of Nume's agk- 
e differ d from the Teceiv'd Notions 


: os wt is ates air toned 


Reſpondit, referam ; + was 
. 


Which is an Abri ment of this very Fable, Indeed 

the Multitude think altogether in the ſame Track, and 
"= are much upon à Foot. Their Meditations are con- 
= . fin'd in one Channel, and t boy tolls one another 


der orderly, in a regular Can a Man of 
[| * Thought and Spirit be * d thus? and: trudge a- 


þ long like a Pack- b honle, in a deep ftinking muddy Road, 
5 when he mey frisk it over the beauteous Lawns, or 
"tl loſe himfelf agreeably- in the ſhady verdant Mazes of 
unreſtrain'd Contemplation + It is impoſſible, Vulgar 
- Notions are. ſo generally attended with Error, that 

Where ever one traces. the  Foot-ſteps. of the Many 

tending all one way, it is enough to make one ſul, 
pect, with the Fox in the Fable, that there is Fes 
Frick in it. The Eye of Reaſon is dull'd and ſtupiff- 
ed when it is confin'd, and made to gaze continually 
upon the fame Thing : It rather chooſes to 10ok a- 
bout it, and amuſe it ſelf with Variety of Objetts, 
as they lie ſcatter'd up and down in the unbounded 
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who kee <p: bar Company ; but he that keeps out til 


—O-2.m © V % 7 may 


Pry: with eat Applauſe, and it was even ron 


2500 FABLES. On 
be miſtaken, notwithſtanding the Number of thoſe 


he ſees: Reaſon to euter, acts upon true Maxims of 
Policy and Prudence. In ſhort, it becomes us, as 
we are reaſonable- Creatures, to behave our ſelyes as 
ſuch, and to do asfew things as , of yah Te - 
may have Occafion to repent. 4 


FAB. Lin. The Mice * Council 
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HE Mice call'd a ca Council; hers as Met; | 

after the Doors were loch d, enter d into a free Con- 
ſultation about Ways and Means, how to render their For- 
tunes and Eſtates more ſecure from the Danger of the 
Cat. Many things were offer d, and much was debated 

— eon open the Matter. At laſt a young Mouſe, in 
a * florid Speech, coneluded upon an Expedient, — 
that the only one, which was to put them for the future 
intirely out of the Power of the Enemy; and this was, 
that the Cat ſhould wear a Bell about her Neck, which up- 
on the leaſt Motion would give the Alarm, and be a Sig- 
nal for them to retire into their Holes, This Speech was 
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by ſome, that the Mouſe who made ir ſhould have the 
Thanks of the Aſſembly. Upon which an old grey Mouſe, 
who had fat ſilent all the while, ſtood up, and in another 
Speech, own'd that the Contrivance was admirable, -and 
| the Author of it without doubt an ingenious Mouſe; but, 
he ſaid, he thought it would not be fo proper to vote him 
Thanks till he ſhould farther inform them how this Bell 
was to be faſten'd about the Cat's Neck, and what Mouſe 
rte df. 
„ TIC4&.T ITO N. 
Many things appear feaſible in Speculation, which 
are afterwards found to be impracticable. And ſi nee 
the Execution of any thing is that which is to com- 
phone and finiſh its very Exiſtence, what raw Counſel- 
ers are thoſe who adviſe, what precipitate Politicians 
- thoſe who proceed to the Management of things in 
their Nature incapable of anſwering their own Ex- 
pectations, or their Promiſes to others. 
At the ſame time the Fable teaches us not to expoſe 
our ſelves in any of our little politic Coffee-houſe 
Committees, by determining what ſhould be done up- 
on every Occurrence of Male-adminiftration, when 
we have neither Commiſſion, nor Power to execute 
it, He that upon ſuch Occaſions adjudges, as a Pre- 
ſervative for the State, that this or. that ſhould be ap- 
plied to the Neck of thoſe who have been Enemies to 
it, will appear full as ridiculous as the Mouſe in the 
Fable, when the Queſtion is ask'd, Who ſhall put it 


þ 


there? In reality, we do but expoſe our ſelves-to the 


Hatred of ſome, and the Contempt of others, when 
we inadvertently utter our impracticable Speculations, 
in reſpect of the Public, either in private Company, 
or authoriz'd Aſſemblies.. | 
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r 
The Lion, the Aſs, and the Fox. 


HE Lion, the Af, and the Fox went 2 dudtiag to 
gether in the Foreſt; and it was agreed, that what= 
erer was taken ſhould be divided amongſt them: They 
bappen d to have very good Sport, and caught a large fit 
Hind, which the Lion order'd the Aſs to divide, The Aſs, 
according to the beſt of his Capacity, did- ſo, and made 
three pretty equal Shares. But ſuch levelling Doings not 
ſuiting at all with the craving Temper of the greedy Lis 
on, without farther Delay, he flew upon the Aſs, and 
tore him in Pieces; and then bid the Fox divide it into 
two Parts. Reynard, who: feldom wanted a Prompter, 
however had his: Cue given him ſufficiently. upon this 
Occaſion ; and ſo, nibbling off one little Bit for bimſelt,. 
he laid forth all the. reſt for the Lion's Portion. The 
royal Brute was ſo delighted at this dutiful and handſome 
Proof of his Reſpect, that he could not forbear expreſ- 
fing the Satisfaction it gave him; and ask d him with- 
al, where he could poſſibly have learn'd ſo proper, 
and ſo courtly a Behaviour? Why replies Renard, to tell 
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your Majeſty the Truth, I was taught it by the Af 

that lies dead there. 5 
Tb APPLICATION. 


1 We may learn a great deal of uſeful Experience 


take the Pains to obſerve them, And beſides the 
Profit of the Inſtruction, there is no ſmall Pleaſure 


in being taught any proper Science at the Expence of 


ſome body-elſe. To this Purpoſe, the Hiſtory of for. 
mer Times, as well as the Tranſactions of the pre- 
ſent, are — ping adapted; and ſo copious, as to be 
able to furniſt us wich Precedents upon almoſt every 
Occaſion- The Rock upon which another has {plic, 


is a kind of Light-houſe or Beacon, to warn us from 
the like Calamity; and by taking ſuch an Advantage, 


how eaſily may we ſteer a ſafe Courſe 
He that, in any Negotiation with his Betters, does 


/ Hot well and wiſely conſider how to behave himſelf, 
Jo as not to give Offence, may very likely come off 


as the Aſs did: But a cool thinking Man, tho' he 


ſhould deſpair of ever making Friends of People in 


Power, will be cautious and prudent enough to do 


nothing which may proyoke them to be his Enemies, 
FAB, 


ee ee eee 


. * . 


FAB. OXLV. The old Lion. 
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A Lion, wern out with old Age, lay fetching his aſt 
Gaſp, and agonizing in the convulfive Struggles of 
Death, Upon which Occaſion, ſeveral of the Beaſts, who- 
es, 4d formerly been Sufferers by him, came and 8 b 
"i thetnſelves upon him. The Boar, with his mighty Tusks, © - 
drove at him in a Stroke that glanc'd like Lightning. And 
the Bull gor'd him with his violent Horns. Which when 
the Aſs ſaw they might do without any Danger, he too 
came up, and threw his Heels in the Lion's Face. Upon. © 
which, the poor old expiring Tyrant utter d theſe Words 
with his laſt dying Groan: Alas! how grievous is it to 


ſuffer Inſults even from the brave and the valiant! But | 
to be ſpurn'd by ſo baſe a Creature as this is, who is the 4 ; 


Diſgrace of Nature, is worſe than dying ten thouſand. 
Deaths. = Ny 


Te APPLICATION. 


He that would be reverenc'd and reſpected by the of 
reſt of Mankind, muſt lay in a Foundation for it of 
fome kind or other; for People cannot be perſuaded 


lo pay Deference and Eſteem for nothing, So that 
B, 55 | = tho! 
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tho“ we have liv'd in good Repute in the World, if 
ever we ſhould hap 8 to out- live our Stock, we muſt 


not be ſurpriz'd if we find our ſelves lighted and 


affronted, even by the vileſt Scum of the People. 


If therefore we would raiſe to our ſelves a Dignity 
that will continue not only to the End of our Lives, 
but extend it ſelf far down among the Ages of Po- 
ſterity, we ſhould take care to eſtabliſh it upon a 
Foundation of Virtue and Good-nature: This will 
not only preſerve us from the Inſults of Enemies, 
but, upon Occaſion, ſurround us with „ oy Guard 


of faithful and Gncere Friends. 


F AB. . CXLVI The old Man and bis 3 
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N old Man had many Sons, d often pangragenl 
out with one another. When the Father had exert- 
ted his Authority, and us'd other Means in order to re- 
concile them, and all to no purpoſe, at laſt he had re- 


courſe to this Expedient; he order'd his Sons to be call'd 
before him, and a ſhort Bundle of Rods to be brought; 


and then commanded them one by one to try if, with all 
their Might and Strength, they could any of them break 


K. * all tried, but to no purpoſe; for the "ein 
15 
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being cloſely and compactly bound up together it, was 


impoſſible for the Force of Man to do it. After this, 


the Father order'd the Bundle to be untied, and gave 
a fingle Rod to each of his Sons, at the ſame time 
bidding him try to break it: Which when each did 
with all imaginable Eaſe, the Father addreſs'd himſelf to 
them to this Effect. O my Sons, behold the Power of 
Unity! For if you, in like manner, would but keep your 
ſelves ſtrictly conjoin'd in the Bonds of Friendſhip, it could 
not be in the Power of any Mortal to hurt you. But 
when once the Ties of Brotherly Affection are diſſolv'd, 
how ſoon do you fall to pieces, and are liable to be vio- 
lated by every injurious Hand that aſſaults you! | 
; Te APPLICATION. 
Nothing is more neceſſary towards compleating and 
continuing the Well-being of Mankind, than their en- 
tering into, and preſerving Friendſhips and Alliances. 
The Safety of a Government depends chiefly upon 
this; and therefore it is weaken'd and expos'd to its 
Enemies in Proportion as it is divided by Parties. 4 
Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is brought to Deſolation. 
And the fame holds good, among all Societies and 


Corporations of Men, from the great Conſtitution of 


the Nation down to every little parochial Veſtry. The 
Peace of a Village depends as much upon the happy 
Agreement of the Miniſter, Church-wardens, and Ma- 
jority of Pariſhioners, as the Welfare of the whole 
Nation does upon the Harmony. of King, Lords, 
and Commons. But the Neceflity of Friendſhip ex- 
tends it ſelf to all ſorts of Relations in Life; as it con- 
duces mightily to the Advantage of particular Clans 
and Families. Thoſe of the ſame Blood and Lineage 
have a natural Diſpoſition to unite together, which 
they ought, by all means, to cultivate and improve. 
It muſt be a great Comfort to People, when they fall 
under any Calamity, to know that there are many 


others do ſympathize with them; a great Load of 


Grief is mightily leſſen'd when it is parcel'd out into 

many Shares. And then, Joy, of all our Paſſions, loves 

to bo communicative, and generally increaſes, in Pro- 
. JR 
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portion to the Number of thoſe who partake of i 
with us. We defy the Threats and Malice of an Ene- 
my, when we are aſſur'd that he can't attack us ſingle, 
but muſt encounter a Bundle of Allies at the ſane 
time. But they that behave themſelves fo, as to have 
few or no Friends in the World, live in a perpetual 
Fear and Jealouſy of Mankind, becauſe they are ſen. 
fible of their own Weakneſs, 'and know themſelves 
liable to be cruſh'd or broken to Rheges | by ths ful} 


Aggreſſor. 
1 FAB. | CXLVIT. 
| The old Vans wed her Maids. 
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Certain old Woman had ſeveral Maids, which ſhe ed 
to call up to their Work, every Morning, at -the 
Crowing of the Cock. The Wenches, who found it grie- 
vous to have their ſweet Sleep diſturb'd ſo early, com- 
bin'd together and kill'd the Cock; thinking that, when 
the Alarm was gone, they . might enjoy themſelves jn 
their warm Beds a little longer. The old Woman, griev'd 
far the Loſs of her Cock, and having by ſome means or 
other diſcover d the whole Plot, was reſolv d to be even 
with them; for, — 3 
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fa 2 . Te APPLICATION. 


le, It can never be expected that Things ſnould be in 
me all reſpects agreeable to our Wiſhes : and if they 
ve are not very bad indeed, we ought in many Caſes to 
ual I be contented with them; left when, thro' Impatience, 


ole 
Jes 


oft 


we pecipitately quit our preſent Condition of Life, 4 
we may to our Sorrow. find, with the old Saying, | 
that ſeldom comes a better. - Before we attempt any 
Alteration of- moment, We ſhould. be certain what 
State it will produce; for, when. Things are already 
bad, to make them worſe by trying Experiments, is 
an .Tgument of great Weakneſs and Folly, and is ſure 
to be attended with a-too late Repentance. Griev- 
ances, if really ſueh, ought. by all means to be re- 
dreſs'd, provided we can be aſſur'd of doing it with 
Succeſs 2 But we had better, at any time, bear with 
ſome Incofiveniences, than make our Condition worſe 
by. 3 to mend it. Revolutions in a State eſpe- 
cially ſhould. not be undertaken, without the moſt 
preſſing Neceſſity; There are very few Inſtances of 
their having been brought about to the Advantage of 
the whole Community. Kings, on the one ſide, had 
better loſe a little Prerogative, or the People on the 
other, ſuffer their Liberties to be a little infring'd; 
than for the one, by force of Arms, to endeavour at 
abſolute Monarchy; or the other, by carrying their 
Reſiſtance too far, to hope for a mere Democracy, 


his; for a Traitor is a Villain of no Principles, that 
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FAB. CXLVIIL © 
The Falconer and the Partridge; 
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A Falconer haviog taken a Partridge in bis Nets, the 
Bird begg'd hard for a Reprieve, and promis'd the 
Man, if he would let him go, to decoy other Partridges 
into his Net. No, replies the Falconer, I was before de- 
termin'd not to ſpare you, but now you have condemn'd 
your ſelf by your own Words: For he who is ſuch a 
Scoundrel as to offer to betray his Friends to fave himſelf 
deſerves, if poſſible, worſe than Death. | 


V 

However it may be convenient for us to like the 
Treaſon, yet we muſt be very deſtitute of Honour, 
Not to hate and abominate the Traitor, And accor- 
dingly Hiſtory ſurniſhes us with _— Inſtances of 
Kings and great Men, who have puniſh'd the Actors 
of Treachery with Death, tho' the Part they ated has 
been ſo conducive to their Intereſts, as to give them 
a Victory, or perhaps the quiet Poſſeſſion of a Thrdhe, 
Nor can Princes purſue a more juſt Maxim than 
4 ſticks 


- 


SO P' FABLES. 25 
Aicks at nothing to promote his own felfiſh Ends; 
he that betrays one Cauſe for a great Sum of Money, 
will betray another upon the ſame Account; and there- 
fore it muſt be very impolitic in a State, to ſuffer 
ſuch wretches to live in it. 
Since then this Maxim is ſo good, and ſo likely at 
all times to be practis'd, what ſtupid Rogues muſt 
they be, who undertake ſuch precarious dirty Work ! 
Tf they miſcarry, it generally proves fatal to them from 
one Side or other; if they ſucceed, perhaps they may 
have the promis'd Reward, but are ſure to be deteſt- 
ons if ſuffer'd to live, by the very Perſon that employs 
©. FAR. Cx 
The Porcupine and the Snakes. 
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of Snakes to give him Admittance into their Cave. 
They were preyail'd upon, and let him in accordingly; but 
were ſo annoy'd with his ſharp prickly Quille, that they _ 
ſoon repented of their eaſy Compliance, and intreated the 
Porcupine to withdraw and leave them their Hole to them= 
ſelves. No, ſays he, let them quit the Place that don't 
like it; for my part, I am well enough fatisficd as I _ 
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*ncommoding our ſelves. Therefore, before we enter 


_ <onfider his Nature and Qualities, his Circumſtances' 
Size and Proportion of our Defires; otherwiſe our, 


being warm in all their Paſſions, throw open their 


uncertain Lights. Thus they ſometimes receive a Vi- 


a Porcupine for a Cenſort; with whom they are 


of the greateſt ng in Life; therefore, to be mi- 


2 Word, the Doctrine which this Fable ſpeaks, is to vl 
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F , CATION. 
- Some People are of ſuch brutiſh inhoſpitable Tem- 
pers, that there is no living with them, without greatly 


1 


into any degree of Friendſhip, Allianee or Partnerſhip, 
with any Perſon whatever, we ſhould thoroughly 


and his Humour. There ought to be ſomething in each 
of theſe reſpects, to tally: and correſpond with our own 
Meaſures; to ſuit our Genius, and adapt it ſelf to the 


Aſſociations, of whatever kind, may prove the great- 
eſt Plagues of our Life. FO 
Young Menare very apt to run into this Error; and 


Arms at once, and admit, into the greateſt Intimacy, 
Perſons whom they know little of, but by falſe and 


per into their Boſom, . inſtead of a Friend: and take 


oblig'd to- cohabit, tho“ ſhe may prove a Thorn in 
their Sides as long as they live, A true Friend is one 


ſtaken or diſappointed of ſuch an Enjoyment, when 
we hope to be in full Poſſeſſion of it, muſt be as great 


a Mortification, 80 that we cannot be too nice and I ©) 
ſcrupulous in our Choice of Thoſe, who are to be ,-- 


our e for Life: for they muſt have but a f. 
poor ſhallow Notion of Friendſhip, who intend to 10 
take it, like a Leaſe, for a Term of Years only. In MW” 


prepare us againſt being injur'd or deceiv'd by a rafh 
Combination of any fort. The Manners of the Man 
we deſire for a Friend, of the Woman we like for a 


” Wife, of the Perſon with whom we would jointly ma- Vult 
nage and concert Meaſures for the Advancement of upor 
our temporal Intereſt, ſhould be narrowly and cautt- Ill jeſty 


ouſly inſpe&ed, before we embark with them in the ¶ Doul 
fame Velfel ; left we ſhould alter our Mind when it is iaten 
too late, and think of regaining the Shore, after Wwe able 


* 


Baye launch'd out of our Depth, - 
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Tm CL. 7 he Peacock and the e 


HE Birds met £6644" upon a time, to chooſe & 
King. And the Peacock ſtanding Candidate, diſ- 
play'd his gaudy Plumes, and catch'd the Eyes of the 
filly Multitude, with the Richneſs of his Feathers. The 
Majority declared for him, and clap't their Wings with 
great Applauſe. But, juſt as they were going to pro- 
caim him, the Magpye ſtept forth in the midſt of the 
Aſſembly, and addreſs'd himſelf thus to the new King: 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty elect, to permit one of your 
unworthy Subjects to repreſent to you his Suſpicions and 
Apprehenſions, in the Face of this whole Congregation: 
We have choſen, you for our King, we have put our Lives 
and Fortunes into your Hands, and our whole Hope and 
Dependence is upon you: If therefore the Eagle, or the 
a- © Vulture, or the Kite, ſhould at any time make a Deſcent 
of upon us, as it is highly probable they will, may your Ma- 
i- Jeſty be ſo gracious as to diſpel our Fears, and clear our 
6 I Doubts about that Matter, by letting us know how you 
5 intend to defend us againſt them. This pithy unanſwer- 
A. able —— drew the whole Audience into fo juſt a 
N | Reflection, 


k 
* 


Refledion, that they ſoon -reſolv'd to proceed to a new 


Choice. But, from that time, the Peacock has been 
look d upon as a vain inſignificant Pretender, and the Mag- 
pye eſteem'd as eminent a Speaker as any among the 
whole Community of Birds. ; 
APPLICATION. 

Form and Outſide, in the Choice of a Ruler, ſhould 
not be ſo much regarded, as the Qualities and Endow- 
ments of the Mind, In chooſing Heads of Corporz 
tions, from the King of the Land, down to the Ma- 
ſter of a Company, upon every new Election, it 
ſhould be inquired into, which. of the Candidates is 
moſt capable of adyancing the Good and Welfare of 
the Community; and upon him the Choice ſhould 
fall. But the Eyes of the Multitude, are ſo dazzled 
with Pomp and Shew, Noiſe and Ceremony, that 
they can't ſee things really 'as they are: and from 
hence it comes to paſs, that ſo many Abſurdities are 
committed and maintain'd in the World. People ſhould 
examine and weigh the real Weight and Merit of 
the Perſon, and not be impos'd upon by falſe Co- 
ours and Pretences of I know not what, 
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FA B. CLI. The Parrot and bis 2 | 
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Parrot, which belong'd to a Perſon of Quality, was 
fed every Day with plenty of choice Daiuties; and 


| kept in a ſtately Cage, which was ſet abroad upon a Mar- 


bie Table in the Garden, that he might enjoy the Light 
of the Sky, and the Freſhneſs of the Air, to the beſt Ad- 
vantage. His Maſter, and all the Family, when they 
talk'd to him, us'd the moſt tender fond Expreſſions, and 
the Diſorder of his Feathers was ſooth'd with . kindly 
Touches, by the fair Hand of his Lady. Yet notwith- 
tinding this happy Situation, he was uneaſy ; and cnvied the 
Condition of thoſe Birds, who liv'd free in the Wilderneſs, 
and hopt up and down, unconfin'd, from Bough to Bough, 
He earneſtly-long'd to lead the ſame Life, and ſecretly pin'd 
with Grief, becauſe his Wiſhes. were denied him. After 
ſome time however, it happen'd, that the Door of his 
Cage was left unfaſten d, and the long - wiſſid- for Oppor- 
unity was given him of making an Elopement. Ac- 
cordingly out he flew, and convey d himſelf among the 
Shades of a neighb'ring Wood, where he thought to ſpead 
the Remainder of his Days in Content, But alas! poor 
| N 2 | Pol 
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Pol was miſtaken; a thouſand Inconveniences, which he 
never dream't on, attend this Elopement of his; and he is 
now really that miſerable Creature, which, before, bis Ima- 
gination only made him. He is buffetted by the ſavage 
Inhabitants of the Grove; and his Imitation of a human 
Voice, which formerly render'd him fo agreeable, does but 
the more expoſe him to the fierce Reſentment of the fea- 


tther'd Nation. The delicate Food with which he us'd to 


be fed, is no more; he is unskill'd in the Ways of provi- 
ding for himſelf, and even ready to die with Hunger, A 
Srorm of Rain, Thunder, and Lightning fills all the Air, 
and he has no Place to ſcreen and protect him: his Feathers 
are wetted with the heavy Shower, and blaſted with the 
Flaſhes of ethereal Fire. His tender Nature, ſuited to a 
milder Climate, could not ſtand the ſevere Shock; he 
even died under it. But, juſt before he breath'd his liſt, 
he is faid to have made this Reflection. Ah poor Pol! were 
you but in your Cage. again, you would never wander 
— Pe . 
The APPLICATION. 
This Fable may be a proper Leſſon to thoſe who are 
poſſeſs'd with a Spirit of Rambling, and trying Experi- 
ments; who are ſo infatuated with theſe airy 3 
that tho' they have a warm Houſe over their Heads, 
and a good Table to eat at, kind indulgent Parents, or 
fond Husbands, yet they can't be contented, but muſt 
ſally forth into the wide World, and paſs, as it were, 
into a new and untried Being. What the Poet ſays of 
his jilting Miſtreſs, 5 e 
Miſeri] quibus intentata nites. 


may be averr'd of any other golden Dreams of Hap: 
pineſs, which we would endeayour to put in Practice. 
People may have felt imaginary Inconveniences at 
home; but, as they have been us'd to live in a De- 
pendence upon others, let them but go abroad, and 
try to ſhift for themſelves, and they will, in all pro 
bability, ſoon feel real Miſeries. No Ship puts tC 
Sea without an experienc'd Pilot; nor do Armies or 


which when he perceiv'd, he could not help owning it 


A SOP''FABLES. 269 
the Field, but under a General of Conduct and Cou- 
rage; yet ſome Women and Children are ſo perverſe 
and wrongheaded, that they will leave a quiet ſafe 
Port and launch out into a World of Troubles and 
Dangers, without the leaſt ſhare of Diſcretion to ſteer 
their Courſe by. How can they hope to eſcape ſplit- 
ting upon eyery Rock, who are thus raſh and adven- 
turous! A ſevere Repentance after ſuch Elopements is 
generally as certain, as it is uſeleſs and unregarded, 


FAB. CLII. The Fowler and the Ringdove. 
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Fowler took his Gun, and went into the Woods 3 
ſhooting, He ſpied a Ringdove among the Branches 
of an Oak, and intended to kil} it. He clap'd the Piece 
to his Shoulder, and took his aim accordingly. But, juft 
as he was going to pull the Trigger, an Adder which he 
bad trod upon, under the Graſs, ſtung him ſo painfully in 


the Leg, that he was forc'd to quit his Deſign, and threw 


his Gun down in a Paſſion, The Poiſon immediately in- 
fected his Blood, and his whole Body began to mortify : 


Nz3 LE, 


Cy rene 
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to be juſt, Fate, ſays he, has brought Deſtruction upon 
Me, while I was contriving the Death of another, 


The AP P'L FCAT FON; 


This is another Leſſon againſt Injuſtice; a Topic in 


which our juſt Author abounds. And if we conſider 


the Matter fairly, we muſt allow it to be as reaſona- 
ble that ſome one ſhould do Violence to us, as we 
mould commit it upon another: When we are im- 
partial in our Reflections, thus we muſt always think. 
The unjuſt Man, with a harden'd unfeeling Heart, 
can do a thouſand bitter Things to others: But if any 
Angle Calamity touches himſelf, oh how tender he is! 
How inſupportable is the Uneafineſs it occaſions! 
Why ſhould we think others born to hard Treatment 
more than our ſelves? or imagine it can be reaſonable 
to do to another, what we ourſelves ſhould be un- 
willing to ſuffer? In our Behaviour to all Mankind, 
we need only ask our ſelves theſe plain Queſtions, and 
our Conſciences will tell us how to act. Conſcience, 
like a good valuable Domeſtic, plays the Remem- 
brancer to us upon all Occafions, and gives us a gen- 
_ tle Twitch when we are going to do a wrong Thing. 


It is like a Guardian Divinity, and when it is proper. 


we ſhould be awaken'd out of our ſtupid. Errors, 
ſerves us as Apollo did the Poet, | 


—— Cynthius aurem 1 
Vellit & admonuit— Hor, 
It does not, like the Adder in the Fable, bite us to 
Death, but only gives us kind Cautions. However, 
if we neglect theſe juſt and frequent Warnings, and 
continue.m a Courſe of Wickedneſs and Injuſtice, 
don't let us be furpriz'd if Providence thinks fit, at 
laſt, to give us a home Sting, and to exerciſe a little 
Retaliation upon us. x 
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A Sow had Inf — and ay- in the ty with ber 
whole Litter of Pigs about her. A Wolf, who 
long d for one of them, but knew not how to come at 
it, endeavour'd to inſinuate himſelf into the Sow's good 
Opinion. And accordingly coming up to her, How does 
the good Woman in the Straw do, fays he; can I be of 
any Service to you Mrs. Sow, in relation to your little 
Family here? if you have a mind to go abroad and air 
your ſelf a little, or ſo, you may depend upon it, I will 
take as much Care of your Pigs as you could do your 
ſelf; Your humble Servant, ſays the Sow, I thoroughly 
underſtand your Meaning; and, to let y6u know 1 do, I 
muſt be ſo free as to tell you, I had rather have your 
Room than your Company; and therefore if you would 
act like a Wolf of Honour and, _ me, I beg I may 
never ſee your Face again, 


The APPLCIATION. 


The being officiouſiy good-natur'd and civil is ſome- 
thing ſo uncommon in the World, that one can't hear 
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Man TY profeſſion of it, without being ſarpriz'd, 


or, at leaſt, ſuſpecting the Diſintereſtedneſs of his 
Intentions. Eſpecially, when one who is a Stranger 


to us, or, tho known, is ill efteem'd by us, will 


be making Offers of Services, we have great Reaſon 
to look to our felves, and exert a Shyneſs and 
Coldneſs towards him, We ſhould reſolve not to 
receive even Favours from bad kind of People; for 
ſhould it happen that ſome immediate Miſchief was 
not couch'd in them, yet it is dangerous to have 
Obligations to ſuch, or to give them an Opportu- 


nity of making a Communication with us. As He. 


race lays, "57 
| =—vetabo ſub Iſden 
Sit trabibus, fragilemve mecum 
Solvat phaſelum. 


one ſhould, if poſſible, avoid all Manner of Inter- 
in 


courſe and Dealing with a Knave; the Houſe is not 
ſafe over us, nor the Ship under. us, while a Villain 


is in Company. That is, our Welfare and Happinefs 
are in Danger, as long as we ſuffer a Rogue to have 
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FAB. CLIV. 
The Husbandman and the Stork. 
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1 E Husbandman pitch'd a Net in his Fields to take 
the Cranes and Geeſe, which came to feed upon the 
new-ſown Corn. Accordingly he took ſeveral both Cranes 
and Geeſe; and among them a Stork, who pleaded hard 
for his Life, and, among other Apologies which he made, 
alledg'd that he was neither Gooſe nor Crane, but a poor 
harmleſs Stork, who perform'd his Duty to his Parents to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, feeding them when they were old, 
and, as Occafion requir'd, carrying them from Place to 
Place upon his Back, All this may be true, replies the 
Husbandman ;. but, as I have taken you in bad Company, 
and in the ſame Crime, you muſt 1995 to ſuffer the 


fame Puniſhment. 


The APPLICATION. 


If bad Company had nothing elſe to make us ſhun 
and avoid it, this, methinks, might be ſufficient, that 
it infects and taints a Man's Reputation to as great a 


Pw as if he were * vert d in the Wicket 
Ns nefs 
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neſs of the whole Gang. What is it to me, if the 
Thief, who robs me of my Money, gives part of it 
te build a Church? Is he ever the leſs a Thief? Shall 
a Woman's going to Prayers twice a Day fave her 
Reputation, if ſhe is known to be a malicious lying 
Goſſip? No; ſuch Mixtures of Religion and Sin make 
the Offence but the more flagrant, as they convince 
us that it was not committed out of Ignorance. In. 
deed there is no living without being guilty of ſome 
Faults, more or leſs; which the World ought to be 
good- natur'd enough to over- look, in conſideration of 
the general Frailty of Mankind, when they are not 
too groſs and too abundant. But, when we are ſo 
abandoned to Stupidity, and a neglect of our Repu- 
tation, as to keep bad Company, however little we 
may be criminal in reality, we muſt expect the ſame 
Cenſure and Puniſhment as is due to the moſt- notori 
ous of our Companions. | 


FAB. CL. The Shepherd's Boy. 
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times, drew the Husbandmen, in an adjoining Field, 
from their Work; who finding themſelves: deluded, re- 
ſoly'd for the future to take no notice of his Alarm. 
Soon after the Wolf came indeed. The Boy cry'd- out 
in Earneſt, But no Heed being given to his Cries, the 


Sheep are devour'd by the Wolf. 


Te APPLICATION. 


He that is detected for being a notorious Liar, be- 
ſides the Ignominy and Reproach of the Thing, in- 
curs this Miſchief, That he will ſcarce be able to get 
any one to believe him again as long as he lives. 
However true our Complaint may be, or how much 
ſoever it may be for our Intereſt to have it believ'd, 
yet if we have been frequently caught tripping before, 
we ſhall hardly be able to gain Credit to what we 
relate afterwards, Tho” Mankind are generally ſtupid . 
enough to be often impos'd upon, yet few are ſo 
ſenſeleſs as to believe a notorious Liar, or to truſt a 
Cheat upon Record, Theſe little Shams, when found 
out, are ſufhciently prejudicial to the Intereſt of eye- 
ry private Perſon who practiſes them. But, when we 
are alarmed with imaginary Dangers in reſpe@ of the 
Public, till the Cry grows quite.ſtale and threadbare, 
how can it be expected we ſhould know. when te 
guard our ſelves againſt real one 2s | 
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Ac Child was * in a Meadow, and. by chance 
trod upon a Serpent. The Serpent in the Fury of 
his Paſſion, wy up and bit the Child with his poiſon- 
ous Teeth, ſo that it died immediately. The Father of 
the Child, inſpir d with Grief and Revenge, took a Wea: 
pon in his Hand, and purfuing the Serpent,” before he 


could get into his Hole, ſtruck at him, and lopt off a 


Piece of his Tail. The next Day, hoping by this Strata- 
gem to finiſh his Revenge, he brought to the Serpent's 
Hole, Honey, Meal and Salt, and. deſir d him to come 
forth, proteſting that he only ſought a Reconciliation on 
both ſides. However he was not able to decoy the Ser- 
pent forth, who only hifs'd from within to this Pur- 
poſe; In vain you attempt a Reconciliation ; for, as long 


as the Memory of the dead Child, and the mangled Tail 
ſubſiſt, it will be . you and I to  baye any 


By for each ether, 
6 


Serpent wi 
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The APPLICATION © 


The Man who has injur'd you will never forgive you ; 
is a Spaniſh Proverb, and, after their dry Way, a ve- 
ood one. It ſeems odd at firſt Sight; becauſe 


one would think the Backwardneſs to forgive ſhould 


be on the ſide. of him who has receiv'd the Injury; 
but the Truth of the Maxim lies, with much more 
Certainty, on the other fide, The Conſciouſneſs of 
having provok'd the Reſentment of another, will 
dwell ſo continually upon the Mind of the Aggreſſor, 
that he can't reſt till he has finiſh'd his Work, and 


put it as much as poſſible out of his Enemy's Power 


to make _y Return upon him. Therefore, as the 
ely obſerves, it is in vain for two People, 
who have palpably injur'd each other, ever to expect 


to live well together for the future. Morality bids us 
forgive our Enemies, and the Voice of Reafon con- 


firms the ſame; But neither Reaſon nor Morality bids 
us enter into a Friendſhip with, or repoſe a Confi- 
dence in, thofe who have injur'd us. We may re- 
ſolve not to return ill Uſage; but ought never to be 


forgiven, if, when we can | ona it, we put our 
8. | | | 


ſelves into our Enemy's Han 


FAN. 
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FAB. CLVII. 
The Swallow and other Birds. 
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Farmer was ſowing his Field with Flax, The 
Swallow obſerv'd it; and delir'd the other Birds to 
aſſiſt her in picking the Seed up, and deſtroying it; tel- 

ling them that Flax was that pernicious Material of which 
the Thread was compos'd, which made the Fowler's Nets, 
and by that Means contributed to the Ruin of ſo many 
mnocent Birds. But the poor Swallow, not having the 
Fortune to be regarded, the Flax ſprung up and ap- 
pear'd above the Ground. She. then put them in mind 
once more of their impending Danger, and wiſh'd them 
to pluck it up in the Bud, before it went any farther. 
They ſtill neglected her Warnings; and the Flax grew up 
into the high Stalk. She yet again deſir'd them to at- 
tack it, for that it was not yet too late. But all that ſhe 
could get was to be ridiculd and deſpis d for a filly pre- 
tending Prophet. The Swallow finding all her Remon- 
ſtrances avail'd nothing, was reſoly'd to leave the Society of 
Lack unthinking careleſs Creatures, before it was too late. 
So 


JJ TRL TCD EDS ERP V2 Wh hes ROY 22 . oy; 


1 


ESOP's FABLES. 255 
So quitting the Woods, ſhe repair'd to the Houſes; and 
forſaking the Converſation of the Birds, has, ever ſince, 
made her Abode among the Dwellings of Men.. 


c 


As Men, we ſhould always exerciſe ſo much Hu- 

manity as to endeavour the Welfare of Mankind, 
particularly of our Acquaintance and Relations; and, - 
if by nothing farther, at leaſt by our good Advice. 
When we have done this, and, if Occaſion requir'd, 
continued to repeat it a ſecond or third Time, we 
ſhall have acquitted our ſelves ſufficiently from any 
Imputation upon their Miſcarriage ; and have nothing 
more- to do but to ſeparate our ſeives from them, that 
we may not be involy'd in their Ruin, or be ſuppos'd to 
partake of their Error. This is an Excommunication 
which Reaſon allows, For, as it would be cruel 
on the one Side, to perſecute and hurt People for 
being Miſtaken; ſo, on the other, it would be indiſ- 
creet and oyer-complaiſant to keep them Company 
thro” all their wrong Notions, and act contrary to 


-Qur Opinion, out of pure Civility. 
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FAB. CLVIII. 


af 


— 
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lig d to found at the Word of Command. For that Rea- 
fon, replied his Enemies, we are determin'd not to ſpare 
vou; for tho' you your ſelf never fight, yet, with that 
wicked Inſtrument of yours, you blow up Animoſity be- 
tween other People, and ſo are the Occaſion of much 


o | | 
Te APPLICATION. 

A Man may be guilty of Murder, who has never 
handled a Sword, or pull'd a Trigger, or lifted up 
his Arm with any miſchievous Weapon. There is a 
little Incendiary call'd the Tongue, which is more ve- 
nomous than a poiſon'd Arrow, and more killing than 
a two-edged Sword. The Moral of the Fable there- 
Fore is this, that if, in any civil Inſurrection, the Per- 


{ons taken in Arms againſt the Government deſerve 
1 N 10 


rr 
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to die, much more do they, whoſe deviliſh Tongues 


ave Birth to the Sedition, and excited the Tumult. 


When wicked Prieſts, inſtead of preaching Peace and 
Charity, imploy that Engine of Scandal, their Tongue, 
to foment Rebellions, whether they ſucceed in their 
Deſigns or no, they ought to be ſeverely puniſhed : 
for they have done what in them lay to ſet Folks to- 
gether by the Ears; they have blown the Trumpet, 
and ſounded the Alarm; and if Thouſands are not 
deftroy'd by the Sword, it is none of their Fault. 


— — - — — 


neſs, and vainly boaſted of her own great Speed in 


running. Let us make a Match, replied the Tortoiſe; II 
run with you five Miles for five Pounds, and the Fox 


yonder ſhall be Umpire of the Race. The Hare agreed; 
and away they both ſtarted together. ' But the Hare, by 
reaſon of her exceeding Swiftneſs, out- ran the Tortoiſe 
to ſuch a degree, that ſhe made a Jeſt of the Matter; and, 
finding herſelf a little tir'd, ſquatted in a Tuft of Fern that 
grew by the Way, and took a Nap; thinking, that if the 


Tortoiſe went by, ſhe could at any time, fetch him vp, 


With 


Hare inſulted a Tortoiſe upon account of his Slow? 
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with all the Eaſe imaginable. In the mean while the Tor- 
toiſe came jogging on, with a ſlow but continued Mo- 
tion; and the Hare, out of a too great Security and Con- 


fidence of Victory, over-ſleeping herſelf, he arriv'd. at the 
End of the Race firſt. | | | 
The APPLICATION. 
Induſtry and Application to Buſineſs make amend? 
for the want of a quick and ready Wit, Hence it is 
that the Victory is not always to the Strong, nor the 
Race to the ſwift, Men of fine Parts are apt to de: 
ſpiſe the Drudgery of Buſineſs : But by affecting to 
ſhew the Superiority of their Genius, upon many Oe. 
caſions they run into too great an Extreme the other 
Way ; and the Adminiftration of their Aﬀairs is ru- 
in'd thro' Idleneſs and Neglect. What Advantage has 
2 Man from the Fertility of his Invention, and the 
Vivacity of his Imagination, unleſs his Reſolution; 
are executed with a ſuitable and uninterrupted Rapi- 
dity ? In ſhort, your Men of Wit and Fire as they are 
_ call'd, are oftentimes Sots, Slovens, and lazy Fellows: 
They are generally proud and conceited to the laſt de- 
gree; and, in the main, not the fitteſt Perſons for ei. 
ther Converſation or Buſineſs. Such is their Vanity, 
they think the Spritlineſs of their Humour inconſiſt- 
ent with a plain ſober way of thinking and ſpeaking, 
and able to atone for all the little Neglects of. ther 
Buſineſs and Perſon. But the World will not be thus 
impos'd upon; the Man who would gain the Eſteem 
of others and make his own Fortune, muſt be one that 
carries his Point effectually, and finiſhes his Courſe 
without ſwerving and loitering. Men of dull Parts, 
anda ſlow Apprehenſian, alte by a continued Di- 
ligence, are more likely to attain this, than your brisk 
Retailers of Wit with their affected Spleen and Indo- 
lence. And, if Zuſineſs be but well done, no matter 
whether it be done by the Sallies of a refin'd Wit, ol 7 
whe conſidering Head of a plain plodding Man, 3 
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A Wolf clothing himſeif in the Skin of a Sheep, and 
A getting in among the Flock, by this means took the 
Opportunity to devour many of them. At laſt the Shep- 
herd difcover'd him, and cunningly faſtening a Rope about 
his Neck, tied him up to a Tree which ſtood hard by. 
Some other Shepherds happening to paſs that Way, and 
obſerving what he was about, drew near, and expreſs'd 

their Admiration at it. What, ſays one of them, Brother, 
do you make hanging of Sheep ? No, replies the other, 
but J make hanging of a Wolf whenever I catch him, 
tho' in the Habit and Garb of a Sheep. Then he ſhew'd. 
them their Miftake ; and they applauded the Juſtice of 
the Execution. „ On 3:21 


ta A PPLIGATION 
This Fable ſhews us that no Regard is to be had 
to the mere Habit or Outſide of any Perſon, but to 
undiſguis'd Worth, and intrinfick Virtue, When we 
place our Eſteem upon the external Garb, before we 
inform ourſelves of the Qualities which it coyers, we 


* 
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may often miſtake evil for good, and, inſtead of a MW . 
Sheep, take a Wolf into our Protection. Thertfore, Wi 
however innocent or ſanctified any one may appear MW e 
as to the Veſture wherewith he is cloth'd, we ſhall Pre 
aſt raſhly, becauſe we may be impos'd upon, if from on 
thence we take it for granted that he is inwardly ab on 
goud and righteous as his outward Robe would per. iſ exc 
Iuade us he is. Men of Judgment and Penetration of 
don't uſe to give an implicit Credit to a particular I cr) 
Habit, or of a peculiar Colour, but love to make 23 sb 


more exact Scrutiny; - | | Dc 
| Detrahire & pellem, nitidus qua quiſque per ora 
Cederet, introrſum turpis. „ 
He that won't come up to the Character of an honeſt 
good kind of Man when ſtript of his Sheep's Cloth WW R. 
ing, is but the more deteſtable for his intended Im. 
poſture. As the Wolf was but the more obnoxiout 
to the Shepherd's Reſentment, by wearing a Habit ſo 
little ſuiting with his Manners. | | 


F AB. CLXI. The Wolves and the Sheep. a 
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* bs HE Wolves and the Sheep had been a long time in i 


_ —— — 
0 


State of War together, At laſt a Ceſſation of Arm? 
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was propos d in order to a Treaty of Peace; and Hoſtages 
were to be deliver d on both ſides for Security. The Wolves 
propos d that the Sheep ſhould give up their Dogs on the 
m one fide, and that they would deliver up their young ones 
2s bon the other. This Propoſal was agreed to; but no ſooner 
r- executed, than the young Wolves began to how! for want 
"nM of their Dams, The old ones took this Opportunity to 
ar W cry out, The Treaty was broke; and ſo falling upon the 
ai sbeep, who were deſtitute of their faithful Guardians the 
Dogs, they worried and devour d them without Control, 
WW Wa3A£ATTFELICATION 

In all our Tranſactions with Mankind, even in the 
moſt private and low Life, we ſhould have a ſpecial 
Regard, how, and with whom we truſt our ſelves. Meng 
in this reſpect, ought to look upon each other as Wolves, 
and to keep themſelves under a ſecure Guard, and in 
a continual Poſture of Defence. Particularly, upon 
any Treaties a ar the Securities on both 
ſides ſhould be ſtrictly conſider'd; and each ſhould act 
9 with ſo cautious a View, to their own Intereſt, as ne- 

ver to pledge or part with that which is the very Eſ- 
ſence and Baſis of their Safety and Well-being. 

And if this be a juſt and reaſonable Rule 2 Men 

to govern themſelves by in their own private Affairs, 
how much more fitting and neceſſary is it in any Con- 
juncture wherein the public is concern'd! If the Ene; 
my ſhould demand our whole Army for an Hoſtage, 
the nee. in our complying with it would be ſo 
oroſs and apparent, that we could not help obſervin 
it: but perhaps a Country may equally expoſe it ſelf 
by parting with a particular Town or General, as its 
whole Army; its Safety, not ſeldom, depending as 
much upon one of the former, as upon the latter. In 
ſhort, Hoſtages and Securities may be ſomething yery 
dear to us, but ought never to be given up, if our 
2 and Preſervation have any Dependence upon 
em. 8 42 | | | 
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FAB. CLXI.. The young: Man and his Cat, 
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„ dee young Man us'd to play with a Cat; of 
— he grew ſo fond, that at laſt he fell in Lov: 

ow it; and to fuch a degree, that he could reſt neit het 
Night nor Day for the "Exceſs of his Paſſion, Ar laft he 
pray'd to Venus, the Goddeſs of Beauty, to pity him, and 
relieve his Pain. The good-natur'd Goddeſs was propiti- 
ous and heard his Prayers; before he roſe up from . knee|- 
Ing, the Cat which he held in his Arms was transform'd 
into a beautiful Girl. The Youth was tranſported with 
Joy, and married her that very Day. At Night they went 
to Bed; and as the new Bride lay encircled in the. Em- 
braces of her amorovs' Husband, ſhe unfortunately heard a 
Mouſe behind the Hangings,” and ſprung from his Arm: 
to purſue it. Venus,” offended to ſee her facred Rites pro- 
"-phan'd by ſuch an indecent Behaviour; and, perceiving that 
ber new Convert, tho' a Woman in outward Appearance, 
was a Cat in her Heart, ſhe made her return to her old 
Form again, that her Manners and Perſon might be agree 


able to cach other, 
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| The APPLICATION. 
People, as to their Manners and Behaviour, take a 
ſtrong Bias from ' Cuſtom and Education, but a much 
ſtronger from Nature. 55 | 


Naturam expellas furca; tamen uſque recurret, 
Et mala perrumpet furtim faſtidia victrix. Hor. 


Her Laws are ſo ſtrong, that it is in vain for us 
to go to oppoſe them; we may refine and improve, 
but can never totally alter her Works. | | 
Upon this Account it is that we oftentimes ſee filly 

aukward Blockheads diſplaying their Idiotiſm and Fol- 
ly thro' all theit Enſigns of Dignity : for ſome Natures 
are fo coarſe and ruſtic, that all the Embroidery of 
a Court can't conceal them. Doubtleſs, ſuch People 
were intended by Nature: for nothing above driving 
Hogs to a Fair, and Jaughing at the Jokes of a Coun- 


| ” Merry- Andrew. Fortune has found them worthy 
0 


f her Favours, and given them a Liſt out of the Mire: 
But yet they don't fail to give frequent Indications of 
their true Compoſition, by a thouſand little dirty Ac- 
tions. A fine Equipage and a great Eftate may raiſe a 
Man to an exalted Station, and procure a Reſpect to 
his outward Perfon; notwithſtanding which, it may fo 
happen that, every time he ſpeaks and acts, he can't 
help playing the Fool for the Blood of him. 
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4, W527 d lit r 
He, Nom D 


AN Aſs was loaded with good Proviſions of ſeves 


| ral Sorts, which in time of Harveſt, he was car- 


rying into the Field for his Maſter and the Reapers to dine 
upon. By the Way he met with a fine large Thiſtle ; and, 
being very hungry, began to mumble it: which, while he 
vs doing, he enter d into this Reflection. How many 
greedy Epicures would think themſelves happy, amidſt ſuch 
a Variety of delicate Viands as I now carry? But to me 
this bitter prickly Thiſtle is more ſavoury and reliſhing, 
than the moſt exquiſite and ſumptuous Banquet, 

Te APPLICATION. 
Happineſs and Miſery, and oftentimes Pleaſure and 
Pain, exiſt merely in our Opinion, and are no more 
to be accounted for, than the Difference of Taſtes. 
That which is one Man's Meat, is another Man's Poi- 
ſen, is a Propoſition that ought to be allow'd in all 
Particulars, where the Opinion is concern'd, as well 
dꝛ⁊s in eating and drinking. Our Senſes muſt inform us 

whether a Thing pleaſes or diſpleaſes, before we can 
declare our jus ment of it; and that is, to any Man 
good or eyil, which his own Underſtanding ſuggeſts 


— 
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FAB. CLXIII. The Aſs eating Thiſtles: 
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to him to be ſo; and not that which is agreeable to 
another's Fancy, And yet, as reaſonable and as ne- 
ceſſary as it is to grant this, how apt we are to won- 
der at People for not liking this or that, or how they 
can think ſo and ſo! 5 

Nil admirari, prope res eff una, Numici, 
Sol aque que poſſit facere & ſervare beatum; Hor. 


This childiſh Humour of wondring at the different 


Taſtes and Opinions of others, occaſions much Un- 
exſineſs among the generality of Mankind, But if we 
conſider'd Things rightly, Why ſhould we be more 
concern'd at others differing from us in their way of 
thinking upon any Subject whatever, than at their 
liking Cheeſe, or Muſtard ; one or both of which, we 
may happen to diſlike? In Truth, he that expects all 
Mankind ſhould be of his Opinion, is much more ſtu- 


pid and unreaſonable than the Aſs in the Fable. 


FAB. CLXIV. 
The Horſe and the loaded Ass. 


N idle Horſe, and an aſs Jabouring. under a heavy 
Burden, were travelling the Road together: They 
E 0 both 
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both belong'd to a Country Fellow who trudg'd it on 


Foot by them. The Aſs, ready to faint under his heavy 


Load, intreated the Horſe to aſſiſt him, and lighten his Bur- 
den by taking ſome of it upon his Back. The, Horſe was 


ill-natur d and _refus'd to do it: Upon which, the poor Aſs 


tumbled down in the midſt of the High- way, and expir'd 
in an Inſtant. The Countryman ungirted his Packſaddle, 


and tried ſeveral ways to relieve him, but all to no pur- 


poſe: Which when he perceiv d, he took the whole Bur- 
den and laid it upon the Horſe, together with the Skin 
of the dead Aſs. So that the Horſe, by his Moroſeneſs in 
refuſing to do a {mall Kindneſs, juſtly brought upon him- 


elf a great Inconvenience. 


| MM SPPLICATION. 
Self. love is no ſuch ill Principle, if it were but well 
and truly directed; for it is impoſſible that any Man 


ſhould love himſelf to any Purpoſe, who withdraws 
his Aſſiſtance from his Friends, or the Public. Every 
Government is to be conſider'd as a Body Politic; 


and every Man, who lives in it, as a Member of that 
Body. Now, to carry on the Allegory, no Member 
can thrive better than when they all jointly unite their 
Endeavours to aſſiſt and improve the whole. If the 
Hand was to refuſe its Aſſiſtance in procuring Food 
for the Mouth, they muſt both ſtarve and periſh to- 
gether. And when thoſe, who are Parties concern'd 
in the ſame Community, deny ſuch Aſſiſtance to each 


other, as the Preſeryation of that Community neceſ- 


ſarily requires, their Self-intereſtedneſs in that Caſe is 


ill directed, and will have a quite contrary Effect from 


what they intended, How many. People are ſo ſenſe- 


leſs as to think it hard, that there ſhould be any Taxes 


in the Nation; whereas were there to be none indeed, 
thoſe very People would be undone immediately. 
That little Property they have would be preſently 


plunder'd by foreign or domeſtic Enemies; and then 


they would be glad to contribute their Quota, even 
without an A& of Parliament, ; 


Multorum manibus grande levatur onus. Ovid, 


The 


E 
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The Charges of ſupporting a Government are neceſ- 


ſary Things, and eaſily ſupply'd by a due and well- 
proportion*d Contribution. 
But, in a narrower and more confin'd View, to be 
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Parcel of Drones got into a Hive among the Bees; 
and diſputed the Title with them, ſwearing that the 
Hony and the Combs were their Goods, The Bees were 
oblig'd to go to Law with them, and the Waſp happen'd 
to be Judge of the Cauſe; one who was well acquainted 
with the Nature of each, and therefore the better qualified 
to decide the Controverſy between them. Accordingly, 
Gentlemen, ſays he, (ſpeaking to both Plaintiff and e- 
fendant) the uſual Method of proceeding in theſe Courts 
is pretty chargeable, and flow withal ; Therefore as du 
e both my Friends, and 1 wiſh you well, I deſire you 
| TE; would 
< - 
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would refer the Matter to me, and I will decide betwixt 


you inſtantly. They were both pleas d with the Offer, and 
return'd him Thanks. Why then, fays he, that it may ap- 
pear who is the juſt Proprietor of theſe Honycombs, (for 
being both ſo nearly alike as you are in Colour, I muſt 
needs own the Point is ſomewhat dubious) Do you, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Bees, take one Hive; you, ſpeaking 
to the Drones, another; and go to making Hony as fait 
as you can; that we may know by the Taſte and Co- 
Jour of it, who has the beſt Title to this in Diſpute. The 


Bees readily accepted the Propoſal, but the Drones would 


not ſtand to it. And fo judge Waſp, without. any far- 
ther Ceremony, declared in Favour of the former. 
reren. 
Nothing is ſo ſure a Sign of a Man's being, or, at 


leaſt, thinking himſelf in the Wrong, as his refuſing 
to come to a Reference. And, how happy would it 


be for the Public, if our Judges now-a-days were 


impower'd to diſpatch Cauſes in that eaſie expedite 
way which the Waſp in the Fable made uſe of. Bur, 
as it is, the impudent, idle, good-for-nothing Drones 


of the Nation many times poſſeſs thoſe Favours and 


Benefits which ſhould be the Rewards of Men of Parts 
and Induftry. The former, like that Scoundrel Bathyl- 
Ius, are careſs'd at Court; while the latter, with mo- 
deft Virgil, can only ſay | | 


Sic Vos non Vobis mellificatis Apes. 


Princes may eaſily be impos'd upon, if they will 


take every little Fellow's Word for the Meaſure of 
his own Merit, And it is indeed ſcarce poſlible that 
the Encouragements of a Court ſhould always be diſ- 
pens'd to the moſt deſerving Men; for ſuch are too 
modeft to offer themſelves, But it highly concerns 
any Government, in the Diſpenſation of its Favours, 
to diſtinguiſh thoſe who have behay'd well; and not 
to let Places of Profit and Advantage be run away 
with by Drones, who neyer exerted the leaſt Degree 


FAB, 


[ 


SOP FABLES. 293 
FAB. CLXVI. The Fox in the Well. 
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| A* Fox having fallen into a Well, made a ſhift by * 
ing his Claws into the Sides, to keep his Head above 
Water. oor after, a Wolf came and peep'd over the Brink; 
to whom the Fox applied himſelf very earneſtly for Aſſi- 
ſtance; intreating that he would help him to a Rope, or 
ſomething of that kind, which might favour his Eſcape. 
The Wolf mov'd with Compaſſion at his Misfortune, could 
not forbear expreſſing his Concern, Ah! poor Reynard, ſays 
he, I am ſorry for you with all my Heart: how could 
you poſlibly come into this melancholy Condition ? Nay, 
pr'ythee, Friend, replies the Fox, if you wiſh me well, 
don't ſtand pitying of me, but lend me ſome Succour as 
faſt as you can: For Pity is but cold Comfort, when one 
is up to the Chin in Water, and within a Hair's breadth of 
. ſtarving or drowning. 


2 - The APPLICATION. 


Pity indeed, is, of itfelf, but poor Comfort at any 
| time; and unleſs it produces ſomething more ſub- 
| ſtantial, is rather impertinently troubleſome, than any 
Way — To ö bemoaning the Misforrune 

7 Mr 0 
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of our Friends, without offering ſome Expedient to al 
leviate them, is only echoing to their Grief, and put- 


ting them in mind that they are miſerable, He 


is truly my Friend, who with a ready Preſence of 


Mind ſupports me; not he who condoles with me 


upon my ill Succeſs, and ſays he is ſorry for my Loſs, 
In ſhort, a Favour or Obligation is doubled by being 
well-tim'd ; and he is the beſt Benefactor, who knows 
our Neceſſities, and complies with our Wiſhes, even 
before we ask him. „5 


FAB. CLXVII. The Fox and the Wolf, 


Fit 
io 
Wi 


— 


= 14 Rl 
ING 


"> 7 
2 
— 2 
— 2 2 
N — — as F 0 N 14 
— v « — | 
% ys = * 2 " 
& — — rr , 
* — mY Kone A _—' 
82 » 3 da ” 
FJ CIS 1 
* C N — n — fl 
Q o $ RIF RS A a 
DS „ | 
ILY > = ov 
— U l — — 
\ K 
2 1 * = 
2 1 \ T 
— — — % = — N 7 
— — 22 * 
3 — 2 
1 — \ 
- 
9 N 7 
? 
AU 
| ! 
i 


100 


W178 
uy Iy- - x: £ — — STD — Ire 10 ” 
ll i ram — Ul 
Nl rh ! [it 1 IIIA 1143 1 vl 


gb HE Wolf having laid in Store of Proviſion, kept cloſt 
at home, and made much of himſelf, The Fox ob- 
ſerv'd this, and thinking it ſomething particular, went to 
viſit him; the better to inform himſelf of the Truth. of 
the Matter. The Wolf excus'd himſelf from ſeeing him, 
by pretending he was very much indiſpos d. All this did 
but confirm the Fox in his Suſpicions : So away he goes 
to a Shepherd and made Diſcovery of the Wolf; telling 
him he had nothing elſe to do but come with a good 
Weapon and knock him o'the Head as he lay in his Cave 
The Shepherd follow'd bis Directions, and kill'd-the wm 


, 


* 
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The wicked Fox enjoy'd the Cave and Proviſions to him- 
ſelf, but enjoy d em not long. For the fame Shepherd 


\(M paſſing afterwards by the ſame Hole, and ſeeing the Fox 
there diſpatch'd him alſo. | ” | 


5, Te AFPLICATION: 


'D This Fable ſeems to. be directed againſt the odions 
Trade of Informing. Not that giving in Informations 
againſt Criminals and Enemies of the Public is in it- 
ſelf odious, for it is commendable; but the Circum- 
ſtances and Manner of doing it, oftentimes make it a 
vile and deteſtable Employment. He that accuſes ano- 
ther merely fox the ſake of the promis'd Reward, or 
in hopes of getting his forfeited Eftate, or with any 
other ſuch mercenary View, nay even to fave his 
own Life, whatever he gets by the Bargain, is ſure to 
loſe his Reputation. For indeed the moſt innocent 
Company is not ſafe with ſuch a one in it, nor the 
Neighbourhood ſecure in which he lives. A Villain of 
his Stamp, whoſe only End is Getting, will as ſoon be- 
tray the innocent as the guilty: let bim but know 
where there is a ſuſpected Perſon, and propoſe the 
Reward, and he will ſcarce fail to work the Suſpicion 
up to High Treaſon, or be at a Loſs to give ſuffici- 
ent Proofs of it, PE Jo | | 
- We have no ſmall Comfort concerning this fort of 
People, when we conſider how improbable it is that 
they ſhould thrive or proſper long in their ill. gotten 
Poſſeſſions. For he that can betray another for the 
fake of a little Pelf, muſt be a Man of fuch bad Prin- 
ciples, that it cannot be for the-Intereſt of any Com- 
munity to ſuffer him to live long in it, Beſides, he 
himſelf will not be contented with one ſingle Villa- 
ny; and there is no fear but he will provoke Juſtice 
to hurl down upon his Head, at leaſt as a great Ca- 
lamity, as he, by his malicious Information, has brought 

upon another. * | 
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F AB. CLXVI! The OED and the Mouſe; 
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HERE was once a great Emulation between the 
Frog and the Mouſe, which ſhould be Maſter of the 
Fen; and Wars enſued upon it. But the crafty Mouſe, 


lurking under the Graſs in Ambuſcade, made ſudden Sal- 


lies, and ofcen furpriz'd the Enemy at a Diſadvantage. The 


Frog, excelling in Strength, and being more able to leap 


abroad and take the Field, challeng'd the Mouſe to ſingle 
Combat. The Mouſe accepts the Challenge; and each of 
them enter'd the Liſts, arm'd with the Point of a Bulrufh, 
inſtead of a Spear. A Kite ſailing in the Air, beheld them 
afar off; and while they were cagerly bent upon each other, 
and preſſing on to the Duel, this fatal Enemy deſcended 


ſouſe upon them, and with her he Talons e off 
both the Champions. 


Tie APPLICATION. 
* fo much expoſes a Man's Weak ſide, and 
lays him ſo open to an Enemy, as Paſſion and Malice. 
He whoſe Attention is wholly fix'd upon forming a 


Project of Revenge, is fim from of the Miſchiefs that 
| 2 be hatching * 


im from ſome other Quarter, 
and, 
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and upon the Attack, is unprovided of the Means of 
defending or ſecuring himſelf, | 

How are the Members of a Commonwealth ſome- 
times divided among themſelves, and inſpir'd with 
Rancour and Malice to the laſt degree; and often up- 
on as great a Triflle, as that which was the Subject- 
matter of Debate between the Frog and the Mouſe; 
not for any real Advantage, but merely who ſhall get 
the better in the Diſpute ? But ſuch Animoſities, as in- 
ſignificant and trifling as they may be among them 
ſelves, are yet of the laſt Importance tq their Ene- 
mies, by giving them many fair Opportunities of fal- 
ling upon them, and reducing them to Miſery and Sla- 
very. O Britons, when will ye be wiſe! when will ye 
throw away the ridiculous Diſtin&ions of Party, thoſe 
Ends of Bulruſhes, _ and by a prudent Union fecure 
your ſelves in a State of Peace and Proſperity ! R 
State, of which, if it were not for your intolerably 
fooliſh and unneceſſary Diviſions at home, all the Pow- 
ers upon Earth could neyer deprive you.. 


FAB CLXIX. The Man and the Weaſel... 
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A Min had caught a Weaſel, and was Juft going to kil 
it The poor Crea ure, to eſcape Death, cried out? 
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298 SOP 's FABLES. | 
in a pitiful Manner, O pray don't kill me, for I am uf; 
ful to you, and keep your Houſe clear from Mice. Why 
truly, fays the Man, if I thought you did it purely out 
of Love to me, I ſhould not only be inclin'd to pardon 
you, but think my ſelf mightily oblig d to you. But 
whereas you not only kill them, but your ſelf do the ſame 
| Miſchief they would do, in eating and gnawing my 
Victuals, I deſire you would place your inſignificant Ser. 
vices to ſome other Account, and not to mine, Having 
ſaid this, he took the wicked Vermin and ſtrangled it 
. W 
He APPLICATION, 

This Fable is pointed at thofe who are apt to im- 
pute Actions, which are done with a private View of 
their own, to their Zeal for the Public, This is the 


Caſe of many a poor Grubſtreet Writer; who perhaps 
is for no Party but himſelf, and of no Principle but 


what is ſubſervient to his own Intereſt; yet has the 


Impudence to cry himſelf up for a quondam Con- 
feſlor of the Cauſe that happens to flouriſh, a tho- 
rough honeſt Man, who durft fhew himſelf in the 
worſt of times. And with this politic View, there 
are a hundred thouſand Men in the Nation, well at- 
tach'd to which Party you pleaſe; who are ſerving the 
"Intereſt of that Side only, in their ſeyeral Capacities, 
By this way of working they have a double Advan- 
tage; firſt, as they procure to themſelves a good Num- 
ber of conſtint Cuſtomers of the fame Faction; and 
fecond]y, as they are entitled to ſome remote Share 
in the Government, whenever their Faction ſacceeds, 
But ſuch a Pretence to Favours is, in troth, little bet- 
ter than that of the Weaſel. Both may chance to have 
done the Services they boaſt of; but as they were 
principally intended for the Promotion of their own 
private Affairs, whatever they might occaſionally pro- 
- duce, cannot be a ſufficient Ground for them to raiſe 
any Merit upon. A Highwayman may as well plead 
in his own Behalf, that he never rob'd any but thoſe 
who were Enemies to the Government, and Men of 
. unſound Principles, But how abſurd would ſuch a 
Fretence be! | | FAB. 
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7 $0P's Maſter came home one day ſomewhat ear-- 
lier than uſual ; and there happening to be no other 
Slave in the Houſe but Æſop, he was order'd to get Sup- 
ready as faſt as he could, So away runs he to light 

2 Candle, in order to kindle his Fire; and the Weather: 
being warm, and it wanting a pretty deal of Night, 
he went up and down to ſeveral Houſes before he could: 
ſpred. At lat however he found what he wanted; 
and being in haſte, he made no Scruple of returning di- 
rely over the Market-place, which was his neareſt Way 
home. But, as he went along, an impertinent Fellow a- 
mong the Crowd caught him by the Sleeve, and would 
fain have been arch upon bim. O rare Z/op! ſays he; 
3 Oecaſion for a Candle, old Boy; what, are you go- 
to light the Sun to Bed? Let me alone ſays 229 

I am looking for a Mari, And baving ſaid this, away: 


he. ſcuttled home as faſt as he could, 
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Tt APPLICATION; 
*Tis not every one who calls himſelf a Man, or 
bears the Appearance of one, that truly deſerves the 
Name, If Man be a reaſonable Creature, and none 
ought to be allow'd for ſuch, but thoſe -who fully 
come up to that Definition, it is certain one would 
have Occaſion for more Light than that of the Sun, 
to find them out by. And it's plain that our old Phi. 
loſopher did not take the impertinent Fellow in the 
Fable for one: Nor indeed ſhould ſuch be look'd up. 
on as reaſonable Creatures; who with empty Non. 
ſenſe, which they call Wir, unſeaſonably interrupt 
Men of Thought and Bufineſs. When one is dif. 
os'd to be merry, one may bear with any ſhallow, 
Aaſby Buffoonry; as Muſic, that is not the moſt ele. 
gant, will keep up the Spirits when once they are 
rais'd: But, when the Mind happens to be in a ſeri 
ous Caſt, and is wholly intent upon any Matter of 
. ee nothing is ſo offenſive as a Fool or a 
AAo e 5 . 


FAB. CLXXI. The Hart and the Vine: 
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A Hart, being purſu'd hard by the Hunters, hid 
under the broad Leaves of a ſhady ſpreading 
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| When the Hunters were gone by, and had given him over 


for loſt, he, thinking himſelf very ſecure, began to crop 


and eat the Leaves of the Vine. By this means the Branches 


being put into a ruſling Motion, drew the Eyes of the 


Hunters that way; who ſeeing the Vine ftir, and fanſying 
ſome wild Beaſt had taken Covert there, ſhot their Ar- 


rows at a venture, and kill'd the Hart. Who before he ex- 


pir'd, bray'd out his dying Words to this Purpoſe: Ah! I 


ſuffer juſtly for my Ingratitude ; who could not forbear 
doing an Injury to the Vine that fo kindly conceal'd me ins 
time of Danger. 3335 ĩ 7]ũk . 
Te APPLICATION. 


Ingratum ſi dixeris, omnia dixeris.. Ingratitude has: 


been always eſteem'd the biggeſt of Crimes, and what, 
as it were, comprehends all other Vices within it. 
Nor can we ſay that this Eſtimation is raſhly or un- 


adviſedly made; for he that is capable of injuring his 
Benefactors, what will he ſcruple towards another? If 8 


his Conſcience can't be felt with the Weight of an 


Obligation added to it, much leſs will it have any In- 


fluence where there is none, So that, upon the whole, 
we may conclude, that the Man who has been once 
guilty of Ingratitude, will not ſtick at any other Crimes 


of an inferior Nature. Since there are no human Laws, 
to puniſh this infamous prevailing Miſchief, it would! 
be a great Piece of human Prudence, to mark and ab- 


ſerve this kind of Criminals in order to avoid all man- 
ner of Communication with them. And if this were 


ſtrictly put in Execution, it could be look'd upon aa 


no other than a juſt. and proper Puniſnment. 


CORE nnr 


3 SO Ps FABLES. 
WE AB. CLXXII. The drunken Husband. 
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Certain Woman had a drunken Husband; whom when 
ſhe had endeavoured to reclaim, ſeveral Ways to no MW fu; 
- purpoſe, ſhe tried this Stratagem, When be was brought ne 
home one Night, dead drunk, as it ſeems he frequently MW no 
us d to be, ſhe order'd him to be carried to a burial Place, eV 
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q and there laid in a Vault, as if he had been dead indeed, 3 
| Thus ſhe left him, and went away; till ſhe thought he * 


might be come to himſelf, and grown ſober again. When I pe 
| the return d and knock d at the Door of the Vault, the 
Man cried out, Who's there? I am the Perſon, ſays. ſhe, ¶ uf. 
in a diſmal Tone, that waits upon the dead Folks, and I | 
am come to bring you ſome Victuals. Ah! good Waiter, 

ſays he, let the Victuals alone, and give me a little Drink 

I beſcech ther, The Woman hearing this, fell a tearing 

her Hair, and beating her Breaſt in a woful Manner: Un- 

happy Wreich that J am, ſays ſhe; this woas the only Way 

that I could think of to reform the beaſtly Sot: But inſtead 

of gaining my Point, I am only convinced that bis 
Drunkenneſs is an incurable Habit, which he intends to 
n with him into the other World. R 
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Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable is intended to ſhew us the Prevalence of 
Cuſtom; and how by ufing our ſelves much to any 
evil Practice, we may let it grow into ſuch a Habit 
as we may be never able to diveſt our ſelves of. 
The Poet's Advice in this Caſe is as unqueſtionably 
true as the Voice of an Oracle; | 

Principiis obſta; ſer medicina paratur; 
Cum mala per longas invaluers tnoras.. Ovid, 

In any thing that we are ſenſible may be prejudicial 

to either our Health or. Fortunes, we ſhould take care 

not to let our Inclinations run up into a Habit: For 

tho? the former may be eafily check'd at our firſt ſet- 

ting out, and directed which way we pleaſe; yet the 

| Jatter, like a headftrong unruly. Horſe 1n his full Ca- 
reer, will have its own Courſe, and we are hurried 
impetuouſly on without the Power of controling it. 
As the Paſſions of young Men are warm, and their 
Imaginations lively, it would be wrong to endea- | 
vour to tie them up from the Purſuit of innocent Plea» + 
fures. But thoſe among them, that think at all, can 
never form a more uſetul and happy Reſolution, than - 
not to ſuffer themſelves to be drawn into a Habit, 
even in indifferent and trifling things. He that keeps 
himſelf free from the Slavery of Habit, will always | 
be at Leiſure to diſtinguiſh what is good for him, 
from that which is otherwiſe - And then there is no 
Fear, but his cool unbiaſs'd Judgment will direct him F 
to ſuch Purſuits, as will be leaſt hurtful, if not moſt 5 
uſeful to him. 5 . 
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A Certain Man having bought a Blackamoor, was {6 
ſimple as to think, that the Colour of his Skin was 
enly Dirt ur Filth, which he had contracted, for want 
of due Care, under bis former Maſter. This Fault he fan- 
fied might eaſily be remov'd. So he order'd the poor 
Black to be put into a Tub; and was at a conſiderable 
Charge, in providing Aſhes, Soap and Scrubbing-bruſhes 
for the Operation, To work they went, rubbing and ſcou- 
ring his Skin all over, but to no Manner of purpoſe: For 
when they had repeated their Waſhings ſeveral times, and 


were grown quite weary, all they got by it was,. that the 
wretched ZErhiopian caught cold and died. 


The APPLICAST ON. 


Many People attempt Impoffi bilities, bor want of 
conſidering the Nature of Things nk For, as 
palpable a Blunder as this Man in the Fab committed, 
there are thoſe who are guilty of as great Miſtakes; 


eſpecially when they endeavour, by fruitleſs Cultiva. 


tions, ta- raiſe Graces from the Mind or Body, of 


ther is capable, When any one went to 
| meddie 
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£80P's FABLES. 30 
meddle with Arts and Sciences, for which his Genius 
was not well and properly adapted, the Greeks had a 
Proverb to turn it into Ridicule, by ſaying he was no 
more fit for the Buſineſs, than an Aſs to play upon the 
Harp, In ſhort, when People learn to dance with- 
out Shape and Mien, to ſing or play on Muſic with- 
out a Voice, or an Ear, Painting or Poetry without 
a Genius, it is attempting ta waſh the Blackamoor 
white, They can never attain their End, but at the ſame 
tine expoſe themſelves to the jocoſe Humours of 
thoſe that behold them, Inſtead of a Grace, they ac- 

uire a Deformity; as ſome Boys at School, whom 

the Maſter, by endeavouring to whip into a Memory, 

| and bright Parts, confirms ſtupid and invincible Block- 
heads for ever. | 


F AB. CLXXIV. The Travellers. 
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WO Men travelling upon the Road, one of them | 
ſaw an Ax lying upon the Ground, where ſomebody 1 


had been hewing Timber: fo taking it up ſays he, I have | 
found an Ax. Don't ſay 7, ſays t'other, but e have found; 1 
for as we are Companions, we ought to ſhare it betwixt } 
us; But the firk would not conſent, However they had 


nog 


F 
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not gone far before the Owner of the Ax, hearing whit 

was become of it, purſu'd them with a Warrant; which 

when the Fellow that had it perceiv'd, alas! ſays he tc 

his Companion, we are undone. Nay, ſays t'other, don! 

ſay We, but I am undone; For, as you would not let me 
ſhare the Prize, neither will I ſhare the Danger with you, 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable hints to us the Conveniency, if not 
Neceſſity, of making of Friendſhips firm and laſting, 
And, to this purpoſe, nothing is ſo requiſite as 
ſtrict Obſervance of the Rules of Honour and Gene. 
roſity; for the very Life and Soul of Friendſhip ſub. 
ſiſts upon mutual Benevolence, upon conferring and 
receiving Obligations on either hand. A ſtingy re. 
ſerv'd Behaviour ſtarves it; it ought to be open, free 
and communicative, without the leaſt Tincture of Sul. 
Picton or Diſtruſt, For Jealouſy, in Friendſhip, is a 
certain Indication of a falſe Heart; tho' in Love, it 
may be the diſtinguiſhing Mark of a tine one. 
Nor is there any thing merely chimerical or ro. 
mantic in this Notion; for, if we examine, we ſhal 
find that Reaſon will confirm the Truth, and Experi- 
ence eyince the Utility of it. He that hopes for Af 
ſiſtance, or Accommodation in any Exigency, or 
time of Misfortune, muſt lay in a Proviſion for it, 
by watching the Neceſſities of his Acquaintance, and 
relieving the moſt deſerving of them, in their Straits, 
by a ready and a willing Contribution. By this means, 
_ Gratitude, which is never wanting to an honeſt Mind, 
will ſecure us a reaſonable Fund in Reverſion; and 
all the Favours we beſtow, will, like the Tide of 4 
River, in due Seaſon, flow back again upon us, 
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FAB. CLXXV. The ONTO: | 
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e Fiſherman, _ laid his Nets in the River, 
0. and encompaſs'd the whole Stream from one Side to 
al the other, took a long Pole, and fell a beating the Water, 
ri: to make the Fiſh ſtrike into his Nets. One of the Neigh- 
AM bours that liv'd thereabout, ſeeing him do ſo, wonder'd 
or what he meant; And fo going up to him, Friend, ſays, 
t he, what are you doing here? Do you think it is to be 
nll ſuffer'd, that you ſhall ſtand ſplaſhing and daſhing the 
© Water, and make it ſo muddy, that it. is not fit for Uſe? 
"= Who do yo think can live at this rate? ---- He was going 
on in a great Fury, when the other interrupted him, and 
Fl reply d, I don't much trouble my ſelf how you are to 
live with my doing this, only 1 aſſure you, that I can't 
live without Kt 


Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable is levell'd at thoſe, who, as the Proverb 
ſays, love to fiſh in troubled Waters. There are ſome 
Men of ſuch execrable Principles, that they don't care 
what Miſchief, or what Confuſion they occaſion in 


wy World royided they may but gratify ſome little 
, ? y may but gratify ace 


308 £ASOP's FABLES. 
ſelfiſh Appetite, A Thief will ſet a whole Street oi 
Fire, to get an Opportunity of robbing one Houſe, At 


ill-natur'd Perſon will kindle the Flame of Diſcord ; 
mong Friends and Neighbours, purely to ſatisfy hi 
own malicious Temper, And, among the Great Oney 
there are thoſe, who, to ſucceed in their ambitious D. 
ſigns, will make no ſcruple of involving their Cour 
try in Diviſions and Animoſities at home, and ſome. 
times in War and Bloodſhed abroad: Provided the 
do but maintain themſelves in Power, they care nd 
what Havock and Deſolation they bring upon the rel 
of Mankind. They ſee all around them confounde 
with Faction and Party-Rage, without the leaſt 'R& 
morſe or Compaſſion. The Widow's Tears, the Ot 
phan's Cries, and the ſighs of Deſpair it ſelf canndt 
affect them. Like the Fiſherman in the Fable, the) 
boldly purſue the Sport, and only reply, it muſt be 
ſo, becauſe we cannot live, as we would do, without 
it, What brutiſh unſociable Sentiments are theſe, 
ſuch as a mere ſtate of Nature, (when, as Horace ſay, 


Vir:bus editior cadebat, ut in grege taurus.) 


would ſcarce ſuggeſt! Thoſe that have any Traces of 
- Equity in their Breaſt, or any icegard for the Rights 

of Mankind, ſhould enter their Proteſt againſt fac 
| Notions as theſe, and oppoſe the Practice of them, 
with all their Mind and Strength. 1 
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AB. CLXXVI. Mercury and the Carver. 
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Ercury having a mind to know how much he was 
eſteem'd among Men, transform'd himſelf into the 
ape of one of them; and, going into a Carver's Shop li 
vhere little Images were to be ſold, he ſaw Fupiter, uno, -J 
imſelf, and moſt of the: other Gods and Goddeſſes. SO + | 
retending that he wanted to buy, fays he to the Carver, Y 
[hat do you ask for this? and pointed to the Figure of 
Pupitcr, A Groat, ſays t'other. And what for that? mean- 
g Juno. I muſt have ſomething more for that, ſays he. 
yell, and what's the Price of this? ſays Mercury, nodding 
is Head at himſelf, Why, ſays the Man, if you are in earn- 
t, and will buy the other two, I'll throw you that into 
Wc Bargain. 567 of L 
ʒl 

Nothing makes a Man ſo cheap and little in the 
yes of diſcerning People, as his inquiring after his own 
/orth, and wanting to know what Value others ſet 
yon him. He that often buſies himſelf in ſtating the 
lecount of his own Merit, will probably employ his 
. loughts upon a very barren Subject; thoſe who 2 | 
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full of themſelves being generally the emptieſt Fel. 
lows. Some are ſo vain as to hunt for Praiſe, and 
lay Traps for Commendation; which when they do, 
it is pity but they ſhould meet with the ſame Dil. 
appointment as Mercury in the Fable. He that be. 
haves himſelf as he ſhould do, need not fear procu- 
ring a good ſhare of ReſpeR, or raiſing a fair flou- 
riſhing Reputation. Theſe are the inſeparable Atten- 
Aants of thoſe that do well, and in courſe follow the 
Man that acquits himſelf handſomely. But then they 
ſhould never be the End or Motive of our Purſuits: 


A reque, te ut miretur turba, labores. Hot 


Our principal Aim ſhould be the Welfare and Happif 
neſs of our Country, our Friends, and our ſelves; and 
that ſhould be directed by the Rules of. Honour and 
Virtue, As long as we do this, we need not be con. 
cern'd what the World thinks of us. For a Curt 
offty of that kind does but prevent what it moſt de- 

| fires to obtain. Fame in this reſpect, is like a whim. 
ſical Miſtreſs; ſhe flies from thoſe who purſue bet 
moſt, and follows ſuch as ſhew the leaſt Regard 


to her, | 
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nll The Thieves and the Cock. 
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Nome Thieves, entering a Houſe with a Deſign to rob 
# O it; when they were got in, found nothing worth ta- 
ing but a Cock; ſo they took and carried him off, But 
5 they were about to kill him, he begg'd hard for his 
ife, putting them in mind how uſeful he was to Man- 
ind, by crowing and calling them up betimes to their 
ork. You Villain, replied they, tis for that very Reaſon 
ve will wring your Neck off; for you alarm and keep 
cope waking, ſo that we can't rob at quiet for you, 


Te APPLICATION. 


The ſame thing which recommends us to the E- 
tcem of good People, will make thoſe that are bad 
aye but an ill Opinion of us. It is in vain for in- 
ocent Men, under Oppreſſion, to complain to thoſe . 
Tho are the Occaſion of it; all they can urge will 
ut make againſt them: and even their very Inno- 
ence tho* they ſhould ſay nothing, would ren- 
er them ſufficiently ſuſpected. The Advice there- 

re chat this Fable brings along with it, is * in⸗ 
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form us, that there is no truſting, nor any Hopes of 
living well with wicked unjuſt Men. When Vice 
flouriſhes, and is in Power, were it poſſible for a 
good Man to live quietly in the Neighbourhood of 
it, and preſerve his Integrity, it might be ſometimes kr 
convenient for him to do ſo, rather than quarrel with, if 
and provoke it againſt him, But, as it is certain that of 
Rogues are irreconcilable Enemies to Men of Worth, MW W. 
it the latter would be ſecure, they muſt take a Me- ſci 
thod to free themſelves from the Power and Society 
of the former. | 85 | 


FAB. CLXXVIIL 22 Fox and the Aſs 
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and rang'd about the Foreſt, putting all the Beaſts 

that ſaw him into a bodily Fear. After he had diverted 

himſelf thus for ſome time, he met à Fox; and being de- 

firous to fright him too, as well as the reſt, he leapt at 

him with ſome Fierceneſs, and endeavour'd to imitate the 

Roaring of tht Lion. Your humble Servant, ſays the Fox; 

if you had held your Tongue, I might have taken you for 

a2 Lion, as others did; but now you bray, I know who 
you are. | 

| . 3 The 


derſtanding. 
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This is ſo trite and common a Subject, that there 


is ſcarce any one who is ignorant of it. A Man is 


known by his Words, as a Tree is by the Fruit; and, 
if we would be appriz'd of the Nature and Qualities 
of any One, let him but diſcourſe, aid he himſelf 
will ſpeak them to us, better than another can de- 
ſcribe them, We may-therefore perceive from this 
Fable, how proper it is for thoſe to hold their Tongues, 
who would not difcoyer the Shallowneſs of their Un- 
Aﬀes and Owls, unſeen, themſelves betray, © 
When theſe attempt to hoot, or thoſe to bray. Garth, 
The deepeſt Riyers are moſt ſilent; the greateſt Noiſe 
is ever found, where there is the leaſt Depth of Va- 
ter. And it is a true Obſervation, that thoſe who 
are weakeſt in Underſtanding, and moſt flow of Ap- 
prehenſion, are generally the ſtrongeſt in Opinion, 
and moſt 3 in uttering their crude Conce 
tions. When, with a ſecret Awe, we regard the 
grave Dreſs and important Mien of ſome ſenatorian 
Perſon, whom we have chanc'd to meet in a Coffee- 
houſe, what a Speaker do we often think he muſt be, 
before we hear him ſpeak! His Air breathes the Seri= 
ouſneſs of a Privy-Counſeller, and his ere& Aſpect 
the Dignity of an eminent Patriot: But he utters him - 
ſelf and undeceives us; He brays, and tells the whole 
Company. what he is, n 5 5 Þ 5 = 
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FAB. CLXXIX. 7 be Hen and the Swallow; 
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X upon them with a Deſign to hatch them. A Swallow 
perceiving it, flew towards her, and, with ſome Warmth 
and Paſſion; Are you mad, ſays ſhe, to fit hovering over a 
Brood of ſuch pernicious Creatures, as you do? Be afſur'd 
the Moment you bring them to light, you are the firſt the 
will attack and reek their venomous Spite upon, © 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable is only to put us in mind, once more, 
of what we have already more than once met with 
in the Courſe of theſe Fables, That we ſhould never 


have any thing to do with ill Men; no not even to 


do them Kindneſſes. Men of ill Principles are a Ge- 
neration of 5 that ought to be cruſh'd under our 
Feet, and deſtroy'd the firſt Opportunity. Every 
Rogue ſhould be look'd upon by honeſt Men as a pol- 
ſonous Serpent: Tis not ſufficient that they avoid 
and keep clear of him; but, if they have any Value 
for their own Safety, they ſhould proſecute and 2 

RES a | | „ im, 
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A Hen, finding ſome Serpents Eggs in 4 Dunghill, ſat 


A © boos nn. 
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him, and render him incapable of ever doing Miſ- 
chief, e . 2 
nn— a ſaxa manu, cape robora, paſtor, 
Tollentemque minas, & ſibila colla tumentem; 
Deſice. — Virg. 


The Man who is occaſionally, or by Accident, one's 
Enemy, may be mollified by Kindneſs, and reclaim'd 
by good Uſage: Such a Behaviour, Reaſon and Mo- 
rality both expect from us. But we ſhould ever re- 
ſolve, if not to ſuppreſs, at leaſt to have no Dealings 
with thoſe, whoſe Blood is tinctur'd with hereditary, 
habitual Villany, and their Nature leaven'd with Evil, 
to ſuch a degree, as to be incapable of a Reforma- 
tion. | 


FAB. CLXXX. The Dog invited to Supper. 
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A Gentleman having invited an extraordinary Friend to 
ſup with him, order'd a handſome Entertainment to- 
te prepar'd. His Dog, obſerving this, thought with him- 
ſelf, that now would be a good Opportunity for him to 
invite another Dog, a Friend of his, to partake of the good 
Cheer. Accordingly he did ſo; and the ſtrange Dog was 
conducted inte the Kitchin, where he ſaw mighty Pre- 
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parations going forward. Thought he to himſelf, This is 
rare! I ſhall fill my Belly charmingly by and by, with 


{ome of theſe Dajnties! I'll eat enough to laſt me a Week; 
oh! how nicely and deliciouſly ſhall I feed! While he ſtood 


and thought thus with himſelf, his Tail wagg'd and his 
Chops Water d exceedingly; and this drew the Obſerva- 


tion of the Cook towards him; who ſeeing a ſtrange 
Cur with his Eyes intent upon the Victuals, ſtole ſoftly 
behind him, and taking him up by the two hind Legs, 
threw him out of a Window into the Street. The hard 
Stones gave him a very ſevere Reception, he was almoſt 
ſtunn'd with the Fall; but recovering himſelf, he ran 
yelping and crying half the Length of a Street; the Noiſe 
of which brought ſeveral other Dogs about him; who, 


knowing of the Invitation. began to enquire how he had 


fared? O, ſays he, admirably well; I never was beter en- 
tertain'd in my Life: But, in troth, we drank a little too 


- Hard; for my Part, I was fo overtaken, that I ſcarce 


know which way I got out of the Houſe. 
The APPLICATION. 
There is no depending upon a ſecond-hand Intereſt: 


unleſs we know Gur ſelves to be well with the Principal, 
and are aſſur'd of his Favour and Protection, we ſtand. 


upon but a ſlippery Foundation. They are Strangers to 
the World, who are ſo vain as to think they can be 
well with any one by Proxy: they may, by this 
means, be cajol'd, bubbled and impoſed upon; but 


are under great Uncertainty as to gaining their Point, 


and may probably be treated with Scorn and Deriſion 
in the End. | * 


Vet there are not wanting, among the ſeveral Spe- | 
_ cies of Fops, filly People of this ſort ; who pride 


themſelves in an imaginary Happineſs, .from being in 


the good Graces of a great Man's Friehd's Friend. 


Alas! the great Men themſelves are but too apt to 
deceive and fail in making good their Promiſes: How 
then can we expect any Good from thoſe who do but 


promiſe and vow in their Names! To place a Con- 


 &dence in ſuch Sparks, is indeed ſo falle a Reliance, 


that 
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that we ſhould be aſham'd to be detected in it; and, 


like the Cur in the Fable, rather own we had been 
well treated, than let the World fee how juſtly we 


had been punilh'd for our ridieulous Credulity. 


. 4B. CLXXXE. Jupiter and the Herdſman. 
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42 Herdſinan mitng i a young Heifer that beong's to his 
1 Herd, went up and down. the Foreſt to ſeek it, And 
having walk'd a great deal of Ground to no purpoſe, he 
fell a praying to Jupiter for Relief; promiſing to facri- - 
fice a Kid to him, if he would help him to a Diſcovery 
of the Thief. After this he went on a little farther, and: 
came near a Grove of Oaks, where he found the Car- 


caſs of his Heifer, and a buge Lion grumbling over it, | 


and feeding upon it. This Sight almoſt ſcar d him our 
of his Wits; ſo down he fell upon his Knees once more, 
and addreſſing, himſelf to Jupiter; O Jupiter, ſays he, E 
promis d thee id to ſhew me the Thief, but now 
I promiſe thee a Bull, if thou wilt be fo merciful as to- 
deliver me. out of his Clutches, 
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te APPLICATION. 


How ignorant and ſtupid are ſome People! who 
form their Notions of the- Supreme Being from their 


own poor fhallow Conceptions; and then, like fro- 
ward Children with their Nurſes, think it confiſtent 


with infinite Wiſdom, and unerring Juſtice, to com- 


ply with all their whimſical Petitions, Let Men but 


ive as juſtly as they can, and juſt Providence will 


give them what they ought to have. Of all the in- 
Voluntary Sins which Men commit, ſcarce any are 


more frequent, ,than that of their praying abſurdly, 


and improperly, as well as unſeaſonably, when their 
time might have been emplay'd ſo much better. The 


many private Collections fold up and down the Na- 
tion, don't a little contribute to this injudicious Prac- 
tice: Which is the more to be condemn'd, in that we 


have ſo incomparable a public Liturgy; one 1 
e 


Addreſs whereof (except the Lord's Prayer) may 


pronounc'd to be the beſt that ever was compil'd; 
and alone preferable to all the yarious Manuals of oc- 


caſional Devotion which are vended by Hawkers and 
Pedlars about our Streets, It is as follows; 


Aimigbiy God, the Fountain of all Wi dom, who 
 knoweſt our Neceſſities before we ask, and our Ignorance 


in asking; we beſeech thee to have Compaſſion upon our 


Infirmities; and thoſe things, which, for our Unwor- 


thineſs,-we dare not, and, for our Blindneſs, we can- 


not ak, wouchſafe to give us, for the Worthineſs of thy 


Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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FAB. — The Fighting Cocks. 
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WO Cocks were fighting for che 23 of 


5 the Dunghil. And one of them having got the better 


of the other, he that was vanquiſh'd crept into a Hole 
and hid himſelf for ſome time; but the Victor flew up to 
an eminent Place, clapt his Wings, and crow'd out Vic- 
tory. An Eagle who was watching for his Prey near the 
Place, ſaw him ; and making a Stoop, truſs'd bim in his 
Talons, and carried him off. The Cock that had been 
beaten, perceiving this, ſoon quitted his Hole, and ſhaking 
off all Remembrance of his late Diſgrace, gallanted the 
Hens with all the Intrepidity imaginable, 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable ſhews the Impropriety and Inconveni- 
ence of running into Extremes, Much of our Hap- 
pineſs depends upon keeping an even Balance in our 

Words and Actions; in not ſuffering the Scale of 
our Reaſon to mount us too high in time of Prof 
rity, nor to {ink too low with the Weight of adyerſe 
forenne. 

— aa 
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quam memento, rebus in ardiis, 

Ser vart meniem; non ſecus ac bonis, 

Ab iuſolenti temperatam „ 

Tatitia. — „ Hor; 
It is a Queſtion, which ſhews - ig the moſt 
contemptible Light, exulting immoderately upon a 
freſh Acceſſion of Good, or being too abjectiy caſt 
down at the ſudden Approach of Evil, We are apt 
to form our Notions of the Man, from the Stability 
of his Temper in this reſpe&;. and account him a 
brave or a wiſe Man, according to the Proportion of 
Equanimity, which he exerts upon any Change of his 
Condition,- But tho” our Reputation were no ways. 
concern'd in the Caſe, and a Man were not to be 
reckon'd a Coxcomb for being elated, or a Coward 
for being deje&ed, with the Viciflitudes of Life, yet 
the true Regard of our own private Satisfaction ſhould 
incline us to play the Philoſopher, and learn to. keep 
our Spirits calm and even; becauſe Life would be a 

Labyrinth of Perplexities without it. Tozam vitam miſe 
cet Dolor & Gaudium. Ore ſudden Turn would come 
ſo thick upon the Back of another, that we ſhould be 
bewilder'd in the quick Succeſſion of Joys and Ter- 
rors, without having ſo much as a quiet Moment to our 
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ſelves. 
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Tuo young Men and the Cook. 
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x WO young Men went into a «Cook's Shop, under” 
Pretenee of buying Meat; and while the Cook's Back 
was turn'd; one Of them ſnatch'd up a Piece of Beef, and 
gave it to his Companion, who preſently clapt it under his 
Cloak. The Cook turning about again, and miſſing his 
Beef, began to charge them with it: vpon which, he that 
firſt took it ſwore bitterly he had none of it. He that had 
it, ſwore as heartily that he had taken up none of his Meat, 
W hy look ye Gentlemen, ſays the Cook, I ſee your Equi- 
vocatjon; and, tho' I can't tell which of you has taken 
my Meat, I am ſure, bet een you both, there's a Thief,“ 
and a Couple of Raſcals. „ 
Te APPLICATION. | 
An honeft Man's Word is as good as his Oath; and 
ſo is a Rogue's too; for he that will cheat and lye, 
why ſhould he ſcruple to forſwear himſelf? Is the lat- - 
ter more criminal than either of the former? An ho- 
neft Man needs no Oath to oblige him; and a Rogue 
only deceiyes you th more certainly by it; becauſe 
. | 3 you 
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po think you have tied him up, and he is ſure you 
ave not. In truth, it is not eaſy, with the Eye of 
Reaſon, to diſcern that there is any Good in Swear- 
ing at all, We need. not ſcruple to take an honeſt 
Man's bare Aſſeveration: and we ſhall do wrong, if 
we believe a Rogue, tho' he ſwears by the moſt ſo- 
lemn Oaths that can be invented, | 0. 
There are, beſides, a ſort of People who are Rogues; 
and yet don't know that they are ſuch; who, when 
they have taken an Oath, make a Scruple of break- 
ing it; but rack their Invention to evade it by ſome 
Equiyocation or other; by which, if they can but 


ſatisfy their Acquaintance and ſerve their own Scheme, 


they think all is well; and never once conſider the 
black and heinous Guilt which muſt attend ſuch a Be- 
haviour. They folemnly call the ſupreme Being to 
witneſs; to what? to a Sham, an Evaſion, a Lye. 


Addis, ait, culpæ mendacia, Phæbus? & audes 
Fatidicum, verbis, fallere poſſe Deum? Ovid. 


Thus theſe erg ee prevaricating Wretches, at the 
ſame time that they believe there is a God, act as if 
there were none; or, which is worſe, dare affront 
him in the higheſt degree. They, who by ſwearing 
would clear themſelves of a Crime, of which they 
are really guilty, need not be at much Pains about 
wording their Oath; for, expreſs themſelves how they 
will, they are ſure to be forſworn. 


FAB. CLXXXIV. 
The Jackdaw and the Sheep. 
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A Jackdaw fat chattering upon the Back of a Sheep. 
1 Peace, you noiſy Thing, ſays the Sheep; if I were 
a Dog you durſt not ſerve me ſo, That's true enough, re- 
plies the Jackdaw, I know very well who I have to do 
with: I never meddle with the ſurly, and revengeful; but 
T love to plague ſuch poor helpleſs Creatures as you are, 
that can't do me any Harm again, = 


We APPLICATION. 


Many People in the World are of the Temper of 
this Jack-daw in the Fable; who do Miſchief for Miſ- 
chief's Sake; and, at the ſame time, are never ſo well 
pleaſed, as when they do it to the innocent and un- 
deſerving, They love themſelves too well, to, offer - 
an Injury to one of their own malicious Principles, 
for fear of a ſuitable Return; but deſire no better 
Grounds, at any time, for being hurtful, than the. 
Proſpect of being fo with Impunity, How incon- 
ſiſtent are ſuch Proceedings as theſe with Honour 
and Generoſity! How oppoſite to the Character of a 
8 = + | great 
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| or and a good Man! how directly contrary to the 


Rules which the Poet preſcribes for the Behaviour of 
noble and heroic Spirits; | 


 Parcere ſubjectis, er debellare ſuperbos. ; Virg. 
They, who are by Nature ſo petulant or choleric, 


that they find it neceſſary to give a vent to thoſe Hu- | 
mours, by inſulting ſome body or other, may eafily ; 
indulge that Propenſity, and preſerve their Reputa- 


tion at the ſame time; let them but level their Ri- 
baldry at Impudence and Impertinence, and there will 
be no Harm done. | 


FAB. CLXXXV. 
The Plowman and Fortune. 
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"HE Plowman, as he was plowing the Ground, found 
1 a Treaſure. Tranſported with Joy, he immediately 
an to return Thanks to the Ground, which had been 

ſo liberal and kind to him. Fortune obſery'd what he did, 
and could not forbear diſcovering her Reſentment of it, 
She inſtantly. appear'd to him, and, You Fool, ſays ſhe, 
what a Blockhead are you to lie thanking the Ground 
thus, and take no notice of Me. You Sot you! if er 


".. 


had loſt ſuch a. Treaſure, inſtead of finding it, I ſhould. 
have been the firſt you would have laid the Blame upon. 


Te APPLICATION. 


If our Affairs ſucceed and go well, we ought to 
let them have the Credit of it to whoſe Intereff it is. 
chiefly owing, and whom, upon any Miſcariage, or 
ill Management, we ſhopld have found Fault with. 
That juſt Rule of Equity, zo do as. we. would be done. 
unto, ſhould as near as we can, be obſerv'd in 2 
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Action of our Lives. But Vanity and Peeviſhneſs diſ- 


poſe us too often to break it; one, makes us aſcribe 
that to our own good Addreſs, which perhaps is ow-- 


ing to ſome Accident: the other, puts us upon char- 


ging Fortune, or ſomebody beſides our ſelves, with 


that ill Succeſs, for which we may probably be in- 


debted to our own Stupidity and Negligence only. 
What Titles of Honour, what Stations of Dignity, . 
what Places of Profit in Church and- State, are now- 
and then poſſeſs'd by dull uſeleſs Wretches! who ne- 

ver once dreamt that they were oblig'd to Fortune alone 
for their Happineſs in obtaining them, Let if the 
Caſe were quite otherwiſe, if thoſe Places had been 
fill'd with Men of known Abilities, and theſe Crea- 
tures left low and undiſtinguiſn'd as tbeir own Merit, 
tis ten to one but they would have curs'd their Stars, 

fretted at their ill Luck, and ſtorm'd at the barbarous 

Treatment of their capricious Fortune. . | 


— 


SO Pꝶꝰ s FABLES. 
FAB. CLXX XVI.. 
e Ape and her two young Ones. 
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4 N Ape, "1546 two-young Ones, was dotingly fond 
of one, but diſregarded and lighted the other. One 

Day ſhe chanc'd to be ſurpriz'd by the Hunters, and had 
much ado to get off. However, ſhe did not forget her 
favourite young One, which ſhe took up in her Arms, 
that it might be the more ſecure; The other, which ſhe 
neglected, by natural Iuſtinct, leapt upon her Back, and 
ſo away they ſcamper d together. But it unluckily fell out 
that the Dam, in her precipitate Flight, blinded with Haſte, 
daſh'd her Favourite's Head againſt a Stone, and kill'd it. 
The hated One, clinging cloſe to her yougy Fs "wy 


* the Danger of the Purſuit, 


The APPLICATION. 


This Fable is deſign'd to expoſe the Folly of ſome 
Parents; who by indulging and humouring their Fa- 
vourite Children, ſpoil and ruin them: while thoſe, 
of whom they have been the leaſt fond have done ve- 


ile; The Child that knows it can command its 
4 Parents 
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Parents Affections, will hardly be brought to know 
how to obey. The Fondneſs of indiſcreet Parents to fa- 
vorite Children, is blind as Love it ſelf : they are ſo far 
from ſeeing any Blemiſhes or Imperfections in them, 
that their very Deformity is Beauty, and all their ug- 
ly Tricks Graces, Thus, without eyer being check'd 
and corrected for their Faults, but rather applauded 
and careſs'd for them, when they come abroad upon 
the Theatre of the World, what Rock will they not 
ſplit upon? While the Child, who is ſo happy as to 
eſcape theſe very tender Regards, theſe pernictous In- 
dulgences, is oblig'd to be good and honeft in its own 
Defence, The Parent looks upon it, with an Eye 
clear from the Miſts of Fondneſs, He has no Re- 
gard to its Diſlike or Approbation; but for his own 
Credit, puts it into ſuch a Way of Education as Rea- 
ſon dictates; and forces it to be as accompliſh'd, as its 
Capacity will admit. 8 


FAC 
TDbe Shepherd turn d Merchant. 


} 
ö 
{ 4 
110 
11 
1 
1 
9 
1 
"7 # 
'% \ 
on 
is 
4] 
TS. 
— 
— 
1 
19 
1 
* 
4 
N wn 1 
1 1 
l) "ul 3 


- = 


N x = 


- 
— —— ͥ - — 


gy mt 2 


” 
1 - — — = — —— 
—̃ —ꝝ½ 2 r — —ÜÄU[ as ne en 
- — . — — po « 
— . 


— ——— 
— n 


— — 33 


| 


| 


A 


\ Ws 4 N. 77 $ 2 : "od 7 
2 A Ie E A 1 —— = 
4 ase * 5 = #1 — ,— $ : 
gut JN We — = — * : > Z 4 
f } f mr WORN 7 4 2 . t — {eines — — - | 9 ' 
Fa | ji; 
1 Il [ Iv 0 Dns Eren | L All al. ; 


Shepherd that kept his Sheep near the Sea, one clear 
Summer's Day drove them cloſe to the Shore, and 
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fat down upon a Piece of a Rock to enjoy the cool Breezy 


that came from the Water. The green Element appear'd 
calm and ſmooth; and Thetis with her Train of ſmiling 


beautiful Nymphs, ſeem'd to dance upon the floating 


Sur face of the Deep. The Shepherd's Heart thrilld with 


ſecret Pleaſure, and he began to wiſh for the Life of a 
Merchant. O how happy, fays he, ſhould I be, to plow 
this liquid Plain, in a pretty, tight Veſſe] of my own! 


and to viſit the remote Parts of the World, inſtead. of ſit- 


ting idly here to look upon a Parcel of- ſenſeleſs Sheep, 
While they are grazing ! then what ample: Returns ſhould 
1 make in the way of Traffick ! and what a ſhort and 
certain Path would this be to Riches and Honour! In ſhort, 
this Thought was improv'd into a Reſolution : away he 
poſted with all Expedition, ſold his Flock, and all that he 
had; then he bought a Bark, and fitted it out for a Voy- 
age; he loaded it with a Cargo of Dates, and ſet ſail for 


a2 Mart that was held upon the Coaſt of 4//a, five hun- 
dred Leagues off, He had not been long at Sea, before 
the Wind began to blow tempeſtuouſly, and the Waves to- 

„ rage and ſwell; the Violence of the Weather increas'd up- 


dn him, his Ship was in Danger of finking, and he was 


oblig'd to lighten her, by throwing all his Dates over-board ; 
after this, his Veſſel was driven upon a Rock near the 


Shore and fplit to Pieces; he himſelf hardly eſcap'd with 
Life. Poor, and deſtitute of Subſiſtence, he. applied him- 


ſelf to the Man who had bought his Flock, and was admitted 


to tend it as a Hireling. He ſat in the ſame Place as be- 
fore, and the Ocean again look d calm and ſmooth. Ah! 
ſiys he, deceitful, tempting Element, in vain you try to 
engage me a ſecond time; my Misfortunes have left me 
too poor to be again deluded the ſame way; and Expe- 
rience has made me ſo wiſe as to reſolve, whatever my 
Condition may be, never to truſt thy faithleſs Boſom more, 


Ie APPLICATION. 


” Beught Wit is beſt: and the more Variety of Diſ- 
appointments we meet with, the greater will be our 
| N i | Experience, 
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Experience, and the better we ſhall be qualified to 
rub thro” the World. Mankind has a ſtrange Propen- 


ſity for things that are novel and untried; and ſo ſtrong 


a Bias inclines them to ſhifting and changing, that 
fas Horace ſays): every one diſreliſhes his own Pro- 
feſſion, and wiſhes he had been of ſome other Em- 
pioyment. 1 | 5 | 
D fortunatos Mercatores ! gravis annis 
Miles ait, multo jam frafius membra labore. 
Contra, Mercator, navim jattantibus Auſtris, 
Militia eſt potior,—— -——— Hor. 


The young Academic, deſign'd to the moſt grave of 


all Profeſſions, hates to think of his peculiar Habit, 
of that formal reſerv'd Deportment by which he is to 


ſeparate. himſelf from what he counts the Pleaſures of 


the World, and bid adieu to that Irregularity which 
Youth ſo much delights in. He longs for a Commſſi- 


on in the Army, that he may be faſhionably licentious, 
and indulge himſelf unqueſtion'd in the wanton Sallies 


of a brisk youthful Appetite. In the mean time, the 


old Soldier, haraſs'd out with laborious Campaigns a- 


broad, and vex'd with the ſlow Returns of his- half 
Pay at home, repines at the happy Condition of the 
Ecclefiaſtic, batning in Eaſe and Plenty, and ſleeping 
unmoleſted in one of the upper Stalls of a Cathedral. 
With Remorſe, he calls to Mind his former Perverſe- 
neſs, in quitting a College Life, and defeating the 
Purpoſe of his Relations, who had purchas'd the next 


Reverſion of a fat Benefice for him. He ſhakes his 


Head, and reflects, that, if it had not been for his 
Folly, inſtead of aking Limbs, and an empty Purſe, 


he might have enjoy'd as much Leiſure and Luxury 


as any Prieſt in the Land. | | | 
Thus, ſometimes with, ſometimes without Reaſon, 


we are diſguſted at our Station, and envy thoſe who. 


are embark'd in another Way. Which, however it 
may ſeem to be a Misfortune entail'd upon us, yet 
carries this Advantage with it, that, as we are almoſt 


ſure of being diſappointed by a Change, we are as 


certain likewiſe of gaining ſome Experience by the 


- 


Bargain, and being wiſer for the future. 
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FAB. CLXXXVIIL. 
The young Man and the Lion, 
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Here was a certain old Man, who was —— of a ve- 
ry great: Eſtate; and had one only Child, a Son, of 
whom he was exceeding tender and fond; he was like- 
wiſe one very apt to be influencd by Omens, Dreams 
and Prognoſtics. The young Man his Son was mightily | #3 
addicted to hunting, and us'd to be up early every Morn- ars 
ing to follow the Chace. But the Father happening to 
dream, one Night, that his Son was kill'd by a Lion, took 
it ſo to Heart, that he would not ſuffer him to go into W 
the Foreſt any more. He built a fine Caſtle for his Re- 1 
ception, in which he kept him cloſe confin'd, leſt he ro- 
ſhould ſtep out privately a- hunting, and meet his Fate. 
Let, as this was purely the Effect of his Loye and Fond- 
neſs for him, he ſtudied to make his Confinement as 
agreeable to him as poſſible; And, in order to it, furnifh'd 
the Caſtle with Variety of fine Pictures, in which were all 
forts of wild Beaſts, ſuch as the Son us d to take Delight 
in hunting; and among the reſt, the Portrait of a Lion. 
* the Tung Man view'd one Day more —_ 
t 
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ſonable Confinement, which his Father's Dream had oc- 
cafion'd, he broke out into a violent Paſſion, and looking 
ſternly at the Lion, Thou cruel Savage, ſays he, tis to 


thy Heart. Saying this, he ſtruck his Fiſt at the Lion's 
Breaſt, and unfortunately tore his Hand wich a Point of a 
Nail, which ſtuck in the Wainſcot, and was hid under 
the Canvas. The Wound feſter'd and turn'd to a Gan- 
grene; this threw. the young Man into a Fever, and he 


Caution that he took to prevent it. 


C 
This Fable, tho? it may ſeem to favour and encou- 
rage the Notion of Dreams, and ſuch fanſied Diſco- 


veries of future Events, is however intended to ridi- 


cule and explode them. What can be more abſurd 
than the Practice of thoſe credulous Fools, who hav- 
ing Faith _— to believe the Veracity of Oracles, 
bad the Impudence or Stupidity to try to defeat them 
WW afterwards? This was making a God with one Hand, 
and throwing him away with the other, Firſt they 
ask the Almighty what he intends to do? when he 


are reſoly'd to . him if they can: Nay they 
think they can, and ſet about it accordingly. Theſe 
low inconſiſtent Notions of God gave the firſt Birth 


rooted out, or grow ſo thin, as not to hinder 
the Increaſe of Virtue. When the Deity, which the 


Generality of the World acknowledge, is us'd as if 
he were a Deity of Irreſolution, Inſtability, Mutabi- 
lity and Paſſion, Men of any Diſcernment immedi- 


ately renounce ſuch a Deity as that; and, for want of 


due Conſideration, remain Atheiſts. It being indeed 


leſs abſurd of the two, not to believe a Supreme Be- 


ing at all, than to believe he is ſubject to the — 3 


than ordinary; and being vex'd in his Mind at the unre- 


thy grim and terrible Form that I owe my Impriſonment; 
if J had a Sword in my Hand, I would thus run it thro' 


died. So that the Father's Dream was fulfilled by the very 


has told them, they believe him and tremble; . but 


to Atheiſm, And were they not too common in the 
World ſtill, that pernicious Principle, if there be any - 
ſuch Principle in reality, would be either entirely 


3» SOP FABLES. 
1 us wretched Mortals, and govern'd by Whim and 
Fancy. But right Reaſon which is the Divinity with. 


in us, when calmly attended to, equally abbors either 
of theſe two, and ſhews unto us, a more excellent Way, 


5 AB. 1 The Hen and the Fox. 
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| 4 Fox having crept into an Out- houſe, .look'd up and 
down, ſeeking what he might devour; and at laſt 
ſpied a Hen fitting upon the uppermoſt. Perch, ſo high 
that he could by no means come at her. He then had 
KRecourſe to his old Stratagems; Dear Couſin, ſays he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Hen, how do you do? I heard that 
you were ill, and kept within; at which I was fo con- 
cern'd, that I could not reſt till I came to ſee you, Pray, 
how is it with you now? let me feel your Pulſe a little; 
indeed you don't look well at all. He was running on 
after this impudent fulſome Manner, when the Hen an- 
ſwer d him from the Rooſt, Truly Couſin Reynard, you 
are in the right on't; I never was in more Pain in my 
Life: I muſt beg your Pardon for being ſo free as to tell 
you that I ſee no Company; and you muſt excuſe me too 
for not coming down to you; for to ſay the Truth, my 
Condition is ſuch, that L fear I. ſhould catch Hy: Death, if 
1 ſhould do it. The- 
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There are ſome People in the World, whoſe Ad- 


dreſs and Converſation are fo impertinent, ſo ſhock- 
ing and difagreeable, that it is doing Penance, and 


ſuffering a kind of bodily Pain, to be in their Com- 
pany.” When theſe familiar Fools, with their, repeated 
Officiouſneſs, ask us how we do, no en. 5 

are really ſick; for how can we be well when they 
are near us? They either mean nothing, and are 
vain filly Impertinents, whom we abhor; or cover 
ſome evil Purpoſe under a Diſguiſe of nauſeous pal- 
pable Flattery, and therefore are tobe treated with Re- 
ſerve and Caution, A Man who ſees thro“ Flattery 
is indeed free from the Danger of it. But he ſhould 
not be ſatisfied with that. If he is a public-ſpirited 


Man, he ought to diſcountenance and expoſe the Per- 


ſon that practiſes it, to prevent it from flouriſhing a- 
broad, and hurting thoſe who may not be wary e- 


nough to. diſcern, or ſtanch enough to reſiſt its At- 


tacks. * The Men of Flattery, as they are, in ſome 


degree or other, a, common Miſchief, ought to be 


treated as common Enemies: and as it is genera] 


their Deſign to delude and impoſe upon others, if we 


can be before-hand with, and diſappoint them, we 


ſhall act, if not generoully, yet however, fairly and 


diſcreetly. 


er if we 
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FAB. CXC. The Man and the Gnat. 
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A ſettled upon his Leg and ſtung it. He clapt his Hand, 
with great Vehemence, upon the Place, with Intention to 
kill the Gnat; but the little nimble Inſect, skipping lightly 
between his Fingers, eſcap'd; and every time he ſtruck, he 
gave himſelf a ſmart Blow upon the Leg, without being 
in the leaſt able to touch the Gnat. This provok'd him 
very much, fo that in the Height of his Paſſion he fell to 
invoking Hercules. O mighty Hercules, ſays he, ſince no- 
thing can withſtand thy Power; aid me, I beſeech thee, 
againſt this pernicious Gnat, and with thy invincible 
Strength, ſubdue him, in Compaſſion to me miſerable 

Creature, who am tormented with his venomous Sting. 


Tie APPLICATION. 


| Many People, like the Clown in the Fable, are apt 


to invoke the Almighty, upon, every little trifling Ac- 
cident that befals them. Not in an habitual unmean- 
ing Exclamation, ſuch as Children and childiſh Folks 
uſe; but in a ſerious deliberate Meditation, conceiy'd 
in a Fit of Rapture, and deliver'd from the Cloſet or 
E : Cabinet, 


a clowniſh Fellow was ſitting upon a Bank, a Gnat 
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Cabinet, in the uſual Seaſon of Devotion. How ma- 
ny things are pray'd for with much Earneſtneſs, which, 
it we were to inquire into them, are mere Vanities, 
and ſuch as we ought to be aſham'd of having! - 


Non vacat exiguis rebus adeſſe Jovi. Ovid. 


Not that the Supreme Being, who is all-knowing, and 

preſent every where, can be ſuppos'd to be ignorant 
of every little Thought of our Souls; or unable to 

comply with the Multiplicity of our Wiſhes : But it is 
contrary to his exalted Nature, to condeſcend to our 
paltry ſelfiſh Schemes, or to grant any of thoſe Peti- 
tions, which we our ſelves, if we conſider'd, ſhould 


be aſham'd to put up. 


FAB. CXCI. The Deer and the Lion. 
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Lion; who lay couch'd at rhe farther End of the Cave, 
and ſprung upon him in an Inſtant. Being at the Point of 
Death, ke complain'd thus; Unhappy Creature that I am! 


1 enter'd this Cave to eſcape the Purſuit of Men and Dogs, 


and am falbn into the Jaws of the moſt cruel and rapa- 
cious of all wild Beaſts, 3 5 a The 


a 
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Te APPLICATION. 
Some are ſo unfortunate as to be ever running im 
to Troubles and Dificulties:: Their ill Luck ſeems to 
ride them thro' a Series of Misfortunes; and, in the 
mean time, like ſtumbling Horſes, the more they are 

ſpurr'd, the oftner they flounce along in the Dirt, and 
the more Trips they make. But, as much of this may 
be attributed to Fear and Hurry, which where-evet 
they take place, indiſpoſe and hinder us from acquit- 
ting our ſelves as we thould do, it is therefore highly 
neceſſary for ſuch as would, be thought to behave 
themſelves like Men, never to let Fear have any Share 
in their Words or Actions. This Paſſion blinds ug 
from diſcerning our true Intereſt ; It no ſooner points 
out an Evil to us, but it throws us into the utmoſt Mi. 
Confufion, in our Manner and Method of flying from 
it. We ſtart from the preſent Miſchief. before we | 
have pitch'd upon a Place of Refuge; and, in the 
Hurry, fall into a thouſand worſe Accidents, which 
we have not time to obſerve and avoid, 

- But all this is far below the Character of a great and 
a good Man, He dreads nothing more thaf Shame; 
nor is aſham*d of any thing ſo much as Fear, Not all 
the Terrors of this, or any other World, can blind 
: the Eyes of his Reaſon, or diſarm his Underſtanding, 
Honeſty dictates to his Conſcience, and his Conſci- 
_, ence is the Rule of his Actions. And in this happy 
Situation of his Mind, ” N | 

Si frattus illabatur orbis, ö 3 

unpavidum ferient ruins, Hor; © 
tho? the World were to be cruſh'd, and thunder in 
Pieces about his Ears, he would be found without Sur- 
prize amidſt the Ruins of it. It is peculiar to Knaves 
or Fools to be hurried thro' a Senſe of their own 
+ Guilt or Shame; and to be always labouring under 
Jealouſies, Doubts, Diftruſts, and Diſappointments, 3 


Dum vitant ſiulti vitia, in contraria currunt. Hor. I lay 
Some are ſo ſilly, that they fix their Eyes upon one 4, 


Extreme only; and, while they are avoiding that, 
. " es 2 heedleſiy 


2 


. 


£Z80P's FABLES. 337 
heedleſly run themſelves into the other. Theſe may 
not improperly be call'd the half-witted Part of our 


Species: they know ſufficient to run themſelves into Dif- 
ficulties; and talk juſt wiſe enough to be laugh'd at. 


FAB. CXCII. The Gardener and his Dog: 
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A* Gardener's | s Dog, err about the Brink of 2 well i in 
the Garden, happen d to fall into it. The Gardener 
very readily ran to his Aſſiſtance; but as he was enden 
vouring to help him out, the Cur bit him by the Hand. 
The Man took this ungrateful Treatment ſo unkindiy, that 
he left him to-ſhift for himſelf, with this Expoſtula- 
tion: Wicked Wretch, quoth he; Are you ſo unreaſonable. 
25 to injure the Hand that comes to fave your Life! the 
Hand of Me, you Maſter, who have hitherto fed and ta- 
ken care of you! Die, as you'deferve; for fo miſchicyous 
and ill. natur d a Creature is not fit to live. 


n. APPLICATION 


 Perit quod fatis Ingrato. Alf the Obligations you 
lay upon an ungrateful Perfon are thrown away. And 


therefore they who would be eſteem'd wiſe, as welk 


as good, ſhould uſe ſome ExaQtneſs nne, | 


—— 


FAB. CxciII. The Cock and the Fox. 
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338 XYXDESOP's FABLES. c 
of their Favours, as well as Generoſity in the Dilpo- 
ſal of them, For there are ſome of ſuch malevolent 
Tempers, that they are not 84 improper Objects of 
our Good - nature, as to themſelves in being undeſer- 
ving; but of ſuch vile Diſpoſitions, in reſpect to us, 
that we can't approach them, tho' to do them a Kind- 
neſs, without endangering our own Safety. 
Our Good-nature therefore, as good a Quality as it 
is, (will not excuſe us if we fall into the Hands of 
theſe kind of People; fomething muſt be imputed to 
our Eaſineſs and Want of Attention; and if we are 
ſo free as to beſtow our Favours without conſidering 
where we place them, the diſcerning part of Man- 
kind will rank us in the Claſs of Fools or Madmen; 
inſtead of giving us the Applauſe that is due to Acti- 
ons truly liberal. 35 OL 5 
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HE Fox, paſſing early one Summer's Morning near a 
1 Farm-Yard, was caught in a Springe, which tho 
Farmer had planted there for that End. The Cock, at a di- co 
ſtance, ſaw what happen'd; and, hardly yet 2 to trult F pe 
himſelf too near ſo dangerous a Foe, approach'd him cau- gr 
coul. and peep d at * not * ſome * T1 
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and Dread of Mind. Reynard no ſooner.perceiv'd it, but he 
addreſs'd himſelf to him, with all the deſigning Artifice 
imaginable. Dear Coufin, ſays he, you ſee what an un- 
fortunate Accident has befallen me here, and all upon your 
Account. For, as I was creeping through yonder Hedge, 
in my Way homeward, I heard. you crow, and was re- 
folv'd to ask you how you did before I went any farther 5 
But by the Way, I met with this Diſaſter ; and therefore 
now 1 muſt become an humble Suitor to you for a Knife, 
to cut this plaguy String; or, at leaſt, that you would 
conceal my Misfortune, till I have gnaw'd it aſunder with 


my Teeth, The Cock, ſeeing how the Cafe ſtood, made 
no Reply, but poſted away as faſt as he he could, and 


gave the Farmer an Account of the whole Matter : who 


taking a good Weapon along with him, came and did the + 


V < 
mn APPLICATION... 
Tho? there is no Quality of the Mind more graceful 


in it ſelf, or that renders it more amiable to others, 


than the having a- tender Regard to thoſe who are in 
Diſtreſs; yet we may err, even in this Point, unleſs 
we take care to let our Compaſſion flow out upon 
proper Objects only. When the Innocent fall into 

Misfortune, 'tis the Part of a generous brave Spirit - 
to contribute to their Redemption; or, if that be im- 

poſſible, to adminiſter ſomething to their Comfort and 
Support, But when wicked Men, who have been Ene- 
mies to their Fellow-Subjects, are intrapt in their 


own pernicious Schemes, he that labours to deliver 


them, makes himfelf an Aſſociate in their Crimes, and 
becomes as great an Enemy to the Public, as thoſe 
whom he would ſcreen and prote&. | 
When Highwaymen and Houſebreakers are taken, 
condemn'd, and going to ſatisfy Juſtice, at the Ex- 
pence of their vile paltry Lives; who are they that 
rieve for them, and would be glad to reſcue them 
rom the ＋ Not honeſt Men we may be ſure. 
e thieving Fraternity would perhaps com- 
5 22 miſerate 


74 29 FABLES. 


miſerate their Condition, and be ready to mutiny ix 
their Favour; Nay, the raſcally Solieitor, who hack 
been employ'd upon their Account, would be vex'd 
that his Negotiations had ſucceeded no better, and be 
afraid of lofing his Reputation among other Delin- 
quents for the future. But every Friend to Juſtice 
would have no Neaſon to be diſſatisfied at any thing, 
dut a mournful Reflection which he could not forbear 
making, That, while theſe little Criminals ſwing for 

_ ſome trifling inconſiderable Rapine, others, ſo tran- 
feendently their Superiors in Fraud and Plunder, ape 
with a whole Skin; 


FAB. 8 De r and Fan 8 


| 197 W 
LL == 
WOP nos, 


2 — — jo about, i in apo of bis ; Prey, fave 
a Serpent basking himſelf upon the ſide of a ſunny 


Bank. Don he ſouſt upon him, and ſeia d him with bis 
horgy Beak, in order to devour him. But the Serpent, 
writhing to and fro -with the Pain, bit the Raven again 

_ with his venomous Teeth, to foch a degree, that he could 

not ſurvive it. The Raven in the Agonies of Death, is 
uiid to have confeſs d that this Judgment happen d to him 
jiulllys Gnce he had attenapred to ſatisfy his . Shes 
eee He. 2 


*. 
— 
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| ...r + 
They who are of a ravenous greedy Temper, and 
for ſwallowing all that comes in their way, may chance 
to meet with 'a Sting in the End, When People are 
actuated by an inſatiable Avarice, they ſtick at no- 
thing; without conſidering the Lawfulneſs, or indeed 
the real Emolument of Fr at all, right or wrong, 
down it goes; and, if it has but the Appearance of 
Gain, they are for making Seizure, let the Conſe= 
quence. be what it will, | 9 -* OR | 
Thus the Covetous, whom God and Man abhor, 
puniſhes himſelf for his own Iniquity. Being deaf to 
the Voice of Conſcience, and the Dictates of natural 
Reaſon, and blind to every. thing but his own vile 0 
ſelfiſn Views, he throws himſelf after Getting, with 
a precipitate Violence, and often daſhes himſelf to 
pieces upon an unſeen Rock. The Highwayman, 
who requires a Purſe, is ſometimes preſented with a 
Piſtol; and wicked Miniſters of State have loſt their 
own Heads, inſtead of extorting more Supplies from 
the enrag'd People, OL OT TERRY. 
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FAB. CXCV..The Fox and the Hedghog, 
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A5 Fox was ſwimming croſs a River; and, when hie came 
| to the other fide, he found the Bank fo ſteep and lip- 
pery, that he could not get up it. But this was not all his 
Misfortune; for, while he ſtood in the Water deliberating 
what to do, he was attack'd by a Swarm of Flies, who 
ſettling upon his Head and Eyes, ſtung and plagu'd him 
grievouſly. A Hedghog, who' ſtood upon the Shore, be- 
| held and pitied his Condition, and; withal, offer d to drive 
away the Flies, which moleſted and tei d him in that fad 
manner. Friend, replies the Fox, I thank you for your kind 4 
Offer, but mult defire you by no meant to difturb theſe 4 
| honeſt Blood-ſuckers — are now quarter d upon me, and 
vvhoſe Bellies are, I fanſy, pretty well fillbd: for if they ö 
ſhould leave me, a freſh Swarm would take their Places, Þþ 
and I ſhould not have a Drop of Blood left. in my * 


1 
The APPLICATION. 


This Fable is recorded by Arifotle; who tells us | 
40 that Æſop ſpoke it to the Samians, as an Argument to ; 
| difſuade them from depoſing their great Miniſter of 
State. And a ſhrewd and weighty one it is too, For 
a 


TH 4 WY 


. * 


2 Miniſter of State is either an honeſt public-ſpirited 
Man, and labours for the Good of the Common-, 
wealth, or (and which is too often the, Caſe). he is. 
chiefly intent, by all Ways and Means, upon filling, 
bis own Coffers, and upon aggrandizing and enrich-. 
ing his Relations. Now where the firſt happens, one 
need not ſay how much it behoves every particular 
Man, and all in general, to wiſh for the Continuance 
of ſo'wifegand good a Patriot. But neither ſhould* . 
they part With him merely for being one of the other 
Stamp: for, however criminal he may be, in havin: 


robb'd and plunder'd the Public, we ſhould conſider 


that, like the Flies in the Fable, he is pony near full; 
and, if he were tobe remov'd, would only make way for 
ſome other hungry Thief, who would ſqueeze out of the 
poor agonizing People the Remainder of their Pro- 
perty. ere, Whether it would not be a reaſonable; 
Puniſhment to compel an avaritious Miniſter, after he 
has ſuck'd his Fill, and would retire, to ferye the Pub- 
lic, in the ſame Capacity, for nothing. 

| oY q | | . 4 as Tas . 
F AB. CXCVI. The Maſter and his Scholar. 
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344 @$80P's FABLES. 
| one in Diſtreſs; advancing a few Paces farther, he ſaw 
| one of his Scholars in the Water, hanging by the Bough of 
i a Willow. The Boy had, it ſeems, been learning to ſwim 
With Corks; and now thinking himſelf ſufficiently expe- 
rienc'd, had thrown thoſe Implements aſide, and ventur d 
into the Water without them; But the Force of the Stream 
[ having hurried him out of his Depth, he had certainly been 
 drowa'd, had not the Branch of a Willow, which grew 
| on the Bank, providentially hung in his Way. The Maſter 


7 
t 
t 
d 
N 
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© 
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took up the Corks which lay upon the Ground, and throw- 
ing them to his Scholar, made uſe of this Opportunity to 
read a Lecture to him, upon the inconfiderate Raſhneſs of 
Youth. Let this be an Example to you, fays he, in the 
Conduct of your future Life; never to throw away your 
 Corks, till time has given you Strength and Experience ch 
enough to ſwim without them. 1 


The APPLICATION. 


Some People are ſo vain and ſelf-conceited; that 
they will run themſelves into a Thouſand Inconveni- Be 
ences, rather than be thought to want Aſſiſtance in x 
any one Reſpect. Now there are many little Helps © 
and Accommodations in Life, which they who launch 
out into the wide Ocean of the World ought to make Be 
Uſe of, as Supporters to raiſe and buoy them up, till 
they are grown ſtrong in the LA of Men, 
and ſufficiently vers d in Buſineſs, to ſtem the Tide ſuc 
by ſthemſelves. Yet many, like the Child in the Fa- 
ble, thro* an Affectation of being thought able and ex- 
perienc'd, undertake Affairs which are too big for the 
them, and venture out of their Depth, before they 
find their own Weakneſs and Inability. 5 
Few are above being advis'd; nor are we ever too 
old to learn any thing which we may be the better for. 
But young Men, above all, - ſhould not diſdain to open 
their Eyes to Example, and their Ears to Admonition. 
They ſhould not be aſham'd to furnifh, themſelves 
with Rules for their Behaviour in the World. How- 
ever mean it may ſeem. to uſe ſuch Helps, yet it is 
really dangerous to be without them; As a Man who 
7 ; | Is 
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£80 P's FABLES. 347 
is lame with the Gout, had better draw the Obſerva- 
tions of People upon him, by walking with a Crutch, 
than expoſe himſelf to their Ridicule, by tumbling 
down in the Dirt. It is as unnatural to fee a young 
Man throw himſelf out in Converſation with an aſſu- 
ming Air, upon a Subject which he knows nothing 
of, as for a Child of three Months old te be left ts 
go without its Leadingftrings ; they are equally ſhocks 
ing and painful to the Spoctator. 55 
fal ac duraverit tas 
Membræanimumque tuum, nabis ſine cortic.— Hor. 
Let them have but Patience, till Time and Experienee 
ſtrengthen the Mind of the one, and the Limbs of to 
ther, and they may both make ſuch Excurſions as 
may not be diſagreeable or offenſive to the Eye of 
the Beholder. 1 a 2 e 


And here it may not be improper to ſay ſomething 
by way of Application to the Whole, Ir is not ex= _ 
pected that they who are vers'd and hackney'd in the 
Paths of Life, ſhould trouble themſelves to peruſe 
theſe little loofe Sketches of Morality; ſuch may. do 
well enough without them. They are written for the 
Benefit of the young, and the unexperienc'd; if 
they do but reltth the Contents of this Book, fo as 
to think it worth reading over two or three times, 
it will have attain'd its End; and ſhould it meet with 
ſich a Reception, the ſeyeral Authors originally con- 
cern'd in theſe Fables, and the preſent Compiler of - 
the whole, may be allow'd; not altogether to have 
miſ-employ'd their Time, in preparing ſuch a Colla« 
tion for their Entertaiment. SIR, OLD 
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Dvice, when to be rejected, Page 143. Who are 
unfit to give it, 180, Conſider who gives it, be- 


fore you take it, 43. 


Affectation, the Inconveniences of it, 78. It is the 
Bane of Beauty, 107. Other Inconveniences of; 


it, 165. | | 

Agriculture recommended, 246. 

Athenians enſlav'd by Piſiſtratus, 6. 

Attorney, draws the Squire into a Mortgage, 44. 

Avarice, and Ambition, frequently diſappointed, 103. 

Vlnaccountable, 140. That and Envy expos'd and 

engquir'd into, 239. That and Ambition ought to 
ſuffer, 9. The Inconveniences of it, 332 

Authors merit not by writing much but well, 123. 


Beauty that of the Mind preferable to that of the Bo- 


dy, 16e. N ; | 
Biter bit, 191. 8 | 
Brave Men, above being provok'd by Cowards, 25. 
Bribe, can't tempt an honeſt Man, 187, 
Britons, jealous of Strangers, IIC I 1 
Bullies, generally l 124, Qveract their 
TnL 2497 Pp AE vB ol 
| s | C 
Captious, not good to be ſo, ; 
Change, leldom makes . 
' Changeling Plumbſtock, Sir, viegy with Lord Caftles 
Builder, 19. | ; 
Children, ought to take their Parents Advice, 203. 
Church, thoſe that frequent it -out of Vanity, their 
Religion not worth a Straw, 50. 


. Kivilicy, | overactęd, is ſuf] picious, 187, | 


"Þ Coffee: 


I N D E X. 

coffee · houſe Politics, ridiculous, 254. 

Company, (when bad) to be avoided, 273. It con- 

' cerns us to keep good, 135. 

Complaints, better let alone, 195. | 

Condition, ſeldom pleas'd with our own, 329. Un- 
reaſonable to repine at it, 35. Made n * re- 
pining at it, $2, - | 

Content, makes a poor Man happy, 105. 

Converſation, when diſagreeable, 333. 

Country, and Country Life, 5 35 
Squire, damns a Court Life, 41. | 

Courage, nothing without Conduct, 2. 

Court, thoſe who frequent it ſhould not value them- 
ſelves, 50. 

Cowards, can't impoſe upon thoſe that know chan. 
9. | 

Craft, repell'd by Cunning, allowable, 224, 248, 

Critic, envious, 42. 

Cunning, generally filly dane NN for it, 109. 


„ 


Death. bed Repentance conlider'd, $3. 

Death, dreaded by thoſe who pretend to wiſt-for it, | 
119. | 

Death and Love, minen 2544. 

Decrees of Fate, not to be reliſted, 39. 

Diſcarded Stateſman, diſcontented, 40. y 

Diſſenting Teacher, wants a Biſhoprick, 49. 

Diſtreſs, cruel to inſult People in it, 105. 

* WW Diviſions among the Great Ones, how encouragu, 27. 

Do as you would be done by, 231. 

Double-tongu'd People, to be avoided, 109. Neigh- 
| bour, have a care of him, 142, | 
Dreams and ſuch idle Notions, the by: of them, 3 31. 

E. 


Edvedibon: the Effects of it, 208. | 

| Enemies, not to be aſſiſted or truſted, 60. 

Envy, deſcrib'd, its Inconveniences, 227. Ws 
Evenneſs of Temper recommended, 311. \ 
Example, uſeful for Inſtruction, 256. : 
ä have a care how you make than 268, 


Faſhions 


* EX 


Faſhions, odly FINE "$98; | 
Fault, not to be. found with others, if guilty out 


ſelves, 190. | 
Favourite, every one not fit to be ſo, 213, Surprizing 
when honeſt, 48. 


Fear, the Inconveniences of it, 336. It is unreaſon: 


able, 55. Vain and inſignificant, 144. 


Flattery, miſchievous, but hard to be avoided, 16. 


Florinda wants a Voice, 39. 
Ts, mould not flight the Country chey are in, 


74. 
Fortune, often blam'd wrongfully, 158. Hugh tg 


have her Due, 325. 
Forwardneſs ſhould be diſcourag'd, 207. 
Foul means, ſometimes beſt, 197. 
Friend, falſe one, a deteſtable thing, 156. Them and 
Relations, not to be depended on, 71. We ſhould 
be nice in our Choice of them, 264. 
Privadſklp, neceſſary to [oil Well. 177 4. 259, 
306. Inſecure till tried, | 
Frontiniac does not like pecans, 41. | 


Gaming- -houſes, thofe ſtuz 10 that frequent them, 1263 


Genealogy, fooliſh to inſiſt upon it, 166. 


Generoſity, a handſome Virtue, 57. 


Glaſs, a Resſon why we ſhould often coathle it, 1342 


Glory, nothing: ſhould be undertaken for the ſake o 
„ie, 152. 


God, ſerv'd better another way than by Prayer; 193, 


Gaod-mature;: our Intereſt to exerciſe it, 57. 
Government, neceſſary to be ſupported, 69. 
Greatneſs, expos'd to Storms, 147 
Great Cry and little Wool, 47.. 


Great Men, bad , AIUEL, 87. 
| H. 


Habir, the lorivenience of it, 303. 


Haſte, the more, the worſe Speed, 179. 


loneſt Man, his Word as good as his Oath, 92F, 
Howe Ow the: beſt Policy, 194. 8 in bad 


* 
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Horace, deſcribes a good Poet, 48. 1s a polite Philo» 


ſopher, 62. 
Humanity, how far it o ought to go, 275. Is a great 
Virtue, 171. * | 


Idle Fellows, 8 any e 15 N 


Jeſt, how to baffle and defeat it, 36. 


Ill Men, not to be ſerv'd, 12. 
Imitation, the Ruin of many, 2375 
Impatience, hurtful, 91. | PLS. 
Impertinents, 3 to ſee them march'd, 1532 
Impoſſi bilities ſhould not be attempted, 304. 
Incendiaries, what we ſhould think of them, 280.. 
Induſtry recommended, 212, 
Induſtry, makes amends for want of Parts, ada: 
Informer, an odious Character, 295. | 
Ingrateful People, all that you do for them throws: 

away, 337- 

22 a great Vice, 301, Conſider'd, 46. 

uman to treat an old Servant ill, 52. 

Wo often hurtful to thoſe that do them, 222; - 
Injury, he-that does it, never. forgives, 277. | 
Injuſtice, a Leſſon againft i it, 270. - 
Innocent People, Lueg. for being ſo, 323. 
Inquiſition, why ſevere upon the Fews, 113. 
Inſults, to People in Diſtreſs, inhuman, 149. | 
Inteteſt, at ſecond-hand, not to be depended on, 316. 
Invention and Art recommended, „ 
Juba, his Addreſs would be ill taken by ſome, yos;.' 
Judgment, want of it makes us e 38. 11 
cauſe of its being wrong, 292. 
Juſtice, irregular, 169. 


King, he that breaks his Word, not tobe reuſted; 130; 
How he ought to be qualified, 163, He that is indo» 
lent, cruel To his Beople, 33. A 

Kite, a King good enough for ſome People, 29. 


Knaves, once known, never to be wel e 204. i 
Js | 

Law, the Inconveniences of going to it; 250. 

N with Caution, 18. 
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R | Liar, 


„ Party, no Trutk to "= expected from Party Hiſtori 


FN BB EN. 
Liar, once detected, never to be belies, 274. 
Liberties of the People, not to > be truſted without Se- 


| 57 POR 
Life, N of . 173. | 
Little People ſuffer when, Great Ones an out, 27. 
Look before you leap, 138. 
Luxury and Intemperasca, ftort-liv'd, 106. 

M. 


Man, a true one hand to be found, 300. His Mind 
like a Bow, 176. - 

Minkind, averſe to boiſterous Treatanent, 76. Never 
know when tbey ave well, 206 

Marriage, fatal when ook) 2s 70. ' When the Effed 
of Love only, fatal and raſh, 121. Young Fellows 
undone by it, Ibid. 4 

Martyrs, their Blood the Seed of the Church, 76, Pe 

Men always Loſers by the Women, 37. Pe. 

Menenius Agri 8 — a 2 69. 

Merit, ariſes od Senſe, 59. 

Miniſter, diſcarded — he may clear himſelf, 1 13. 
wicked One, why to be tolerated, 343- | 

Modeſty and Impudence 1 5 240. 


Nature, the Force of i it, 287, 
Nonjurors, how drawn in, 44. 


O. 

Offices, good, to be done to pr Objects, 46. Ref 
Officiouſneſs, to be ſuſpected. rope : Rey 
Old Age, an ers one, 167. d 
Opinion, we mult judge according to it, 283. Rey 
Opportunity, the preſent not to be ar. hor 316 | . 
128, | ic 
Outſide, not to be truſted, - 280. d. 
P. Rich 


Panics, abe by our ſelves, ob. | il 

Parents, the Folly of ſome, 326. Our Duty coy Ridi 
them ariſes from their Goodneſs, 37. They maj 
be undutiful, Mid. 


zus, 97. They are an 2 occaſion Parties 
97s © 
| Tarn 


IN D E KX. 
Party, baſe to deſert, . but very common, 220. | 
Paſſion, the ill Effects of it, 296. 
Perſecution, makes People obſtinate, 76, 
Phyſician ſhould heal himſelf, 80. : 
Pity is but- poor Comfort, 293. Not always to we 
e 


Wil, 339. 
Place, often the Cauſe of Inſolence, 199. 


Poverty, thoſe that dread it part with their Liberty, 63. | 


Power, not to be truſted, 11, Eſpecially unlimited, 
with no Man, 29. 
Prayers, the Impropriety of them, 101. 


Praying, the manner of it conſider'd, 318. How of- | 


ten us'd for Trifles, 334. 
Preacher, declaims againſt Drunkenneſs, bo, 
Precaution, a 2 thiag, 166. 
Prerogative, ſeldom made a good Uſe of, 61. 
Pride, the Inconvenience of it, 244. 
Principles, not eaſily to be counterfeited, 178. 
Promife nothing but what is in your Power, 75. 
Providence, unfathomable, 216. 
Public Spirit, ma Pony to it, 298. 


Quality, who are Men of true, 50. 


R. | 

| Raſhneſs, the Inconvenlences of it, 252. 

Repetundarius complains of Bribery, 41. 

Reſpect, how to be preſerv'd, 237. 

de eaſy, 114. Its being ſo, a Yay" againſt 
doing Injuries, 23. 

Revolutions in Government, ſeldom hurt the Poor, 130. 

| Rhodanthe ſighs for a Shape, 39. 


Rich, thoſe who become ſo unjuſtly, what they muſt 


do, 8 
Riches, when an Incumbrance, 241. Too often in 
ill Hands, 216. 


Ridiculous, how ſome People make many lo, 


188. 
Robe of the Public ought to live in Fear, 3. 
N multiplied by being Succeſsful, 157. 


1 to be cholen for their Outſide, 266. 
1 - # 
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ulers of a State, to be kept up in Grandeur, ee 


- Truft, kave a care who, 285. 


4 Turpiſſa, an old Maid, 39. 


Viſies, which Ts charitab 


to bim that uſes it to hurt others, 21, 


'£ N D' EX. 


elt, every Man mould exert himſelf, and not ru 
others, 72. 

Self-love, no ill Principle, 19%. 

Servants, neglect their Maſter's Ai 1 
Slavery, Rogues and Villains who conſent to bear it, 351 
Spectres, exc. when they flouriſh moſt, 145. 
Spendthrifts repent too late, 126. 

Suſpicion, a u eful Quality, 155. 


Times, deplorable when Villany i is protected, 229. 


Traitors, hated by thoſe that employ them, 262. 
Travellers, given to lying, 1 32. 


Truſt, no Injuries ſo bitter as from thoſe we mnt; 169 
Turn, one good deſerves another, 235. | 


Very pretty Fellews, Strangers to Virus and Know 


ledge, 2. 
Virrue troubleſome to a you ng Lady, 14. „ 
e, not always ſo, 10. 
e follow'd, 2. 
V. 
Weakneſs in Converſation, what happens upon it, $7; 
Wicked Men, in Power, eaſily find Dretences, 226, 
| Hate thoſe that ate otherwiſe, 317, We ſhould 
avoid them, 314: 
Wife, that loves her Husband, what ſne ſhould do, 31, 


Wit, dangerous for Fools to attempt it, 24, Hurtfu 


Vulgar, not to 


Woman, never to be truſted, 73. 
Words, Men known by them, 313. 
Worth, a Man leſſens his _ by i ne er + it, 305 


Young Lady pr raiſing at her Glaſs, 14. 
| Young _ a Piece of Adyice to them, 545. 44 
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